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General Information
What is a POD?

A POD thoroughly describes your 
project from the initial construction 
phase through termination and 
rehabilitation of the public land. It 
should also describe any temporary or 
short-term use areas needed.



General Information
When is a POD required?

 Toxic substances are proposed for use or storage or will be 
generated or used during any phase of the project.

 An environmental impact statement (EIS) is necessary.
 The right-of-way proposal is a major project in scope.
 Solar or Wind energy development project.
 A transmission line project with a capacity of 100 kV or 

more.
 The BLM may require you to submit additional information 

necessary to process the application. This includes a POD. 
(43CFR§2804.12(a)(8), 43CFR§2804.25(c), and 
43CFR§2884.11(c)(5))



General Information
Where in the process is a POD required?

If during the application review 
process it is determined that a POD is 
required based on the scope of the 
project or as required by regulations, 
a completed POD must be submitted 
prior to the initiation of the NEPA 
process to expedite the review 
process.



General Information
Why is a POD required?

• A POD satisfies the requirements under 
43CFR§2800

• A POD satisfies Item 7 of the SF299—Project 
Description 



General Information
Why is a POD required?

• Mitigation measures are developed off 
of the POD.

• The final approved POD will be cited 
in the authorizing document. 



General Information
Who is responsible for submitting a complete POD?



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

• A POD should be clear and concise, and answer all the questions in the 
POD Outline. If a question is not applicable to your project you should 
explain why. 

• Include all foreseeable future actions of the proposed project. If you 
are applying for a road and you know buried utilities will be needed for 
future development include this in your POD and application so that it 
can be analyzed during the NEPA process. Its better to overanalyze.

• A pre-application meeting helps provide guidance to the applicant on 
what information is necessary for the proposed project.

• Never assume the BLM knows what you are talking about.



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

Common issues with a POD:

• POD, SF299 and exhibits are not cohesive.
• Project description is vague. (who, what, when, where, why)
• Missing length and width of project.
• Legal description does not correctly describe the project 

area. (Specifications for Descriptions of Land)
• No timeline from start of construction to completion of the 

project. (Noncontinuous use for a 5-year period creates a 
presumption of abandonment)

• Detailed description of construction activities. (how)
• Ingress and egress has not been provided for.
• Temporary disturbance areas are not addressed.



POD
Where Can you find a POD Outline?

BLM Manual Section 2804 – APPLYING FOR FLPMA GRANTS
• Communication Site Plan of Development
• Dam and Reservoir Plan of Development
• Pipeline Plan of Development
• Powerline Plan of Development
• Road Plan of Development
• Wind Farm Plan of Development
• Solar Power Generation Plan of Development





POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

a. What will be built?

NO YES

A road. An asphalt paved access 
roadway to include storm 
water drainage, sidewalks and 
lighting.



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

b. What is use?

NO YES

The road is used for 
transportation.

The access roadway will 
provide necessary ingress and 
egress from Main Street to 
Generic Housing Development 
for vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic.



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

c. What is size?

NO YES

The road is 0.46 acres. The requested right-of-way 
will be 40’ x 500’ for a total of 
approximately 0.46 acres of 
new disturbance. The access 
roadway, storm drainage and 
sidewalks will all be contained 
within the requested area.



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

d. Does the proposal involve new construction, reconstruction, or improvement of an 
existing road?

NO YES

It is new construction. The proposed access roadway 
will consist of all new 
construction.



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

e. Is the use temporary or permanent 

NO YES

The use is permanent. The access roadway 
disturbance will be permanent 
and will be needed for the 
maximum 30 years allowed. 
No temporary disturbance 
area will be needed. 



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

f. Is this ancillary to an existing right-of-way

NO YES

The road is not ancillary. The access roadway is not 
considered ancillary as there 
are no existing authorizations 
for roads in the immediate 
vicinity. 



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

To avoid redundancy…..

NO YES

I hope this is making sense? Better response. I hope you’re 
seeing a pattern with the 
answers to the questions. 
Clear and concise responses to 
paint an accurate picture 
without over complicating the 
process.  



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

a. Legal Description

Mount Diablo Meridian, Nevada
T. 21 S., R. 62 E.,
sec. 31, SW1/4SW1/4SW1/4SW1/4.
T. 22 S., R. 62 E.,
sec. 6, lot 4.

The area described contains 41.3 acres

 Lands must be described by reference to designated Public Land Survey System (PLSS) 
subdivisions in aliquot parts and lots. (Specifications for Descriptions of Land)



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

That’s why it is important to supply detailed maps that tie 
your project to the Public Land Survey System.

But my access road is 
only 0.46 acres?

a. Legal Description
The area described contains 41.3 acres?



What makes for a good Plan of Development?
b. Maps tied to section corners and drawings.

North Arrow

Legend

Scale

Title

Credits

PLSS

Use



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

c. Road cross sections, and plans and profiles



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

c. Road cross sections, and plans and profiles





POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

Additional Supplementary Information may be required in order to prepare the 
NEPA analysis and complete the review process, but is not typically required to 
be submitted with the initial POD. 

• Stormwater Pollution Prevention and Protection Plan  
• Hazardous Materials Management Plan  
• Waste Management Plan  
• Invasive Species and Noxious Weed Management Plan  
• Health and Safety Plan (meeting OSHA requirements)  
• Environmental Inspection and Compliance Monitoring Plan  
• Worker Education and Awareness Plan 



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

In conclusion



POD
What makes for a good Plan of Development?

• A POD should be clear and concise, and answer all the questions 
in the POD Outline. 

• If a question is not applicable to your project you should explain 
why its not applicable. 

• Include all foreseeable future actions of the proposed project. 
• Request a pre-application meeting. 
• Never assume the BLM knows what you are talking about.



Plan of Development (POD) 
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