
Alaska
Steese National Conservation Area
T he S teese NCA provides ha bita t for
ca ribou, moose, Da ll sheep, grizzly a nd
bla ck bea r, furbea rers, sma ll ga me, ra ptors,
wa terfowl, a nd numerous species of sma ll
ma mma ls a nd birds. One enda ngered
species, the peregrine fa lcon, a s well a s
ba ld ea gles a re known to nest in the a rea .
Portions of the S teese NCA a re used by the
W hite Mounta ins a nd the Fortymile ca ribou
herds. Ca ribou a re migra tory a nima ls, a nd
the exa ct loca tion of a rea s they use ma y
cha nge from yea r to yea r a s herd size
fluctua tes a nd/or migra tion routes cha nge.
S trea ms a nd rivers within the S teese NCA
a re home to a  number of fish species,
including Arctic gra yling, round whitefish,
burbot, northern pike, slimy sculpin, a nd
longnose sucker. S ma ll numbers of K ing
a nd chum sa lmon a re found in some of the
la rger strea ms a nd rivers.
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S teese Na tiona l Conserva tion Area

Pinnell Mountain Trail
S weeping mounta in vista s a nd brillia nt
wildflower displa ys under the uncea sing
light of the midnight sun.... the Pinnell
Mounta in Na tiona l R ecrea tion T ra il, one
of Interior Ala ska ’s premier hiking tra ils,
offers a n unforgetta ble experience
whether your visit la sts a  few hours or
a  few da ys.
 
Loca ted 100 miles (161 km) northea st
of Fa irba nks, this 27-mile (44 km) tra il
tra verses a  series of a lpine ridge tops
entirely a bove timberline. T he Pinnell
Mounta in T ra il is ma rked with rock ca irns
a s it crosses open tundra  with views
north to the Y ukon R iver a nd south to the
Ala ska  R a nge. W ooden posts a long the
tra il show the milea ge from the sta rt a t
Ea gle S ummit (milepost 107 on the S teese
Highwa y) to the tra il’s end a t T welvemile
S ummit (milepost 85.5, S teese Highwa y).
T wo emergency shelters provide refuge
from storms, but hikers should come
prepa red for unpredicta ble, dra ma tic
wea ther.

Birch Creek
Birch Creek W ild a nd S cenic R iver flows
from the windswept ridges a nd a lpine
tundra  of the S teese Na tiona l Conserva tion
Area  into the broa d expa nse of the Y ukon
Fla ts in centra l Ala ska . T he river offers
one-week floa t trips nota ble not only for
scenery a nd remoteness but for
convenience -- floa ters ca n a ccess both
ends of the W ild R iver segment from BLM
recrea tion sites a long the S teese Highwa y.
T he Burea u of La nd Ma na gement
ma na ges 110 miles of upper Birch Creek
a s a  wild river under the Na tiona l W ild a nd
S cenic R ivers Act. T he river continues
through sta te, priva te a nd Y ukon Fla ts
Na tiona l W ildlife R efuge la nd for a  tota l of
344 miles before emptying into the Y ukon
R iver a bout ha lfwa y between Fort Y ukon
a nd Bea ver.

Steese Hwy. Bridge

Birch Creek Wild &
Scenic River Corridor
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Who was Pinnell? According to Dona ld J. Orth's Dictiona ry of Ala ska
Pla ce Na mes, Lt. Comma nder R . Da rling of the U .S . Coa sta l a nd
Geodetic S urvey na med Pinnell Mounta in for R obert Pinnell, killed in
a n a ccident on July 17, 1952 while climbing nea rby Porcupine Dome.

Water
Finding drinking wa ter a long the tra il ca n
become difficult la ter in the summer, when
snowfields a nd sma ll ponds dry up. W a ter is
genera lly a va ila ble a t both shelter ca bins,
where ca tchment systems collect melting
snow a nd ra in. All wa ter should be trea ted
before use. Da y hikers should ca rry enough
wa ter for a  full da y (a t lea st 2 qua rts or
liters), a nd ba ckpa ckers should a lwa ys
ca rry a t lea st 3 qua rts or liters of wa ter.
Gia rdia :  T his intestina l pa ra site ca n lea ve
you feeling misera ble for weeks. Boiling
your drinking wa ter is the best wa y to kill
the orga nism.

Shelter
T here a re two shelter ca bins loca ted on
the Pinnell Mounta in T ra il. T he Pta rmiga n
Creek S helter is loca ted nea r 10.1 miles
(16.2 km) from Ea gle S ummit in a  sa ddle
just below Pinnell Mounta in.
T he North Fork S helter is loca ted a t mile
17.8 (28.6 km), 9.5 miles (15.3 km) from
T welvemile S ummit, on the ba ck side of a
hill. T hese sma ll, unfurnished shelter
ca bins provide emergency shelter, a wa y
from strong wind a nd blowing ra in or snow.
T hey opera te on a  first-come, first-served
ba sis. Hikers should a lwa ys ca rry tents
a nd be prepa red to use them in ca se the
shelter ca bins a re occupied.

Trail Conditions
T he Pinnell Mounta in T ra il is a  primitive tra il
ma rked with wooden mileposts a nd rock
ca irns. S witchba cks ha ve been constructed
to provide sa fer a ccess a cross steep ta lus
slopes, a nd a pproxima tely 1.6 miles (2.6 km)
of wooden pla nking provide pa ssa ge
through boggy a rea s.  Hikers a long the
Pinnell Mounta in T ra il should expect a
physica l cha llenge. Most of the tra il ha s a t
lea st a n 8 percent gra de. In ma ny a rea s the
gra de exceeds 25 percent. At Ea gle S ummit,
Pinnell Mounta in, a nd T a ble Mounta in, the
tra il fea tures long switchba cks with 600-foot
(182 m) eleva tion cha nges over a  dista nce
of one-ha lf mile (0.8 km).

North Fork S helter

T wo ca noeists prepa re to sta rt their floa t
trip from the put-in a t mile 94 of the S teese
Highwa y. During the first da y's floa t,
sha llow wa ter often necessita tes dra gging
your boa t for short sections.

R a fters negotia te S hotgun R a pids, the
most cha llenging whitewa ter on the river.
A short porta ge a llows the less intrepid
to bypa ss the ra pids.

Below Ha rrington Fork, Birch Creek flows
besides rounded ridges of the Y ukon-
T a na na  U pla nds.

A musher in the Y ukon Quest Interna tiona l
S led Dog R a ce drives his dog tea m down
frozen Birch Creek in Februa ry, when
tempera tures often drop to -40 or -50
degrees Fa hrenheit.

Open to winter use* of
snowma chines weighing up to
1,000 pounds curb weight ** a nd
up to 50 inches wide
Open to summer* OHVs a nd
winter snowma chines weighing up
to 1,000 pounds curb weight **
a nd up to 50 inches wide

Contact Information
Burea u of La nd Ma na gement
Fa irba nks District Office
222 U niversity Avenue
Fa irba nks, Ala ska  99709
Phone: 907-474-2200
https://www.blm.gov/a la ska
Ala ska  Depa rtment of Fish & Ga me
Fa irba nks Office
1300 College R d 
Fa irba nks, Ala ska  99701-1551
Phone: 907-459-7206
http://www.a dfg.a la ska .govDisclaimer:  No wa rra nty is ma de by the Burea u of La nd Ma na gement a s to the a ccura cy, relia bility, or completeness of these da ta  for individua l or a ggrega te use with other da ta . Origina l da ta

were compiled from va rious sources. T his informa tion ma y not meet Na tiona l Ma p Accura cy S ta nda rds. T his product wa s developed through digita l mea ns a nd ma y be upda ted without notifica tion.
T he informa tion displa yed on this ma p should be used for gra phic displa y only.  For officia l la nd sta tus informa tion, refer to Ca da stra l S urvey pla ts, Ma ster T itle Pla ts, a nd la ndsta tus ca se-files.

Ma p not be used to determine
federa l subsistence hunting a rea s.

O p e n   t o   S  u m m e r   O H V  /
W  i n t e r   S  n o w m a  c h i n e   U  s e

O p e n   t o   S  u m m e r   O H V  /
W  i n t e r   S  n o w m a  c h i n e   U  s e

** Curb weight is the unloaded vehicle 
weight with full fuel and oil.
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Milepost (MP)
Ma inta ined R oa d
U nma inta ined OHV R oa d
Pinnell Mounta in T ra il (Non-
Motorized U se Only)
Y ukon Quest Interna tiona l S led
Dog R a ce T ra il

R esea rch Na tura l Area
W ild a nd S cenic R iver Corridor
Ga me Ma na gement U nit
(7/1/2016)
U S GS  1:63,360 Index

Open Only to W inter S nowma chine U se
Closed to S ummer OHV U se

Administered Lands
Burea u of La nd Ma na gement
S ta te
Na tiona l Pa rk S ervice

Fish a nd W ildlife S ervice
Na tive La nds
Na tive Allotment
Priva te

* "Summer Use" Defined as May 1st  thru Oct 14th
"Winter Use" Defined as Oct 15th  thru April 30th


