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PALM SPRI NGS, CALI FORNI A; SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019
9:06 A M
P-RROCEEDI-NGS
---O00 - -

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Wel conme, everybody, to the
Desert Advisory Council neeting. Really good to see
everybody, and glad to have you here today. M nane is
Andrew Archuleta. [I'mthe California Desert District
manager as well as the designated federal official for
this advisory committee.

| want to just say thanks to all of the | ocal
BLM field office Palm Springs for hel ping us out here
today and for getting things set up, but I want to point
a couple of folks out. You know, with nme comng in new
and just a | ot of vacant positions, there's been a | ot
of transition and people noving around, and | just want
to thank some fol ks.

So first of all, Sarah Webster, she's with our
public affairs office in Sacranento, and she's kind of
been on loan to us, helping us out here on the district
for probably the |ast year. So thank you, Sarah. W
really appreciate your help.

In that position, in our public affairs
position, we just hired Mchelle VanderLi nden. And so

she'l |l be taking over that role for the district. So
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we're excited to have M chell e on board.
Let's see. There were a couple of othe

Brandon in the back there, | just wanted to poin

rs here.

t

Br andon out, Brandon Anderson. W created a new

position in the district called our assistant di
manager for project managenment. Wth all of the
projects going on that you | ooked at yesterday,

heavy wor kl oad, and so Brandon has been supervis
group of folks. So glad to have Brandon in that

posi tion.

strict

a |l ot of

i ng that

Then Vi cki Wod. Vicki, we have a vacancy down

in El Centro with our BLM manager position, and
recently Vicki has agreed to step up and fill in
position. W did make a selection there, and

Ryan Chatterton, who sone of you may know, is go

nor e

t hat

ing to

be taking over as the field manager down in El Centro.

He's back on the job Monday. So thank you, Vick

st eppi ng up and doi ng that.

Wth that, now that |'ve put us off sch
al ready, we'll get started here. And I'Il turn
to Frazier, and we'll start off with the pledge.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Great. Thank you,
"Il just take us straight in the Pledge of Alle
I f you would stand.

(Pl edge of Allegiance recited.)

i, for

edul e

it over

Andr ew.

gi ance.
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: | did forget one person
here. | wanted to acknow edge Ben Gruber. You all know
Ben. He's associate district nanager, but he's been
acting as the district manager for several nonths and
has just done an outstanding job. So thank you, Ben. |
appreciate all the hard work there.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: (Okay. Just a coupl e of
procedural things, and we'll get into the agenda. One,
| think I recognize nost of you here, but if anybody is
new, there's conmment cards on the back table. So as we
go through the agenda itens, please walk back if you'd
like to make a comment, pick up a comment card and fill
it out, and they'Il walk themup here to us so that we
can call you out in order of the agenda itenms you're
interested in tal king about.

Two is the same as |last neeting. W don't have
a -- | understand we don't have a quorum because of the
| ack of Category 2 representatives; is that right?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: |'m not sure which
category, but we don't have a quorum

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, so we don't have a
quorum this norning, but as Mark Al gazy suggested at the
| ast neeting, we'll proceed and pretend that we do have

a quorum So if there's matters that we want to vote on

Page 7

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

to advise the BLM | would recomend that we just go
ahead and make those recomendati ons and advi senents.

And with that, that's all the procedural
pieces. So | think -- do we want to | ook at or
approve -- it's on the agenda to | ook at or approve the
transcript fromthe |ast neeting, but that's not been
our habit.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So did everybody receive --
so I'mgoing to be asking sone questions here because
this is ny first DAC neeting, a little different than
previous RACs that |'ve been involved with, but just
curious fromthe DAC nenbers, did you receive the
transcript fromthe | ast neeting?

MEMBER KENNEY: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's posted on the
websi te.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: It's posted on the website?
So, you know, |I'm not going to take over here, Frazier.
| just wanted to clear sonme things up. W've had a | ot
of transition. Wen | canme in, we had 50 vacancies j ust
in the Desert District alone, so we're working hard at
filling a | ot of those positions. But whenever you have
t hat many vacanci es and people filling in, it's tough to
keep things running snmoothly. But we're going to try to

get that information to the DAC nuch sooner than we did
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for this neeting, so apologies with that. That's just
t he way things have gone.

VWat we'll try and do in the future, though, is
just let you know when those transcripts get posted on
the web. We won't send them out, but you can get on
there and take a look. We'Ill be trying to get those
reports out ahead of tine so you can be taking a | ook at
them So | would say let's just nove on.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. That brings us to
t he Desert Advisory Council nmenber reports. I1'd like to
suggest if any of the council nenbers here, if you'd
like a report in, Dan, we can start with you and just
wor k our way down the table here right to left.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | don't think I have anything
special to report except for | know that the film ng on
Federal Lands was really good this year, especially in
t he Barstow region, so --

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Menber Kenney?

MEMBER KENNEY: Not hi ng special to report.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Nothing to report. Just want
to thank our -- everyone at BLM for working hard to put
this together. And it |looks |ike we are returning to a
regul ar order of neetings, which is great, and we al
| ook forward to it. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: |'ve just got a couple of

Page 9

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

things to discuss. One is to welcone Andrew. W're
really glad to have you, Andrew. You seemlike a
seasoned veteran at BLM W're glad that you' ve cone
over to join your famly in California. Hopefully this
opens a period of kind of stability in the district. W
will keep our fingers crossed.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: Two is | think the fact
that we again don't have a quorum here this nmorning sort
of is a synptom of maybe sonmething |arger that's going
on. And that is we all know that there's a constant
struggle with trying to keep the agency well -staffed.
know t hat there's open positions in the district and in
the field offices.

And | know that part of that is budget at the
agency and part of it is just the ability to fill
positions quickly with the human resources capacity that
BLM has. So as | think about 2020 and BLM one of ny
priorities for the agency and any advocacy that | would
do is to try and make sure the agency is flush and
well-staffed. | think that's a major priority right
NOW.

The other thing that I'd |like to report out on
is just to rem nd the DAC that in previous years, as we

face the amendnent -- the possible anmendnent to the
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DRECP, we expressed our concern to BLM about any
amendnments and wanting to make sure that the DRECP was
handl ed carefully, especially in the face of positive

t hi ngs that many of us would think, well, nore renewable
energy is a good thing out there in Riverside East in
the zone, that's going kind of according to plan.

But it could be that we're |ooking into the
next solar rush in the California Desert, and | think
tinkering with the fundanmental conponents of DRECP over
t he next year or two could get us right back where we
were eight or nine years ago when solar was kind of
dom nating the | andscape and there was a | ot of
contention. So we should keep our eyes to a possible
DRECP amendnment coming out in the next couple of nonths,
and | think we should all |ook at that carefully and be
ready to read and respond to that.

And that's all 1've got that | wanted to
recogni ze at the beginning of the neeting.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Paul ?

MEMBER MARTIN:. Yep. | was very inpressed
yesterday with the visit to the solar and the w nd
turbine. | was very inpressed yesterday with our field
trip out to the solar and wind facilities, and it's
really good to see how nuch devel opnent is occurring in

this area and how technology is beginning to optim ze
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this procedure where the costs now are dropping to a
very reasonable rate. And |I'mvery pleased to see that,
and | hope that we can do the sane in optim zing m neral
devel opnment on BLM | ands al ong with nonrenewabl e

energi es. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

Supervi sor Lovi ngood?

MEMBER LOVI NGOOD: Good nmorning. This is ny
first -- Robert Lovingood, First District supervisor,
San Bernardi no County, covering fromthe top of the
Cajon Pass to Mountain Pass to Needles then out to Trona
and Searles Valley. That's the area that | cover, and
|'"'mglad to be able to join you this norning.

MEMBER STOVIN. Well, I'd like to thank Doug
for the tour yesterday, and | got sonme quality time
talking to him | enjoyed that quite a bit.

As for the solar and the wi nd projects, ny
personal opinion is it really bothers nme to see that
much habitat, desert destruction to gain electricity for
the cities. |I'man off-road vehicle user and advocat e,
and to cone over the hill and see that expanse when |I'm
expecting just raw, virgin, natural desert, it really
hurts ne.

| understand the BLM has a mandate to process

permts for these kind of events, so | don't hold you
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guys responsible. | know how the process works, but it
still just bothers ne. | nean, tractors went out there
and destroyed all that habitat, square mles of habitat.
| think as a society we can do better. W can use way
nore rooftop. | understand that they're making sol ar
panel s that can be enmbedded in the road, so there's
ot her ways to get the power. | just don't like it.

| am president of the San Di ego O f - Road
Coalition, and |ast nonth we had a poker run on BLM I and
near Superstition Mountain in the El Centro District.
And it was a great event. Nothing went wong. W had
about 650 entries, 3,000 signatures on the rel ease, and
it was a wonderful event.

We followed the permt and the stipulations
provided by the BLM and it helps us to put on a
hi gh-quality event. | nean, hundreds of people just
said, "Oh, we had a great tine. W always |ook forward
to this event.” |It's our first event of the season, so
t hat was great.

We did have one problem | marked a route on
t he Thursday before. Friday afternoon before the event
| went around to check part of it, and sonme peopl e had
set up a canp right on the route. And we don't have a
| ot of discretion as a user group to adjust the route.

And | stopped, and | talked to the people, and
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t he guy was adamant they weren't noving. They've been
canpi ng here for years and years. And even though he
had a beer in his hand, he was really quite serious. So
| thought, oh, God. So the next norning of the event |
went by there. It turned out they had noved their canp
a hundred yards away, so that was kind of a relief.
There's an action for a gypsum m ne expansion
in the EIl Centro District. | went over there, and |
went inside the mne. And | found sonme people, and they
showed nme what they were doing. And | don't think it's
going to have any effect at all on recreation and barely
anyt hi ng on conservation, the people who want to
conserve. It's just they're mining a little bit further
in an area where there's practically nothing |iving.
I"minterested in becom ng an archaeol ogi cal
site steward, and | contacted a group call ed CASSP,
California Archaeol ogical Site Stewardship Program And
we're going to be coordinating a training in San Di ego
in the comng year. They had two trainings |ast year,
and both of themwere in the far Northern California. |
live in San Diego, so it's hard to get up there for a
weekend. So | think it's going to be with the C evel and
Nati onal Forest. They're interested in having sone site
stewards, so we'll see how that goes.

In the El Centro District there's an area
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call ed Painted Gorge. Qur organization is team ng up
with a Second Amendnment group. We're going to be doing
a cleanup out there a week fromtonmorrow. So thank you,
El Centro BLM and Neil, for coordinating the dunpster to
be put out there. It's one of those areas that | really
value, and it's been sort of a forgotten place. |[|'ve
never heard of a cleanup out there in all the decades
|'ve been going. So it's really nice that we can get
people out there and clean up a really great area.

By the way, Painted Gorge Road is the western
border of the open area, Plaster City open area, soO
peopl e off-road on the east side of that. And then on
the west side is |limted use, and people shoot in there,
so there's a lot of trigger trash.

In Ccotillo Wells State Vehicul ar Recreation
Area there's an Environnental Assessnment to add
geothermal test wells on the very outskirts of the park,
and that's land that's owned by the Bureau of Land
Managenent. And | commented on that. | don't Ilike
havi ng geothermal test wells in a State Park, an
of f-road park.

But given that, it's not the worst thing to
happen to us. They're right on the very border of the
park. It's in the |limted use area, and it won't be

affecting any actual routes. But | don't |ike the
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precedent that it sets that they can put energy
facilities inside an off-road park.

And finally I"'mreally happy that WEMO i s j ust
about finished as far as contention. | know Christina
has a lot of work to do inplenenting the plan, but it's
been litigated for many years, and to actually see it
bei ng done and being processed. And it appears |ike
there's a fair anount of routes out there. W were
worried that all the routes were going to go away. So
| " m happy that's noving forward. That's all | have.

MEMBER BAGLEY: (Good nmorning. M nane is
JimBagley. |I'mthe public nmenber. | live in 29 Pal ns.
My famly goes back to the homesteading period in the
California Desert. |1'ma third-generation nenber of the
desert. I'malso a recycled DAC nenber. | was on a
part of the DAC in the 1990s. And, Andrew, welcone
aboard. I'mglad to have you be here. 1'm new back on
t he DAC.

| hope we're going to restore the DAC to what
it should be, and this is public comment about that. |
woul d i ke us to neet quarterly. | cone fromthe public
sector. When we hold public neetings, we are bound by
t he Brown Act and open neeting procedures, and | believe
t hat we shoul d conduct these neetings in that sanme

spirit.
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The Brown Act is unique to California. It's an
open neeting law, but it requires public agencies to
publish their agendas in advance so the public has ful
access to everything we're discussing. And as a nenber
of the DAC, | would like the public to see everything
that | see also in advance so there's plenty of tine for
us to review this. | understand there's a |ot of
changes, but | hope that we can change the way the DAC
functions in the future.

I would | ove to see the agendas cone out.
know you have a constraint with trying to deal with
Washi ngton, but if there are staff reports or we're
going to look at things, | would like -- part of the
website should be posting those agendas and inviting
people to cone.

| take this role very seriously. W are the
public input into the agency. You hold separate public
meetings, but this is the opportunity for the public
fromthe w de spectrumof public interest in the Public
Lands to conme before us. And | want that opportunity to
be there, and people need to know that that's why we're
here. And Palm Springs is a perfect opportunity.

| feel Iike we mss an opportunity if we don't
do that, and so |I'm hoping in the future we'll just get

those staff reports out. And if there's anything we can
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do to help with Washi ngton being nore cooperative, that
woul d be inportant too. But as a DAC nenber for the
staff sitting here, the district nanagers, the people
who are going to facilitate these neetings, | hope that

message gets passed up, that we take this role

seriously.

| want to thank the staff for the field trip
yesterday. It was excellent. 1It's one of the pleasures
of being on the Desert District Advisory Council is to

go out in the field and actually see things on the
ground. It's very insightful when we see alternative
energy when we were at the solar project yesterday, the
t echnol ogy change that's happened in just the decade
since they've been permtted.

And wi nd energy has changed dramatically. In
my lifetime the original wind energy was fought tooth
and nail, and nowit's the npbst popular thing you can
shoot here in Palm Springs. |I'mvery glad to see new
efficiencies cone off the progress in solar technol ogy
and wi nd technol ogy and innovations even with the water
battery project for Eagle Muntain.

These are creative, interesting ways to
providing alternative energy, and I think we need to be
open in the future. It's refreshing to nme to see a

smal |l er footprint with larger gain fromthe energy. |
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think that's what the future will bring for us. W
al ways need to be open to that, and I'mglad to see that
happeni ng.

On a personal note | had an opportunity to go
out to Roy's Café in Anboy in early Novenmber. They
cel ebrated relighting the sign. [I'ma mnmultiple-use
advocate. In nmy lifetime the California Desert has
beconme extrenely restricted. Wien | grew up as a boy,
there were mllions of acres that | had recreational
access to. There are hundreds of mles of roads and
recreational opportunities that have been curtailed in
my lifetime. These have been bitter public battles.

I, as sonebody who lives in the desert and
makes a choice to live in the desert for recreation,
feel that I have been on the losing end of a political
process nore than once. W used to see the Bureau of
Land Managenment as an inpressive governnent agency. Now
| ook at the Bureau of Land Managenent as the | ast best
hope to maintain nultiple-use access on the Public
Lands.

So going to Roy's was really fun. Roy's is a
private café. It is the nost recogni zable icon in the
California Desert that | can think of internationally.
Roy's Café is used for advertising in print nedia. 1In

my lifetine it used to be a location that has becone
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phenomenal in ways that recognize that. They're
struggling to make a living there. They've got water
quality issues. | would love it if they could open the
hot el agai n.

But "malso a pilot. And this is part of the
mul ti pl e-use recreational part of this. The Anboy area
is now included in a national nmonument, which | was on
the other side of. | don't want to have nore
restrictions on public access. | understand the desire
to maintain the California Desert, but this ability to
fly in and have an aviation conponent is part of a
recreational broad spectrum of Public Lands.

It was so refreshing to have them open up this
private strip again and invite people to fly in. It was
a maj or conponent. It was really fun if you had a
chance to be there. They brought the airplanes in.

They taxied. And they relit the sign. It was a
wonder ful Novenmber night. It was really spectacul ar.

This is why | live in the desert, and it's part
of the many hats | wear recreationally. And the
opportunity to use aviation and other recreational
aspects of the desert are disappearing. So it's really
nice to see that, and I hope that will be part of the
et hos of that nmonument in the future. So I'mglad to be

here. dad to be in Palm Springs even on a rainy day,
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and | ook forward to the rest of the neeting.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, DAC nenbers.

Thanks for those coments, Jim

We're going to nove into the public conment on
any Desert Advisory Council nenber reports or any
non-agenda itens right now So if there's itens that
are outside of the witten agenda -- Jim would you I|ike
to -- | think Jimhas sonething to say on behalf of a
menber of the general public.

MEMBER KENNEY: | have sone comments nmade by
Sophia Merk, who nost of us know as Sam She wanted ne
to reiterate that she didn't feel |ike we got the 30-day
noti ce on sonme of the stuff that's happening here, and
that's been sonething we've tal ked about a lot. The
agenda was | ate according to -- |I'mreading verbatim
what she sent nme -- and not very informative. Itens
brought up at the |ast DAC neeting not added to the
agenda, and she wants nme to add trash in the desert and
MOU with counties and BLMto | et us users kind of pick
up sone of this trash and deposit it without having to
lie at the landfills to be able to get rid of it.

And then she had a question about the plaque
for Marie Brashear. Has anybody foll owed up on that? |
think that's the sumtotal of her comments. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Jim
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And, Andrew, | think it would be good for us to
di scuss at some point during the neeting today, we did
have sone specific items fromlast neeting that didn't
carry over that we were interested in tal king about at
this nmeeting.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Sone agenda topics?

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, that's right.

t hi nk, Ed, you nentioned one, which was the
archaeol ogi cal site stewardship, that program So we'l
get together that list again. | think |I got it put
together after the last neeting and sent it around.

Ckay. So there's two public comment cards we
have here for non-agenda itens. The first one is
Randy Banis fromthe Friends of Jawbone.

Randy?

MR. BANIS: Good norning. Hi, Frazier. Thank
you. Good norning, DAC nmenbers. Today's a holiday;
it's a DAC neeting. Every DAC neeting seens |like a
holiday to ne, one of ny favorite weekends, so -- hey,
this was a good year. Three neetings in a year was a
step up. And I echo Council man Bagley's call for
quarterly neetings. It seemed that was really when the
DAC was running on all cylinders.

That said, I'mreporting on behalf of Friends

of Jawbone and Friends of EIl Mrage and sone of the work

Page 22

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

we' ve been doing in the desert lately. First, Friends
of Jawbone, we finished our road mai ntenance program
150 mles of roads and trails in the Jawbone area are
cl ear of whoops and dips, and so RVs and recreationists
and ot her users can get in the backcountry and enj oy
recreating in the desert this winter. So it's |ooking
good there.

Also we finished a restoration project, a
three-year restoration project, that put 45 acres of
di sturbed | and back into restored state. O course it
doesn't take effect immediately. W' ve got to give it
some tinme, but we have a nonitoring programin place to
keep a |l ook at that as well.

We had sonme snow at Jawbone over Thanksgi vi ng.
It was really remarkable. | don't think sone people
have ever seen that nmuch snow. We did have an inpact in
t he nunmber of visitors that cane out. Those that did
come out were rather hearty souls and very well
self-contained. W didn't see a |ot of tent canpers,
but folks did have a very good tine. It was a snaller
crowd than usual, but | think the people that were there
had an experience of a |lifetime that they may never
forget. It was really a remarkabl e weekend for
recreation.

On the other hand, that same snow brings water
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to the EI Mrage Lake Bed. The EIl Mrage Lake Bed now
is closed for recreating. |It's probably going to be a
coupl e of nonths before that gets opened if we have a
continual deluge of storns that we see lined up. So
with the good cones the bad. Nonetheless, the EIl Mrage
OHV area has been expanded, and it has a great, great
nunber of roads and trails in the nmountains behind the
| ake bed, so there's still great riding opportunities
out there, regardless of the | ake bed being open or not.
Wth that, know that Ed Wal dhei m sends his
regards to everyone. Ed is the president of Friends of
Jawbone and Friends of EIl Mrage and CTUC. And all have
known Ed, as well as those in the audience. |1'msure
you all have nenories of tinmes with Ed. And Ed has been
transferred to hone hospice care, and his famly has
asked that, if there are sone nenories that you have of
your days with Ed, so either working with Ed or anything
that Ed did to inspire you, if you wanted to e-mail a
l[ittle word of hello, a word of thanks to
webmast er @awbone.org, |I'll make sure that Ed's famly,
his wife, Linda, and son, Chris, receive the nessages.
They received several hundred in the past couple of
weeks, and it's done a lot for Ed in the |ast few days.
He's really enjoyed hearing them

Thank you kindly for this tinme to address you.
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Good | uck today.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Randy. And we
mss Ed's presence in the roomright now, so thank you
for bringing that up.

MR. BANI'S: You can feel that he's not here.
It's weird.

MEMBER HANEY: Yeah. One other comment card,
and that's for John Stewart from Cal Four-Wheel Drive.

Good norni ng, John.

MR. STEWART: Good norni ng, DAC nenbers.

Wel cone to cloudy, rainy Palm Springs. |It's kind of sad
to see that there was not an official quorum but it's
al so good to see the public supervisors and the public
governnents are again present at the DAC neeting. So
wel come, M. Lovingood. Good to see you here.

MEMBER LOVI NGOOD:  Thank you

MR. STEWART: Thank you, Doug, for the tour
yesterday. It was very informative. And it will be
covered later, so |I've got sone comments about the tour
"1l save for then.

One itemthat is not on the agenda that | would
encourage the BLMto | ook at the Special Recreation
Permt processing, especially how it pertains to an area
in the EI Centro Field Ofice called Devil's Canyon. A

number of years ago there was a | ot of discussion. An
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Envi ronment al Assessnent was done to allow a certain
number of permitted trips through Devil's Canyon.

Now, for those that aren't famliar wth
Devil's Canyon, it is a fornmer highway that |inked
| nperial County to San Diego. Wth the building of
Interstate 8, a section of the original roadbed was
abandoned, and over the years it becanme a very active
and wel | -liked area for sone of the extrene
f our - wheel -dri ve advocat es.

Due to environnmental issues, such as bighorn
| ambi ng season, sone |limtations on activity in the area
were put in place. This goes back 10 and al nost 12
years now. And | would encourage the BLMto | ook at
saying, all right, maybe the restrictions on the nunber
during the off season or off time for the | anmbi ng season
should be lifted and provide that as just nore of an
open area for nore frequent use by a | ot of the
recreation advocates that would | ove to get down through
there but find the rigors of going through the
permtting process beyond their capability. So thank
you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, John. And what
was the nane of the | ocation again?

MR. STEWART: It's Devil's Canyon. [It's just a

small, alnmobst a two-mle section of road that sits down

Page 26

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

inside the draw. And if you've been on Interstate 8,
you'l | see where the two eastbound and west bound
sections split. This is on the northern side, and
you'll see it directly fromthe westbound side of eight.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you. Thank you,
John.

That's the only public coment cards that we
have for this section of the agenda. And since we're
covering non-agenda itenms, | think before we nove on,
any | ast thoughts on non-agenda itens fromthe counci
menber s?

Go ahead, Mari ana.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Thank you. So | just wanted
to circle back around and nention this may be ny | ast
neeting, as nmy termis comng up to its end, although
woul d I'i ke very much to stay on the DAC i n one capacity
or another. One of the reasons | joined the DAC, and as
public-at-large in particular, was because nmy work and
time in the desert working with many different
communi ties of many different backgrounds, many
different types of user groups and felt that it was
inportant for ne to be in a position where | could help
to represent those different voices.

| know there are a number of vacancies still

with positions -- or with posts conming to their end of
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their term There will be additional openings. These
have to be filled. And as | |look at this panel, and |
very much enjoy all of ny panel mates and have really
enj oyed getting to know them and talk to them wth al
due respect, | realize | amthe only female. And | am
the only fenmale who can claim Latino heritage. M
parents are from Argenti na.

So we have a serious diversity problemon this
panel, and | would like to see very nuch that future
appoi ntnments for these seats take that into account. W
need nmore wonen. We need nore diverse communities. The
Latino community in the desert is massive and vibrant,
and they should have a voice here.

| know that there is interest, but it is not a
community that has been traditionally involved in
governnent issues and governnent affairs at this kind of
| evel, and so perhaps a little bit nore outreach is
necessary, recruiting, promoting, seeking out nenbers of
t hese communities and making sure that they're aware
that this opportunity exists beyond knowi ng that they
have to go to a website and where to go to find the
right link to do the application, nmaybe partnering with
di verse groups in the community and certainly groups
that are represented here today on this council and in

the public to make sure that the word gets out in a
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really robust way. | could even envision easy, not
costly panmphlets in the visitor centers and BLM offices
just explaining what the DAC is, who we are, what we do,
so that, when people do stop by, they have sone extra
information and it's a year-round resource.

But the Native American community as well is a
very inportant community in the desert with a lot to say
and a lot to contribute and very different perspective,
and | think that's a gap on this panel as well. And |
think it's extrenely inportant, especially given the
purported interest in prioritizing diversity that was an
early priority announced by this adm nistration.

| also would love to see if there is any
possibility for those of us who joined the DAC just as
former Secretary of Interior Zinke cancell ed DAC and RAC
meetings, |I'd love to -- you know, that truncated a year
and a half, alnost, of our terns where we were unable to
nmeet, ineffective, and if there was sonme way to redact
that for us, that would be great.

Most of my term | spent waiting, hoping to neet
with -- neet on this council, so | realize that that my
not be possible. That's certainly way above your pay
grade. But just to put that on public record, that was
a very unfortunate decision that |ed nowhere and really

stalled the business of this panel and the work that we
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were able to get done.

So with that, | do hope to continue to see
everyone, and | do hope to see the openings filled
qui ckly and that there is significant consideration for
a real diversity of backgrounds and opi nions on the
panel. And there are many people in these diverse
communities that are also represented in diverse user
groups. And | know there's a vibrant Latino off-road
communi ty and hunting community. And so |I think all of
us as current panel nenbers, forner panel nenbers, and
t he public have people to pull fromwho we can be
supportive in endorsing to join this panel. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Really appreciate those
coment s.

And just to kind of follow up with that, we
wi Il have several terns that are expiring cone Decenber
or January, and we're expecting to put out an
announcenent soon requesting nom nations, so just | ook
to all the DAC nenbers and everybody out here. W can
really use your help to get the word out and to get
folks to apply. Getting folks to apply has been
difficult in the past, and |like you said, you know, a
| ot of people aren't well aware of what the DAC does and
what its function is, so we can definitely try to do

sone things along those lines. But just hel ping us get
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the word out and getting people to apply and st
forward and make that
to us.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you bot h.
|'"ve | ooked up the itenms fromthe | ast
and if

that we all agreed to bring in,

just like to read themoff so they're part of t

for this nmeeting. And | can forward them on
theml ook like they're on the agenda for today,
haven't gone through the field office reports,
some of them are covered in there.

At the top of the |ist was BLM was goi

comm t nent woul d be a great

it's okay,

ep
hel p

meeting
|'d

he record
Sonme of
and |

so maybe

ng to

| ook into getting a nmenori al

pl aced at the CDD district

office for Marie Brashear, as Jim nentioned; bringing

t he subgroups back into regular neeting schedul es; an
updat e on how DRECP i npl enmentation affects grazing
al | ot ments;

an update on the Wldlife Corridor Study

t hat

Departnment of the Interior

Is putting together for

the California Desert under

on the managers oversi ght group about

t he Di ngel |

Act; an update

raven abat enent;

an update on the managenent actions taken at

Vi nagre Wash Speci al

Managenment Area.

West

It looks |ike there's an update about
Moj ave and DRECP here today. W wanted to schedul e at

| east three neetings for 2020. An update on the status
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of the Mbjave Trails resource managenent plan or any
associ ated activities; an update on the survivorship
around the Marine Corps Air G ound Conbat Center Desert
Tortoi se Transl ocation Project; and the advi senent that
we gave fromthe |ast neeting was to host a California
site stewardship programin the California Desert
District and having a presentation on that program as
Ed nmentioned, at a future DAC neeting. Those were al
the carryover itens fromlast tine.

So with that I think we can nove on in the
agenda. And the next itemon the agenda is closing out
on the inplenentation of the John D. Dingell, Jr.
Conservati on Managenent and Recreation Act.

And, Katrina, | have you on the agenda for
that. So wel come, Katrina.

MS. SYMONS: For those of you on that side of
the room the colum may be in your way, so you m ght
want to nove.

So as we are getting all set up here, | do want
to take a nmonent to echo Randy's comrents about
Ed Wal dheim He's ny energizer bunny. | nmean, he's
just an incredible force of nature. And BLM Ri dgecr est
and Barstow is incredibly grateful to the work that he
has done in the West Mj ave.

He's been able to get boots out on the ground
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in order to put up route signs, do route naintenance,
restoration. You can go into many of the areas, and you
can wind up seeing a red "Route Cl osed" sign followed by
sone OHV barrier fencing foll owed by sonme horizontal and
vertical mulching, all to keep the users on the
desi gnated route system

So thanks, Ed. | m ss himnot being here at
this nmeeting and just really do want to acknow edge the
incredible work, lifetime work, that he has done, not
only as a fornmer DAC nenber, but certainly for BLM and
in California.

(Katrina Synons gave a Power Point presentation titled
"Update on I nplenmentation of the John D. Dingell, Jr.
Conservation, Managenent, and Recreation Act in the
California Desert District.")

M5. SYMONS: Are there any questions?

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: |'ve got a couple. |
think they're easy.

Thank you, Katrina. And |I'mjust getting
t hrough sone of the field office report from Barstow,
and just as a side note, you guys have done a | ot of
wor K.

MS. SYMONS: Absolutely. And I think the only
reason why ny office has been able to get a little bit

more i s because | had -- | have a dozen contractors
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underneath there that's working for ne. So | have a
forced nultiplier by those contractors, and thank God
that the work that came up with the Dingell Act was
within the scope of those contracts so that we were able
to do sonme work assignnments in order to get that
boundary signing in and the route signing. So |I'm sure
that the other field offices would have | oved to have
had that tool in place.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah. Congratul ations on
this list.

A coupl e of easy things, do you know, in
Sur prise Canyon and Witewater, as those becone wild and
scenic rivers, as you' re doing your baselines, how does
the visual resource managenent tie into that? WII
there be sone marked change in the way that that
| andscape i s managed from a BRM st andpoi nt ?

MS. SYMONS: So as you know, it's because
Nat i onal Conservation Lands, there is a change in BRM
that takes place. That will w nd up taking place.
There is a plan mai ntenance docunent that has to be put
in place to recognize the new wild scenic rivers.
That's al so being worked on. You know, you have the
| egi slatively designated quarter-mle that cones in;
right? There can be sone adjustnents to that, and then

that will wind up being dealt with when it cones to the
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managenment plan itself.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: The quarter-mle is off
the centerline of the river or the creek?

MS. SYMONS: Yes.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: The ot her question | have
is in some of the BLM | and near Joshua Tree there was
quite a bit of nountain biking that had gone on, in
Section 5 specifically, and |I just wondered how t hat
ki nd of casual use -- how BLM s inventoried that so as
those | ands are transferred to the Park Service they can
consi der continuing those uses in their management. |Is
t hat catal oged at all?

M5. SYMONS: So that use was underneath the
West Mbj ave pl anning area, so we do have sone baseline
information. Like | said, it will be part of that
package that | wind up providing to David.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: That's great.

M5. SYMONS: As | said, then it's working with
the park services as to whether or not the park services
woul d |li ke to continue that ongoing activity.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Great. You nentioned the
report, the Wldlife Corridor Study Report. Do you
think it will be conplete at the end of 2020, or is that
an estimte?

M5. SYMONS: The note | have was that they're
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working on it now. And we had a projected target date,
so -- and we're just at the very begi nning of that
review, so it could change.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: Is there going to be a
public process in that, or is the report just going to
be conpl eted and published then out on the streets? O

will we get a |look at a draft first?

MS. SYMONS: | do not have any information
concerning that. | can do a followup with state
of fice.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: |I'm happy to contact the

state office too. Thank you.

MS. SYMONS: It'Il be Any Fesnock woul d be that
touch. Any is also taking a detail to the Washi ngton
office as well.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

Ot her nmenbers of the council, questions for
Katrina?

Ckay. That is it.

M5. SYMONS: Thank you, Carl.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So the next itemon the
agenda is any Desert Advisory Council comments on the
i npl enentation of the Dingell Act that Katrina just
di scussed and described to us. Any comrents?

Okay. We've got --
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MEMBER BAGLEY: We tal ked about this just a

l[ittle bit. | would |liked to have had a -- |I'm
JimBagley. | would have |liked to have had a chance to
go to the field trip to the Vinagre Wash. | hope that

may be on a future schedule. This is a very cherished,
val uabl e recreation area. |Its wlderness designation is
a maj or change in how the public will have access there,
and |'m concerned about route designation and

mai nt ai ni ng.

Thi s has been an area where peopl e have been
able to freely canp and rockhound and do a | ot of
recreational activities ny whole lifetinme. The value of
that is very inportant to the public. The people who
use those areas don't necessarily cone to public
nmeetings, and so this is why we're here and just really
worried about the route designation process and
mai ntaining the integrity of as nuch public access as
possi bl e.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Any other comments from
council nenmbers?

| appreciate that, Jim And I think
Vinagre Wash is particularly interesting because there
was the | egislated route network in the Speci al
Managenent Area that is pretty specific, but |I've driven

around and canped and col |l ected rocks in Vinagre Wash
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and had a great time, so Il'mwth you.

Okay. There's time for public comrent, but |
don't have any public comment cards. Wuld anybody I|ike
to submt a card?

MR. STEWART: Do you want a separate card for
each tine?

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, on any agenda item
you want to talk on, John. Oh, "all"?

MR. STEWART: Yes.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Cone on up, John.

M5. SYMONS: So, Frazier, | do have one
clarification. One of ny fellow field managers said |
m sspoke. It's quarter-mle fromthe high waternmark,
not fromthe center of the river, quarter-mle from high
wat er mar k.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

MR. STEWART: Good norning, DAC. John Stewart
with the California Four-Weel Drive Association. Thank
you for the presentation and explanation of a ot of the
factors of the Dingell Act.

Sone of the conversation about Vi nagre Wash,
yes, Vinagre Wash is a high-value area. |It's been very
contentious over the years, and to ny feelings is that
t here shoul d have been sone wi | derness boundary

adj ustnents to nmake it -- well, to facilitate it so that
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viol ati ons of wi | derness boundaries were not so easy to
acconplish. So many of the w | derness boundaries
actually run through and basically bisect washes, which
are the normal routes of travel in that region. So |
encourage the BLMto take a good close |ook at the area
and pay attention to what is happening there.

I'"d also like to point out that as Vinagre Wash
is looked at along with analysis of recreation patterns
and rock patterns throughout the rest of the area
covered by the Dingell Act, and this is even within the
Moj ave Trails Monunent area, is there's a changing of
use patterns within the OHV community.

I n other words, the concept of over-landing is
now becom ng very big, and in over-Ilanding people do not
start froma base canp and then go out and spend a day
around a small area. They will go three to four or five
days along a trail with an entry point in one spot and
exit point somewhere down the road. W need
connectivity of routes in order to accommpdate the
public recreation patterns as they change over tine.

Wl d and scenic rivers in the desert, enough
said. There's so many contradictions within that that
it's very difficult to really address the hardcore facts
and what is appropriate.

Now, there's |and conveyance nentioned about
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Tabl e Mountains W | derness Study Area as being
transferred to the state. What is not addressed is the
fact that, with the statehood acts, every state had a
certain nunber of acreages of federal managed or
federally controlled | ands that they could request to be
brought into the state inventory. A lot of the

Anza- Borrego Desert State Park was accumul ated and built
t hat way.

VWhat is unclear is whether this transfer of
acreage of BLM managed Public Lands fromthe Table
Mount ain W I derness Study Area, does that decrinmate
(as spoken) the land area that the State of California
has at its disposal and yet to exercise their right to
cl aim Federal Lands on the inventory for when California
was estated. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

The next comment card we've got is Randy Banis,
and that's the final comment card that |'ve got from
this section.

MR. BANIS: [I'Il be brief. But |I second the
DAC s desire to visit the Vinagre Wash Speci al
Recreati on Managenent Area. And | just want to explain
with respect to the genesis of this Dingell Act or the
Cali fornia conponent -- or the California Desert

conmponent of the Dingell Act, there's a |arge geographic
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area that brought people together fromdifferent places
and fromdifferent communities. And if the BLM may be

| ooking to visit the Vinagre Wash area, | woul d
recommend reaching out to the conmunity of Walter's Canp
as they were the nost involved body with respect to the
genesis of the design of that Special Recreation
Management Area. And | think it would be helpful to
hear fromthemas to what they had in m nd and what
their thoughts were too.

So thank you. Just sharing a little background
on that one.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Randy.

Any other public comments for this section of
t he agenda? Any other comments from the DAC?

Okay. Very good. W're a little bit ahead of
schedul e, and we're schedul ed for a norning break at
10: 45. Want to press ahead into the next agenda item
Andrew, or do you want to take a break?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: We're schedul ed for a
break. That will flow better.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So we'll take a 20-m nute
break. It's 10:10 right now. Please be back in the
room and ready to start again at 10:30. Thank you.

(Mor ni ng break.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Wel cone back. The next
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itemon the agenda is the District Manager Report. |
think the state office report was going to be included
inthis and the field office report, so take it away,
Andr ew.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you. Well, a few
fol ks have asked about my background. | thought 1'd
just give you a little bit of background on nyself. |
do conme from Col orado, and people tell me | dress |ike I
came from western Colorado. |'mnot sure what they nean
by that, but anyway, so | did cone from Col orado.
grew up in -- | was born and raised in Col orado. G ew
up in the area that forner Secretary Sal azar grew up, so
| know himand his famly pretty well.

Prior to this job I was in western Col orado as
a Northwest District manager, and sinmlar to the Desert
District, pretty busy district. Rather than it being
renewabl e energy and desert and forest, it was oil and
gas and sage grouse. A |ot of the sane issues, a | ot of
simlar interests. Not quite as big as the
Desert District, which is 11 mllion acres or so.

But | am super excited to be here, having a
great tinme in this job, so far anyway. And, you know,
|"'ma wildlife biologist by training, so the desert has
al ways been just an attraction to nme, so |I'm super

excited to be here.
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Prior to being the district nanager, | was a
field manager in southern Colorado. Prior to that |
spent sone time with the Forest Service as a program
manager managi ng t he Abandoned M nes Land Programthen
as a district ranger as well.

But nmy first 15 years in governnent service
were with the Fish and Wildlife Service as a wildlife
t oxi col ogi st, so kind of conpletely different there, but
spent a lot of tinme out in the field and al ways
consi dered nyself a field guy. So if | screw up sone of
these formal neeting things, you'll kind of understand
why. But anyway, again, I'mglad to be here, having a
great tine.

l"mgoing to start out talking a little bit
about things fromthe Washington office perspective and
our State Director's perspective, go into sonme focus for
the district, and then I'Il turn it over to the field
managers to give you just a real quick briefing on what
you got in your reports there, and then we'll be able to
answer sone questions.

Most of you probably know that WIlliam Perry
Pendl ey is our Deputy Director for Progranms and Policy,
and he is exercising the authority of the BLM director.
So essentially he's our acting director for the agency

right now And M ke Nedd is our Deputy Director for
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Operations. M ke Nedd has been around for a long tine,
a | ot of experience with BLM and really provides us sone
good | eadership up there.

Here in California they just selected a new
State Director for California, Karen Mouritsen, and she
comes fromthe Eastern States Field O fice, which is
actually located in Washi ngton. But she spent sone tine
in different positions there in Washington, D.C. She
was an acting State Director in Alaska, acting
State Director, New Mexico. She conmes with a | ot of
experience, and | think she's going to be really good
for California.

Joe Stout, who is right now our acting
State Director, will go back to his position as the
Associate State Director. Joe has done a pretty
incredible job running the show for BLM And he
actually did not apply for the State Director position,
but really glad that he'll be staying around.

Leadership here at the district |evel, you al
know the field managers here. Vicki is acting field
manager, and Ryan Chatterton will be com ng in as our
El Centro field manager. | nentioned that before.

The three folks we haven't tal ked about,
Dani Ortiz is our nonunent manager for the Santa Rosa

and San Jaci nto Muwuntain National Mnunent. That
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position is vacant, but Dani has been acting and doing a
great job there. She was on the field trip yesterday,
so sone of you should have nmet her there.

Ji hadda Govan is our Sand to Snow Nati onal
Monunent manager. We co-nmanage that nmonunment with the
Forest Service, and she's a Forest Service enployee.
Kyle Sullivan is our Myjave Trails National Mnunent
manager, and he works out of the Needles Field Ofice.

Switch gears a little bit fromleadership
there, talk about budget. Right now we're in a
continuing resolution, so our budget for this year is
really based on | ast year's budget. Hopefully sonething
wi Il get passed here before too long and we'll be off
and running. This current continuing resolution
expires -- | believe it's Decenber the 20th. So hoping
sonet hi ng happens there.

Just a little bit about nunbers there, for FY19
State of California BLM budget was about $150 milli on.
That does not include fire suppression. Bring that down
alittle bit to California Desert District, our
expendabl e budget is about $33 million for the entire
Desert District. About 24 mllion of that is
appropriated dollars. About five mllion is fees that
we get from OHV, canping, and that kind of thing. And

t hen about four mllion is cost recovery fromsone of
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t he projects you | ooked at yesterday.

Most of those projects are what we call cost
recovery, and the proponent actually pays our staff to
process those projects. So 33 mllion is about where we
were in FY19.

So Joe wanted nme to be sure to thank the fol ks
t hat worked on West Mojave, not just the BLM fol ks, but
all of you, the DAC nenbers and nenbers of the public
t hat have had input in that over many years. Qite the
process, so we're really pleased to have that piece of
it done. Katrina rem nds me we're not done yet, but
that piece of it is a good one to have wapped up so
far.

As you all know we tal ked about yesterday, you
know the BLMis a big contributor to the nation's energy
i ndependence, and that's a big focus of this
adm nistration. And so our renewabl e energy projects
are a big focus for the BLM right now, both the sol ar
energy, w nd energy, and other states all have gas
progr ans.

| say other states. W actually in California,
you know, our Bakersfield office has a pretty big oi
and gas program and those wells there, if you don't
know anyt hi ng about them are over a hundred years old

some of themand still producing. So it's a pretty big
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oil field there that's pretty inportant. W also have
sone oil and gas activity down on the South Coast Field
O fice, out of Doug's field office. You don't hear too
much about that, but we do have sonme oil and gas
activity there as well.

Let's see. This week we had two public
meetings on the Crinmson Solar, one in Blythe, one in
Pal m Springs. W also had a public neeting on the
Wit ewat er River G oundwater Repleni shnent Project
that's going on here in Palm Springs. | say that just
to |l et you know there's a |ot going on behind the scenes
that you may not be aware of associated with each of
those projects. They're all pretty conplicated and just
a lot of things going on. Qur staffs are super busy in
all the field offices. | know you know t hat but just
wanted to point that out.

The last thing | wanted to just rem nd fol ks
of, that we are taking a |look at the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conservation Plan. | think it was two years ago,
actually, and we're going to be taking a | ook at that
and working on an anmendnent to that. W're still
working on it. Like Frazier said, expect sonething out
probably early next cal endar year.

And we definitely want to hear your conments,

hear your concerns, hear your conmments. You know, | net
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with a lot of different groups, and that has conti nued
to be a concern if there's any changes to that plan, and
so we definitely want to get your input and hear about
your concerns with that.

On the agenda a little bit later is secretarial
orders, and |I think that was as part of our new RAC
direction. You know, we're asked to talk a little bit
about that. And I'mgoing to tal k about that here.

Then we'll cone back to it a little bit later. But we
have streanm ining for NEPA is one of the big enphasis of
this adm nistration and trying to get docunents down to
a reasonable page limt as well as a reasonable tine
[imt.

And the teans have been doing an excellent job
of doing that. It kind of requires that we get a | ot of
upfront work done. A lot of the studies that drive our
El Ss we're needing to get done before we go out with our
Notice of Intent for those EIDs, so it kind of changed
the process that we use internally to get that
informati on out and to get things done, but it is, |
t hi nk, helping to produce and streanline analysis and
get those docunents out in a reasonable tine.

For EISs, you know, the departnment has set a
page |limt of 150 pages. We can request a variance for

conpl ex projects and go up to 300 pages, but we're
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generally trying to keep them down to 150 pages. You
know, people | ook at sone of the historic EISs. You
know, we're tal king thousand-page EISs in sone cases, soO
big difference there, big change.

We're also required to get those EI Ss done
within a year of our Notice of Intent. Again, that
changes kind of the process that we use and our
requi rement for getting studies done for our analysis
and all.

As you all know, the adm nistration has a big
focus on securing the border, and in Septenber the
Departnment announced the tenporary transfer of about 560
acres fromBLMto the Departnent of the Arny all al ong
the border to build border barriers. That transfer
i ncl uded about 44 acres in the Palm Springs Field
Ofice, alittle less than that in the El Centro Field
Office as well, so definitely involved with those things
goi ng on.

The transfer followed the president's
announcenent declaring a national energency on the
sout hern border and the Departnent of Defense deferring
$3.6 billion to barrier projects. And | point that out
because sone of those funds are being used to construct
the barrier projects on formerly managed BLM | ands as

wel | .
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Switch gears fromthat. Talk a little bit
about reorganization and regionalization. You probably
heard a little bit about that. DO, the departnent
under Secretary Zinke, started a regionalization
process, and we went to 12 unified interior regions.

And that process is still going on, a little different
focus or a little different enphasis now. But for
California, for the Desert District, we're part of

Regi ons 8 and Region 10. And actually | have a map here
"1l just pass around to the DAC nenbers to take a | ook
at those regions.

Real |y what that does for us or what the focus
of that is, is when we are working on sone of these big
projects, as we discuss with other agencies or have
i ssues or concerns, say with Fish and Wldlife Service
or Bureau of Reclamation, that that regional -- they
were going to call themdirectors, different titles now,
but there's a person identified that is responsible for
t hose issues within that region, and rather than the
i ssues going to the Washington office, we will neet with
that person and try to resolve those sister agency
issues at a lower level. So kind of howit affects us
t he nost.

You probably heard about BLMrelocating its

headquarters to Grand Junction. That process is noving
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forward. About 60 positions from prograns that are
really inherently D.C. based, things |ike |egislation,
regul atory public affairs, budget, Freedom of

| nformati on Act, about 60 positions will stay in

Washi ngton, D.C., and about nore than 200 positions wll
be com ng either out to Grand Junction itself or other
western states.

There is a website. [If you go on to the BLM
website, you can find nore information about what's
going on with that nove. And that's in process right
nNow.

Switch gears a little bit to district
priorities. Obviously we have a |lot of big renewable
energy projects going on, and just naintaining those
proj ects and mai ntai ning oversight for those projects,
working with the field offices to be sure that they're
staffed to get those done, that's one of our nmjor
priorities.

We had about 50 vacancies in the district, so
anot her one of our priorities is just filling positions,
getting positions filled. W've really been working at
that hard and cut that nunber down quite a bit but still
trying to get positions filled.

We are going to be nmoving the district office

from Moreno Valley and co-locating in the Palm Springs
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office here. That's going on right now W' re |ooking
at engi neering drawi ngs and how we're going to make

nodi fications to the building to get everybody to fit in
t hat space and hoping to have that noving pretty far
down the road, if not conplete by late spring, early
sunmer. So we will be closing the Moreno Valley office
and housing both offices here in Pal m Springs.

Budget is always an issue. | gave you those
budget nunbers. To nme, |ooking across the
Desert District and the nunber of enployees and the
resources that we nmanage and just the area that we
manage, we definitely could use a shot in the armthere.
So we'll be working with our new State Director and
seei ng how we can continue to bring noney down to the
desert.

Partnerships are a big priority for me. Been
getting around, trying to nmeet with a lot of our
partners. W at BLMcan't get a whole [ ot of work done
w t hout our partners. So you all are really inportant,
so | really appreciate the partnerships here on the DAC,
partnerships with the counties and the cities, and
that's going to be a big enphasis for ne as a district
manager .

Kind of the last thing I'Il nmention here is

down in the Inperial Sand Dunes, we've got sone funding
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to replace the Cahuilla Ranger Station down there, so
we're going to be working hard on that. That's a pretty
old facility down there. Really needs replacenent with
t he amobunt of work that goes on down there, so we're
hoping to get that noving this year as well.

So that's kind of the news fromthe Washi ngton
and state office and the district office. So you al
now have copies of the field office reports, but | want
to have each field manager cone up and just hit a couple
of the highlights for you and give you an opportunity to
ask them any questi ons.

So, M ke, you want to start us off wth
Needl| es?

MR. AHRENS: M ke Ahrens, Needles field
manager. Good norning. | think it still is. So just
real quick, then, |I led off on the report with one of
t he bigger projects we've been working on in Needles for
a while now, Castle Mountain Mne. 1It's mne |ocated up
in northeastern San Bernardi no County on the east side
of the Mpjave Preserve. |It's a gold mne. It was
operated in the '90s and into the early 2000 range and
then closed as the price of gold di m nished.

Recently cane back to us a couple of years ago
and started tal king about reopening that m ne now, and

so they've given us a plan nodification to consider.
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Essentially they're actually going to reprocess sone of
the ol d overburdened ore that they had recently filled
the pit with and go back and basically reprocessing that
ore. So we're | ooking at were those previous

aut horizations all still valid and see if they are.

The one thing that had really changed in their
pl an was the water-nmonitoring wells that were scattered
now are | ocated within the Castle Muntain Monunment in
the Mbjave Preserve, so they're going to re-establish
sonme new water wells, about five and a half acre, new
i mpact .

So we've conpleted really the draft on the EIA,
and | think you'll see that opened up to public
commentary perhaps as early as next week. So we | ook
forward to your comrents on that.

We' ve been doing some work on grazing | eases
and what have you, some water inprovenents and what have
you. One of the big projects that we just conpleted
this week, there's a fence line in Lazy Daisy Allotnent
meant to keep cattle off of the railroad and Route 66
from Danby to Essex. That project is actually done now.
So real happy about that. That was a | egacy project for
us, and happy to get that done.

Also did sone restoration work at

Crystal Springs up in the Horsethief Creek Springs area.
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That also, really pretty, very nice spring area there,
had been influenced by cattle as well. So we've gone
back in there now and cl eaned up the spring. And before
we did that, we provided water outside for cattle and
actually worked with our rancher and Friends of Amargosa
all helped with that. A good project and | think a
really good outcone.

Let's see. So in the Myjave Trails National
Monunent, we had an opportunity this year to have an
intern, a fewinterns, actually, working with us. One
in particular did a project to -- survey work on bighorn
sheep, |l ooking at the interaction between them and
humans at in the Afton Canyon part. And that's been
real successful, so you can read about that. W're
| ooking to hopefully continue that effort into the
future years as well.

At the Anboy Recreation Area we've had sone
heat-related fatalities, quite a rash of them here
recently. So our office has taken on that and devel oped
a heat safety plan to put sone facilities in place to
hel p make that trail head nore visible so that the hikers
can find their way back. Real, | think, big piece of
wor k found and a good bal ance, | think, between making
that visible to visitors, easier to find their way back,

and still not be visually intrusive. So that's been
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super great.

And al so at Amboy we went through a Governnent
Performance and Results Act visitor satisfaction survey,
and we're real proud to say that results we got back
showed overall satisfaction at Anboy, 98 percent, so we
were very happy with how that's going.

Then al so at Anboy | guess we can say too we
took it upon ourselves to nominate the Amboy Trail as a
Nati onal Recreation Trail. They had a call for projects
here last nonth. That's now in consideration. W're
hopeful to get that recognition on that trail.

And maybe that's it for now for the highlights,
unl ess there's questions.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Questions for
M ke?

MEMBER STOVIN:. |Is the Myjave Trails National
Monunent in your district? |Is all of it or part of it?

MR. AHRENS: So the mmjority of it is within
our field office. Portions of it are also in the
Bar stow and Pal m Springs Field Ofice. And so the
managenment responsibility for that is nested in ny field
office, and we work very closely with Barstow and
Pal m Springs field nanagers.

MEMBER STOVIN:. |s there sonebody assigned to

t hat ?

Page 56

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. Kyle Sullivan is our
nati onal nonunent nmanager.

MEMBER STOVIN: And you're devel oping a
managenent plan for that? O | don't even know if you
started.

MR. AHRENS: We will be, yeah. And it's not
been sonet hing that has been a huge part -- it really
hasn't had the priority that probably it deserves. So
we' ve been really working at gathering baseline
information to work on portions of the project, such as
the safety plans and the nonitoring of our bighorn sheep

popul ati on.

MEMBER STOVIN:. |I'minterested in that plan
formation. 1'd like to be a part of that as it noves
forward. | guess it's off in the distance for now?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, absolutely. W'd love to
see that too. The advisory council had previously
suggested a subgroup for the Myjave Trails National
Monument. We're really eager to see that get going when
the timng is appropri ate.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So we don't have funding to
put that plan together yet, so we've been collecting
sone of the basic information in preparation for
devel oping the plan. So we'll definitely let the DAC

know.
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Al right. Any other questions for M ke?

Thank you, M ke.

Katrina, let's hear from Barstow.

MS. SYMONS: All right. Just so that you guys
can wind up following along, I'Il just basically go page
by page and pick up sonme of the highlights. The big one
is on enhancenment of our desert springs. Just conpleted
t he environnmental docunent on that. W do have sone
i npl enentation dollars in order to put up sone
protective fencing around our springs as well as
ensuring that we've got water that is outside the
protective fencing in order to continue to allow cattle
grazing. Qur big focus right nowis up in the
Juni per Flats area as well as in and around the Ords.

For the West Mojave you' ve al ready heard about
that. We issued that record of decision October 4th,
but we didn't receive any appeals, so now we're into
i npl enentation. The continuing work that we're going to
be doing, besides putting out the new maps and the
ki osks and the new route signing, is also we have the
Section 106 conpliance work of the National Historic
Preservation Act. Qur next Consulting Parties Meeting
is March 18th fromten to noon at the field office.

In addition with the archaeol ogi cal surveys

t hat have been done, we've conpleted two rounds of the
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modeling. It is now going to peer review. Based upon
the results of that peer review, we'll be nmaking
probably sone additional adjustnents to the sensitivity
nodel i ng and then al so nmaking that available to the
consulting parties. W're hoping to have that done and
ready for the March 18th neeting.

Johnson Val l ey O f-Hi ghway Vehicle Recreation
Area, | do want to bring to your attention that the
Marine Corps plans to utilize the shared-use area
starting April 30 to May 11th of 2020, so the shared-use
area will be closed to the public. However, the
remai nder of Johnson Valley, which is probably 60, 000
acres or so, will still be available for use by the
publ i c.

Like I said, bring your attention to Page 4
underneath "Status," they have announced the next two
years of closures. The Marines did not close and
utilize the shared-use area in fiscal year '19.

Dunont Dunes, this past Hall oween we had 15, 000
visitors, and we also had a very successf ul
trunk-or-treat event. W estimted about 5, 000
i ndi viduals. And ny thanks go out to Jason Ardenski and
Friends of Dunont Dunes for supporting that event and
providing the famlies out there at Dunont Dunes with a

safe trick-or-treating event.
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In fiscal year '"19 with the furlough and the
governnent shutdown, two of our five holiday week events
did not take place, so visitation was down in
Dunont Dunes in fiscal year '19. W were | ooking at
about 30,000 or so total for three out of the five
hol i days.

As far as Special Recreation Permts, right now
on ny cal endar for fiscal year '20, we have 60 schedul ed
recreation events. Mst of themare notorized OHV. In
fiscal year '19 we issued 181 Special Recreation
Permts.

Also filmpermts is really a high workload for
the field office. And due to the programmatic
environment al docunents that we have in place as well as
the help that we get from Dan Tayl or and Sheri Davis at
the Inland Enpire Film Services, the filmoffice was
successfully able to inplement 153 conmercial film
permts, which is, | believe, the highest in the nation
and with Mbab foll ow ng.

MEMBER TAYLOR: That's right.

MS. SYMONS: We're quite proud with the anount
of filmpermts that we're able to process in the field
of fice.

One also, really a gemfor us on the district,

is our Desert Discovery Center. It used to be the old
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Barstow Field O fice, and it's |ocated right down the
street fromour current office. And it is run in
partnership with a nunber of entities, but it really
does provide an excellent environnental education basis
for, you know, not only the kids in the conmunity and
the surroundi ng area, but also adult prograns.

It allows there to be field trips out to the
Public Lands and gets kids -- instead of sitting in
their houses on all of their electronic gear, it
actually gets themout there on the ground experiencing
nature and |learning to appreciate the wonderful desert
resources that we have to offer on the Public Lands out
t here.

Underneath | ands and realty there's the
XpressWest high-speed rail. Well, that project is back
on the radar screen. The new alignment of that
hi gh-speed rail is now -- the bulk of it is in the
medi an of 1-15, which is a huge benefit for us. It wll
w nd up starting in Apple Valley at one of the train
stations and then running all the way up to Las Vegas.

Ri ght now the lead is the Federal Railway, and
they are in the process of doing the cultural surveys
along with the tribal nonitors and | ooking hard in the
envi ronment al docunmentation that's in place in order to

develop a plan for it. So you should be seeing nore
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fromus here in the next few nonths once we have sone
i dea of what that environnmental plan is going to result
in.

The Amargosa River. There is a ton of effort
bei ng spent out in the Amargosa, primarily with the
critically endangered Amargosa vole. W continue to
work with many partners including the universities in
order to ensure that the Amargosa vole continues to
exist out in the wild. There is a nunmber of restoration
actions that continue to take place out there, including
tamari sk contr ol

We're al so doing sone fish nonitoring of the
Amargosa. The big itemfor us out there is, like we
menti oned before, that we've got the wild scenic river
managenent planning that will be starting up here after
the first of the year. And we will be having public
nmeetings out at the Tecopa area on that.

As well as next week, we do have repair of
fencing in and around our Amargosa River niterwort site.
We' ve had sone vehicles | eaving the state hi ghway and
running into the existing fence, so there's a need to do
sone repairs there.

We al so wound up putting up sone Amargosa wld
scenic river portal signs, Od Spanish Trail portal

signs, as well as portal signs for Avawatz W/ derness,
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Soda Mountains, as well as Kingston. So when you w nd
up on the road between Baker going north to Shoshone and
t hen over to Pahrunp, you will see a | ot nore signage
out there. W have also have a couple new "Wel cone to
Your Public Lands" signs.

Afton Canyon is within the Mjave Trails
Nati onal Mnunment. Restoration work continues in that.
Over the last couple of weeks we've had a crew working
on site, tamarisk removal, and there will be sone piling
of that material as well so that we can wind up getting
ready to burn. And we've al so done sone planting out
there as well.

We al so have -- we have been working with
Victor Valley College in their greenhouse. They've been
doing a lot of plant outgrowths for us. It w nds up
being a really good opportunity for the students in
order to | earn about greenhouse operations as well as
provi di ng BLM plant material for restoration work.

To get to your question, Frazier, having to do
with the status of the 29 Palnms desert forest |ands
| ocation, BLMin fiscal year "19 did issue a
right-of-way to the Marines for 30 years for the right
of renewal for the biological opinion action of
construction of OHV barrier fencing and desert tortoise

excl usi on fencing.
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That fencing has been conpl eted al ong 247,
which is from Barstow down towards Lucerne Valley. That
section is conpleted. Wrk is occurring right nowin
t he sout hern boundary between 247 and O d Canp Rock
Road. And then there will also be sone additional
fencing that will be along Canp Rock Road.

BLM continues to work with the City of
Apple Valley on its Natural Conmmunity Conservation Pl an
Habi t at Conservation Plan. And the draft is due to us
here shortly, so you'll see sone nore activity on that.

And if you have any questions, |I'mready for
t hem

MEMBER STOVIN.  You briefly nmentioned
Juni per Fl ats.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Use your mc, please.

MEMBER STOVIN:  You briefly nmentioned
Juni per Flats. Wat were you referring to at the
begi nni ng of your talk?

MS. SYMONS: Juni per Flats?

MEMBER STOVIN:  You threw out the term and
wasn't sure what you were referring to.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: The springs.

MS. SYMONS: Onh, the springs, desert springs.
Thank you, Frazier, for bailing me out on that one.

So there was a spring survey that was done
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desertw de. We augnented that survey from goi ng
site-specific to areas within the field office, and from
those surveys we identified a nunber of springs that
were not in proper functioning condition.

MEMBER STOVIN: This is natural water com ng
out of the ground?

MS. SYMONS: Springs, yeah. And based upon
that inventory, we identified sonme corrective actions
that we believe will help nove those springs towards
proper functioning position. The actions for five to
eight of them-- and I don't renmenber the exact
nunber -- is to put up sonme exclusion fencing as well as
maki ng sure that we have water that is piped outside the
exclusion fencing to still allow for |ivestock grazing.

MEMBER STOVI N:  Exclusion fencing? That's to
keep people out or keep critters out?

MS. SYMONS: It's to wind up keeping livestock
out. It's still built where wildlife can still go
underneath the fence, but it's to keep livestock out.

MEMBER STOVIN: Okay. | understand. You
mentioned permts, 60 permts, that were nostly
notori zed events?

MS. SYMONS: Yes. Yes, that's on ny cal endar
for this year is 60 recreation events on my current

cal endar .
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MEMBER STOVIN: That's 20207

M5. SYMONS: That's for 2020.

MEMBER STOVIN: | think that's outstandi ng, by
the way. Then you nmentioned two ot her nunmbers. One was
180, and one was anot her.

MS. SYMONS: Yeah, for fiscal year '19, ny
field office issued 181 Special Recreation Permts, and
we issued 153 commercial filmpermts.

MEMBER STOVIN. Wow, that's amazing. That's a
| ot of admi nistrative work.

MS. SYMONS: Yeah. So part of the reason for
the 181 Special Recreation Permts, |let nme put sone
context to that, are the vending pernmts that the field
office issues, including, you know, the filmpermts --
the special recreation vending permts for King of the
Hanmmer s.

MEMBER STOVIN. | was going to say King of the
Hamrers is one permt. Are there a lot of permts
associated with that event?

MS. SYMONS: There are the vending permts.
Yeah, we're | ooking around 100 vending permts for King
of the Hanmers.

MEMBER STOVIN: That nmkes sense. |f you
exclude that, then the nunmber of permts is simlar to

the normal nunber of motorized events and other siml ar
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ki nd of events?

M5. SYMONS: Correct. It will conme close to
our currently -- the 60 recreation events | have on ny
cal endar for fiscal year '20. It's simlar.

MEMBER STOVIN: That's a |l ot of events. Thank
you for processing so many events.

M5. SYMONS: And | do add is that, you know,
part of the reason that we're very successful is we w nd
up getting support fromthe other field offices,
particularly when it cones to being able to have those
| aw enforcenent rangers cone in as well as the nonitors
as well. And in particular is the King of the Hamrers,
we have |ots of folks conme in for that.

MEMBER STOVIN: That's a big deal

You nmentioned a rail from Apple Valley to
Las Vegas?

MS. SYMONS: High-speed rail, yes, sir.

MEMBER STOVIN: | have not heard of that unti
just now. And did you say that's going to run right
al ong the center of Hi ghway 157

MS. SYMONS: Correct. That's the alignnent
currently being proposed.

MEMBER STOVIN:  So why woul d have the BLM have
an interest in that?

MS. SYMONS: Because we have sone actions --
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wel |, before we needed to issue the right-of-way because
it wasn't part of being in the nedian, the original
alignment. We issued a right-of-way on that, gosh,
probably five years ago. | nean, it was a whil e ago.
Now we have the new proposal in place to put it in the
m ddl e, but we al so have power that has to cone across
BLM | ands, as well as there m ght be sonme construction
sites on BLMas well. So that's our piece of it right
now i s reviewi ng those.

MEMBER STOVIN: That makes sense. That's
pretty exciting that people could maybe | eave their car
in Apple Valley and then hop on the train and go to
Vegas, because if anyone's gone to Vegas on Friday night
or come honme from Vegas on Sunday evening, like, traffic
is really bad. Mybe that would be a big help to al
t hose ganbl ers.

MS. SYMONS: Well, that's the hope, that it
will help with the congestion, because right now there's
tinmes that it could take you five to eight hours to get
from Vegas to Barstow, yeah

MEMBER STOVIN: That's great. |'mglad your
office is helping to facilitate that. All right.

That's all | have.
MANAGER ARCHULETA: Jim you had a coupl e.

VEMBER BAGLEY: Dan was first.
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MEMBER TAYLOR: One thing | do want to say
about -- there we go -- about the filmpermts is that
the only reason why Barstow i s nunber one in the nation
is because of Katrina and her staff. They understand
t he inportance of the econom cs of filmng and how it
i npacts the conmunity around them and they bend over
backwards to try to stay within the |aw but still allow
t hi ngs to happen.

"Il give you a great exanple is that fiscal
year 2018-'19 San Bernardi no County nmade around
$20 million on filmng, and alnost half of that is
because of film ng on Federal Lands. That's how
i nportant that the BLM offices are in understandi ng
filmng and work with filmng and try to make them a
part of what they do because they help the conmunities
around them And Barstow really is the jewel for that.
| wanted to give them sonme public praise.

MS. SYMONS: Thank you, Dan.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ji nf?

MEMBER BAGLEY: | want to make a comment about
t he Special Use Airspace proposals for the Marine Corps.
It's a generic coment because the Federal Aviation
Adm nistration has jurisdiction over the airspace. The
Bureau of Land Managenent owns the | and, but they have

i npacts on each ot her.
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When the Marine Corps took over nobst of the
Johnson Valley area, it was a massive | oss of
recreational access for the public in the California
Desert. But there's also an airspace conponent to this
expansi on, and so I'mgoing to put nmy other hat on. |I'm
a comrercial pilot. I'ma flight instructor, a fierce
advocate of having aviation access for the general
avi ati on popul ation al so.

This current proposal is what is called Special
Use Airspace. For those of you who are not pilots,
there is a restricted airspace proposal fromthe surface
to 60,000 feet. That will elimnate the ability of
general aviation aircraft to access the airspace. These
are conplex issues, but I want to raise them here
because there's a connection here, and I1"m going to give
you sone exanpl es.

The airspace proposal has not been finalized.
It's going through the process right now For ful
di scl osure, | was once a part of the Departnent of
Def ense effort to --

(Reporter clarification.)

MEMBER BAGLEY: 1'Ill try and slow down. |I'm
sorry | talk so fast.

For full disclosure, I was once an enpl oyee

with the Departnment of Defense, did an expansion study
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on a Marine Corps base, so | have a |ot of know edge in
this area.

So ny concern here, if the restricted airspace
takes a footprint beyond the imediate training
facilities that the Marine Corps are entitled to use, it
has an inpact to the public. 1In the Johnson Valley Open
Use Area there's an aviation conponent to recreation.
You have people flying ultralight. You have anateur
rocketry. You have people who can do sone bush flying
there on the drylands. It's an inportant part of the
Ameri can experience on the Public Lands.

But nore inportantly you have nmjor events now,
li ke King of the Hammers, and if there is a restricted
airspace restriction over these open public use, it wll
elimnate the use for helicopter access support for
t hese races, and that's magjor. So |I'mvery concerned
about the expansion of the airspace proposal. It hasn't
been finalized. And I'lIl give you a real exanple of
just how nmuch of an inpact this has.

On the report fromthe Needles Field Ofice, it
tal ked about the fatalities at Anrboy Crater. As a
comercial pilot, I was contacted by the famly of two

of those folks. They were desperate to find their

relatives before they passed away. | told theml1'd be
happy to take you up and we'll do an aerial search, but
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| need a clearance fromthe United States Marine Corps
to access their airspace.

I'"man insider, and | can't get it over the

phone. But | say, "Listen, | understand your plight.
We'll launch in the air. |[If | can get a clearance in
the air, we'll get it and we'll do a search."” The

reason | nention this, the Arboy Crater is a National
Recreation Area, but it is overlaid by a restricted
airspace from Marine Corps fromthe surface up which
prohi bits even the use of humanitarian or |aw
enf orcement action w thout specific clearance.

In ny case, |'ve got relatives, and you can
i mgi ne how tragic it is. There's only a matter of days
where there's really no hope of finding anybody alive.
| was able to get a clearance to go in there, but this
is exactly the kind of inpacts on the airspace |I want
t he Bureau of Land Managenent to be aware of.

The airspace beyond the Marine Corps base in
29 Pal ns goes way beyond the footprint of their
training. | don't want to interfere with the national
need for mlitary training mssions, but there has to be
sone realistic acknow edgenents about where those
limtations should occur also.

Il would love if the part of the national air

space would be nodified right now so if Anboy Crater was
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cut out, there was at least a ceiling in there, but ny
real concern right nowis the expansion of restricted
airspace into what is now overlaying, not just the
shared-use area, but it appears to also go into the open
areas that aren't inpacted. | don't want to be

prohi bited fromgoing in there.

As a commercial pilot there's another conponent
toit. These are very conplex issues. There are
airways |li ke freeways that you drive on a freeway when
you depart Palm Springs. |If you take a comrerci al
flight out of Palm Springs and you' re goi ng anywhere
north, you're going to get a clearance that clears you
to Yucca intersection, which is an imaginary -- it's not
imaginary. It's a freeway in the sky. But that
intersection is nowin this proposed restricted
airspace. |It's going to have a huge inpact on users
going into Big Bear but also the commercial users
| eaving this area.

The reason it's there is for topography. \When
you take off out of Palm Springs, we're not going to fly
you directly to San Gorgonio and see if you can hop over
it in the clouds and get over it. You go out through
Yucca Val l ey, and you go out of Johnson Valley area then
take a turn towards Pal ndal e.

So these restricted airspace proposals have
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i npact on the public. And BLM has a | and-use conponent
of it, and | wanted that discussion to be there. And
BLM has the ability to comment on these things, but |
want to protect the integrity of public access, not to
the I and, which also has an aviation conponent,
especially in these areas.

So | raise that issue, just it's ongoing right
now. The FAA is in the process. |'mengaged with it.
"' malso the chairman for the San Bernardi no County
Ai rport Conmm ssion. W have public use comm ssions, but
" man advocate for preservation of general aviation
rights to the airports around Barstow, Yucca Vall ey,

29 Palns, Big Bear, Apple Valley will all be inpacted by

this, soit's pretty major.

So | raise that, Katrina. | hope that filters
into the discussions that happen. 1It's just |ike the
of f-road community. |If you go and talk with pilots and

say, "Hey, there's restricted air use space that's going

to pop up,"” they don't know. They're not engaged in the
public process, the hearings where you go publish in the
federal register. Even though the Marine Corps is out
trying to engage people, | can just tell you for a fact
it's not an effective. So here we are, public forum

and I"mraising the issue. Hopefully it will get

di alogue. But | don't think there are any pilots
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sitting in the audience that will be aware of this
i ssue.

So I'lIl get off that. The Needl es search was
unsuccessful. There was really unfortunate fatalities.
You can imagi ne that as a humanitarian flight, if the
Mari ne Corps denied me access, we couldn't have gone.
Same with | aw enforcenent, they need access too. Marine
Corps (inaudible). They don't necessarily work. You
can see how frustrating that is to nme because, if this
was ny famly, | would be absolutely outraged if you
told me | couldn't do an aerial search, especially on
Publ i ¢ Lands.

So I'Il get off that topic for a mnute. [|'m
goi ng to make a general comrent. We tal ked about
tortoise fencing. | have great concerns about this.
And you tal ked about briefly going along H ghway 247.
We see it commonly in the desert. |'m absolutely
certain that there will be unintended consequences in
the future where biological studies will reveal that
these tortoise fences have stopped the mgration and the
nor mal evol uti onary processes of the aninmals, not just
the tortoises.

It's conmpbn sense to ne when you | ook at those
kind of areas. | think they are wong, and | hope that

we have that sort of discussion when we | ook at them
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But | see themall over the desert. And |I've grown up
in the desert, and so if you tell nme that a horned toad
i zard can get through that fence and go sonewhere or
any other small creature, no, they can't. They're real
barriers to mgration

Is there roadkill and other things that occur?
Yes, it happens, which is part of it, but | don't want
to change the entire evolutionary process of the
California desert species that if they can't get through
that fencing. So there's unintended consequences. And
we need to be wi se about what we do in our zeal for the
envi ronnment .

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thanks, Jim for your
uni que perspective you have with the airspace, so thank
you for that.

MEMBER LOVI NGOOD: Just two things. One, it's
the town of Apple Valley. They're very sensitive about
that. Not a city. Just a kind of outl ook.

Then the other thing on the high-speed train,
that's now -- as you nentioned here, they've raised a
multibillion dollars in tax-free exenpt bonds, and
they're going to drive that. They're also the operator
of atrain at the old Flagler line, if you' re famliar
with that, fromFlorida. It goes fromthe state |ine

all the way to the Keys. And they've devel oped this
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transportation corridor fromMam north, and they have
the rights now to develop in Olando and then over to
Tanpa.

But their focus is intent. Anyplace that
shoul d be an hour and a half to drive that becones three
to five hours nationally is their focus, and so it's
really brought a very effective neans, and just to kind
of share with you, it's nore like an airline. \When
say that, it has a coach, a confort, and a first class.

It's kind of interesting even what they' ve done
with security, having been to their Florida site.

Unli ke going to an airport to where we go through the
screeni ng process, you deposit your bags, there will be
X-rays. Then you wal k through what |ooks |ike to be
really, you know, the cenment barriers you see outside of
bui | di ngs, they conme up, and there are several rows of

t hose, and those are actually netal detectors.

So you're not touched, gone through. You just
sinmply wal k through a series of these. Then you pick up
your bags on the other side. So it's a little |onger
wal k but very efficient because it's nultiples of
peopl e, and then your |uggage cones out.

The theory with this train, once it's
devel oped, you'll put your baggage on -- they're

bui l di ng on 38 acres down by the airport in Las Vegas,
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which you'll check your bags in when you arrive at your
hotel. That's where they'Il be. So it's a really
interesting, well-financed organi zati on. Just comments.
Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Anybody el se have a
guestion for Katrina?

Al'l right. Thank you, Katrina.

Carl, let's hear from Ri dgecrest.
MR. SYMONS: Good nmorning. 1'Il do kind of the
same thing. 1'll just go through the report and hit

sonme highlights. The first part is the mning. M ning
activity in the Ridgecrest Field Ofice takes a |ot of
our resources, and they range anywhere from Searl es
Vall ey Mneral -- which they're in Trona -- and the
Gol den Queen M ne -- it's outside of Mjave -- which are
| arge operations, to smaller just casual-use mning, a
| ot of clubs that have mning clains they like to go out
on.

One of the things that we face is that a | ot of
the area in our field office cannot be done under a
notice, and so you have to get a plan of operation,
wher eas ot her places you can operate under a notice.
And one that's not on here that we just had that exanple
is two mners. One would conme in, had clainms on

Cuddeback Lake. One of themdrill ed about a thousand
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holes with a little tractor, but that takes it out of
casual use because of the tractor. So now they're going
to do it under casual -use because they can take dig
those by hand. They're three feet deep. | can't
imagine drilling a thousand hol es by hand, but they can
do that under casual -use.

One of the things of interest, | told you we
have a lithium proposal, but that's been appealed to
| BLA, and we responded to the stay. And we'll see where
t hat goes.

Also with the Searles Valley Mnerals, we do
now have a biologist -- | nean a geol ogi st that covers
that area. That position was vacant for quite a while,
but Brian Ferwerda, he's been doing a great job, and
he's processi ng now because | eases are com ng up for
renewal . He's already done several of those, and we're
processing, doing some others to keep that operating.

The abandoned m ne | ands, the biggest one is
out by Randsburg. There's several operating units there
which we did clean up. We spent mllions of dollars
trying to get those cleaned up and get the area
stabilized. A lot of arsenic in the soils and different
areas which we're trying to cap, and then once that's
all done, then behind the scenes as far as who the

responsi ble parties are and things like that, that wll
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be done by solicitors and others. Trying to make it
saf e because there's a ot of OHV activity, a | ot of
peopl e out there, working for public safety.

Grazing. W had a pretty good year. W
actually issued 17 sheep turnouts and seven cattle
turnouts. We had quite a bit of grazing. W've already
had two applications for cattle since the begi nning of
this year. But also | lost my range con. W're relying
on Barstow s range person to cone over because we have
to do cuttings and make sure that there's enough forage
out there when they turn out. So they've been very
hel pful .

Renewabl e energy. W have a sol ar project out
in the Mbjave area. Basically right now we're trying to
get our last-mnute reviews. W're hoping to put it out
for public review here shortly. W're still going to
get with the district and get sone of their expertise
and stuff |like that. That particular project is in a
DFA, so we are doing it under an EA, not an EIS. So
that will be com ng out shortly.

CGeot hermal . Ri dgecrest, our petrol eum
engi neering technician position was vacant for a little
while. We did get it filled. W handle the inspections
for not only Ridgecrest with Coso but al so Mammot h and

for El Centro. So one person travels to all three
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| ocati ons and handl es their downhole and stuff |ike
that. They do have some geologists to help us with
meter reading and things |like that, but when it cones to
t he downhol e stuff, we have to have a petrol eum

engi neering technician to do that.

We al so are working on Hai wee Geot her nal
Leasi ng Area proposal, and that will be about 22,800
acres, roughly, that we're looking at. That's in
response to right now we have applications for 4,460
acres, which is three |l eases within that area, so that
the EI'S and plan anmendnent will deci de whet her or not
that area will be appropriate for geothermal | easing.

Lands and realty. Sonme of the ones that we
have that we've been trying to give priority to, there's
a couple of projects for wells and water pipelines to
communi ties both in Rand and up al ong Hi ghway 58. So
we' ve been rushing those through, ensuring the water
supply is there and not conprom sed in those areas.

For transm ssions and other stuff falling over
there, the North Hai wee Dam we've got that through that
they're going to be replacing that dam and realigning
t he aqueduct. And so we have a | ot of actions that we
need to do because there's a | ot of cultural resources.
We did put together a plan there, so now we need to keep

monitoring that to ensure that, as that project goes
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forward, that those sites are continuing to be
protected. It is a large project, but there's a | ot of
stipulations set aside to protect those cultural sites.
That's part of our responsibility.

Recreation. We have put through quite a few
permts, and with our field office what we try to do is,
if they're not conpetitive racing events or sonme unusual
thing, we try to give five- to ten-year permts to speed
al ong that process so that we don't have to process
t hose every year. They just need to cone in, give us
their insurance plans, and then we work with themwth
t hat .

We covered the Dingell Act and WEMO

OHV grants. This year we did get four OHV
grants fromthe State Parks for just over one and a half
mllion dollars. Sonme of the things we're doing in
support with Friends of Jawbone, they do a |ot of work,
and they've got a | ot of equipnent out at Jawbone
Station, so we did get a devel opnent grant in order to
install three fuel tanks -- actually, one fuel tank with
three different slots for regular diesel, then off-road
di esel and gasoline, because they spend a lot of tinme
driving back and forth to get gas and stuff |ike that.
So to increase that efficiency and have that, we're

going to put brand-new tanks in there that are all up to
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specs and have that.

So | aw enforcenent. W' re pleased to announce
we've hired two -- well, we've extended offers, and
they' ve accepted to two new | aw enforcenent officers.
We're just waiting for their background checks to cone
in before we get a start date on that.

And one of the other things, with sonme of the
partners that we have that the Inyo -- | don't know if
many of you are famliar with the salt tramthat's up in
the Inyo Mountains that for the | ast couple of years
t hey' ve been going up and basically cutting the snal
little vegetation that's around the towers there, so if
a fire happened to be there, it would give us a better
chance in order to protect those features that were
t here.

They used to haul the mnerals over the top and
take it down to Ownens Lake. Then they barge it across
the water. So it has a long history out there. W try
to make sure those don't get caught up in a fire. It
wi Il probably be about a five-year project in order to
get all the towers, because you have to hike all the way
down and do it by hand and then hi ke out, and that just
takes a while.

Wth our wild scenic rivers, you heard a little

bit about that. Besides the -- we've got Cottonwood
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Creek as well as the Forest Service, Surprise Canyon

with the Park Service, and we're trying to do |
pl ans, because we try to do one plan for the wh
rat her than segnent it out between different ag
Filmng permts, they' ve still been ac
did get slowed down a little bit. As probably
you are aware, things got shaken up a little b
there in Ridgecrest. W had the 7.1 earthquake

there was a lot of -- it didn't necessarily aff

oi nt

ole river
enci es.
tive. W
all of

t up

, and

ect being

able to get out to film but what it affected was the

fact that, with all the things going on, the da
people comng in to do that, the hotels filled

There wasn't the resources that the fi
i ndustry needs in order to support the people t
there. Sonme go out for self-containment. A lo
need to utilize facilities in the town, and tha
of the econom c value. For a while after the e
there wasn't the ability to provide that.

And in regards to that, we did get a |
interest as soon as the earthquake happened to
equi pnent out to nonitor such a rare event. So
about 50 percent of it we worked on permtting,
ot her 50 percent we worked on finding what was
out there. It's tine sensitive, so they rushed

put it out there and cane and asked us | ater.

mage, and
up.

I m ng

0 go out

t of them
t's a lot

art hquake

ot of

put
| think
and t he
al r eady
out and

Then we
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had to start trying to permt it so we know what's out
t here.

WIld horse and burro. The staff there this
year, they do every year, but just outstanding job. You
see in there that 350 ani mals through adoptions, but
there's also over 200 animals that were sold. And
that's not counting a lot of the stuff that we put out
through tips and stuff, the corrals. The nanager there
is very, very dedicated, and it's kind of his mssion to
get animals adopted. And they're one of the top
adopti on agencies in the entire country for wild horses
and burros. So they did a fantastic job this year
pl aci ng that many ani mal s.

And with wildlife, we do a | ot of things
ongoi ng, but one of the areas that we really work with
is we partner with the Desert Tortoise Preserve
Committee for the Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area.
It's just over 25,000 acres that's set aside. They do a
| ot of research in there. W also help with the
naturalist. So people who go out there, they've got
interpretive trails, and they'll show you around and
stuff. And hopefully you can see a tortoise nmaybe out
there maybe in the wild. It's one of the few areas
that's just set aside, and it's all been taken off, so

it's natural. And we can conpare that to the areas
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outside the programto help themrecover the tortoise.

That's nost of the stuff, unless people have
questi ons.

MEMBER STOVI N:  Just a quick question. |
didn't know you had geothermal out there. That's pretty
interesting. You said you had to determne if you're
allowed to go after it?

MR. SYMONS: ©Oh, we have Coso Geot hermal Area,
which is an active producing one. [It's actually on the
base, but it's on BLMIland. And then we are doing
anot her area, which is called our Haiwee Geot her mal
Leasing Area, which we got three proposals, three
requests for | eases. And so we took an area, and what
we are doing is doing the Environnmental |npact Statenment
to decide whether or not it's appropriate to have
geothermal leasing in that area. |It's a process that we
have to go through because it's not regularly open for
geot her mal

MEMBER STOVIN: | was wondering if the DRECP
covers that.

MR. SYMONS: In this area it didn't cover what
we have there. W have to do a plan anmendnment in order
to allow that.

MEMBER STOVIN:. ©Ch, okay. Did you have any

damage from the earthquake to your facilities?
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MR. SYMONS: We did, but npst of it was

cosnmetic. It was a little disturbing at first because a
couple of bricks fell off the wall, but then we had a
structural engineer in. |It's a steel frane building,

and the brick is just a facade, so we were very lucky in
that case. Broke a fewlines at the wild horse and
burro corrals, but the staff got on that quick. As far
as our facilities went, we actually canme out really
well, a |ot better than a | ot of places, Ridgecrest, and
then Trona in particular. Trona got hit really hard,
along with Searles Valley Mnerals got hit really hard.

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you, Carl.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Two things, one just for
t he audience. Billy and Julie, you have comrent cards
in. We haven't forgot about you. Everybody keep
filling those things out. It's on the agenda in just a
little bit.

| just want to clarify sonething, Carl, and
this m ght be ny understanding, but in the Haiwee
CGeot hermal Leasing Area there are sone Areas of Critica
Envi ronmental Concern and National Conservation Lands
designated by DRECP in that |arger area. Not the 4460
acres that was applied for, but there's a larger area
bei ng di scussed that includes those conservation

desi gnations, and that's what you have to deci de whet her
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you can open those areas up for geothermal |easing?

MR. SYMONS: Correct. The area that they're
anal yzing for allow ng geothermal activity is 22,805
acres, | think is what it is, roughly 22,800 acres. And
yeah, there is ACEC and NCL | ands. And there's sone
private that we have in there -- actually sone private
| ands that they applied to, but we own the m nerals
under neat h.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: My understanding is that
that would be the first tine -- if you allowed the
geothermal |easing, it would be the first time since
DRECP t hat renewabl e energy was permtted in ACECs or
the NCLs; is that right?

MR. SYMONS: | don't know if anybody el se has
identified that, but it's -- yeah, | don't know if
anybody el se has, so | can't answer that question.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Let's nove on.
Thank you, Carl.

Let's have Doug cone up and tal k about
Pal m Springs. And for the DAC nenbers, could | get you
to hold off on your questions for Palm Springs and
El Centro until we go through the public comment period
because we're going to be pushing that a little bit and

| want to be sure the public has a chance to ask sone
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questi ons.

MR. HERREMA: Sounds good. Thank you, Andrew,
and hi, DAC nenbers. Doug Herrenmn, Palm Springs South
Coast office field manager. And like nmy coll eagues, |I'm
going through a few highlights of our report begi nning
on Page 24.

Starting with renewabl e energy projects, that's
probably the biggest single programthat ny office
manages. As we di scussed yesterday at the field trip,
we manage about 21 individual w nd rights-of-way,
several large transm ssion projects, and right around a
dozen utility-scale solar projects. | actually have a
presentation on that this afternoon, so if it's okay
with the council, I would prefer to kind of dispense
with a ot of details and just focus on that |ater.

But for the benefit of everybody here, the
names of a few of those projects are the Weston-Beavers
Transm ssion System Upgrade. That is an upgrade to 48
mles of a 220-kilovolt transm ssion project that runs
from Pal m Springs to San Bernardi no. Construction on
t hat project began |last year, and it's currently in
construction operations going through BLM | ands and
Publ i ¢ Lands.

The Ten West Link Transm ssion Project is a

500-kilovolt transm ssion project. It starts in Arizona
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and ends at the Col orado River substation, which is on
the far eastern edge of what our office manages. And so
it's only a fewmles on the BLMin California, but it
was a joint effort with Arizona to get that thing

t hrough. And we've published the final EIS on

Septenber 13th, and a Record of Decision was signed by
the Arizona State Director on Novenber 22nd. The

ri ght-of-way grant is pending, and the notice to proceed
is al so pending.

Let's see. A couple of the highlights for w nd
energy. We took a |look at the proposed San Jacinto w nd
repower project yesterday. That was the snmaller
turbines in the valley floor. The conpany there is
proposing to renove 146 of the smaller turbines, and
actually nowit's down to three, replacing with three of
t he new bi g ones.

Li kewi se with Mesa W nd Repower, the conpany

that owns that project is proposing to renove -- it says
230 there. It's the remaining turbines that are
operational. It's actually a total of 460 turbines, and

to replace it with ten or 11 of the big ones.

On solar, again, we're going to be tal king
about that in detail, so I'll just list the projects by
name. | think we have nore solar projects in our office

than any other office in the BLM It's Blythe; Palen;
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Ford Dry Lake, which is also known as the Genesis
Project; Desert Sunlight, which we visited yesterday;
Desert Harvest, which we saw the begi nning construction
on; the Athos Solar GrbH, MCoy and Arlington; Desert
Quartzite; Crinmson; Blythe Mesa; Erika; Victory Pass.
So it's quite a few.

Over on lands and realty we're currently
processing a request by the Coachella Valley Water
District to upgrade and expand their operations at the
Whi tewat er recharge facility. That's those aquifer
recharge ponds that are on that end of the valley.

Regarding | and tenure, our office is currently
processi ng sonewhere between several dozen and a couple
hundred, dependi ng on how you |l ook at it, land tenure
adj ust nents and other rights-of-way actions. A couple
key ones are the | and exchange with the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians, which was conceived of in
statute in the year 2000, and we were able to conplete
that action last year. And the tribe accepted our
patents in April of this year. So closeout of about 20
years of work there.

Li kew se, this is outside of the CECA, but
under the Dingell Act Congress directed the BLMto
exchange lands in the Santa Ana River Wash Area with the

San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District, and
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we're actively working on that.

Movi ng now to the recreation program unlike ny
col | eagues to the north and south, we don't have really
bi g organi zed events per se, but the Palm Springs South
Coast Field Ofice is home to about 23 mllion
residents, all of whomlive within 50 mles of Public
Lands. And so our recreation programis |argely
di sbursed. It can be very high volune, very intense,
but it's not really concentrated in too many individual
areas, with a couple of notable exceptions.

The Ladder Canyon and/or Painted Canyon area in
the Mecca Hills W1 derness gets about 100,000 visitors a
year. It has risen to No. 8 on best things to do on
Tri pAdvi sor top ten list, which we do see significant
increases in visitation when Tri pAdvi sor has sonet hi ng
on the top ten |ist.

Li kewi se, the Santa Rosa and San Jaci nto
Mount ai ns gets, we think, sonmewhere between two- and
300,000 visitors here on the BLM portion. They get
cl oser to 650,000 visitors a year at the top of the
tram where it's a State Park |land and the Forest
Servi ce.

Just a few individual highlights of our
recreation program We manage three commerci al Speci al

Recreation Permts for |ocal touring operations in the
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Coachella Valley and a little bit further east in
Ri verside. That's Desert Adventures, Big Wheel Tours,
and the ATV Experience. These are all small businesses.

We're currently nmanaging a five-year
conpetitive notorbike trial SRP for the
Sout hern California Trails Association outside of
Lakevi ew.

In partnership with Coachella Vall ey Muntains
Conservancy and ot hers, a nunmber of new trails have
opened up in recent years, including the Kim Ni col Trai
on the north side of Coachella Valley. And our
long-termvisitor areas out in eastern Riverside
apparently open for business. During this tine of year
that's where fol ks can pay a nom nal fee and stay there
for about four nonths.

Let's see. Myving to the off-highway vehicle
Green Sticker program for fiscal 2020, Palm Springs is
| ooking at about a mllion dollars in grant noney for
| aw enforcenent operations, restoration, fencing, and
pl anni ng for off-hi ghway vehicle uses in the Mecacopia
area. So if you recall fromour trip yesterday,

Cott onwood Road going to the north up in the
Nati onal Park and Box Canyon Road to the south, there's
a couple of blocks of public |and between the freeway

and the wi |l derness that we're exploring for sone
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potential off-highway vehicle uses.

One qui ck success story. It's outside the
CDCA, but the Steele Peak project utilized off-highway
vehicle grant noney to fence and restore an area that
had previously been heavily degraded by illegal
activity. And I'm happy to report an area that used to
| ook very, very degraded and denuded was one of the top
rock stars in the Superbloomthis year. So we had a
wonder ful w | dfl ower display back in the spring, one
phot o of which garnered over 44,000 |likes on the
department's | nstagram account.

Moving to | aw enforcenent, Palns Spring South
Coast has a robust | aw enforcenment program one of the
| argest and notion active in the nation, with nine
rangers and a coverage area that's larger than Maryl and,
Del aware and D. C. conbi ned, again, with 23 mllion
residents and international border issues to the south.

Okay. Mving to interns, we're happy to host a
nunmber of interns throughout the year to help us with
everything from bi ol ogi cal surveys to recreation
managenent, trail maintenance, all those kinds of things
that you need interns for. W' re very proud of our
i nterns.

We have a robust vol unteer program by some

metrics. We are happy to host nore volunteer hours than
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any other BLM California field office, and that's
| argely driven by the 16,000 hours, sonmething |ike that,
that the Friends of the Desert Muntains produce every
year.

Movi ng on to National Conservation Lands,
Pal m Springs is hone to part or all of four national
nonunments, the Santa Rosa and San Jaci nto Mount ai ns,
Sand to Snow, Mjave Trails, and California Coastal; al
or part of 14 W/l derness Areas; two W I derness Study
Areas; three National Scenic and Historic Trails, and
that' Il be Juan Bautista de Anza, O d Spanish Trail, and
the Pacific Crest Trail.

And speaking specifically of Sand to Snow
Nati onal Monunent, there are sonewhere between right
around a hundred, that we think, unbranded feral cattle
in the area. W' ve been working with the U S. Forest
Service, the Wldlife Conservancy, and ot her
st akehol ders to fence in and renove those animls. Qur
plan to do so got stifled by the Valentine's Day fl ood
t hat washed out the access road, so we're still waiting
for that road to be returned to conditions needed to
continue that operation.

For Santa Rosa and San Jaci nto Mount ai ns
Nati onal Monunent, next year will be the 20th

anni versary, and we are actively working with the
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friends group and ot her stakehol ders on cel ebrations and
an upgrade to the visitor center.

And speaking of the friends, in addition to
their volunteer hours, we also conduct a nunber of joint
events with them The WIdfl ower Festival, which was
very popul ar this year; hikes; environnmental education,
one of which involves taking black lights to go |ook for
scorpions at night. Kids love that one. Star tal ks and
such that end up getting thousands of participants every
year.

Let's see. Myving on. So we're on page 36 now
under "WIldlife." W' ve been working with the
United States Geol ogical Survey to ascertain the extent
to which w nd power inpacts avian species, so birds and
bats, and we expect the data to be coming in hopefully
end of this year, beginning of next year.

Nati onal bat week is sonething that we take a
| ot of pride in every year. The Coachella Valley is
honme to 20 out of the 21 species of bats that occur in
the state of California, and we happen to have a bat
expert on staff.

Movi ng on to water projects, out at the
Dos Pal mas area, Public Law 100-675 commtted the
Federal Governnment to providing habitat creation and

restoration in an oasis area that runs right on top of
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the San Andreas Fault. So in working with cities,
counties, non-profit organizations, and other federal
agencies, we're managi ng the restoration of about 352
acres of that oasis and surroundi ng marsh.

Ot her restoration activities. W inventory a
coupl e thousand acres a year for restoration, and we
treat approximtely 250 acres a year. That's largely
for tamari sk renmoval and control of other non-native
i nvasi ve plant speci es.

And the very last thing, which didn't nake it
into this report but | promse will be in future
reports, is our partnership with the Patton Miseum
That's what we all saw yesterday. W' ve had that
partnership in place since the 1980s, and are very proud
of it. That's all | have. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Doug.

Vi cki from El Centro.

M5. WOOD: Good norning. Vicki Wod, acting
El Centro field manager for the rest of the day.

So U. S. Gypsum expansi on and noderni zati on
project, the final Supplenmental EI'S published yesterday
and in hopes of the Record of Decision to followin
January.

As far as recreation goes at the dunes,

visitation was up at Hall oween but down at Thanksgi vi ng,
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probably due to the weather. And we've had two damagi ng
rain events since | was there in ny six weeks of acting.
Caused damage out in the dunes on Gecko Road and, of
course, Wash Road, and we had crews out there trying to
get that cleared so the visitors can have access to
t hose.

SRP events. We are currently processi ng about
32 SRP events with additional expected throughout the
year. We've already processed 24 this year

On the personnel front, the chief |aw
enforcement officer is at FLETC right now and will be
com ng back | ate February as permanent. Chris Rice has
been doing an excellent job in that acting position, and
we're | ooking forward to having permnent | eadership
there in the name of -- Camillo Gonzales is his nane.

We al so got three other highly qualified people
to say yes to cone to EIl Centro. W wll be having a
wildlife biologist, a geologist, and a nmai ntenance

worker joining us in the next few nonths. That's ny

report.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Vicki.

Ed, can we hold off for just a bit because
we're into a public coment period. | want to nmake sure

we cover that then cone back to your questions.

MEMBER STOVI N: Ckay. That's fine.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: So |I've got two public
comment cards here.

And Billy, you're up first for tal king about
permts and Rattl esnake Canyon Ranch.

MR MTCHELL: It wll take a while to get
t here.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: We'll wait.

MR MTCHELL: M nanme is Billy Mtchell,
fourth-generation cattle rancher, currently from
Ratt| esnake Canyon Ranch for the | ast probably 25 years.

I"'mreally concerned with the board because --
| mean, not the board conpletely, but there's nobody
representing ranching, and there should be on this
board. Everything else is represented but ranching.
And, Andrew, nmaybe you can get back with your people and
find out why this appointnment -- whether it's me or who
el se, whoever it is, it's very disturbing to ne.

' ve been around this thing since back in the

'80s when we used to have four neetings. |'mkind of
hoping that -- we used to have one manager that cane in
and knocked it to two. | don't think that's proper. |

t hi nk we shoul d have four because, as you see, this is
probably the | owest we've had in public coments because
they don't know when it's coni ng.

This is the last one, but | think it should be
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advertised a little better, even for the ranching

i ndustry, because | know that there's -- even though
there's only six of us left out of 23 famlies when
was a kid, it's still inmportant, you know, because we
take care of a lot of federal land. W depend on it.
It's our business.

And | would like to know if you could tell ne
how many neetings you think you're going to schedul e
next year. Do you have any kind of a plan of what we're
going to do -- or you're going to do?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Sure. Qur intention is to
schedul e four. W don't always have control at a |ocal
| evel as to whether we're able to hold sonme of those, as
well as we don't have conplete control over the
nom nations and how quickly we fill those positions.

But our goal is to have a full DAC represented. Right
now, | nmean, we have 15 positions, but right now we
don't even have the full 15 filled. So we're going to
be working pretty hard on that. | appreciate,

especi ally about the ranch conmunity.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, because there's nobody
really qualified to even address any issue from
ranching. | nean, that's not nmaki ng anybody nore
i nportant than anybody el se, but each one of these

people, which I've said on this before, has their
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specialty and who they're representing, you know. And
think it's really inportant that we don't forget the
ranching industry |ike we have in the past. | nean,
|"ve dealt with numerous state directors, and | don't
even want to go into how old I am

Anyway, | do have one thing to say about
Bar st ow resource. They've done a great job, not only
the rangers, by stopping this OHV stuff. You nade a
very good point about that tortoise fence. W' ve always
been concerned about that. It nessed the bighorn sheep
up back in the '80s, they found out, because they
coul dn't pass back and forth. And to ne, you have
animals in one area, you set boundaries, that's what's
goi ng to happen to the tortoise.

As far as the ranching, Katrina has done a very
good job sitting on top of the problens we've had in the
past. There's probably 15 years that we haven't done
not hing at the county level, and | happen to be the
chai rman of San Bernardi no County Range | nprovenent for
about the last, what, 20 years. So this is the first
time we're getting anywhere after all that tinme. Very
di sturbing for the ranchers, you know, because nothing's
happening. But you do have sone good ground people
t here.

As far as Carl, | think the world of him
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because he generates sone of that 8100 npbney that can

hel p us out down here.

Do you want to say anything?

MRS. M TCHELL: OQut of the 60 permts t
had, Katrina, is there any on Rattl esnake? The
permts you said for next year for the OHV, is t

out of Rattl esnake?

hat you
60

here any

MS. SYMONS: | would have to | ook at the

cal endar. As before, anytinme we get issues, we
reach out and do the three Cs.
MR. M TCHELL: Exactly. You can't run
together. That's kind of nerve-racking for us.
Anot her point too -- |'ve probably run

time -- but that airspace that you were talking

al ways

bot h

out of

about ,

if you're famliar with Rattl esnake Canyon, it's right

around Soggy Dry Lake, and we coul d have an acci

dent

there and need airlift out. So I want to stay on top of

t hat because we're the only famly right there,
they block all that off, they block the access t
off. | don't even think they realize there's a

t here or ranching operation.

but if
0 us

famly

And for the last thing, on these kiosks, we

need to notify the people -- you know, the kiosks are

real good, but they don't mention anything about

ranchi ng i ndustry underneath it. So they drive

t he

up there
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and say, "Ckay. | got to stay on this road, 333." Then
all of a sudden they think my cattle guards are to clean
their tires off so they can go down the hi ghway.

That's definitely sonething that's going to
have to be addressed, because 20 years ago | m ght have
three people on a weekend. Now | have three, four, or
five people every day. | don't know where they work at
or if they do have jobs, but it's really hard to run
t hat operation to interchange with the anmount of OHV
around it.

And with that, thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Julie, you filled out a
separate card. Do you want to make ot her comments, or
are you good?

MRS. M TCHELL: That was it.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you.

John Stewart from California Four-Weel Drive.

MR. STEWART: Good norni ng, DAC nenbers.

John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

A |l ot has been covered as far as the activities that BLM
Desert District is going through. A couple of itens --
or several itens did trip a need to have a comment on

Ji m Bagl ey nentioned and expounded quite
el oquently on airspace. VWhile | understand and

appreciate his concerns, | would like to add that it was
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sonmet hi ng not nentioned is one of the recreation
activities that off-road people get into is the use of
drones. Drones around restricted airspace, especially
at Johnson Vall ey, are a noted problem

Overflights of any aircraft over
W | derness Areas is |limted to 500 feet and above, and
yet there are a ot of W/l derness Area points or borders
where recreationists do use drones. | would recomrend
that the BLM engage in a public safety advisory on a
conti nuous basis through their various news outlets
where they advise the recreationists that they reach
that there are FAA regulations in place for the use of
drones and places where it's appropriate and not
appropriate and to begin some kind of work on public
educati on canpai gn about that. It is a very inportant
issue, and it is not very well advertised and addressed.

And along the lines of the PSA sonething was
casually nmentioned, and there is quite a bit about
desert tortoise and ravens predation and different
i ssues related. There was a big nove a few years ago
that created a desert tortoi se awareness brochure that
al so brought up sonething about the raven predation
probl ems on the desert tortoise.

Again, | would like to see the BLM resurrect

that and start pushing that with nore of public service
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announcenents through their outlets and maki ng those
brochures again nore available to the recreation groups
for handing out to the public or to the participants at
the vari ous Special Recreation Permts and events that
they are permtting. |It's sonething that, again,
educati on and ri sk awareness is very necessary in order
to make this happen and bring these to a successful
concl usi on.

Border space, that one district manager

menti oned that there's changes com ng in the border

space areas. It is sonething that now is a touchy point
because in the past DAC neeting -- this goes back
several years -- the Honeland Security and Border Patrol

were in attendance and made a statenent that they're
treating the first hundred mles of U S. |ands along the
border as a quasi-mlitarized zone.

And yet this is an area which has a high inpact
to recreationists, whether they be rockhounders,
of f-road recreation, nmountain bike, hikers, clinbers,
and just any type of use. That not only affects
California, but it extends over to Arizona, New Mexico,
and on into Texas. This is sonething that | believe
that is not well-defined or well-acknowl edged within the
BLM as to the inpact of recreation that these kind of

actions have, especially when Honel and Security starts
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closing gates on traditional routes of access throughout
t he region.

So, again, advertisenents that publicly, yes,
it's happening, because a | ot of people don't know unti
t hey cone up on the backside of a | ocked gate or junp
a -- find out that they're now facing Border Patrol is
guestioning them and not sure why they're there on
Public Lands and actually participating in a recreation
activity.

DRECP, very big, big issue, and as it noves
forward, it's going to have a mgjor inpact. |
appreciated Jim s coments about going for an OHV grant
to develop or plan for a recreation area. Then it goes
back to, well, let's see, didn't Palm Springs have a
6, 000- pl us-acre OHV area out off of Interstate 10 that
was cl osed during VWEMO deci sions? You know, sonetines
deci sions nade sonme time ago come back to inmpact you
because they're now | ooki ng at reopening or going
forward on an OHV area when they've already closed one.

There was a nention of a study of desert
springs. |I'mKkind of curious as to who created and who
funded that study. |Is it a publicly avail able study as
to | ooking now at the fact of going back and creating
encl osures around these springs to affect habitat and

the type of enclosure being done?
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If it's to keep vehicle access away, that's
great. You know, it's sonmething that should be
necessary, should be done. And also when you | ook at
t hese desert springs that are in places where you have
burros, make sure these are a burro-proof fence, because
burros will really destroy a spring, much nore so than
i nadvertent driving through it with a notor vehicle.
Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: And that's it for public
comment cards that |'ve got. Anybody else? Going once,
going twice. It's just past noon. [It's 12:10, so |
think if there are any questions --

MEMBER TAYLOR: | wanted to say one thing. |
apol ogi ze.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Sure.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | just want to bring up at the
end of this, go back to ny one-trick pony thing,
filmng. There was sone casual conversations | wanted
to bring up officially about filmng on the
Public Lands. | think all of the district offices here
can enjoy the economc inpact of filmng in their
regions if we just got some EAs programmatics done in
those areas that are already disturbed.

If we can work out a plan that whenever you're

wor ki ng on a commerci al use of mning, grazing, energy,
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whatever it mght be, to include filmng into those EAs
as a standard practice, then when the filmindustry
cones to want to shoot at a solar panel plant, that
process is already in and a CADx doesn't have to be
done. It's already on the NEPA. So that w ||
streamine that. That will bring nore econom c inpact
to the counties that are inpacted, and | think it would
benefit the comunities around it.

The other thing | wanted to say was | was
shocked that your budget is 33 mllion for the mllions
of acres that you have to manage. | just find that a
travesty. And | don't know what can be done to solve
that problem but it really needs to be a solution to
t hat because it's ridiculous that that's all you have to
manage all the land that you got. It doesn't make any
sense to me, and | think we have to figure out a way how
get that notice to the D.C. that this needs to change
for the amount of work that you have to do. It shocks
ne.

So those are the only comments | wanted to say.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Mariana, you've got a
qui ck comrent ?

If there are a few other quick coments, |
think we can go maybe until 12:15.

MEMBER MAGUIRE: |I'I|l keep it real short, and
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maybe |1'1l bring it up again later on. To your point
about one-trick pony, | have worked in Federal
Governnent, 1've worked for Congress, and |'ve gone
t hrough appropriati ons and done the appropriations
process as a staff nmenber in Congress many years in a
row. And | appreciate very nmuch your point about
funding. Andrew, thank you for illum nating that for us
as wel | .

| think at the | ast DAC neeting we nentioned
this in the public. There was al so sonme acknow edgnent
fromthe public that this is a problem The resourcing,
it comes fromD.C. | want everyone here to know that
this is an issue of appropriations. And so for everyone
in the public, you know, please help support. We al
have priorities that we want BLMto be able to
acconplish, and they need the resources to do that.

Often it's tenpting to shoot the nmessengers and
be upset at the faces that we see, but the people that
we should be really reaching out to are nenbers of
Congress to ask themto appropriate the right amount of
funds so that BLM can do its job here on the ground,
whi ch woul d be telling themthat the funds that BLM has
for the Desert District are just deplorably |ow, and we
need to make our voices unified and heard on that front.

| think we can all agree -- if at |east on
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not hi ng el se, we can all agree that BLM here in the
desert needs the resources to do its work. That is
1,000 percent an appropriations issue, and that rests in
t he House of Representatives that has the power of the
purse. We need to be asking themto give BLMthe noney.
And |'m happy to hel p anyone who wants to lead in that
effort.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Mariana. Any
ot her comments before we break?

Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. Are we on?

Yeah. To echo Mariana, we can contact our own
Congress nenmbers and ask themto appropriate nore noney
for the Bureau of Land Managenent. |'ve been follow ng
activities in the El Centro BLM office for sonme tine, as
wel | as personnel, and they have sonme wonderf ul
personnel. Neil and Carrie are fabul ous.

They' ve had trouble attracting and keeping
quality |l aw enforcenent people. And |'ve cone to
understand that, out of the five offices, only their
office is not on the sane pay scale as the other four,
and that makes a problem People see that there's a job
opening with the BLM so they take a job, and
i medi ately they're looking to transfer to a

hi gher-paying office. And that's difficult to manage an
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of fi ce when people conme and go qui ckly.

Is there anything the DAC can do to help
El Centro get on the same pay scale as the other four
of fices?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: That proposal has been
made, and we're thinking it's going to pass. So here in
the next few nonths we'll be hearing about that. So
t hat does make a big difference, and it has to do with
hi gh-cost-of-living areas, and it's not sonething that
BLMitself sets. But just know that that proposal has
been nade, so we're hoping that that noves forward and
that they will be on a simlar scale.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. Geat. Well, |
think with that we'll break for lunch. It's 12:15 right
now, so let's get back in here at 1:15.

(Lunch break.)

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Okay. W're going to go
ahead and get started. Thanks, everybody. | know we're
delayed a little bit in the agenda, but | think we'l
make sonme tinme up now on the next few agenda itens.

So at 1:00 we were going to discuss the
Executive Orders and Secretarial Orders of interest to
the DAC, and 1'd just like to refresh everybody's nenory
that I think three years ago or two and a half years ago

Secretary Zinke issued some new orders for us to
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consi der all RACs across the country, and the DAC was
one of those groups that were supposed to consi der those
orders.

There were al so Executive Orders we were
supposed to consider, and | think, Andrew, if you and
Ben would be willing to send those out back to the
council so that at |east we can have the [ist of those
that we're supposed to | ook at or our new charter to
freshen our m nd.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Maybe what we'll do is
we'll put themon the website as well as send themto
DAC nenbers.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Sounds good. O herw se |
think I can just open this up to the council menbers for
any Executive or Secretarial Orders that anybody would
like to discuss. | don't have any.

Okay. We have a space for public comments for
Executive Orders, and, John, you're the only coment
card I have. So anybody else that would |Iike to make
public comments on recent Executive Orders?

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, DAC nmenbers.

John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

I"'mfamliar with some of the Executive Orders,
and as you nentioned earlier, going towards a one-year

timeline to conplete an EIS, | amfully in support of
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that. Dropping the EIS down to no nore than 150 pages,
absolutely a nust. WMany of the downfalls of the EISs in
t he past have been the depth of analysis that has been

i ncluded, and that really detracts fromthe neat of what
is being done or said.

And getting it back to where the EIS is as
i ntended, a progranmatic docunent that will essentially
| ook at what you want to do, provide a brief analysis of
yes, there are inpacts and further inpacts will be
studi ed on an as-necessary, as-needed basis, and the
concept of tiering the various NEPA documents is tried
and true, has worked in the past.

There's no reason we can't go back to that and
create a docunent that really is a succinct definition
of what is to be done, noting that there are potenti al
i npacts that will be | ooked at or addressed in nore
detail in being a better environnment and limt the
anmpunt of analysis essentially conposed or conpressed
into one docunent. Please do that. That's so
i mportant. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

Any ot her commenters? Any other coments from
the council?

Okay. Geat. Well, we'll nove on to the next

itemon the agenda, which is a presentation on Renewabl e
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Energy and Transm ssi on Line Devel opnent in the
California Desert District.
And | think, Doug, you' re the |lead on this one.
MR. HERREMA: Just getting the conputer dialed
up for presentation. Then we'll get started.

(Doug Herrema gave a Power Point presentation titled
"Renewabl e Energy and Transm ssion Line Devel opnent in
the California Desert District.")

MR. HERREMA: |1'd be happy to field any
questi ons you m ght have.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Anybody, any questions?
G eat .

Doug, what's been your experience on Athos and
Ten West transm ssion using all the DRECP CMAs? Have
you run into problenms like with the rare plant buffer
and things |like that? How does it conpare to sonething
i ke Palen that was processed wi thout DRECP in place?

MR. HERREMA: So for Palen, Crinmson, and
Quartzite, the applications for which predated the
DRECP, so we used the NEPA from DRECP but not the Land
Use Pl an Anmendnent decisions, if the distinction mkes
sense. We devel oped a crosswalk with the CMAs and how
they may apply. And so | think a couple years of that
process made processi ng Athos and Ten West nore

efficient and nore stream ined than they would have been
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had we not had those experiences with the other
proj ects.

But the quarter-mle buffer is definitely a
point of tension but for siting. For transm ssion
facilities it's a little different than P.V., where with
P.V. you've got a huge field of stuff on the ground, and
with transmssion it's largely overhead with small er
towers. So that was something we had to | ook at.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah. | appreciate that.
And | just want to take a few mnutes and remnd -- |
t hi nk many of you in the roomrenmenber the |last ten
years. But starting in 2006 with the Energy Policy Act,
there was this m x of incentives that showed up, and by
2009 there was a solar gold rush out in the desert. At
one point there was 1.6 mllion acres of application for
sol ar that bisected the desert from Barstow all the way
to Bl ythe.

And the reaction to that, | think in a |ot of
our conmmunities, not just the environnmental community,
but | ocal communities, the recreational community,
rockhounds, was the genesis for what ultimately turned
into the DRECP, | think, to try and zone renewabl e
ener gy.

And | say all this not just to hear nyself

tal k. DRECP was the |argest anmendnent -- | understand
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it was the |argest single anendnent ever nade to the
CDCA from 1980, and we're probably faced in the next
couple of nonths with an anendnent to DRECP. And so |
just want to remnd all of us and remind our friends at
the BLMthat this is a really sensitive subject. It's
very controversial, and it should be. Any anendnent
shoul d be taken with the greatest anmount of care.

One thing that stood out about DRECP was it was
ei ght years of controversy and a lot of -- it was a | ot
of , you know, slow, |ong public neetings. But it was a
pretty robust process, when all was said and done. And
so the last thing | think we want now is for a mjor
amendnment to cone out to DRECP for us to get 60 days to
comment on the thing for changes done.

VWhich all leads ne to say, | know in certain
parts of the country RACs are sort of able to get a
previ ew of plan anmendnments before they hit the streets,
and 1'd like to request that, if there's any way that
t he DAC can get information about what's being
considered in the DRECP anendnment before it comes out, a
previ ew of the amendnent or any sort of, you know, ahead
of it being published in the Federal Register Notice,
that we be really closely involved and consulted in that
process both before and during the public comment. So

that's it.
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Thanks, Doug. Good presentation.

MR. HERREMA: Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Anybody el se?

MEMBER TAYLOR: | have one question. On the
incident with the cultural issue, do you have an idea of
what the proposed outconme's going to be on solving that

at this point, or is it just not quite there yet?

MR. HERREMA: 1'1l need to review that when
get back to the office. | was out nost of this week in
public neetings -- or actually travel neetings. So the

letter's currently being devel oped, and I need to | ook
at what those neasures are exactly.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: | want to echo Frazier's
statenents about the DRECP and how nuch tinme it took and
how much effort it took and how nuch of the community
contributed to it and that at the end of the day it was
not necessarily a plan that everyone saw everything that
t hey wanted, but everyone saw sonet hing that they
wanted. And ultimately it was very well bal anced.

And it's a groundbreaking sort of
first-of-its-kind undertaking that was really unique in
| ooki ng at how to address conservation, other uses on
the | and, and renewabl e energy at a | andscape | evel.

So, you know, we really as a community cane up with an
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i ncredi bl e plan here.

And any anmendnments should be very, very
carefully thought through and revi ewed and consi dered by
BLM by the public, and by this body because it really
has -- opening that up again has an incredible potential
to be not only disruptive, but undue, an enornous anount
of work and bal ance and consensus that was ultimtely
created.

So hopefully we will see bal ance remain, and |
want to echo as well it'd be great to see anything -- as
menmbers of the panel, great to see any anendnents or
proposed anendnents in advance so we can really dig in
and chew through them It was a very conplex plan to
begin with, and so certainly any anmendnents or any
suggestions for changes will be conmplex as well.

And just thank everyone at BLM again for
putting in all of the effort over so many years around
this plan. And that's all.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks.

I think we have time for public conment now on
the agenda. So I've only got one card. So unl ess
anybody el se has questions for Doug, we can let himoff
t he hook.

Doug, you're off the hook.

MR. HERREMA: Thank you.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: And John, you're up.

MR. STEWART: Good afternoon, DAC.

John Stewart, California Four-Weel Drive Association.

Yeah, Frazier, you're correct that been around
ten-plus years with DRECP and the problens that have
been encouraged there. |[|'mrem nded of some comrents
|'ve heard over the past, even dating back to the early
2000s, when the WEMO, NEMO, NECO plan started and a | ot
of the renewables were first being thought of.

Over the years it has becone apparent that you
wi Il never be able to generate enough power to satisfy
t he power sink that is the L.A basin area. You wll
never be able to generate enough power that will satisfy
t he power sink of Las Vegas. Two of the biggest
consunptions of electricity and electrical power in the
worl d exist in Las Vegas and the L.A. basin area.

To continue this folly of thinking that
renewabl e energy devel oped on Public Lands in the desert
region will satisfy that is problemtic and very short
sighted. Until the communities that need electric power
and the ones willing to develop it really get serious
and return to the once stable source of power

generation, which is nuclear power, which is a proven

commodity, then | don't believe that they will ever
reach a satisfied -- or satisfaction for creating power
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and all we will see is a continued consunption of the
desert for the power cells or the solar power fields and
the wi nd power.

Now, | don't know if everybody picked it up,
but on the presentation the solar, photovoltaic solar
panel s are made of cadmumtelluride, carcinogenic
conpounds. The battery conponents are lithium The
ampunt of effort it takes to m ne and process the
cadm um and the telluride conpounds and lithiumin order
to make those quantities of batteries and sol ar panels
necessary is in itself a major environnental
cat astrophe.

Maybe not in the California Desert where you
see it, but in the sources where those are mned, it's a
massi ve effort with massive destructions of |and. |
mean, they are huge pits. You're talking up to a mle
wi de and several hundred feet deep for a lithiummne in
order to generate enough. Now they're wanting to create
more |ithiumdemand for nore batteries for power
consunption. | believe they need to really get serious
and | ook at alternative sources for the energy
consunption demands of the U S. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

Does anybody el se want to put in a public

comment for this session?
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Ckay. Seeing none, we've got ourselves back
ahead of schedule, which is good. So given that we had
a late lunch, | think we could just push forward into
t he next section on the agenda and try and wrap the
meeting up before a break.

So the next session on the agenda is Desert
Advi sory Council comrents on the subgroups, the various
subgroups that we've put together. So | think there's a
chance for public coment, but before we get to the
public comment on this, I'll turn it over to any of the
fol ks on the council here, or Andrew, if anybody woul d
li ke to comment on the subgroups.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Just real quick, the
subgroups are listed down on the bottom of your agenda.

MEMBER LOVI NGOOD: | guess, unfortunately, |I'm
going to have to excuse nyself for the start of this due
to ny constraints. | want to thank everybody for being
here and hearing public comment. Look forward to the
next nmeeting being scheduled. And any questions of ny
of fice, obviously just reach out. You can call Mchelle
and ask for my contact information. |It's proper to say
Merry Christmas and a happy holi day.

(Menmber Lovingood left the neeting room and renai ned
absent for the remi nder of the proceedings.)

MEMBER MAGUI RE: | just want to say quickly,
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with regard to the Modjave Trails National Mnunent
Subgroup, | would |Iove to see that get up and running
qui ckly. We'd |love to see that group be able to have
input in the formati on of managenent plan. | understand
t hat perhaps funds are pending or not yet there, but
just want to put a plug in for that particular group so
that that nmonunment can start to develop its resource
managenent plan and have a | ot of public input in that
process as the designation had determ ned.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You know, |et ne provide a
little bit of beginning discussion there. One of the
concerns that our Washington office has is whether we
really have the authority to create sonme of these
subgroups. You know, the DAC is regul ated by the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, and under that -- you
know, that act houses how we shoul d operate and orders
us to create a charter, which we have a charter for this
group, and it's available on the website.

But under that charter and under FACA, you
know, we really are limted, as | understand it -- and
pl ease, anybody junp in here. But we are |[imted to
comm ttees that exist of subgroups of the |arger DAC
commttee. And if we go out to bring nenbers into -- or
ot her public to create other subgroups or subcommttees,

then that -- those nmenbers woul d have to be vetted
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t hrough our nornmal RAC process.

And so that's kind of the situation we're at
right now So | think -- well, "Il just leave it at
that, and we can just continue the discussion.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: If it's possible, 1'd |ike
to request for at |east Mojave Trails, and | know ot her
fol ks have interest, there was a |ist of people that
were noni nated or that applied to the subgroup for
Mojave Trails, and | think there's appetite with fol ks
i ke me and others to get that |ist of people that
applied together that we m ght be able to do sonething
conpl etely outside of the DAC. And | wondered if that
list of people was available and | could reach out to
themdirectly, not as a DAC nenber, but just as another
citizen.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | don't know the answer to
that, but we'll find out.

So, Mchelle, if you'd make a note to follow up
on that.

MEMBER BAGLEY: So the subgroups are sonething
new, and |I'm | ooking for guidance from ot her people.
Remind me. | thought the Dingell Act created a
subgroup. Am I wong about that? Sonme of these things
i ke Mojave National Trails, wasn't there supposed to be

a citizen advisory group?
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, in the origina
Feinstein legislation, Jim for Myjave Trails National
Monument there was specific guidance about creating a
managenent group, a managenent advi sory conmm ttee, but
because it was not done |egislatively but done by
executive order, that part of the legislation didn't
carry over into Myjave Trails.

So we thought the appropriate step to take
woul d be to forma subgroup to advise the DAC, that it
woul d be non-DAC. It didn't necessarily have to be DAC
menmbers, but that it would be menbers of the genera
public that were interested in the topic that can neet
i ndependently of us and then advise the Desert Advisory
Council. So we wanted to honor the intent that was
created in the legislation by having that set up to the
DAC.

MEMBER BAGLEY: So it's always an honorabl e
I ntention when you're trying to gauge the public on
public | and decisions, and | think that's a good idea.
But | also think that this body is probably an
appropriate body to | ook at managenent plans for that
nati onal nmonument under the jurisdiction of the Bureau
of Land Managenent.

| think every interest group that is

represented on here has sone interest in what happens
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there. So we're not neeting on a regular basis, and if
we had a neeting that was dedicated specifically to the
nati onal nmonunents and their managenent, that woul d be
i nappropriate for ne, so I'mlooking forward into the
years ahead. | personally would like to have sone
involvenent in it, and | think this is the nost
appropriate format to do that.

| don't |ike neetings that are supposed to be
public but they're not really quite public because
t hey're organi zed by people who don't necessarily have a
responsibility to the public. W do. And |I'msorry
that there's not a full conplenent of what the DAC
shoul d represent because we're conspi cuously m ssing
people and interests on this group.

And |' m encouragi ng people to apply all the
time. And to get people who |I know woul d be engaged and
good nmenbers to actually apply is sonetinmes difficult.
But that would be ny preference, that the DAC as a whole
sort of as an advisory group on these instead of going
out to seek, necessarily, subgroups because | think
everybody who wants a public interest, this is their
format. This is where they should conme and openly
di scuss with the public a broad spectrum of interests,
not just a select group.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: And | think it would
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probably be good to -- | don't know this as well as

ot hers do, but there's sone definition between us, |
think, as the DAC form ng around a certain subject where
maybe it's a subset of the DAC that really rolls up our
sl eeves on a certain subject versus that subgroup that
woul d ki nd of help advise us that were subject experts.
So | think we were judging it as those two alternatives.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So you're talking two
different things that can both happen. So as a
comm ttee, you can address that topic, or you could
create a subcommittee to lead the effort, if you will.
At the sane tinme, any of you or any group outside can
forma commttee, obviously, to | ook at any issue that
we' re tal king about and then conme here and make
recommendati ons through the public format.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Well, | think a | ot of our
interest, | know at least in the Mjave Trails Subgroup,
was to not have a specific set of interests engaged but
to have that broad set of interests and a | ot of
di fferent subject experts.

Any ot her coments fromthe council on
subgr oups?

MEMBER STOVIN: | served on the Dunes DAC group
for a nunmber of years, and there's a ot of value in

that group. An awful |ot of people go to the dunes, and
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yet there's a |lot of managenent action taking place out
there, both for conserving resources and for protecting
and pronoting recreation. And we could spend a whole --
at least half the tine of this nmeeting on just the
dunes.

And it's inportant that that area gets | ooked
at. There's fees collected -- | nean, mllions of
dollars in fees collected, and that needs to be spent
properly. And there needs to be oversight, and the DAC
subgroup can cover that oversight. [It's inportant to
| ook at -- there's energency nedi cal stuff going on.

You know, they have rescue buggi es, and they have
heli copters. They have trained people. That's
i nportant that we keep an eye on that. There is ground
operations. There's lots of restroons. There's al
ki nds of stuff that needs to be | ooked at.
And there's |law enforcenment. A |lot of trouble.

Sonebody just told ne about a robbery out there

recently. | don't think this group is specialized
enough to exam ne that area. | don't think we have the
time or the expertise. | know Nicole Glles fromthe

Ameri can Sand Association is |like, "When are we going to
have anot her Dunes neeti ng?"
I"'mlike, "Okay. [I'Il bring it to them"

So we need to have nore neetings for the Dunes.
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There's people that want to go. W want to hear what
the BLM has to say about the nanagenent of the area, and
that's inportant.

Mojave Trails. I'malso interested in that.
Whet her we form-- whether we're allowed to forma group
or not, sonething is going to cone together to | ook at
that, and 1'd like to be a part of that. And SRP
Speci al Recreation Pernmits. A few years ago we
coll ected applicants. | know Jim Wods applied for it.
There's racing organi zations that are very concerned
about getting permts for events, and they want to be a
part of it. I'minterested in conpetition, and I'd |ike
to |l ook at that.

And, again, that's sonething that's a little
bit too specialized for this group to spend tinme on. W
could spend half a day just tal king about SRP's.
Katrina, you said you had 60 conpetitive events.
There's a | ot of events going on, and we need to nake
sure that they're being processed properly. W' ve got
to protect resources. W need to protect recreation.
There's a |l ot going on, so we should allow that group to
be created and have neetings and make recomrendati ons.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Ed.

And, Andrew, can you clarify what you nentioned

about the subgroups, because |I'm confused by that, at
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| east about what the authority is to create a subgroup
or not.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So as | understand it --
and, you know -- so we don't have the authority to
create sonmet hing outside of FACA; right? And FACA has
very specific requirenents for any group that advises
the governnment. So this is a FACA-sanctioned group
right here. This group can create subconm ttees of
itself, but we cannot reach out to bring in other
publics to create subgroups or subcommttees w thout
goi ng through the vetting process that this whole group
goes through for nom nations set up through the quorum
That's the concern.

Does that make sense? Hit me with your
guestions now.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah.

MEMBER STOVIN:.  When | got on the Dunes group
| thought I was vetted. | nmean, | made an application,
and it took quite a while. And they canme back and said,
"Okay. You're appointed.”

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So as | understand it, that
was done at the district |evel for that group. And
pl ease, sonebody junp in here if I'mnot correct.

MR. BANIS: I'mtrying.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: It wasn't vetted up through
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t he Washi ngton office or the parks --

MEMBER STOVIN: So it went to the district or
maybe the state, not --

MANAGER ARCHULETA: The district manager made
t hat deci si on about sel ecting candi dates.

MEMBER STOVIN. It didn't take an entire year
the way the DAC seens to be taking.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Exactly. However, given
the situation we're under right now, the Washington
of fice has cautioned us or basically said, "You don't
have the authority to go create a group like that."

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Because of the history
here with the subgroups, | know we're still talking as a
council, but 1"d like to invite Randy up.

MR. BANI'S: Pl ease.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: He has expertise with the
subj ect .

MR. BANIS: ['mgoing to stay away from
opinion. Let ne ask first, is there anybody in the room
t hat remenbers Dan Maruska? So |'mafraid there's
nobody in this roomthat can validate or verify what |'m
sayi ng.

And so | just have to ask you -- this is
history. In the "90s and the early 2000s the Desert

Advi sory Committee used to put together TRTs, Techni cal
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Revi ew Teans. They were made up of nenbers of the
public as well as nenbers of the DAC to work on an

i ntensive anal ysis of issues through nultiple neetings
and woul d make a reconmendati on on that.

Ri ght about 2010 the BLM was very nervous about
the use of the term "Technical Review Teanm' because TRTs
was a formal thing within the BLM s own organi zati onal
structure that is made up of staff menbers. It wasn't
sonet hi ng that was an advisory conmttee or nmenbers of
the public. And so there had to be sone way to redefine
that function that wasn't a TRT.

And al so that is when FACA cane right to the
front and forefront of the Desert Advisory Conmmttee,
its nmenbers and everybody. The state office hired a
consultant with very big noni es named Dan Maruska who is
an expert on these kinds of issues. And the state
office hired himto devel op an analysis of FACA, how the
advi sory council was acting, howit did its TRTs, its
subcomm ttees and the like, and to find a way to
organi ze the structure so that it would nmeet FACA.

There were over a year's worth of neetings with
M. Maruska and all of the subgroups and the DAC itself.
M. Maruska made several presentations to the DAC about
where he was going and then at the end what his

recomendati ons were. And the state office generally
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foll owed those. And those recomendations were: The
BLM can only accept advice through FACA through vetted
by the BLM nenbers through an advisory council. That is
where the advice conmes, fromyou to the BLM

So I"'mgoing to start with the easy one.
Pardon me again. | really don't nmean to go too far on
this. The easy one is the subcommttee. That's easily
det erm nabl e as bei ng under FACA because a subcommttee
is conmprised of only DAC nenbers.

We' ve had very few subcomm ttees in the past
ten years. The |ast subcommttee that we had that
really nmet and was very active was the DRECP
Subcommi ttee. We chose not to do a subgroup for DRECP
and instead five nmenbers of the Desert Advisory Counci
who were especially interested in that DRECP and went to
really bone up on it and dig deep, those are the five
peopl e that served as the subcommittee. They nmade a
recommendation to the DAC. The DAC anal yzed and acted
on that recommendati on because it canme fromwthin.

But other than that, virtually all the other
subentity work has been perforned by what we have
renamed the TRTs to a subgroup. And the way the FACA
nexus was achieved was that it was very clear that
subgroups do not provide advice to the BLM The

subgroup does not take a vote to tell the BLM what to do
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or ask the BLM The subgroup advi ses the DAC.

Oiginally some of these subgroups, the really
stronger subgroups -- and |'mgoing to tee off of what
Ed has said -- were those that were at Inperial Sand
Dunes and Dunont primarily because of the fee collection
i ssues. Pardon ne. Fee collection at the OHV areas was
a relatively new thing around the 2008, "9, "10, '11
And at that time obviously menbers of the public and
ot hers had concerns about where all this noney is going
to go; how are we going to see howit's done?

And the Desert Advisory Council felt that,
because it was so specific to a recreational site, that
they deferred to have a subgroup that was nade up of
menmbers of the public who had certain expertise, and
one -- at |east one nenber of the DAC was appointed to
t hat subgroup to | ead that subgroup. And that was the
nexus.

There were tinmes over the years where, yes, we
had had neeti ngs of subgroups when we did not have a DAC
member who was appointed to that group, and we |ost that
FACA nexus in those situations. But these groups were
nmeeting regularly and were doing good work and were
providing the DAC with good advice. And so that is why,
for better or for worse, for right or for wong, the

subgroups have continued to try to function during the
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times in which it had a representative fromthe DAC and
at times in which it my not have had a representative
fromthe DAC

So the concept of a subgroup bei ng extra-FACA
is certainly understood, and that was a big concern on
t he reorgani zati on years ago. But | would inplore the
| eadership of the BLMto perhaps see what the report was
fromthe Maruska, how it was accepted, how they felt
t hat nexus in the subgroups could be done, and there
still could be a way to do this, perhaps, or not.

But I"mtrying not to touch on any of the
opi ni on or your new groups that you want to do or
what ever, how that -- I'"'mgoing to |leave it at that.
It's your guys' things. But there is a |long history,
and there was a time not |long ago where it was clearly
part of BLM s policy that this was a very FACA-conpli ant
way to go.

| mss you, Steve Razo. He'd be just about the
only guy on the roomthat could call nme on anything |
maybe have enbellished. But |I did ny best. |'msorry.
Thank you for your patience.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: That's really hel pful. |
just want you to all know I'm not opposed to the idea of
subgroups at all. | think the better information we can

get together, the nore we can involve fol ks out there

Page 134

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

and get this group up to speed on the issues or whatever
it is we're talking about, that I'mall for that. W
just need to be sure we're FACA conpliant, as you
inplied, and realize this admnistration has a different
view of RACs than previous adm nistrations. So we need
to keep that in mnd with whatever we decide to nove
forward with.

MR. BANI'S: Thank you for letting ne take so
much of your tine.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks for the history,
Randy.

Any ot her comments fromthe council here with
that in m nd?

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. The DAC subgroups
or the TRTs can provi de advice. And naybe |ike the
Dunes group woul dn't advise the BLM but the Dunes group
could conme and advise the DAC saying, "Ch, we're having
a problemwth the Dunes. Here's what the problemis,
and here's the solution we recommend."” And then the DAC
coul d discuss the situation, and then the DAC can nake a
recomendation to the BLM

So | would love it if we could formthese DAC
subgroups with that in m nd, know ng that they're not
goi ng to make recommendations to the BLM that there's a

chain of commnd that has to be foll owed. And whet her
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or not a DAC person is at the neetings, that's to be
di scussed. | think there should be, and I would intend
to be at one.

We had a -- | don't know. | think I was on the
Dunes Subgroup for seven years, and | also had a | ot of

nmeetings. And | renmenber only one neeting a DAC nenber

was present during the neeting. It's alittle bit sad,
but we still carried on, and there's still oversight.
We still got reports, the ground office, the emergency

medi cal, and the | aw enforcenent.

| mean, just having those reports puts the BLM
on notice that they need to create these reports and
that they're going to be accountable, so it's good to
have a community -- people within a community to see
what's going on and to hold them accountable. If they
know they're going to have to report, then they're going
to be doing things right or better. So | think that's
i nportant.

So is it possible we can formthese unofficial
subgroups and have neetings, have a DAC nenber? | think
at least three of us want to go to the Mpjave Trails
one. | want to do the Dunes, and SRP, | could be part
of that also. | don't know who el se wants to be part of
SRP. But the point is, the ones that are wanted we

shoul d nove forward wth.

Page 136

Personal Court Reporters, A Veritext Company
818-988-1900




A W DN

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Is that sonething we can do, Andrew?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: |'m thinking here.

MEMBER STOVIN: | know. We're putting you on
the spot. And you're kind of new here, and you have to
foll ow FACA. You need to do various things.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So as Randy explained it
and as you just explained it, | don't see any problens
with that. | do think we need to be careful how those
groups report to the DAC, and maybe it's through that
DAC nmenber is the best way. Not that nenbers of the
group can't conme and speak as public, but in ternms of
representing that group, | think it would be the best if
t hat DAC nenber could be that spokesperson, because then
you' re maki ng recomrendati ons or bringing the advice to
your peers here, so to speak.

MEMBER STOVIN. So | think you would have to
say, yes, this can take place, and then you woul d have
to get BLM staff to go ahead to prepare for a neeting
and be at a neeting -- right? -- because if we're going
to have a Dunes neeting, we're going to need people from
El Centro to go to the neeting, at |least the three, the
ground ops, the | aw enforcenment, and the energency
medi cal. They're going to have to prepare reports,
which | believe they already do anyway, but they're

going to have to bring reports and spend hours. And
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that's tinme they're not doing other stuff.

So | think it would becone up to you that you
woul d say, yes, go ahead and spend half a day and talk
to these people that care about the Dunes.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Most of the field nmanagers
are here, so if we as a group decide that's sonething
we're really going to support, they would talk to their
staffs about being avail able and naking available to you
all the information that you need. | don't see that as
a problem Obviously we're very protective of their
time because there's so nuch going on, but at the sane
time that's a pretty val uable function for us.

MR. BANIS: May | beg another 30 m nutes
(as spoken) with respect to the application process? |
forgot to touch on that.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | think if we're done with
council nenbers, we can just turn it over to public
coment .

So John, | know you have comment.

MR. STEWART: John Stewart, California
Four - Wheel Drive Associ ation.

I think I've been around this a little bit too
| ong, because | renmenber what Randy was tal ki ng about.
| remenber those days. And I'd also like to offer up,

we have a BLM enployee in this roomthat was around
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quite a bit in those days and was quite invol ved,
M ke Ahrens. M ke Ahrens was quite invol ved too.

To clear up sonme m sconceptions that appear to
be com ng between an interpretation of what Randy said,
the fee structure areas being Dunont Dunes and 3 am s or
| nperial Sand Dunes, those fees were originally brought
into play prior to the special event recreation -- |
can't renmenber the exact name of the |egislation, but
the one that authorized it. But that legislation led to
the creation of what was termed a Recreational Resource
Advi sory Council, which was a nationw de point of which
the nation was divided into different areas.

Now, subset of that particular legislation is
that an area that had a fee structure could elect to
have its own advisory council, not really a FACA
advi sory council, but have its own council to help
di scuss and work with the users of the area, of which
that's how t he Dunont Dunes and the | nperial Sand Dunes
TRTs were brought up. And then they were essentially
just nmelded into the DAC in the early days.

Yes, Randy is right. The TRTs were then turned
around and renaned subgroups. And | forgot the
gentl eman's nanme that did the research, but yes, he's
correct that it's there that only -- what's key here is

that a FACA group is conpletely vetted through defined
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channel s by the FACA legislation itself.

The menbership of these other subgroups did not
really have a vetting process of anywhere near the depth
t hat the FACA grouping or the DAC had, but their vetting
was the fact that, nunber one, they were a user of the
fee area, and nunber two, they were interested in
i nvol ving and working with the manager of that fee area
in order to ensure that things were done and things
noved forward.

And | know M ke was instrunental in creating

t he business plan that set up the Inperial Sand Dunes

fee structure in the early days. It then called for
having a user advisory council withinit. So -- and to
move it forward, | support the concept of having these

user advisory councils with the caveat that, unlike in
t he past, they have been pretty nmuch cl osed neetings.
No, they're technically a public nmeeting and shoul d be
noticed to the public for all to attend.

And if they are specialty in nature to an area,
then it is up to that BLMoffice to host that public
meeting, which it is in itself not a FACA-derived group
or needs a FACA. Now, it can provide a report out of
its progress or its findings to a FACA body, being the
DAC.

So if you | ooked at the Myjave Trails Mnunent,
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you set up a user group that is interested in noving and
creating that process forward, nunber one, that user
group becones the nucleus of a public process open to
the public, all nenmbers of the public, and maybe the
core ones in there will actually be the ones who w |
bring any other information forward. But in itself,
they do not provide direction to the BLM or the federal
agency on how to inplenment the process. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, John.

| think there's one other public comment card
in, and then we'll come back to the council here.

Randy, did you want to make another comment?

MR. BANI'S: Just briefly, may 1°?

The way that the DAC had set up subgroups, sone
of the time the DAC itself would come up with the idea
when we would |ike to have a subgroup, and sonetines the
BLM woul d actually conme to us and say, "W think a
subgroup woul d be hel pful for us.” 1In either case a
subgroup was never initiated until it came to a ful
vote of the DAC. The DAC voted to create the subgroup
or not to create the subgroup, because subgroups require
care and feeding.

I f the subgroup was voted to be put into place
by the DAC, generally there would be a process within

the BLM where a field manager woul d sonehow get stuck
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withit, and it was sort of up to themto start to
initiate to the public affairs office a call for

nom nations. And it would go out in news bites and a
press rel ease that the Desert Advisory Council's | ooking
for X nunmber of nenmbers for such and such subgroup in
these certain positions, here's your deadline, and so
forth.

Menmbers of the public would fill out their
applications, get it to the Mdreno Valley office.
They' d get packaged all up, and at the deadline they go
in the FedEx envel ope, and they're sent to the chairnman
of the DAC. The chairman of the DAC would | ook at the
applications and would nom nate from those applications,
nom nate to the fell ow DAC nenbers at a subsequent
nmeeti ng.

The chairman will bring out and say, "I
received these 11 applications. | nom nate nine out of
these 11 people for these seats. Here's all the
applications.” The nenbers, you would all have them
You'd have a packet. You |ooked through it, and you'd
say yeah, say no, whatever. 99.99 percent of the tine
it was so noved and the DAC would vote to appoint those
peopl e.

Then it was up to the chairman to appoint the

chair of that subgroup and to appoint the DAC nenber
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t hat woul d have that FACA, would provide that FACA
nexus. So that was the process, and it was done through
public notice and so forth.

Il will say, though, the practice of noticing
subgroup neetings in the Federal Register has been a new
practice. Subgroup neetings were previously noticed
only through news rel eases, web pages, news bites,
sonet hing of the nature. And by and | arge, npst
subgroups had their dates schedul ed out for a few dates
i n advance and those would be in the universe in sone
way. But no, they were not federally register noticed
until a very recent thing. Thank you. Sorry about
this.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Randy. And
t hanks, John.

So if there's no other public comment, | think
there's other comments or questions fromthe DAC here.

Go ahead, Jim

MEMBER KENNEY: | was a nenber of the WEMO
Subgroup that was chartered basically the way Randy
tal ks about. We specifically excluded BLM because we
wanted the users to feel they were free to say whatever
t hey wanted about the route network that was going to be
set up that eventually was the 2016 WEMO t hat was redone

just recently, the route network.
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And we had multiple neetings. W invited the
public, in addition to those nenbers that were actually
appoi nted. W had several DAC nenbers on this, and it
wor ked very well. W had a very conprehensive report on
what routes were out there, what was avail able, what we
didn't want to use, and | think a lot of that hel ped
when it was presented to the DAC

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thanks, Jim

Jim did you have sonething to add? You're in
t he queue.

MEMBER BAGLEY: | don't want to be
geographically limted in things that we do as the DAC
itself, and | support this subgroup because | recognize
that, if you have sonebody, Dunont and I nperial are
entirely a user group the people feel passionate about
those, but | think it's germane for us to conme back
here. That was nmy main concern. | didn't want to get
si detracked.

Every one of these topics is sonething | feel
woul d be inportant for us to discuss with the DAC. If
there are user groups, that really can contribute
sonet hing significant to bring value here in the desert.
| want to be flexible, too, when things come up in the
future. W are managi ng off-road vehicle areas, or it

m ght be a wi|lderness area. You never know. There
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m ght be an issue here.

And if there's a need to create sone sort of
group to cone back, | would be open to that. [It's about
transparence. So when you ask people to go, there needs
to be a process where we're fully disclosing who's in
there. And there are political agendas in these groups.
And | think that, if you come froma group and you have
a political agenda, you need to fully disclose it. You
need to say, "This is who | represent, and this is why
" mhere,” and it's part of the process so we can have a
candi d di scussi on.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you, Jim

MEMBER MAGUIRE: So I'mfully sensitive to the
fact that the district has to be sensitive to
headquarters and the direction that it's being given and
that there is already a ot of work that the field
of fices and the district does with too few staff and
resources, and nore neetings don't always involve better
results or nore efficiency.

However, given the historical context and
hi storical precedent of the subgroups and how DAC
menmbers have sought and how the district office has
wor ked wi th DAC nmenbers to seek out nore advice and
know edge and i nformati on about all of the conplex

i ssues that take place throughout the desert, | do think
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that we need to -- and it sounds like we're comng to
sone ki nd of consensus or agreenment here, but do think
of moving forward and particularly with your |eadership
now, Andrew, determ ning how that's going to nove
forward, you know, determ ning that relatively quickly,
how we're going to nove forward with the subgroups and

if that is a tradition that we can continue, that would

be i nportant al so because, if | remenber correctly,
there was an official call -- and I don't renmenber how
| ong back, but it was quite sone tinme back -- an

official call for at |east Myjave Trails National
Monument Subgroup applicants. And | believe | renenber
seeing that on a website somewhere as well. Maybe
others in the audience or on the panel can remind ne if
" m correct or incorrect.

And so | know that there are sone people who
have had interest in that and have sent in their
mat eri al s and have been asking, "lIs that going to nove
forward? |Is that on hold still?" You know, "What's
going on with that?" And so sonme of the confusion that
maybe we're feeling here today, nenbers of the public
will also feel.

So, again, as your transition unfolds and as
the DAC returns to its regular order in determ ning how

that's going to nove forward and just having clarity for
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ourselves and for the public so that they do know what
to expect, and if there is a change, you know, making
that clear, making it clear why, and we can direct our
guestions to higher people if necessary, because there
are people who are expecting to see sone of those things
nove forward that have been on hold and then now naybe
the policy needs to change, or hopefully it can continue
and what that | ooks like. Let's just get sonme clarity
on it.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: G ven that our RAC agendas
are nmuch nore scrutinized now than they used to be, |
t hi nk what would be helpful is for us to kind of capture
the idea of a subgroup in just a sinple paper so we can
run it up the flagpole, so to speak, and get the idea
vetted before it shows up in a neeting agenda.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: | think that's a good
follow-up itemfor us, and 1'd be happy to work on that.
And I'Il coordinate with others to get a sinple paper
witten up |ike that, Andrew.

So with no other discussion on that topic, |
know we need to go through the |ist of subgroups that we
have and make a determ nati on about which ones we want
to keep and hopefully start setting neetings. So a
coupl e of the next steps here are capture kind of what

the meat of this discussion has been about subgroups so
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t hat you can feel confortable going ahead with those.

And then | think, as Randy outlined,
identifying kind of which field office may be the | ead
on the subgroup -- on each one of the subgroups, then we
woul d start working with the field office managers as
DAC nenbers to get those subgroups goi ng again.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Just real quick, | know,
Randy, based on what you said, you've been through this
before, and I hate to reinvent the wheel and go through
it again, but | think just given where we're at
nationally, we need to do that.

MR. BANIS: Very well. Thank you.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Point of order is that | don't
t hink, since we don't have a quorum we can't vote on
addi ng or subtracting subgroups at this point. You have
to have a quorum before we can do that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, that's right. [|I'm
with you, Dan.

So that's future business, which is a great
segue for our next agenda item If everybody is good
with nmoving on, the final itemon the agenda today is a
di scussion around itenms to consider at future neetings.
"' m happy to take a bulleted list of itens that we
di scussed, like I did last time for us. 1'Il send it

out to the group afterwards and share themw th you,
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Andrew. |I'd like to open it up for itens we should
i ncl ude next tinme around.

MEMBER STOVIN: Certainly what DAC subgroups
are appropriate to be created or to be sustained.

MEMBER BAGLEY: We tal ked about this a little
before. 1'd like to get back to the four neetings as
much as possible. | know it's demanding on staff tine,
but I think it's an essential role we play. All of us
are very busy, and the farther in advance we can publish
t hose theoretical dates and get them on our cal endar,
it's better for the DAC nenbers, but it's also for the
public, because they can agendi ze their own schedul es.

|"d personally like to travel to each one of
the district offices. 1'd like to be sonmewhere where
there's an issue that is really before the public.
That's when 1'd |like to have the flexibility of being
there. But I'd also |like to neet at every one of the
areas that we manage that we're | ooking at itenms com ng
for before us.

And the field trips, | think it's so val uable
for DAC nenbers. A lot of DAC nenbers may have never
been to sone of these areas. We're going out |ooking at
things. And also we allow the public to conme along with
us too, and | think that's just really -- it really

fulfills the m ssion of what we're supposed to do.
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ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: \What do you think, Jin? |
mean, would it be sonmething that we would just request
to BLMthat we just cycle through the field offices?

MEMBER BAGLEY: Yeah. | think that the BLM
staff, because you know what's coming up in the future.
So | would | ook ahead at how the planning process, the
records of decision, things that are com ng up that are
going to affect the public. And you can see ahead here.
As a DAC nenber this is a nmultiple-year term so when |
| ook at nmy tenure on this commttee, |'m hoping that
we're going to be everywhere: W're going to be in
Ri dgecrest, we're going to be in EIl Centro, we're going
to be out in Needles.

And | want field trips, and I want discussions.
And it doesn't mean that we can't be other places, but |
al so need it on ny schedule. I'mjust -- we're al
really busy folks, and it really helps the farther in
advance | can plan and say, "Hey, | got a travel day
here and two days here, then maybe a travel date back."
It's inmportant for us.

And then | would like the flexibility where, if
we neet and we say, "Hey, sonmething has erupted in the
California Desert,"” then that should be where we go next
tinme.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Andrew or Ben, what's the
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next earliest date? | know that there's a process. So
what's the next earliest date we can neet?

MR. GRUBER: Sam and | were just tal king about
that. Seventy-five days is the absol ute m ni rum what
t he Washi ngton office requires in advance. And that is
once it clears the state office. That's to publish the
Federal Register Notice, so we have to work back from
t here.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Sonetine in March woul d be
the earliest?

MR. GRUBER: Just for this neeting there had to
be a waiver to the 30-day-in-advance requirenent because
the notice didn't get cleared through the whol e process.
So it was published 15 days in advance.

MEMBER TAYLOR: 1'd like to propose that -- can
we -- since it was a 75-day notice, why can't we take
t he 2020, pick three nore dates or four dates already
and go through the whole year and say, "These are the
dates we're going do it." You know, the location can
vary, but the dates -- correct ne if I'"mwong, but can
we do sonething like that and just say, "W're doing
March. We're doing August,” and just propose those now
to D.C. so that we have the tinme to nmake that work?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: |I'Il just say that in

Col orado we got away with that sonetinmes, proposing the
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whol e year and doing it that way, but not always. But
we can pick those dates. W should probably settle on
some | ocations as well, and then we can nove forward
with that.

MEMBER TAYLOR: That m ght help for our
schedules. | agree with Jim 1It's a chall enge.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: | think March is not yet
too hot in El Centro.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Just kind of, as |
understand it, kind of the normal rotation, El Centro
woul d be kind of com ng up next, and |I know some of the
di scussion was to visit one of the rec sites, if |I'm not
m staken, in El Centro.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: One of ny soapboxes is al ways
to just rem nd, too, that everyone is so busy at the
field offices, and despite the best efforts -- and |
know even for this neeting, efforts were put in place to
try to get everything out in a tinely manner and that
t hi ngs happened that made that difficult, so just
rem ndi ng everyone to be understandi ng and fl exi bl e of
t hat .

| do agree with you, Jim that nore field trips
woul d be really, really beneficial and hel pful, and so
|'"d like to propose, at the risk of putting nmore on

field offices' plates, but perhaps there could be
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consideration for nore field trips throughout the year
wi t hout necessarily having nmeetings throughout the year.

But it seens like a field trip, while it is a
lot to plan, is maybe a little bit lighter lift than a
whol e formal neeting, and that would give people who are
avai l able and are interested in those field trips, in
getting a little bit nmore in depth with the different
district offices and i ssues going on, maybe a chance to
do that.

Certainly I think we could all reach out to the
field offices and kind of arrange our own visits, but
maybe if there was an opportunity for all of us to have
t hose together, that would be useful.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So we budget for four
neetings a year for two days like this one. So to add a
couple of other field trips, |I don't know that we can
fund the travel for additional field trip days.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Ri ght .

MANAGER ARCHULETA: If you were interested in
doi ng that, we can set the days up

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Understood. Thank you. So it
sounds like that it could be an option in some form

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: Then one last thing | would

like to put in a plug for. | think there was a | ot of
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i nterest when you nentioned the 33 mllion that you get
out of the appropriations for BLM It would be
interesting to have an understanding -- a better
under st andi ng, maybe go a little bit nore in depth in
regul ar agenda for these neetings, about the
appropriations that BLM gets and the budget and how the
state office or how national divvies that up and just
for our nmenmbers and for the public just to get a little
bit better understanding of how the funds funnel
t hrough.

And maybe there are different tinmes of the year
where this is nore appropriate. Like if we have a
nmeeting in March, that's when congressional staff are
entertai ning appropriations requests. Mybe that's a
good tinme to frame what the appropriations are. Later
in the year as it's being considered, maybe that's
anot her opportunity or, again, earlier in the year, just
overvi ew of the budget and what that neans to BLM

But clearly there was interest, and | think
nore of the public will be interested as well to just
under stand what that | ooks |ike and then what you have
to think about as these decisions are being mde.

ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: [|I'mgoing to take this
really nice cal endar that we got today, and | just

penciled out that, if we had four neetings next year, it
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woul d be approximately the [ast two weekends in March,
the last two weekends in June. 1'd like to |eave a
little bit of scheduling flexibility so that the
district office and the field offices could | ook and see
if they have sone hard dates at the end of March they
absolutely can't set a neeting for.

But |'d suggest that we as a council ask Andrew
to set neeting dates at the end of March, end of June,
end of Septenber and begi nning of Decenber for 2020 and
get back to us at your earliest convenience.

Does that sound all right?

MEMBER TAYLOR: |'m okay with that.

MEMBER STOVIN: Yeah. Well said. Thank you

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Good. I think that
resol ves the scheduling thing. Does that sound al
right to you, Andrew?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah. | think that would
be great.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Good. And are there other
items we want to discuss for future neetings? |[|'Il
collect the list that we had fromlast tinme and carry
that forward, along with the itenms that we just |isted.
Anybody el se? OCkay. Well, | think that brings us to
the end of our agenda, unless | m ssed sonething, which

' mnot above. If it's all right with you, we can
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adj ourn the neeting.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | just want to say thanks
to everybody for the great comments and great
di scussion. Bear with ne as | get ny feet under nyself
and |l earn the desert, but | thoroughly have enjoyed the
conversations and enjoyed dinner and the field trinp.
That was great. So really encourage your fellow nenbers
to come to the field trips, because | think they're
really inmportant to be able to see what we're talking
about .

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Go ahead, Jim

MEMBER KENNEY: | would like to think that we
woul d get a card and send it to Ed for all of his
contributions to this body.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Can you get us a card,

Ji n?

MEMBER KENNEY:  Sure.

MEMBER BAGLEY: 1'd just |like to encourage
that, and if the chair would sign on behalf of all the
DAC nenbers. Ed Wal dheim has really been a contri butor
to the Public Lands issues, especially through Bureau of
Land Managenment for decades. I|I'mreally sad to hear
about Ed. So if we could as a DAC have the chairman and
possi bly district nmanager sign on our behalf a heartfelt

message, it would be great.
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ACTI NG CHAIR HANEY: |'d be pleased to do that.
On second thought, I'm happy to get the card if |I'm
going to sign it on our group's behalf. If fol ks want
to send ne nessages by e-mail to include in a card, |
can print those out and include themin a card.

MEMBER MAGUI RE: | woul d recommend naybe send
an e-mai|l out to all DAC nenbers. There are a few that
are not present today. Just let them know, and then we
can reply with our nessages.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Yeah, that sounds good.

THE REPORTER: And I'Il| take whatever anybody
has said in the record about himand e-mail that.

ACTI NG CHAI R HANEY: Thank you very much.

Ckay. Well, welconme again, Andrew, and thank
you everybody on the council. | don't knowif 1'll be
in on the next neeting or not. | think my tine may have

run out for the three years, so it's really been a
pl easure to get to know all of you and to have these
di scussions. And it's been a highlight, and [|"'I

hopefully be continuing to join you on the table. But

maybe |1'11 be out there next tine.
So with that, I will adjourn the neeting.
(Appl ause.)

(The neeting was adjourned at 2:49 p.m)

---000---
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Diane Carver Mann, CSR No. 6008, in and for
the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng pages were taken down by ne
i n shorthand at the tine and place stated herein and
represent a true and correct transcript of said
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that | amnot interested in
the event of the action.

Wtness nmy hand this 26th day of Decenber,
20109.

Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the

State of California
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