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Pinnell M o unta in Na tio na l Rec rea tio n Tra il

Sweeping m o unta in vista s a nd  brillia nt
wild flo wer d ispla ys und er the unc ea sing
light o f the m id night sun.... the Pinnell
M o unta in Na tio na l Rec rea tio n Tra il, o ne
o f Interio r Ala ska ’s prem ier hiking tra ils,
o ffers a n unfo rgetta b le experienc e
whether yo ur visit la sts a  few ho urs o r
a  few d a ys.
 
Lo c a ted  a b o ut 100 m iles (161 km ) 
no rthea st o f Fa irb a nks, this 27-m ile 
(44 km ) tra il tra verses a  series o f a lpine
rid ge to ps entirely a b o ve tim b erline. The
Pinnell M o unta in Tra il is m a rked  with 
ro c k c a irns a s it cro sses o pen tund ra  
with views no rth to  the Yuko n River 
a nd  so uth to  the Ala ska  Ra nge. 
W o o d en po sts a lo ng the tra il sho w 
the m ilea ge fro m  the sta rt a t Ea gle
Sum m it (m ilepo st 107 o n the Steese
Highwa y) to  the tra il’s end  a t Twelvem ile
Sum m it (m ilepo st 85.5, Steese Highwa y).
Two  em ergenc y shelters pro vid e refuge
fro m  sto rm s, but hikers sho uld  c o m e
prepa red  fo r unpred ic ta b le, d ra m a tic
a lpine wea ther. Thund ersto rm s a re 
c o m m o n d uring the sum m er.
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M ilesWho was Pinnell? 

Lt. Co m m a nd er R. Da rling o f the U .S. 
Co a sta l a nd  Geo d etic  Survey na m ed
Pinnell M o unta in fo r Ro b ert Pinnell,
killed  in a n a c c id ent o n July 17, 1952
while c lim b ing nea rb y Po rc upine Do m e.

Water
Find ing d rinking wa ter a lo ng the tra il c a n
b ec o m e d iffic ult la ter in the sum m er, when
sno wfield s a nd  sm a ll po nd s d ry up. W a ter is
genera lly a va ila b le a t b o th shelter c a b ins,
where c a tc hm ent system s c o llec t m elting
sno w a nd  ra in. All wa ter sho uld  b e trea ted
b efo re use. Da y hikers sho uld  c a rry eno ugh
wa ter fo r a  full d a y (a t lea st 2 qua rts o r
liters), a nd  b a c kpa c kers sho uld  a lwa ys
c a rry a t lea st 3 qua rts o r liters o f wa ter.
Gia rd ia :  This intestina l pa ra site c a n lea ve
yo u feeling m isera b le fo r weeks. Bo iling
yo ur d rinking wa ter is the b est wa y to  kill
the o rga nism .

Shelters
There a re two  shelter c a b ins lo c a ted  o n
the Pinnell M o unta in Tra il. The Pta rm iga n
Creek Shelter is just so uth o f the tra il
a ppro xim a tely 10.1 m iles (16.2 km ) fro m  
Ea gle Sum m it in a  sa d d le west o f Pinnell
M o unta in.
The No rth Fo rk Shelter is tuc ked  a ro und
the so uth fa c e o f the rid ge.  A sid e tra il to
the shelter is lo c a ted  a t m ile 17.8 (28.6 km ),
9.5 m iles (15.3 km ) fro m  Twelvem ile Sum m it.
These sm a ll, unfurnished  shelter
c a b ins pro vid e em ergenc y shelter, a wa y
fro m  stro ng wind  a nd  b lo wing ra in o r sno w.
They o pera te o n a  first-c o m e, first-served
b a sis. Hikers sho uld  a lwa ys c a rry tents
a nd  b e prepa red  to  use them  in c a se the
shelter c a b ins a re o c c upied .

Trail Conditions
The Pinnell M o unta in Tra il is a n a lpine
tra il m a rked  with wo o d en m ilepo sts a nd
ro c k c a irns to  help hikers sta y o n the tra il
when c lo ud s c o ver the rid ges.
Switc hb a c ks ha ve b een c o nstructed  
to  pro vid e sa fer a c c ess a c ro ss steep
ta lus slo pes, a nd  a ppro xim a tely 1.6 
m iles (2.6 km ) o f wo o d en pla nking 
pro vid e pa ssa ge thro ugh b o ggy a rea s.  
Plea se d o  no t 'sho rt-cut' the switc hb a c ks.
Hikers a lo ng the Pinnell M o unta in 
Tra il sho uld  expec t a  physic a l c ha llenge.
M o st o f the tra il ha s a t lea st a n 8 perc ent
gra d e. In m a ny a rea s the gra d e exc eed s 
25 perc ent. At Ea gle Sum m it,Pinnell
M o unta in, a nd  Ta b le M o unta in, the
tra il fea tures lo ng switc hb a c ks with 
600-fo o t (182 m ) eleva tio n c ha nges o ver
a  d ista nc e o f o ne-ha lf m ile (0.8 km ).

No rth Fo rk Shelter

W ild  a nd  Sc enic  River Co rrid o r
Ga m e M a na gem ent U nit
(7/1/2016)
U SGS 1:63,360 Ind ex

Contact Information
Burea u o f La nd  M a na gem ent
Fa irb a nks Distric t Offic e
Ea stern Interio r Field  Offic e
222 U niversity Avenue
Fa irb a nks, Ala ska  99709
Pho ne: 907-474-2200
https://www.b lm .go v/a la ska

Disclaimer:  No  wa rra nty is m a d e b y the Burea u o f La nd  M a na gem ent a s to  the a c c ura c y, relia b ility, o r c o m pleteness o f these d a ta  fo r ind ivid ua l o r a ggrega te use with o ther d a ta . Origina l d a ta
were c o m piled  fro m  va rio us so urc es. This info rm a tio n m a y no t m eet Na tio na l M a p Ac c ura c y Sta nd a rd s. This pro d uct wa s d evelo ped  thro ugh d igita l m ea ns a nd  m a y b e upd a ted  witho ut no tific a tio n.
The info rm a tio n d ispla yed  o n this m a p sho uld  b e used  fo r gra phic  d ispla y o nly.  Fo r o ffic ia l la nd  sta tus info rm a tio n, refer to  Ca d a stra l Survey pla ts, M a ster Title Pla ts, a nd  la nd sta tus c a se-files.

M a p no t b e used  to  d eterm ine
fed era l sub sistenc e hunting a rea s.* "Summer Use" Defined as May 1  thru Oct 14

"Winter Use" Defined as Oct 15  thru April 30

Off-Highw a y V ehic le Lim ita tio ns (see size lim its in legend )

Sum m er: M a y 1 - Oc t. 14 Open to  c ro ss-c o untry tra vel 

W inter: Oc t. 15 - April 30 Open to  c ro ss-c o untry sno wm a c hine tra vel

 ** Curb weight is the unloaded vehicle weight with full fuel and oil.

AlaskaPinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail

Open to  sum m er* OHV s a nd  winter
sno wm a c hines weighing up to  1,000
po und s c urb  weight ** a nd  up to  50
inc hes wid e
Open to  winter* use o f sno wm a c hines
weighing up to  1,000 po und s curb
weight ** a nd  up to  50 inc hes wid e

Burea u o f La nd  M a na gem ent
Sta te
Na tive Allo tm ent
Priva te

Fed era l M ining Cla im

To Fairbanks

To Central
& Circle

Steese Hwy. M ilepo st (M P)
U nm a inta ined  Ro a d

W inter: 
Oc t. 15  - April 30
Open to  c ro ss-c o untry
sno wm a c hine tra vel
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Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail in Profile
Pinnell M o unta in Tra il -
Tra il a nd  50 ft. o n either
sid e o f tra il is c lo sed  to
m o to rized  use

Pinnell MountainTrail

Pinnell Mountain Trail
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