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Dalton Highway Corridor:  Coldfoot to Deadhorse
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Communications
T here is no cell phone covera ge or public
Internet connection a long the Da lton
Highwa y. Pa y phones a re a va ila ble a t
Y ukon Crossing (in summer), Coldfoot a nd
W isema n. Cell phone covera ge genera lly
ends a bout 35 miles (56 km) north of
Fa irba nks. Cell covera ge is a va ila ble in
Dea dhorse. S ome compa nies in Fa irba nks
rent sa tellite phones: check the phone
directory under the listing for "ra dio."

Da lton Highwa y Corridor:  Coldfoot to Dea dhorse

Ma p Da te: 3/24/2017
Ma p Coordina te S ystem: NAD 1983 UT M Z one 6N

Services
S ervices a re a va ila ble a t only a  few pla ces
a long the Da lton Highwa y, so proper
pla nning is essentia l. T here a re no public
services a t Depa rtment of T ra nsporta tion
ma intena nce sta tions or Alyeska  Pipeline
S ervice pump sta tions.

Know Before You Go!

Medical Facilities
T here a re no medica l fa cilities a long the
Elliott or Da lton Highwa ys. Ca rry a ny
essentia l persona l medica tions. In a  critica l
emergency, fla g down a  pa ssing vehicle
a nd see if the driver ca n pa ss the word to
sta te troopers via  sa tellite phone or CB
ra dio (cha nnel 19).

Groceries
T here a re no full-service grocery stores
a long the highwa y. S na ck food a nd
ca fes a re a va ila ble a t Y ukon Crossing,
Five Mile, Coldfoot a nd Dea dhorse.

The Dalton Highway
T he Da lton Highwa y stretches 414 miles
a cross northern Ala ska  from L ivengood (84
miles north of Fa irba nks) to Dea dhorse a nd
the oilfields of Prudhoe Ba y. Built during
construction of the tra ns-Ala ska  oil pipeline
in the 1970s, this mostly gra vel highwa y
tra vels through rolling, forested hills, a cross
the Y ukon R iver a nd Arctic Circle, through
the rugged Brooks R a nge, a nd over the
North S lope to the Arctic Ocea n. Along
most of its length, you'll see no strip ma lls,
no gift shops, no service sta tions— just
forest, tundra , a nd mounta ins, crossed by
a  double ribbon of roa d a nd pipe.
T he Burea u of L a nd Ma na gement (BLM)
ma na ges a  swa th of public la nds a long the
highwa y from the Y ukon R iver to the north
side of the Brooks R a nge. W ithin the
Da lton corridor, the BLM ma inta ins
ca mpgrounds, rest a rea s, interpretive
pa nels a nd the a wa rd-winning Arctic
Intera gency Visitor Center in Coldfoot.

Milepost (MP)
Highwa y
No Off-R oa d Vehicle Use / Hunting
with Firea rms Prohibited
T ra ns-Ala ska  Pipeline
(Pumpsta tion)
Tra ns-Ala ska  Pipeline

Boa t L a unch
Fishing
Gold Pa nning/Minera l Collection
R esea rch Na tura l Area  (No
Ca mping)
Ga me Ma na gement Unit (7/1/2016)
US GS  1:63,360 Index

Administered Lands
Burea u of L a nd Ma na gement
Fish a nd W ildlife S ervice
Na tive Allotment (Priva te)

Na tive L a nds
Na tiona l Pa rk S ervice
Priva te
S ta te of Ala ska

Contact Information
Burea u of L a nd Ma na gement
Fa irba nks District Office
222 University Avenue
Fa irba nks, Ala ska  99709
Phone: 907-474-2200
https://www.blm.gov/a la ska
Ala ska  Depa rtment of Fish & Ga me
Fa irba nks Office
1300 College R d 
Fa irba nks, Ala ska  99701-1551
Phone: 907-459-7206
http://www.a dfg.a la ska .govDisclaimer:  No wa rra nty is ma de by the Burea u of L a nd Ma na gement a s to the a ccura cy, relia bility, or completeness of these da ta  for individua l or a ggrega te use with other da ta . Origina l da ta

were compiled from va rious sources. T his informa tion ma y not meet Na tiona l Ma p Accura cy S ta nda rds. T his product wa s developed through digita l mea ns a nd ma y be upda ted without notifica tion.
T he informa tion displa yed on this ma p should be used for gra phic displa y only.  For officia l la nd sta tus informa tion, refer to Ca da stra l S urvey pla ts, Ma ster T itle Pla ts, a nd la ndsta tus ca se-files.

Points of Interest

Farthest North Spruce
As you a pproa ch the hea dwa ters of the
Dietrich R iver, trees grow sca rce until they
disa ppea r a ltogether. T his la st ta ll spruce,
a pproxima tely 273 yea rs old, wa s killed by
a  va nda l in 2004.

Galbraith Lake
T his is a ll tha t rema ins of a  la rge gla cia l
la ke tha t once occupied the entire Atigun
Va lley. J ust downstrea m from the bridge is
the specta cula r Atigun Gorge a nd the
western bounda ry of the Arctic Na tiona l
W ildlife R efuge.

Happy Valley
Origina lly the site of a  pipeline construction
ca mp, Ha ppy Va lley offers ea sy a ccess to
the S a ga va nirktok R iver a s well a s room
for ca mping. T he a irstrip is a ctive, so a void
ca mping or pa rking there.

R estroom
Ga s
Food
Lodging
Telephone
Informa tion
Airport
Post Office

Ca mping
Picnic Area
R epa ir
Drinking W a ter
R V Dump S ta tion
Boa t L a unch
Airstrip
S cenic Viewpoint

State statute prohibits off-road vehicles within 5 miles (8 km) either
side of the highway from the Yukon River to the Arctic Ocean.

Mineral Collection

Fishing

        Pa nning is permitted on a ny federa l
        strea m segment a long the Da lton
Highwa y south of Atigun Pa ss (MP 244)
with the following exceptions: no pa nning
in the pipeline right-of-wa y (27 feet/8.2 m
on either side of the pipeline) a nd no
pa nning on federa l mining cla ims without
permission. S uction dredging is prohibited
in the Utility Corridor. 
For deta iled informa tion, pick up a  copy
of Da lton Highwa y R ecrea tiona l Minera l
Collection a t one of the visitor centers
(or link below). T his free brochure lists
creeks a nd rivers tha t a re open to
recrea tiona l minera l collection a nd ra tes
their potentia l for gold.
https://www.a la ska centers.gov/uploa d/
Da ltonMinera lR ec05.pdf

        Consult current fishing regulations
        before setting out on any fishing
trip. R egula tion booklets a re a va ila ble
a t a ll Ala ska  Depa rtment of Fish a nd Ga me
(ADFG) offices a nd most license vendors.
Beca use fish grow a nd reproduce more
slowly a t high la titudes a nd eleva tions, the
fish popula tions in these regions a re
pa rticula rly susceptible to overha rvest.
W e encoura ge a nglers to pra ctice ca tch-
a nd-relea se techniques a nd to use
ba rbless hooks.
Fish species you ma y find a long the Da lton
Highwa y include: L a ke T rout, Arctic Cha r,
Dolly Va rden Cha r, Arctic Gra yling,
Northern Pike, Burbot, W hitefish
Fore informa tion rega rding specifc strea ms
a long the Da lton Highwa y, ADFG ha s
compiled the following brochure:
https://www.a dfg.a la ska .gov/sta tic-sf/
R egion3/PDFs/Da ltonFishing.pdf

How long does it take to make the trip?
Much depends on wea ther, roa d conditions,
roa d construction a nd your own interests.
T he round trip to Prudhoe Ba y a nd ba ck
dema nds a t lea st 4 da ys. Under good
conditions, here a re stra ight driving times
from Fa irba nks to:
   Y ukon R iver:  3 hours
   Arctic Circle:   4–5 hours 
   Coldfoot:         6 hours 
   Atigun Pa ss:   8 hours 
   Dea dhorse:  14+ hours
Plea se do not block pipeline
a ccess ga tes when pa rking.

Location

Sukakpak Mountain
A ma ssive wa ll rising to 4,459 feet
(1,338 m) tha t glows in the a fternoon sun,
S uka kpa k Mounta in is a n a we-inspiring
sight. Peculia r ice-cored mounds known
a s pa lsa s punctua te the ground a t the
mounta in’s ba se. “S uka kpa k” is a n Inupia t
Eskimo word mea ning “ma rten dea dfa ll.”
S een from the north, the mounta in
resembles a  ca refully ba la nced log used
to tra p ma rten.

Arctic Interagency Visitor Center
T he Arctic Intera gency Visitor Center is
loca ted in Coldfoot.T he center will be
open da ily, 10 a .m. to 10 p.m., from mid-
Ma y through ea rly S eptember (Closed in
winter). Here you ca n find a wa rd-winning
interpretive exhibits a nd informa tion on the
region's history, na tura l environment, a nd
recrea tion opportunities. T he center is a
pa rtnership between the Burea u of L a nd
Ma na gement, the U.S . Fish a nd W ildlife
S ervice, a nd the Na tiona l Pa rk S ervice.

Wiseman
Esta blished in 1907 when miners
discovered gold in nea rby Nola n Creek,
the town wa s once a  bustling community.
Ma ny residents toda y subsist by hunting,
tra pping a nd ga rdening.

Marion Creek Campground
Ma rion Creek Ca mpground is five miles
north of Coldfoot. It is a  developed
ca mpground (fee a rea ) a nd a  volunteer
host is on site from Memoria l Da y to L a bor
Da y.

Coldfoot
Airstrip

Visitor
Center

S ta te
T rooper Cemetery

Coldfoot Ca mp

Inn
Post Office

T ra il

Da lto
n Hig

hwa y

DOT

S la te Creek

Coldfoot
T he origina l gold rush town of Coldfoot
wa s loca ted on the Middle Fork of the
Koyukuk R iver nea r the mouth of S la te
Creek. It got its na me in 1900 when ea rly
prospectors reportedly got “cold feet” a nd
left before winter set in.

Chandalar Shelf
Dra ma tic views encompa ss the
hea dwa ters of the Cha nda la r R iver to the
ea st. T he next few miles tra verse a  ma jor
winter a va la nche zone. S ta te tra nsporta tion
workers sta tioned here fire a rtillery shells
to clea r the slopes a bove the highwa y.

Atigun Pass
Y ou cross the Continenta l Divide a t Atigun
Pa ss (elev. 4,739 ft/1422 m). R ivers south
of here flow into the Pa cific Ocea n or
Bering S ea , while rivers to the north flow
into the Arctic Ocea n. W a tch for Da ll
sheep, which a re often on the roa d or on
nea rby slopes. S torms ca n dump snow
here even in J une a nd J uly.

Galbraith Lake Campground
Ga lbra ith L a ke Ca mpground is
undeveloped. W a ter is NOT  a va ila ble.  To
get there,  turn west a nd follow signs to
a irstrip, then continue pa st buildings
2.5 miles (4 km) on unimproved roa d.

Deadhorse
Dea dhorse is the industria l ca mp tha t
supports the Prudhoe Ba y oilfield. T he
public highwa y ends here, a bout 8 miles
(13 km) from the Arctic Ocea n. T here a re
no public outhouses or tent-ca mping a rea s. 

Sag River Overlook
A short tra il lea ds to a  viewing deck with
interpretive displa ys. On a  clea r da y, you
ca n see the Philip S mith Mounta ins 35
miles a wa y. W a tch for peregrine fa lcons
hunting a round the steep bluffs. 

Ca ribou

Toolik Lake
T he University of Ala ska  Fa irba nks
esta blished a  resea rch sta tion here in
1975, a nd conducts sensitive studies on
a rctic ecosystems a nd globa l clima te
cha nge. Plea se ta ke ca re to a void their
resea rch sites, sca ttered throughout the
surrounding a rea . T here a re no public
fa cilities here a nd a ccess to the sta tion is
by invita tion only.

Banking
T here a re no ba nks a long the highwa y.
T here a re AT M ma chines in Dea dhorse.
Most services a ccept ma jor credit ca rds.

Repairs
T ire a nd repa ir services a re a va ila ble only
a t Y ukon Crossing (closed in winter),
Coldfoot a nd Dea dhorse.

Ma p not be used to determine federa l subsistence hunting a rea s.

Road Conditions
W ea ther extremes, industria l tra ffic, a nd
frequent ma intena nce a ctivity ca n
significa ntly a ffect tra vel a long the Da lton
Highwa y. For the la test on roa d conditions,
visit http://511.a la ska .gov or ca ll
907-465-8952


