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Gulka n a  Natio n a l Wild River - Ma in  Bra n c h
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Glen n a llen  Offic e
186.3 Glen n  Highwa y
P.O. Bo x 47
Glen n a llen , AK 99588-0047
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Alaska
Gulkana National Wild R iver: Paxson Lake to Sourdoug h  Cam pg round
Paxson Lake to Sourdoug h  Cam pg round
The m o st po pula r Gulka n a  River trip
b egin s at Pa xso n  L a ke a n d en ds at
So urdo ugh Ca m pgro un d at MP 147.5 o n
the Ric ha rdso n  Highwa y. To ta l dista n c e is
a b o ut 47 m iles a n d three-fo ur da ys tra vel.
The vehic le shuttle is 62 m iles ro un dtrip.
Ac c ess is a t the Pa xso n  L a ke Ca m pgro un d
b o a t la un c h MP 175, Ric ha rdso n  Highwa y.
Three m iles o f pa ddlin g a c ro ss Pa xso n
L a ke b rin gs yo u to  the Gulka n a  River
o utlet. Fro m  the o utlet to  the jun c tio n  with
the Middle Fo rk, the Gulka n a  is a sha llo w,
ro c ky strea m  with Class II ra pids a n d a
gra dien t o f 38 feet/m ile. At lo w wa ter levels
o c c a sio n a l lin in g m a y b e required.
At the c o n fluen c e o f the Middle Fo rk a n d
the Ma in  Bra n c h, the Gulka n a  River
b ec o m es slo w a n d m ea n derin g. Yo u m a y
en c o un ter ATV  o r o ther tra il users within
the vic in ity o f the Middle Fo rk c o n fluen c e,
as design a ted tra ils cro ss the river a t this
lo c a tio n . As yo u c o n tin ue to wa rds Ca n yo n
Ra pids, yo u will n o tic e a n  o ld c a b in  tha t
was histo ric a lly used b y trappers in  the
regio n . There are o c c a sio n a l ro c ks a n d
sm a ll wa ves in  the Class I wa ter un til
rea c hin g Ca n yo n  Rapids.
Ca n yo n  Rapids is lo c a ted a t appro xim a tely
river m ile 20. Ta ke-o ut sign s m ark the
po rta ge o n  the left side o f the Gulka n a
River. The ra pids are Class III o r IV ,
depen din g o n  flo w, a n d a re n a viga b le b y
experien c ed whitewa ter b o a ters o n ly.
Sc o ut the 1/4 m ile len gth b efo re a ttem ptin g
passa ge. It is o ften  helpful, a n d so m etim es
n ec essary, fo r experien c ed b o a ters to
po rta ge gea r prio r to  run n in g the rapids. At
high water levels, o pen  c a n o es a n d sm a ll
ra fts m ust b e po rta ged. Even  experien c ed
b o a ters ha ve wra pped a n d destro yed ra fts
a n d c a n o es here. There are severa l sm a ll
c a m pin g area s at Ca n yo n  Rapids. Fishin g
is exc ellen t fo r gra ylin g a n d ra in b o w tro ut
in  the c a n yo n  a rea . A o n e m ile hikin g tra il
lea ds to  Ca n yo n  L a ke a n d the Ha gga rd
Creek tra il a c c esses the Ric ha rdso n
Highwa y appro xim a tely six m iles ea st.
Belo w Ca n yo n  Ra pids there are 8 1/2 m iles
o f Cla ss II rapids whic h a re gen era lly
sha llo w a n d ro c ky. Ma n y c a n o es a n d ra fts
ha ve b een  da m a ged b eyo n d repa ir in  this
sectio n  o f the Gulka n a  River.  Whitewater
experien c e is helpful to  suc c essfully
n a viga te this sectio n  o f the river, a s there
a re m a n y ro c ks a n d sm a ll rapids.  After
these rapids, there is a n  18-m ile stretc h o f
Cla ss I water to  So urdo ugh.
This m ap is n o t a c o m prehen sive listin g o f
a ll c a m psites within  the Gulka n a  Natio n a l
Wild River c o rrido r.  This m ap c a n  b e
utilized to  help pla n  yo ur Gulka n a  River trip
b y rec o m m en din g a n d givin g gen era l
desc riptio n s o f c a m psites a lo n g the river.
This in fo rm a tio n  is in ten ded fo r users to
determ in e ho w fa r do wn  river a  suita b le
c a m psite m a y b e a n d Class I-III rapid
lo c a tio n s in  gen era l term s.

Fish ing  th e Gulkana
The Gulka n a  is o n e o f the m o st po pula r
spo rtfishin g rivers in  Alaska , pro vidin g ric h
ha b itat fo r ra in b o w tro ut, arc tic  gra ylin g,
kin g sa lm o n , red sa lm o n , whitefish,
lo n gn o se suc kers, a n d la m prey.  A po plula r
river fo r fisherm a n  a n d b o a ters in  the
sum m er, this river has a lso  pla yed a n
im po rta n t ro le in  the lives o f the Ahtn a ,
pro vidin g a c c ess to  sub sisten c e reso urc es
thro ugho ut histo ry a n d pre-histo ry.  Durin g
win ter m o n ths the fro zen  Gulka n a  River
was histo ric a lly used as a n  im po rta n t tra vel
ro ute fro m  the Co pper River to  the Ta n gle
L a kes a n d wha t is n o w kn o wn  as the
Den a li Highwa y area .

The Burea u o f L a n d Ma n a gem en t ha s
wo rked c o o peratively with the Ala ska
Departm en t o f Fish a n d Ga m e to  o perate 

a n d m a n a ge a fish c o un tin g to wer o n  the
Ma in  Stem  o f the Gulka n a  River. The go a l
fo r this wo rk is to  m o re a c c urately estim a te
the a n n ua l return  o f Chin o o k a n d so c keye
sa lm o n  to  the Gulka n a . The in fo rm a tio n
c o llec ted pro vides a c lea r picture o f
esc a pem en t n um b ers a n d the stren gth o f
return in g sa lm o n  run s, a n d pro vides
va lua b le da ta to  fisheries b io lo gists. The
to wer (left) is o perated fro m  Jun e thro ugh
m id-August, 24 ho urs a da y, 7 da ys a
week. Bio lo gists
c o un t the fish a s
they pass o ver
the light c o lo red
tarp.

TaK’ ATS’ NA’ Cove
N62.51.22, W145.36.55
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
High, upla n d c a m psite with go o d views o f
the Pa xso n  L a ke o utlet a n d surro un din g
hills.
Hufm an’s Haunt
N62.51.25, W145.36.51
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
Nic e, fla t upla n d c a m pin g area . Plea se
respec t private pro perty lo c a ted a dja c en t
to  this c a m psite.
NitiniTAANI Cam p
N62.50.50, W145.40.11
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
Sha dy, m ultiple use ATV  a n d river
c a m psite in  a sta n d o f spruc e trees.
Moore Island
N62.50.48, W145.40.09
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
L o o k fo r the left c ha n n el o n c e yo u rea c h
the Middle Fo rk c o n fluen c e to  a c c ess this
m ultiple use ATV  a n d river c a m psite. This
c a m psite is lo c a ted o n  a n  isla n d; use
po rta b le river to ilets.
Meier’s R oadh ouse
N62.50.44, W145.40.10
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 12/6
Ca m psite is suita b le fo r large gro ups a n d
pro vides a c c ess to  the Twelvem ile Creek
ATV  tra il. Firewo o d is sc a rc e; plea se do
n o t c ut live trees.
Daw son’s Cabin
N62.50.22, W145.39.59
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
The trapper c a b in  a t this lo c a tio n  wa s b uilt
in  the 1920’s b y Barn ey Da wso n  a n d Al
No rwo o d a n d was used fo r m a n y yea rs as
a win ter trappin g shelter. V iews o f the
Alpha b et Hills c a n  b e seen  to  the west.
Beaver Flats
N62.48.14, W145.39.22
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 12/6
Fla t, o pen  upla n d area  suita b le fo r large
gro ups.
Sourdoug h  Gene
N62.46.39, W145.37.42
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
U pla n d c a m psite n estled in  spruc e
trees with n ic e views o f the river.
Potty Island
N62.45.22, W145.35.14
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
Po pula r isla n d c a m psite n a m ed fo r a n
o utho use that was o n c e lo c a ted here. The
o utho use was rem o ved in  1997 to  a vo id
wa ter c o n ta m in a tio n . This c a m psite is o n
a n  isla n d; use po rta b le river to ilets.
R iver Otter Sloug h
N62.45.15, W145.35.16
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
Po pula r c a m psite fo r m ulti-party gro ups
when  o ther users c a m p at Po tty Isla n d.
The site is rela tively fla t a n d o ffers so m e
sha de c o ver un der large spruc e trees.
Sentinel Point
N62.44.14, W145.33.54
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
Fla t, o pen  c a m psite with little sha de o r
tree c o ver. This is a  go o d sto p b efo re the
c a n yo n , espec ia lly if it is late in  the da y.
Last Ch ance
N62.43.40, W145.34.07
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
L a st sto p b efo re the c a n yo n . A go o d
c a m psite fo r sm a ller gro ups, espec ia lly
la te in  the da y.
Portag e Peak
N62.43.05, W145.35.06
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 4/2
L o c a ted at the to p a n d ha lfwa y thro ugh
the po rta ge, this c a m psite is sm a ll b ut a
c o n ven ien t lo c a tio n .
Nag h iLENden
N62.43.00, W145.35.05
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 2/1
Na ghiL ENden  in  Ahtn a  m ea n s “wa terfa ll
pla c e.”  A sm a ll c a m psite that serves as
c a n yo n  o verflo w, n o t very priva te b ut will
wo rk in  a  pin c h.
Sm ooth  Landing
N62.42.59, W145.35.04
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
L a rger c a m psite that serves as the prim a ry
ta ke-o ut lo c a tio n  fo r a ll c a n yo n  flo a ters.
There is n o  priva c y at this site, b ut it is fla t
a n d c a n  a c c o m m o da te la rger gro ups.
Spruce Hide-out
N62.42.59, W145.35.01
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
A sec luded c a m psite n estled b a c k in to  a
sta n d o f spruc e, go o d sha de c o ver a n d
a c c ess to  the Ca n yo n  L a ke Fo o t Tra il.
Ta keo ut a t Sm o o th L a n din g a n d fo llo w
the fo o t tra il a wa y fro m  the river.
Salm onberry Stash
N62.42.53, W145.35.18
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 10/5
L o c a ted just do wn strea m  fro m  the c a n yo n ,
this gra vel b a r c a m psite is wo rth pushin g
o n  past the po rta ge, espec ia lly if yo u wa n t
to  a vo id the c ro wds. Suita b le fo r la rger
gro ups.
Moose R ack Cam p
N62.42.33, W145.36.06
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
A c o m b in a tio n  gra vel b a r a n d upla n d
c a m psite, rea c ha b le fro m  the c a n yo n  in
a b o ut a ha lf ho ur’s flo a t tim e. Wo rks grea t
if a ll the o ther c a m psites at the c a n yo n
a rea  are o c c upied. Flat ten t pa ds with
n ic e views o f the river.
Alvin’s Bar
N62.41.51, W145.38.37
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 12/6
L a rge, o pen  c a m psite suita b le fo r the
la rgest gro ups with in terestin g views o f the
river b luffs just do wn strea m . This site ha s
n um ero us fla t ten t pa ds a n d ea sy a c c ess
to  the river.
Joe Secondch ief
N62.38.23, W145.43.03
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
U pla n d c a m psite with a fla t, gra vel b a r
la n din g area  a n d fla t ten t pa ds.
Firew eed Flats
N62.40.54, W145.41.52
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
L o o k fo r the la n din g in  a sm a ll eddy o n
river left. Sha dy c a m psite surro un ded b y
spruc e trees.
Tenas Pete Bluff
N62.37.22, W145.40.45
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
Ca m psite is lo c a ted a cro ss fro m  a b luff.
L o o k fo r the tra il lea din g in to  the b ushes,
where yo u will fin d n ic e ten t pa ds o n  fin e
gra vels.
Monoh an Flats
N62.36.49, W145.39.28
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 6/3
L a rge o pen  upla n d area  with a n  ea sy
gra vel la n din g.
Nicklie Bar
N62.34.35, W145.37.37
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 8/4
L a rge gra vel b a r c a m psite lo c a ted just
upstrea m  o f the West Fo rk c o n fluen c e.
This site c ha n ges ea c h yea r b ec a use it
gets ic ed o ut every sprin g.
West Fork Confluence
N62.34.27, W145.37.31
Rec o m m en ded gro up size/ten ts: 12/6
L a rge gra vel b a r c a m psite lo c a ted at the
West Fo rk c o n fluen c e. There m a y b e
o ther gro ups c a m ped here, as it is a very
po pula r sto p fo r m o to rized users. Ca m pin g
a va ila b le in  m ultiple lo c a tio n s o n  the la rge
gra vel b a r.

R ecom m ended
Cam psites

Milepo st (MP)
Ro a d
Tra n s-Alaska  Pipelin e
Tra il

River Mile
Wild a n d Sc en ic  River
Ga m e Ma n a gem en t U n it (7/1/2016)
U SGS 1:63,360 In dex

Adm inistered Lands
Burea u o f L a n d Ma n a gem en t
Native Allo tm en t (Priva te)
Native L a n ds
Priva te
State o f Ala ska
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Canyon R apids is a series of
rapids in a narrow  ch annel
of th e river. Th ey are rated
Class III-IV depending  on
w ater levels. Scout th e

rapids before running  th em
to m inim ize risk.

The graph a b o ve gives yo u a gen era l idea  o f
wha t o utside fa c to rs c a n  im pa c t yo ur flo a tin g
experien c e a n d at wha t tim es they wo uld m o st
likely o c c ur. V a ria tio n s are a lwa ys po ssib le.

Multiple Use
The Gulka n a  is a m ultiple use river. Plea se
b e c o urteo us to  a ll users.  Expec t po wer
b o a ts o n  the lo wer stretc hes, espec ia lly
durin g sa lm o n  sea so n .

Along  th e w ay...

Aurora Borealis
Fa ll trips a lo n g the Gulka n a  c a n  o ffer
so litude a n d even  o ppo rtun ities to  view
the Auro ra Bo rea lis.

Sourdoug h  Cam pg round
42 c a m psites are a va ila b le o n  a  first-c o m e
b a sis.

Paxson Lake Cam pg round
50 c a m psites are a va ila b le o n  a  first-c o m e
b a sis.

Season
Run n in g seaso n  gen era lly b egin s in  ea rly
to  m id-Jun e, depen din g o n  ic e b rea kup
a n d prec ipita tio n .

R apids
Run o ff m a y b e the tim e to  flo a t if yo u wa n t
b igger rapids a n d a quic ker flo a t.

Veg etation
The m a jo r vegetatio n  type in  the Gulka n a
River va lley is spruc e fo rest.

Anadram ous Fish
The Gulka n a  River watershed suppo rts a n
im pressive run  o f So c keye (red) sa lm o n
a n d Chin o o k (kin g) sa lm o n . If yo u are
pla n in g a trip in  July o r August expect to
en c o un ter these a n a dra m o us fish m a kin g
their wa y to  their spa wn in g gro un ds.

Ma p n o t to  b e used to  determ in e federa l sub sisten c e hun tin g area s.


