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Unalakleet National Wild River
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The clear, smooth waters of the Unalakleet [ [ [ [

National Wild River meander gently among
the rolling Nulato Hills and across broad
expanses of arctic tundra to the seaside
village of Unalakleet, Alaska, at the rocky
shores of the Norton Sound. Located 400
miles from Anchorage, the village of
Unalakleet has approximately 800 people
and is accessible only by plane.
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The headwaters of the Unalakleet River
originate in the Nulato Hills. These rolling
hills divide rainfall and snow melt between
the Norton Sound and the Yukon River
basin. At this point, the river is swift and
channelized, once it reaches the valley
floor it begins to meander. For most of its
length, the river has a varying pool/riffle
nature, which offers a great diversity of
river characteristics, boating skills, and
fishing opportunities.

The area’s remote location in western
Alaska means that visitors are unlikely to
meet other recreationists while on their
journey. However, travelers will likely
encounter fishermen and local travelers in
power boats along the lower reaches of
the river.
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Kaltag Portage

The Unalakleet River is located within the
Kaltag Portage, which has been an
important route for travel, transportation,
and trade between Norton Sound and
Interior Alaska for thousands of years. It
served as a vital link between the Ifupiat
and Yup'ik of the coast, and the Yukon
River and Athabascan groups in the
Interior. During the historic period, the
Kaltag Portage was used as a route for
both the historic Iditarod Trail and the
Washington-Alaska Military Cable and
Telegraph System (WAMCATS).
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Today, the Unalakleet River and the
Kaltag Portage are regularly used by local
people for hunting, trapping, and
subsistence access and winter travel
between villages for social and family
activities.

Climate

The name Unalakleet is an Inupiaq word
meaning "place where the east wind
blows." Summer temperatures average
from 40° to 60° F. Rain is common
throughout the summer and varies between
a light mist and a heavy downpour.
Weather conditions can change quickly
and summer storms can cause water levels
to rise rapidly, creating potential floating
hazards.
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Iditarod National Historic Trail
The Iditarod National Historic Trail
commemorates a 2,300-mile system of
winter trails that first connected ancient
Alaska Native villages, opened up Alaska
for the last great American gold rush, and
now plays a vital role for travel and
recreation in modern day Alaska.
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alongside the Unalakleet River to the
Bering Sea coast. The trail was once used
by Alaska Native hunters, Russian
explorers and gold seekers.
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Old Woman Cabin

Built at the base of the

small mountain it is

named for, this 12 ft. x

16 ft. cabin is another

favorite of trail travelers.

Sleeps 6 to 8. Open to

all for non-exclusive (shared) use; no fee.
Winter only. Approximately 35 trail miles
from Unalakleet.
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Tripod Flats Cabin

This 12 ft. x 14 ft. hand

peeled and notched log |

cabin is located a short

distance off the main

trail on a south-facing  * -

hill. Sleeps 4 to 6. Open to all for non-
exclusive (shared) use; no fee. Winter
only. Approximately 26 trail miles from
Kaltag.
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Camping

There are no established campsites or
public facilities along the river corridor.
The Unalakleet National Wild River
corridor ends at its confluence with the
Chiroskey River, 24 river miles from the
village of Unalakleet. In the wild river
corridor and below the Chiroskey River,
there are individual Native allotments
which are private. Contact the Unalakleet
Native Corporation for permission to camp
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Fishing is excellent for chinook, coho, . e i
chum and pink salmon. Arctic grayling = ' /°~ ~
and Dolly Varden are also plentiful. A g ~
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Summer Recreation

The Unalakleet River supports such
activities as fishing, boating, and camping.
The best time to visit is July through mid-
September to take full advantage of the
midnight sunshine and discover what is
considered to be one of the great salmon
runs in Alaska.
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Winter Recreation

The frozen Unalakleet River comes alive
in winter with the joyful cries of sled dogs
as the historic Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race
parallels the frozen river en route to the
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finish line in Nome. Popular winter I | | |
activities along the river corridor include 420,000 440,000 460,000 480,000 00,000

snowmobiling, dog mushing, ice fishing, 160°45'W 160°30'W 160°15'W 159°45'W 159°30'W 159°15'W 159°W 158°45'W
hunting and trapping.
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