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NEW LAND OFFICE RECORDS

The new records in use in the Wyoming -Lond Office con-
sist of three elements: (1) Ownoullis, or Master Title Plat; (2)
Use Plat; ond (3) Historical Index. Each township has all three
of the above-mentioned elements and is complete in every res-
rﬂ—hiu able fo stand by itself in terms of title, use, and

iatorical information.

Master Title Plat

The Ownership Plat, or Mostr Title Plet au 1 s cominenly
called, shows the which hos been patented, the patent num-
bers muvdionl. ta the United States as stated in the patent,

, the
ond the land which Is still vacant Federal lond—often times re-
ferred to as vacent public domain. Withdrawals, rights of

national forests, Indion reservations, wildlife refuges, ;dd'g;

such similar reservations and actions ore also shown. Lands
which have been patented and then re-acquired by the United
States ore shown on the new records and are referred to as
acquired londs. :

" The first step in building the new Master Title Plat was the
moking of o basic township plat on a scale of 30 chains to the
inch. basic plot is a copy of the officiol township. survey
plot and is es nearly Mm;nu&h. If more than one

survey has besn made for o ip, the basic plat is e com-
. posite of all the s with the u.mnin_ survey picture ap-
h it is el a copy or a composite

pearing on ons page. A
of the , the Master Title Plat is not to be construed as

surveys
an official survey plat.

The Master Title Plat s title information by various

and different shapes of lines. Each different weight or

kind of line indicates o separate end distinct fype of action.

Each such action is annotated with an abbreviation which identi-

fies the action or outhority for the action. The Legend of Ab-

breviations and Symbols sheet shows the various lines used and
a meoning of the different abbreviations. ‘

The Explanatory Township which accompanies this discus-
-Mhnhmmmlhsh&nﬂdﬁcmud lines used
ond the information conveyed by each. For the purpose of illus-
tration it has been labeled Township 19 North, Range 60 West,
Sixth Principal Meridian. The following -#-n_ﬂn will further
assist the reader in using the Explanatery ownship. Al

Thie light-weight line surrounding Section 1 is the wel t of
hmﬁ%mmhhﬂlcﬂm&mﬂ ond
Section 8 show how lots appear. Note that the subdivision lines
separating lots are not full length, onl particl; they are called
tick marks. These partial subdivision lines are the only survey
lines, shown within o section. Survey. lines for @ full 40-acre
subdivision in o section are not shown.. Section 4 shows how the
boundary between surveyed and unsurveyed lands is indicated.

_In Sections 5 and. 6 there is shown a line which is used fo

identify Federal withdrawals whenever o portion of a township -

is under withdrawal. These lines are amnototed, as to purpose
“Mwm,ammmmmu-um
in the withdrawal. If the. entire sownship is in the withdrawal,
such as a.natlonal forest or Indion reservation, the withdrawal

line is not used. Instead, o notation on the right-hond side of
the plot will state that the entire township is in such areser-

In Section 7 are shown lode mining locations. With certain
specific exceptions there is no law which requires that a mineral
cloimant odvise the United States of his mineral location.
Lend Office, therefore, has no record of such locations. That
information cen be

which have been included in on mineral survey an
those which have been patented. If an officiel mineral survey
D e e e e by st Mierl, rvo Nombor, e
welght line suc
cn”lﬂ'lf:dmhlﬁnmmd,ihmwdw
Number is replaced with the Patent Number ond o patent line

-

is drawn around the claim such as you ses for Patent: Number .

mmm&ﬂméhhl’uﬂlcuw 167, the Act
July 23, 1955. This law pertains to adminisirative jurisdiction

of 5
by the United States over: surface resources on unpatented mining

claims. Since it does not offect title, there is no need to give

it further Mien in discussions conceming title.

patent ine, . 'P".' s in the ld.. Section
15. The patent. numboer uhv:y: appears in-the I:.vm extremity of
the arec patented. If there is no patent number, the land is vo-
cant public domain. Note the SWUNEY, SEUNWY, NEW%f

% of Section 14.
Mnmmﬂhﬂ.hﬂnl}nm‘m,‘c

Whenever ;
nmﬁqwlllapp-hlndnpmm.lfﬂmc is no an- .

notation below the potent number, the United States re

MM;MMMMWMM 7
¢ l.nd%gcn

ing for the ated areas outlined in Section 13, 1
examples h.mw:dmm-ﬁudmm,

-cases the surface is owned

. y the new
are designed fo convey the title nor‘lvy use of lines and abbro-

_ obtained from the appropriate officiol of the
county in which the claim is located. - -

The Lond Office has a record of only those mining claims .

The United States occasionally reacquires lands which have
been praviously patented. Such land is referred 10 os acquired
lond; wheve the Lond Office has the .ecquisition information,
such ocquired londs are shoded ab shown in Section 25 through
30. The fact that an area is shoded indicates thot the United
States may have an ce?mdi surfoce .interast or an acquired min-
eral interest, or both. Excctly whot was. acquired and is presently
mdh!h“nlidﬁhﬁs-mhdﬁouﬂndlwondind
the annotations for the land under consideration.

For the most port, land which is shoded will carry ennote-
tions such as those appearing in Sections 28 and 29; in oth
; smee the United States. The Unifed
‘States alse owns the :minerals in both 'sections; but those eri-
ginolly retained as in Section 28 ure subject to disposition under
one-law ond those acquired os in Section 29 are subject 1o dis-
position wnder a different law. Thus the new records.-aore de-
signed to show both the surface estate ond the mineral estate
plus the nature of that mineral estate. - -

. The annotation in.Section 25 tells.us the United States does
not own the surface, but has an ugl:'d mineral interest, hence
the shoding. The same is true in ton 27. In Section 26 the
shading applies to surface ond minerals, which are both acquired.

. it should be emphasized that the Land Office may not-have
information conceming land which has besn. uﬂf::' the
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Fish and Wildlife, E Re-
clamation, or any other Federal which still exercises
jurisdiction over the land. Howaver, with a specific description
of the lands in guestion the Land Office can find the exect stetus.

The .way symbols shown in Section 31 should appear
only on uml:zt jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Manoge-
ment, ox in those cases where the right-of-way was .in effect
before the land was patented. In such cases, the patent was is-
sued subject to the right-of-way.

Use Plat

As mentioned previously, the new records make a provi-
sion for o Use Platon which are shown the uses, grozing leases
excepted, which are made of Federal land
pearing in Sections 16, 17, 20 and 21 are lines which indicate
use such as oil or gos lease, coal licenses, etc. Such lines do
not ¢ on the Ltunr Tlt'c Plat, os this data is not neces-
sory for title determination. These records, which ore kept only
in the Lond Office, ore avallable for public inspection. Since
they do not show grazing leases, this information must be ob-
tained from BLM District Offices.

Historical Index
The Historical Index is a chronological narrative of all past

ond present actions which affect the use of or title to public -
lands and resources: The Historical Index can be used to check
title, but it was not designe that se nor is it necessary
for use in making title inations. The primary value of the
Historical index is its edaph lity for obstract work. This re-
cord is maintained in the Land public room, which is open
1o the public 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each working doy.

_Procedure For Using Master Title Plat
A_o»mdln'luhnpcﬂohhisdl b

)

viated annotations for those lines. The guides listed below, if

easy to read.

1. Always foliow o line areund until you come back 1o the
pointof beginning. The area within the bounds of the line

_ is the lond affected.

-2. To help in finding the cnnotation for a particulor line,
know what the line stands for. The legend of abbrevie-
tions and symbols telis you the informarion conveyed by
the different lines. St : .

3. The annotation for the orea circumseribed by a line al- -
ways appears ot the lower extremity of the area involved.
The legend of abbreviations gives the full wording for
an- cbbreviated annotation.

4. The plats cre of a scale of 30 chains to the inch. When-
+ ever the situation exists where this scale is too small to
odequately-tell the stery, o lemental plat on a scale -
of 10 or 15 chains to the i is prepared. Normally,-
never more then 4. sections appear on o -wphm.l -
lut. The tewnship plat alweys seys, '‘See Supplemental
FI«“ if one-has been mode. Where there is o supple- -
mental ‘plat, thé. moin township plat does not carry any
title information for the sections concerned. Such infor-
mation appears on the supplemental. ’

The title information appearing on the Mastes Title Plot was -
token from microfilm copies of the documents themselves, and
these microfilms are now in the Wyoming Land Office. We con,
c'onytlmo,hmllhuundmydmmmwllnh ears on
the new records. This could be patents, withdrawal orders,. state
selection lists, etc. If there are questions conceming the Master -
Tisle Plats, if additional information is required, or if coples of
the above-mentionsd documents are needed, we hope you will not
hesitate to address on inquiry to: Land Office, of Lond
Manogement, 5353 Yelldustone Cheyenne, Wyoming,

. followed in each case, should help in qgl:ing the records quite

land. The broken lines ap-





