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Terms of Reference
Background
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM or Bureau) is committed to science-based decision making. In an effort to integrate scientific principles into the culture of managing public lands, the National Science Coordinator initiated Core Science Team meetings in January 2012. These terms of reference describe the functionality of the Core Science Forum (Forum), formerly called the Core Science Team.
Vision
To seek out and share scientific information that enhances the Bureau’s land management decisions.
Mission statement
Provide a forum for Bureau employees interested in discussing science from multiple disciplines that can inform land management. 
Scope
The focus of the Forum’s scientific activities is to engage in contributory efforts and:
· Be alert for new and neglected scientific developments that could affect public land management.
· Communicate to all interested groups in the Bureau as early as possible the specific scientific needs, available analytic tools, and scientific controversies that are likely to affect land management.  
· Facilitate sharing and collaboration of scientific information across disciplines and organizational levels inside and outside the Bureau.
· Collaboratively integrate scientific principles effectively and consistently into BLM’s work processes (e.g., NEPA, use authorizations) with scientific integrity.
· Assist all groups in the Bureau who request scientific help through these means:
· Open forum discussion of how to investigate management questions scientifically;
· Collaboration with the National Science Committee (NSC) to advance science-based decision making; and,
· Forming Forum subcommittees as needed to provide scientific assistance.
Other scientific activities may occur in the Forum as needs arise to support the Bureau. 
Direction and accountability
The Forum uses member consensus through meeting discussions and can develop subcommittees to research issues and assist with tasks. The Bureau National Science Coordinator serves as the Chair of the Forum, as a liaison between the Forum and other Bureau groups, and as Co-Chair (per the NSC Charter) of the NSC. The Forum Associate Chair, a new position elected by Core Science Forum members, is the Acting Forum Chair when the Chair cannot be present. 
Membership 
Forum membership is open to Bureau scientists and other Bureau specialists interested in science. The Forum is dynamic and inclusive to encourage broad participation and representation of all disciplines and organizational levels of the BLM.   External science advisors may participate as well by invitation of the Forum Chair.   
The Forum Chair will strive to have at least one member routinely participating from each Assistant Directorate, State, and Center in order to facilitate coordination and communication across the Bureau. Advisors who regularly attend include program leads who are usually at the Washington Office level, State Office Science Coordinators, and specialists that represent varied scientific and technical disciplines, including disciplines that interact with scientists such as Planning, GIS and Education specialists across the Bureau. 
Communication and coordination
The Core Science Forum meets bi-weekly to discuss Bureau science issues utilizing round-robins, webinars, and invited speakers. The Chair will coordinate subcommittees to assist others in the Bureau seeking scientific information.
Terms of reference review
These terms of reference will be reviewed periodically as necessary.  
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