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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2022
9: 05 A M

-0 - -

MS. VAN DER LIN:. Good norning, everyone.

Wel come to the February 12th Desert Advisory Counci
neeting. Sorry we're a couple of mnutes late. |

apol ogi ze for that. Al right. | think we're ready to
get started.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: All right. Good norning,
everyone. |'m Andrew Archuleta. |I'mthe district
manager for the California Desert District. Just want
to welcone all the public that's joining us. Thank you
for taking tinme to spend with us on a Saturday. W
really appreciate that.

A big welcone to all the DAC nenbers, and a
wel come to our newest DAC nenber, Jack Thonpson -- and
he'll introduce hinself after a bit -- as well as all
the BLM staff joining us today. | appreciate everybody
taking the time. Wth that, I"'mgoing to turn it over
to Mchelle, and she's just going to go over sone Zoom
protocols for the public.

M chel | e?

MS. VAN DER LIN: Good norning, everyone.

Thank you again for joining us for this neeting. W
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just want to neke sure that everybody is aware of all of
our Zoomrel ated protocols so we can have a successf ul
meeting. Qur public coment period is schedul ed for
2:45. That's the tinme when nenbers of the public wll
be able to address the DAC. Menbers of the public wll
have the ability to address the DAC during that period
only using their audio.

To allow for the maxi num nunber of individuals
who would like to address their viewpoints, speakers
must finish within the designated tine of three m nutes.
We'l |l have a countdown tinmer to assist with that.

Provi ded we have extra tinme available, you'll have a
second opportunity to address the DACif we do run | ong.
In the event we don't have enough tinme for that purpose,
you're welconme to e-mail nme. [|'ll put ny e-mail in the
chat, and we will make sure that any comrents that are
sent to nme are included in the final record provided by
our court reporter, Diane Mann.

Pl ease show mutual respect for each other and
the BLM fol ks who are with us today. Speakers nust not
exhi bit unprofessional conduct or use inappropriate
| anguage at any tine during the neeting. Violating or
di srespecting any of these rules may result in being
muted or renpoved fromthe neeting. And to the best of

our ability, speakers will be called on in the order in
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whi ch you raise your hand, once the public conment
period opens. And we will work through as many speakers
as possi ble before 3:15.

We have received three public coments prior to
the nmeeting, and those comments have been shared with
t he DAC nenbers and will be part of the final report
that our court reporter, Diane Mann, puts together for
us.

And at any time if the public would like to
submt a question to the BLMor to the DAC outside of
the scheduled neeting, | will go ahead and again throw
my e-mail in the chat, and you're welcome to do that.
And | woul d be happy to share any nessages with the DAC.

So other than that, Andrew, back to you.
think we're ready to get started.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: All right. Thanks,

M chel |l e.

Just a rem nder, everyone, all the DAC and BLM
folks, if you' re not speaking, if you would nute your
m crophone just so we don't catch the background
chatter.

We're privileged to have with us our BLM state
director for California, Karen Mouritsen. And Karen is
going to share a few thoughts with you. 1'Ill turn it

ri ght over to you, Karen
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M5. MOURI TSEN: Okay. Thank you, Andrew. And
wel come, everyone. I'mreally glad to be here with you
this norning. Today |I'mat the Needles Field Ofice.
Yest erday and the day before, | was visiting the field
office staff and went to a nunber of sites around and in
t he Needles jurisdiction, including the Myjave Trails
Nati onal Monunent, along Route 66, the Anmboy Crater, and
a nunber of other areas in the nonunent. So now |'m
here in Needles and glad to participate this norning.

The first thing | want to say is a huge thank
you, just like Andrew said, to all the nenbers of the
DAC and the committee nenbers. We really thank you for
being on this commttee, and thank you for taking the
time to participate and dialing in via Zoom They had
to give ne sone renedi al Zoom assi stance earlier this
nmorning, and so | knowit's difficult. So thank you for
bearing with us and doing this via Zoom And | want to
t hank the menbers of the public who are listening in
al so, and thank you all for participating.

These committees are really beneficial to us,
and hopefully we will be back having these in person by
our next meeting, which obviously -- well, to ny mnd
it's scheduled to be in person. W really thank you for
participating and participating via Zoomat this tine.

Let's see. | had a couple of other things I
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wanted to say. Well, one is | really enjoyed seeing the
area and seeing sone of the areas that you all will be
tal ki ng about, 1'msure. Last Decenber | came down to
this area when the Secretary of Interior cane to

Pal m Springs to visit the Palm Springs Field O fice and
the Desert District office, and then she went to see
sone of the solar projects in the Desert Center area,
and we took her to the Corn Springs Canpground to show
her sonme of the really neat other resources in this
area. And so that was a really fun trip for ne.

Later today I'mgoing to go to the Route 66
celebration of the first anniversary of the designation
of Route 66 in California as a National Scenic Byway,
and so that should be really neat.

Sone other things. | thought 1'd give you a
qui ck budget update, which is quick because there's a
not a lot toit. But for our fiscal year 2022, which
we're in now, the Congress is working on the budget, and
they' re getting close, but they are doi ng anot her
short-term continuing resolution. So send good vibes up
to Capitol H Il in Washington that they' |l resolve that
soon. And when they pass a bill, of course the details
coul d change, but we are expecting it's highly likely
that the BLM including BLM California, will get sone

addi tional funds for a nunber of our programs. And if
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t hi s happens, our headquarters and all of us in the BLM
are going to try to act quickly to go through the

adm ni strative processes to get the noney and start

spending it. So send sone good vibes up to
Capitol HIl. Hopefully that will happen soon and it
w ll benefit us.

The ot her budget-type thing out there is the
infrastructure bill. And the infrastructure bill was
passed by Congress and signed by the president, and we
do expect it's going to provide us sone pretty good
chunks of noney in some different prograns, probably for
BLMa lot in the fire program both for a workforce and
al so for doing hazardous fuels reduction projects.

So we don't have the exact nunbers quite
because they're figuring out -- Congress appropriated
the nmoney to the Department of Interior, so they're
figuring out how we all share it. But we do expect
addi tional funds there.

We are starting to get funds for renediating
t he abandoned wells that is sonmewhat -- it's not as big
of a problemon Federal Lands in California as it is in
ot her places around the BLM but we're going to get sone
noney for that. So stay tuned on the infrastructure
bill increases, but it's overall pretty good.

Anot her update is about how we're operating our
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of fices and why we're still doing these Zoom neeti ngs.
We are still operating under our pandeni ¢ node of
operation, but we are planning for reentering the

physi cal offices and getting back to our -- | call it
our new normal operations. And at this tinme the date is
t he begi nning of April, and we're figuring out how we're
goi ng to operate once we cone back to the new nornal

And the new way of doing business is we're
going to have a lot nore people doing a | ot nore
tel ework. We have found that -- well, | guess you al
know, or | hope you know, that our people in the field
of fices, our enployees, they've been doing all their
fieldwork this |ast couple of years, except maybe the
first few weeks of the pandemc. So the fieldwork has
been goi ng on.

Then nost of our enpl oyees have been working
from hone when they had to do their reports or whatever
on the conmputer. And we are finding that it has worked
out in nost cases really, really well, that people are
nostly |iking working at hone at |east part of the tine.
A | ot of people don't have the commutes, whatever, and
so we will be going to nuch nore tel eworking when we get
back to normal

However | wanted to say that our custoners and

our partners, we will still be neeting with you all. W
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will be neeting you all in the field if that's what a
permttee or sonebody wants to do, or in the office. So
we will be getting back to nmuch nore of a nornal
operation that you all can see. And we will be able to
have neetings |like this in person, once we kind of get
back to the new normal. So |I'm | ooking forward to that,
and | hope everyone is.

Then the last thing I'd like to say is making
ki nd of an announcenment that is a rather bittersweet
thing to announce. It's kind of, you know, a good thing
and a sad thing. OQur district manager fromthe
California Desert, Andrew Archuleta, Andrew is going to
a new job next nonth, and this is a really exciting and
great new job. He's going to be the state director for
the BLM Wom ng office, and that's a really, really big
job. They've got a lot of tough, tough issues there,
and |"'mreally proud of Andrew. | think he'll be
wonderful at that. And obviously other people thought
t he same thing, because they are stealing himaway from
us.

And so it's great news for BLM and for Andrew
but really sad for us because we all really |Iike Andrew
and we're very appreciative of everything he did. And
so, you know, you m ght want to give best wi shes to

Andrew at the end of this. But anyway, it's sad for us
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but great for him

Geg MIller, who's on this neeting -- and
i kely you probably know Greg. | see himon the screen
here. Geg is going to be acting in the interim Geg
will do a wonderful job running the show after Andrew
| eaves. And | ast week we put the job advertisenent out
on the street, and it will be out for a nonth, a nonth
fromsonetine | ast week. So please |let people know that
you think m ght be interested that that advertisenent is
out there, because we'd |ove to get a great candidate
pool applying for the job. But in the nmeantine we're in
really good hands with Greg acting as the interim
di strict manager.

So | look forward to hearing the reports and
hearing the discussions. Back to you, Andrew or
M chel | e.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: All right. Thank you,
Karen. It is bittersweet |eaving. The desert is
absolutely a fascinating place, and you all have nade it
just a super experience working with the DAC, and just a
| ot of neat things going on here in the desert, and
al ways a lot comng our way. So it is bittersweet.

| am | ooking forward to getting back to the
Rocky Mountain area. |'moriginally from Col orado, so

that part is good, although I have to admt, 90 degrees
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yesterday in Palm Springs was pretty nice when | saw the
hori zontal snow in Cheyenne, Woni ng.

So anyhow, let's see. | kind of got off track
here. But we're behind schedule already, so |I'mjust
going to do this. Do any of the DAC nenbers have any
questions for Karen? W probably only have tinme for
just a few, but since we have Karen here, let's just
open it up real quick for five or ten m nutes.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, Andrew, | do.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: Go on.

MEMBER M TCHELL: |' m wondering what we're
goi ng to do about the ranching industry here in the
desert. There's five, six of us left. But one ranch
have been personally working on for 15 years, year-round
Round Mountain allotnent, and all the way back to
Ed Hastings as a state director.

| don't know how many -- oh, shoot. | |ost ny
train of thought. But | don't know how many peopl e have
been through to try to get this resolved, including
tal king to you about it. So when is sonebody -- we got
the King of the Hammers. We got all this other stuff
bei ng approved, yet for 15 years we can't clearly get
off the ground for this famly to have a year-round
operation. So how are we going to escalate that on your

guys's list to acconplish this?
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Ri ght now we have no billing for the ranchers
since -- what? -- about a year ago, | guess. W're al
sitting in linbo waiting to pay our bills. W didn't
even get an okay fromthe area nmanager -- excuse nme --
to even turn out, so | advised himto go ahead and work
on the AMP, or the presented AMP. The famly has a son
that's qualified with the Arizona State for a range
conservationist, or range whatever you call them
specialist now He's going ahead to finish what the BLM
was going to start for studies because there's nobody in
the Barstow office to do good.

So when is this going to change for the
ranching industry? | guess that's ny main question. |
mean, everybody el se seens to be going forward. We're
in reverse.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: Let me answer the first
part of it. Barstow, |ike you indicated, does not have
a range position filled right now. 1It's tough to keep
sonebody there. But | know Jeff and the staff are
working on filling that position. There's just a |ot of
different things going on, so it's hard to have sonebody
froma different position to cover the range stuff. W
do the best we can with that, but hopefully we're going
to have that position fill ed.

Jeff and | have tal ked about the situation you
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described. W're going to be taking a hard I ook at it,

| ooki ng at the production on the ground. That's the
nost inportant thing. | understand you think year-round
grazing is an option, but we need to take a | ook at the
data and just see if in fact it can support that.

So, Karen, | think the bigger question from
Billy is really grazing in the desert, which has been
shrinki ng over the years, and a | ot of other conpeting
uses. And I'mnot sure if you have any thoughts about
t hat .

MS. MOURI TSEN. Yeah. [|'ll just say it's
sonething we're going to have to continue to | ook at
really carefully and | ook at the conditions on the
ground. You know, grazing is one of the uses that is
called out in the California Desert Protection Act, so
we do need to look at it. But we've also got to | ook at
it in -- you know, |ook at the range conditions. And I
t hi nk, you know, it's sonething we should continue to
| ook at and try to manage it in the nost responsible way
we can, given the conditions.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: We'll be talking to you,
Billy, for sure on the specifics of that, for sure.
Okay?

MEMBER M TCHELL: All right. Thank you very

much.
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DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: | appreciate that. One
nore question from any ot her DAC nmenber for Karen?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: 1'd like to take that shot.
| wanted to ask Karen if she knows about the plans for
the national office. And | was al so wondering how the
BLMis | ooking on the state overall on terns of
vacancies. This |ast year or so has seen a | ot of
| ateral nmovenment throughout all the industries. |It's
li ke the year of quitting and the year of taking new
jobs. And I'mjust wondering if there's been an inpact
on that on the agencies relating to keeping staffed.

MS. MOURI TSEN: Good questions. On the first
one, on the national office, they did make a deci sion
that nost of the highest |evel, the assistant directors
in the headquarters office, will be noving back to
Washi ngt on, the assistant directors and their deputies.
| think there's five of them and they cover the
di fferent subject areas and set policies and all.

And so they will be nmoving themto WAshi ngton,
except for one of them who is our assistant director
for recreation and community partnerships. |'m not
getting that title exactly right, but those are two of
the big things in his purview. He and his deputy wll
be staying in Grand Junction so that there's kind of a

western arm of headquarters. The others will be noving
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back. They're waiting to nmove until all this pandem c
stuff resol ves.

And then for the staff that work for them the
adm ni stration, our new director said, "Well, you know,
|"m kind of reluctant to say. You have a staff person,
programlead.” W have about 300 of them | think.
"You know, they noved from Washi ngton to Reno or
sonmewhere and noved, got the famly settled. You know,
| don't know that | want to make them nove again."

So they have gotten a commttee of enployees to
advi se them on what they ought to do about that. And
Joe Stout fromthe California office, he's on that
commttee with sone other people. It's yet to be
figured out what to do with the rest of them

As far as the vacancies, we've had about the
usual amount of turnover at BLM California. | was kind
of worried, if we have an increased nunmber of people
retiring at the end of the cal endar year -- that's when
people tend to retire, the end of the cal endar year --
and we did not this year, and so there was -- you know,
we all had a few people retire, people we knew who were
going to retire, anyway.

So | don't know that, you know, what's
happening in the industry has inpacted us too nuch.

There has been a | ot of nopvenment in the BLM because
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we' ve had sone people take a headquarters job that
becane open because of all that nove stuff, but it's
nostly the typical novenent.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: Thank you, Karen.

Al right. 1'"mgoing to go ahead and i ntroduce
all of the BLM staff that will be joining us today. And
"1l introduce you, but when | say your nane, if you
woul d just turn your camera on so that fol ks can see
you.

So M ke Ahrens. Most of you know M ke. He's
our field manager in the Needles Field Ofice. And
Brandon Anderson. Brandon is the assistant district
manager for project support. And Ryan Chatterton is our
field manager in the EIl Centro Field Ofice.

Janet Cheek is acting for TimGIloon. TimGIlloon is
the Pal m Springs-South Coast field manager. He's on
mlitary duty this weekend. Janet Cheek is the

associ ate field manager from Pal nf Spri ngs South Coast.

And Jeff Childers. Wth Katrina's retirenent,
Jeff is the acting field manager right now for the
Barstow Field Office. Cole Duran. Cole Duran is our
district |aw enforcenent ranger. Paul G bbs. Paul is
our district fire managenent officer. And Kate Myamat oo,

she is acting as our public affairs officer. And
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M chelle is actually on a detail to our Washi ngton
office, but I amvery grateful that she willingly is
hel ping us out today, because she kind of has things
runni ng snmooth and keeps us all inline. So Katie is
j oini ng us today.

Greg MIler is the associate district manager.
And Mtch Omens, are you on? Mtch is the associate
field manager for the Needles Field Ofice. Not sure if
he's on yet. And then Dana Stephenson will be joining
us this afternoon. She is the district outdoor
recreation planner. And then Carl Synons is our field
manager for the Ridgecrest Field Ofice. And if |
m ssed any BLM ers, please turn your canera on and wave
at ne.

Al'l right. Thanks, everyone, and thank you,
Karen, for taking the time to join us today.

"' mgoing to have to apol ogi ze here. 1've had
anot her conm tnent come up, so |I'mgoing to have to get
off of the call at our 10:30 break this norning, and
then Geg will take over and work with Randy here to run
the rest of the neeting. But I'mglad | was able to
join you here to start off this norning.

Al right. Let's see. Where are we at?
Randy, I'mgoing to turn it over to you, if you want to

i ntroduce our DAC nenbers.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That sounds terrific.
Thank you, Andrew. And wel cone, Karen, to the neeting.
You picked a magi cal week to cone to the desert. |I'm
sure the weather is beautiful in Needles for your visit.

Wth that, let's walk through the |ist of DAC
menbers. And if you have anything to report, we'd | ove
to hear fromyou. |I'mgoing to call the DAC nenbers in
al phabetic order, beginning with M. Bagl ey.

JimBagley. Good nmorning, Jim

MEMBER BAGLEY: Good norning, everyone. |'m
JimBagley from?29 Palms. |'ma public menber. [|'m
glad to be here. I'mreally sad that we're not in

El Centro, but | want to thank State Director Karen for
participating via Zoom This would have been an
opportunity where we could have been on a field trip
with her yesterday all day in El Centro, so hopefully
we' |l get back to these regularly schedul ed neeti ngs.

In my part of the world we just had a very
successful King of the Hammers event. It happens for
about a week, but it's really about a three-week
iteration of people setting up and breaking down. It
has a trenendous econoni c i npact here |locally.

It was the biggest event |'ve ever seen. | was
out there in person. |'ve been out there nunerous

times, but the best way to is see it is actually at hone
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sitting in your living roomon the wi de screen. You can
see live it via their Zoom content. They do drones.
It's just a fantastic event. They think that there

m ght have been about 70,000 people, but the BLM
district office in Barstow m ght have an update on that.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: Jim we'll give a sunmary
of the numbers for this year |ater on today.

MEMBER BAGLEY: And Andrew, | just want to say
congratul ations to you going to Wom ng. You've been a
real value asset to us here. | have a feeling you m ght
m ss us next February when the tenperature is different.
| work down in Palm Springs too, so | was down there
flying. Yes, it was 80 degrees at 2,000 feet at night
when | canme in at 9:00.

So the Joshua Tree National Park is not in the
purvi ew of the Bureau of Land Managenent, but they've
had over three mllion visitors this year. There's a
| ot of spillover fromthat because of the overcapacity
of the park. So we have canping out in the Public Lands
all the way around. And it's a positive thing, but |I'm
gl ad those fol ks were out enjoying the desert, but it
does have inpacts on things that happen with the Bureau
of Land Managenent | ands around the perimeter of it.

Billy Mtchell's concern about the |egacy

grazing not getting attention, that's a concern for ne
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too. This is an inportant part of the heritage of the
California Desert, and I'mglad to hear there's sone
attention there. | wasn't aware there was an issue, but
we're in a prolonged drought. And those famlies make
their living here, and we need to be in a position where
we can help themor tell them what the ganme plan is
going to be. So I"'mjust giving you ny two cents there.

Wsh we were in EIl Centro. It would be a
beautiful day. | really mss nmeeting with you in
person. And the networking that happens in the all-day
field tripis really invaluable, so | hope the next
meeting will be in person.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, Jim Good to
see you again

Nat han Franci s, good norning.

MEMBER FRANCI S: Good norning. How are you
guys? Excited to be here. I1'mgetting back to the
swing of things with the DAC and that. So just happy to
be here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And you're still
representing mneral industry.

MEMBER FRANCI S: Correct, yes. |I'mwth
U S. Borax Rio Tinto with their operations there at
Boron and sites that are scattered throughout the desert

ar ea.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Wel |, thanks. Good to see
you again. |It's been a while.

MEMBER FRANCI S:  Yes, it has.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good norning to
Dick Holliday. Dick Holliday, we'd |Ilove to hear from

you. What have you been up to?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Just not a lot here. |I'm
glad to be back here, and hopefully we will be getting
to an in-person neeting. | enjoy the tours that we

al ways have. They're always very enlightening. Anyway,
hopefully we'll be back soon.

And good luck to Andrew in the new position.
Haven't really nmet you in person. Haven't had a real
i n-person neeting, but I'"'mglad to see that you have
maybe a better job. Talk to you |ater

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Dick.

Good norning to Paul Martin. 1'd like to
i ntroduce Paul Martin.

MEMBER MARTI N:  Good norni ng, Randy.
Paul Martin here. |'mpublic at large. | just want to
say congratul ati ons to Andrew on his position in
Wonmng. | knowthat's quite a bit of territory to
cover. Also | just want to thank Mchelle for being so
organi zed and keepi ng us DAC nenbers informed. You do a

great job. And look forward to today's neeting, and
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hopefully we'll be able to neet together again this year
sonetine and get those field trips and in-person
meeti ngs going. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Paul.

"mgoing to throwit to Billy Mtchell, who
you heard fromjust a few m nutes ago. Good norning,
Billy.

MEMBER M TCHELL: I'mtrying to work this
thing. AmI| there?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  We got you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: | don't know if the picture
is there.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We got your voice.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Okay, yeah. Well, thank you
for -- I"'msorry I mssed that last neeting. |'ma
fourth-generation cattle rancher. And | do hope that
t he Barstow resources are not com ng here because of ne,
because I'm the ol dest one out here in the desert now.
That's why | take care of the rest of the ranchers,
because their dads took care of ne. Chairman of the
San Bernardi no County RI AC Board.

The Hammers, pretty nice, but for ne it's a
ni ght mare because ny ranch is right across the street
fromthem And obviously 70,000 people running through

my road that | maintained for 25 years. So |I'm gl ad
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nost of the people have fun out there, but we have
cattle out right now due to that fact. Gates |eft
opened, fences cut.

But anyway, Andrew, |'mglad you get to go to
that cold country. |I'msure not going to. I|I'mgoing to
stay here where it's hot for the rest of ny tine.

Anyway, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thanks, Billy. Good to see
you agai n.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Sane here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Jayne Powell will be
joining us this afternoon. | hope she'll raise her hand
when she arrives so we can introduce her

I'"'mgoing to call for M. Robert Robinson,

Bob Robi nson, just to see if you're on the line. W
m ssed himduring our early check, but I don't want to
ski p Bob Robinson if you're on the I|ine.

Let me then throw the mc to Ed Stovin.

Ed Stovin?
MEMBER STOVIN. Good norning. |'mhere. Good
nor ni ng, Randy and DAC nenbers, BLM staff. I'm

presi dent of the San Diego O f-Road Coalition, and we've
had sone activities out in the Inperial County desert.
We put on a Lost Lizard Fun Run, a poker run that had

about 700 entries, and everything went snmpooth, thanks to
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the BLM and all of our volunteers. W had a great day.

We had heard at the Sand Show i n Septenber, the
Sand Sports Super Show, that there was no dunes cl eanup
pl anned. Charlotte Teeters had becone ill, the wonman
who had put it on for many years, so our group decided
to bring it on.

And thanks to ny vice president,

Audrey Mason, we did a dunes cl eanup, and we pulled tons
of trash out of there. Hundreds of people hel ped. |
forget how many, | think in the five hundreds. People
cane out to help us. W had a big raffle, gave away a

| ot of neat stuff, and we're |ooking forward to another
one next year.

In two weeks fromtoday we're going to be
hosting a cleanup in Painted Gorge, which is in the
El Centro BLM s nei ghborhood, and we're doing it with a
gun range group. There's a |lot of shooter trash out
there and off-road trash. And it's one of ny favorite
pl aces to go, so |I'm happy that other people cone al ong
with me and hel p keep that area in good shape.

Good luck, Andrew, in your new position. W're
going to mss you. Yeah, and we'll send postcards with
t he sunshi ne.

Thank you, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Sure thing. Thanks for
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filling us in on everything that you' re doi ng down
t here.

| would like to toss the |ine over nowto
Dan Taylor. Good norning, Dan. There you are.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Good norning, Randy. Thank
you. I'mDan Taylor. |I'mthe film conm ssioner for
Ri versi de County Film Conmm ssion. | also own Inland
Empire Film Services, and | represent the filmindustry
in their uses of public |and.

| do want to say, Andrew, you wll be sorely
nm ssed. You were ny favorite person, but now that you
| eft, you're not nmy favorite person anynore. But |
still love you. And you are wonderful. You've al ways
been so responsive. | can e-mail you and ask you a
question, and you would respond, and it was just great
to have you there. And you listened, and you did
everything that you could to try to resolve issues. And
| appreciate you and for what you do.

And | amexcited that Geg is the interim
because Greg has been responsive as well. And | think
it's wonderful that you're going to a place that you're
nore anenable to your weather conditions, hopefully.

But I'"'msad to see you go. So | just wanted to say
t hank you. | just want to use ny tine to throw sone

| ove towards you because it's been great having you out
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here.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you, Dan. Nice to
see you here again.

And | want to throw the |ine over to our newest
menber of the Desert Advisory Council. Congratul ations
to himfor his appointnment, and congratulations to the
BLM for continuing to do the work to fill our seats and
make sure that our council is able to tackle the

busi ness that conmes in front of us. And that new nenber

today -- good norning -- is Jack Thonpson.
MEMBER THOWMPSON: Thanks, Randy. | really
appreciate it. Nice to neet you all. Really good to be

here. Just to give you a little bit of my own
background, | grew up in the Pipes Canyon area and have
been at the Witewater Reserve with the W dl ands
Conservancy for the past 15 years. Have worked
cooperatively with the BLM South Coast office on a
number of issues in those 15 years.

The Whitewater Preserve borders the
San Gorgoni o W derness BLM which is now surrounded by
the Sand to Snow National Monument. So we have a really
good working relationship with BLM | aw enf orcenent and
Ji hadda Govan, the Sand to Snow National Monunent
manager .

The VWi tewater Preserve sees about 200, 000
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visitors per year that are recreating largely on the
preserve and also on the BLMland. So we've had a good
wor ki ng rel ationship through, you know, that kind of
cooperati ve nmanagenent .

| oversee the Wiitewater Preserve, the
M ssion Creek Preserve, and the Pioneertown Muntains
Preserve. The Pioneertown Mountains Preserve definitely
puts us nore in contact with the Barstow Field O fice
for adjacent BLM | ands.

And I'mdefinitely just a deep |over of the
California Desert and really appreciate being part of
this group that's working so hard to, you know, get good
perspective on how Public Lands are managed. And I'm
truly happy and proud to be here, so thank you all very
much.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Wl cone aboard, Jack. @ ad
to have you, and | ooking forward to having you in on our
conversati ons.

I"d like to call for DAC nenber Paul Whitehead.
| didn't hear Paul during the tech check, but again
don't want to skip himif he's been able to make his way
in. Paul Witehead, good norning?

Wth that, the |last menber of the DAC to
i ntroduce would be nyself. M nane is Randy Banis. 1In

my spare time | occupy nyself as president of the
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Friends of EIl Mrage and president of the Friends of
Jawbone. We have working relationships with the BLM
Bar st ow and Ri dgecrest Field O fices respectively in
hel pi ng manage the recreation visitors that cone to the
El Mrage and Jawbone areas.

| first want to call attention to the DAC
nmembers. Please check the Desert Advisory Council web
page. Mchelle has done a great job keeping that up to
date with information. The transcripts fromthe |ast
nmeeting are there, as well as the application subm ssion
statenments for the subgroups that we worked together on
at the last neeting as well as through the interim
period. We'll have an update of the subgroups.

But | want to especially thank Ed Stovin and
Di ck Hol l'i day and Dan Tayl or and Jayne for engaging with
the BLMin between neetings to help answer questions and
fine tune the subgroup m ssion statenments and
applications. So thanks for that extra work, you guys.

Let's see. I'll be speaking at the upcom ng
Desert Tortoise Council Synposium about OHV route
restoration about the efforts that Friends of Jawbone
puts in on the ground for restoring OHV routes. It's a
different comunity of audience for us, but we're
| ooking forward to telling our story to our friends in

the conservation community and letting them know about
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all that we do to try to make the undesi gnated routes
that are flagged for renmoval, make those go away to
extend the critical habitat that we need for our
endangered and threatened speci es.

But the last thing | just want to say and,
again, join everyone else in thanking Andrew and w shing
hi m best luck on his way to Wom ng. Forgive ne,
everybody, for making a nautical netaphor on behal f of
t he Desert Advisory Council, but when Andrew cane to the
Desert District, the Advisory Council was practically
dry dogged, and Andrew really took the reins and saw
that the Desert Advisory Council had great value to the
BLM and public. And | appreciate his making the Desert
Advi sory Council his priority to get us back up to the
appoi ntments getting staffed, getting our subgroups
goi ng. And soon the good ship DAC will have its
subgroup at its side, thanks to all the work that Andrew
and Mchelle and the state office has done to get the
DAC back on the seas. | think the next manager is going
to really benefit fromall the hard work he put in.

So, as everyone el se on the Advisory Counci
has said and on behal f of those who couldn't nmake it
t oday, thank you, Andrew, and wi sh you the best of | uck.
If there's anything we can ever do to help, please

hol | er.
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Wth that, the next item of business, if
there's no questions.

DI RECTOR ARCHULETA: Randy, | just want to say
t hanks, everybody, for the well wi shes. This has
definitely been a great ride with all of you here in the
desert, and, yeah, turn it back to you, Randy. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Terrific, terrific. Thank
you.

If there's no objections, we'll nove on to the
next item of business. You can see how we nmake up tine
when we need to. We're back on tine, folks, and I'm
going to introduce the assistant desert nmanager for
proj ect support, Brandon Anderson. He'll be making a
presentation for us today on renewabl e energy projects
that are going on in the Desert District.

Good norning, and wel cone, Brandon. You've got
the floor.

MR. ANDERSON: Good norning, everyone. |'m
just going to get the presentation cued up for you guys.
VWile I"'mdoing that, |I'mthe assistant district manager
for project support. So | oversee our renewabl e energy
program as well as some of the other major priority
projects. | have a team of project managers, and we

have sonme interdisciplinary staff who can fill in with
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the field offices when we have these mmjor projects that
cone through.

So in ny presentation |I'mgoing to kind of go
t hrough just the history of the renewabl e energy program
itself, what we currently have on the ground, what we
recently approved, and then kind of what's com ng next.

So just a little bit of background on the
DRECP, the Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Pl an.
BLM has been going through an effort, as many of you may
know, to anend its existing |land use plan to identify
| ands that are suitable for renewable energy. And in
the DRECP we call these idea phase. But the DRECP ki nd
of does nore than that, in addition to identifying DFAs,
also identifies areas for conservation and ot her
mul ti pl e uses.

And even before the DRECP, BLM has been in the
busi ness of review ng renewabl e energy projects for
decades. Geothermal and wi nd have been kind of a staple
since the '70s and '80s. Then nore recently we had
applications for utility-scale solar. So |I'mgoing to
be kind of focusing on nore of the nore recent
activities that we have, but I'Il give you a quick
synopsis of what we currently have out permtted in the
desert.

So right now we have 25 wind projects. They
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are primarily two | ocations up in Ridgecrest in the
Tehachapi area, as well as in the San Gorgoni o Pass near
Pal m Springs. But we also do have -- El Centro does
have a couple of projects, the Tule Wnd Project and the
Ccotillo Wnd Project.

There's ten solar projects that we've permtted
ki nd of pre-DRECP. These are the projects that some of
you renmenber back in the 2008 under the previous
adm nistration we permtted. And many of those are now
getting up and running. And so nost of the solar is in
the Riverside East DFA, in the Palm Springs area. But
we do have solar up in the Needles area, as well as down
in El Centro we have sone of the geothermal that is not
shown on this map.

So under the DRECP, this is post Septenber,
2016, we have permtted four new solar projects and two
wi nd projects, primarily in the Pal m Springs-South Coast
Field Ofice, but there is a solar project within
Ri dgecrest Field Ofice. The two wind projects are
three repowers of sone Legacy Turbines, and I'Il go into
nore details on those projects thensel ves over the next
coupl e of slides here.

So kind of beginning in R dgecrest in
Kern County, we have the Cam no Solar. As approved it's

anticipated to produce 44 negawatts of renewabl e energy.
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It has battery storage. |It's kind of a conbo between
Public Lands and private | ands. The private |ands are
north and south of the public | and parcel, as you can
see here on the map. It's just right now the BLM office
is review ng the pre-construction plans necessary for
the notice to proceed, though within our environnental
docunment, we analyzed and required themto produce a
bunch of plans to nake sure that we have protocols in
pl ace to protect the wildlife, air quality, et cetera,
so that is currently underway. BLM approved it in My
of 2020.

So going to Pal m Springs-South Coast Field
Ofice. This is in Desert Center just off of 1-10 and
177. There's a series of three projects that we just
recently approved, the first one being the Arica Sol ar
Project. A decision record was issued in Decenber of
2021. This is all on Public Lands. There's 1,355 acres
of Public Lands, and it's anticipated to produce 265
megawatts. The BLMissued the right-of-way and, I|ike
Cam no Solar, BLMis reviewi ng the necessary pl ans
before they woul d begin construction. It's anticipated
they're going to be starting construction sonmetinme in
early March, dependi ng upon the plan review and approval
process.

And so the Victory Pass is by the sane
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appl i cant and approved in the sane decision record in
Decenber of 2021, and they have the exact sane status.
They're anticipated to produce 200 negawatts, on 1,310
acres of Public Lands involved, and all these projects
have battery-storage conponents.

And then |l astly we have the Oberon Sol ar
Project. This is by Interesect Power. [It's on 2,600
acres of the Public Lands, anticipated to produce up to
500 nmegawatts, and we just approved the decision of
record in January of this year. And they're all in the
sane spot in ternms of plan review. And when they do
request their first notice to proceed, because this is
in Desert Tortoise habitat, the first phase is they're
going to be constructing their fence line, which is a
six-foot-tall security fence, and then attaching to that
fence would be the Desert Tortoise fencing. And this is
to exclude the tortoises fromcomng in onsite while
there are construction crews.

The Desert Tortoise fencing, they bury it at
| east 24 inches under the ground, and then it extends
above 18 to 24 inches, and it helps to preclude Desert
Tortoises fromcomng in onsite. And once the fencing
is conplete, what they'll do is they'll go in and clear
the site for any tortoises if there are any onsite, and

then there is a plan in place, a Desert Tortoise
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Transl ocation Plan, that would identify what the
protocols are if they find that any tortoises and where
they will be translocated to.

And so again in the Palm Springs-South Coast
Field Ofice there's two wind projects that recently
have been repowered or approved for repowering. The
first is Mesa Wnd. This is kind of near the Witewater
area near Hi ghway 62 and Interstate 10. There were
approxi mtely 430 turbines that were ol der and, |
believe, permtted back in the late '70s, early '80s.

So all of those turbines have been renoved, and
they are approved to construct up to 11 new turbines.
And it would produce the sanme anount of energy as the
400 turbines that they're renoving. And so they're
anticipating starting construction here in the next
coupl e of weeks on the installation of the 11 new
t ur bi nes.

And then going to the San Jacinto Wnd, this is
off of I-10 south just north of Palm Springs. This is
| ndi an Canyon, for fol ks who are aware of Pal m Spri ngs.
This one, it approves themto install up to three
turbines. They are conplete with construction. And
bet ween the two San Jacinto Wnd Repower and the
Mesa W nd Repower, they've renoved approxi mtely 600

Legacy Turbines and replaced it with up to 14 turbines.
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So this project here is produci ng energy.

Just kind of a what's going on currently within
the California Desert. There are currently nine solar
proj ects under various phases of construction. Five of
those projects are the pre-DRECP projects that are just
conmpl eting construction itself located out in Blythe and
Desert Center. And then the other four are the ones |
just went over, the Cam no Solar Project. There's
One Wnd. That's the Mesa W nd Project.

And then one of the new trends that we're
seeing in the renewabl e energy industry is stand-al one
battery-storage projects. And just a little background.
You can see here, this is kind of what the battery
storage would look like. [It's a CONEX box with a bunch
of lithiumion batteries, which is typical for these.
They have A/ C units on the outside to keep the boxes
cool .

VWhat the battery storage does is, it allows
projects to collect renewabl e energy and store that.
When the sun isn't shining or when the wind isn't
bl owm ng, they can put electricity back onto the grid,
and you can kind of produce energy nore in the |ater
ni ght when the sun isn't shining. This is kind of the
new trend that we're seeing.

There's three battery-storage projects
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currently under construction, one at Crinmson. There's
one at -- | guess it's Desert Sunlight, and then there
is a Cabazon Wnd Project that they are currently under
construction.

So what's kind of comng next? So we have
several applications that the district has in the field
offices. There's approximtely 17 new applications.
They're in the very, very beginning stages of
di scussions. Many of these applications are not
perfected, and so | can't really show a map just yet,
but we are working with the applicants to perfect their
applications. But we should see -- in the next few
mont hs we should be further along in processing those
new proj ects.

In the Barstow Field O fice, we do have
interest in wind, and | believe they offered a
right-of-way for a wind-testing facility, which is
essentially they put equi pment out on Public Lands just
to test the wind resources to see if it's a viable site
for them both in a technical and a financial aspect.
And that's in the Johnson Valley area. Then there is
sone interest in geothermal, and we could be seeing sone
applications for geothermal projects here in the future.

Wth that, that is the end of ny presentation,

and |I'm avail able for questions.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Brandon. Muich
obl i ged.

I|"mgoing to turn the floor over to DAC nenbers
to just hop on in if you have a question. If you raise
your hand, perhaps Mchelle can alert nme to that fact
and we can call upon you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Can anybody hear ne?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Hi, Billy. W got you.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, | kind of m ssed the
Johnson Valley area. And what | was going to tell you,
|"mvery interested in solar. On the first solar plant
in Daggett, | set the 233rd mrror, which nmade it bigger
than Spain's. | ran the crane. It's pretty much |ike
the one in Ivanpah Valley, 300 foot. So |I spent about a
year, year and a half on a job like that.

But the one in Johnson Valley, could you say
where is that going to be again roughly?

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah. [It's in the
Johnson Valley. There's some Public Lands up over there
by the mlitary base. There's four MET towers that the
BLM has offered to the applicant, if needed, for
renewabl e.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Ckay. That has nothing to
the with Irene Fisher's | ease, does it? O next to it?

It's above the power l|ines, | guess?
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MR. ANDERSON: | would need to take a cl oser
| ook at that. [|'m sorry.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Maybe you can get Billy a
proj ect map?

MR. ANDERSON:  Sure.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Another thing, Randy, |'d
like to say. | nmean, | -- and thanks, Bagley, for
saying that. You know, it only takes five percent of
sonebody, even a cowboy, to ruin the other hundred
percent or the 95 percent. So |I'm not against OHV. It
just puts a big strain on ny ranch when that happens, so
| want people to know that |I'm not against it by no
means. In fact | rode the -- | have the first OHVs in
the desert. | still ride themtoday. So |let that be
said. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: He does.

Go ahead, Di ck.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have sone questions on sone
of these solar plants. My main thing was -- the
guestion was, you know, when you contract with these
conpani es to use public |and and you have certain
gqualities or certain operational things that are in
t hose contracts, do people go back and revi ew t hose
contracts and follow all those, nmake sure they're going

with their contractual obligations for whatever they're
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usi ng? Like water to wash the mrrors and gas for the
central tower projects, those are things that kind of go
on that | never hear about.

| hear about all these plants going in, and |
don't know if people are aware that al nost every day
we're curtailing solar and wind plants in California
because we have too many. We have too nmuch solar and
too much wind to use during the day. So we're actually
interrupting those.

There's a website for the California system
operat or that shows how many hours and how many negawat t
hours a day we're interrupting these plants, and then
we're putting nore and nore in, using up nore and nore
| and for solar plants that we can't use all day. And
the load is going down in California because of sol ar
pl ants -- or rooftop solar. W haven't had a peak
demand since 2006 in California because of all the
rooftop solar that's on. It's unnmetered, so we don't
even know how nmuch it is.

And | keep hearing about we're going to go to
solar. |If you go online to the U. S. Energy Information
and | ook at how we generate electricity in this country,
sol ar photovoltaic used -- in 2020 generated 2.2 percent
of the energy used in the country, 2.2 percent with al

t hese solar plants. And actually the wi nd does better.
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Wnd was |ike eight percent, so there's actually nore
wind in the whole country than there is solar
generation.

Anyway, ny question is, perhaps we could have a
presentation on what the criteria is and how BLM | ooks
at the criteria for approving these plants that is using
up the desert land. When | |ook at 2,600 acres for 500
megawatts that's only going to be generating power for
ei ght hours a day, it's pretty gruesone to |ook at that
much | and being used up for these things. So | really
think that we need to re-l ook at these things and how
we're utilizing our land. That's it. I|'msorry.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: It's all right. Thank you,

Dick. No. That's good. | appreciate that.
O hers want to take a stab? Dan. | see Dan.
Al so, Jim you want to be in on this too |I. Got you

next. Dan and Jim please.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Yeah, Brandon, | would like to
al so see where the Johnson Valley Energy Project is
going to be located. That is a very popul ar place for
filmng, and | want to see how it inpacts the view,
because they're going out there for desert view, not for
sol ar or wi nd views.

On the other side of that, | just want to

reiterate what | usually say every single neeting, is
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t hat when you are doi ng these energy projects, that when
you do your EAs, once they start that process, to al ways
include filmng as part of that EA so we get dual use of
t hose properties once they're built. [|'mactually
specifically really interested in the Desert Center area
because that is actually a popular filmng area, and it
could be a huge inpact econom c-w se for the community
if it was opened for filmng once it was built.

And the last thing | wanted to ask was, what's
the tinmeline for Desert Center, specifically, and
Johnson Valley on when it's estimated that these
projects would be conpl eted?

MR. ANDERSON: So in ternms of the projects that
are in the Desert Center, the ones that we recently
approved, Victory Pass and Oberon, they're | ooking at
about a two-year or so construction schedule, and so
they're | ooking at comng online in 2024. And then in
terns of the Johnson Valley, | don't believe they have
accepted the right-of-way grant, so we don't have a
construction schedule for them

And just to be clear, the Johnson Valley is
just a testing. It's not for any turbines.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you very nuch. |
appreci ate that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Jim Jim Bagl ey, you have
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the floor.

MEMBER BAGLEY: That was nmy question too,
Johnson Valley. So what | would like to seeis alittle
nmore detailed maps maybe in the future. These are the
sorts of things | like to see on the field trip when we
get to go. Johnson Valley is one of the few areas under
the jurisdiction of Bureau of Land Managenent t hat
really has nmultiple use nmanagenent now.

VWhere these projects are sited, how the gen-tie
lines are going to cone in, all are conplicated issues,
but they affect other users, like filmand recreation.
Grazing is really close there, too, so it's really
i nportant to have a map to take a | ook at these things.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thanks, Jim The floor is
still open.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Let ne ask, too, on the maps
| noticed in the El Centro area that they were | ooking
at, in the East Mesa Solar facility, they were going to
have sone public neetings, pre-application nmeetings.

And | wonder if we could get a map of where that
particular area is going to be for the East Mesa Sol ar
facility in the El Centro area.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah, | can provide a map on
that one as well.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Could I open the floor to
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Jeff Childers, acting field manager for the Barstow
Field Ofice. | think he has sonme insight to add. The
floor is yours.

MR. CHI LDERS: Yes. | just wanted to address
t he Johnson Vall ey question. The MET towers, there's
three of them And we just got the signed right-of-way
grant in yesterday, so that has been authorized for them
to put MET towers. We are not ready to nove forward on
t he devel opnent application at this point. The MET
towers is just a testing application. They're not in a
position to start |aying out |locations for solar. This
is just for MET towers.

And we can get map out to you guys. |It's three
or four MET towers, and it's |ocated between the shared
use area of 29 Pal ns and 247.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Jeff.

| have Jack Thompson. Jack?

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Yeah. Hey, Brandon, |'m
wondering if you can tell us when the Cberon Sol ar
Project is slated to break ground.

MR. ANDERSON: So they're | ooking at March
sonetine. Like | said before, there are still quite a
few plans we're working through on perfecting. So it's
| ooking like that first couple weeks of March is what

t hey have targeted.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Wth that, 1'd like to rol
with a couple of questions, if | may. First, the sol ar
projects that you presented, are those all w thin DFAs,
Devel opnment Focus Areas, fromthe DRECP?

MR. BRANDON: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  For ne, it would be
interesting to see at sonme point a footprint map of the
DFAs, vis-a-vis the projects that have been sited,
approved, and such so we can see how nuch of that DFA
footprint is actually left before projects start | ooking
out si de the Devel opnent Focus Areas or until the agency
reviews and redraws the |ines.

Anot her suggestion. | liked the netadata
breakdown on the side of your sides. It could be
interesting to add a category for battery, just to see
if there is a battery-storage conponent or not and what
that ratio or capacity woul d be.

Battery storage is really going to be the key
going forward, as others have pointed out. |In the
eveni ng those uses won't be supported by renewabl e
energy unless there's a battery conponent.

And, you know, | don't know how many nore
electric cars | want to see plugging into the grid in
t he evening and getting recharged with fossil fuel. |

know at sone point it's going to kick over and go the
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ot her way, but | just can't get past the incongruity of
charging our electric cars with gas-powered generators
in the evening. So battery is really very inportant to
nme.

Al'so I'm concerned about the -- this isn't a
BLM action, but 1'd be curious if the BLMis having
conversations with the State of California with respect
tothe -- | believe it's the CPUC s proposal to cut sone
of the interconnect fees that have been supporting
devel opnent of rooftop solar.

You know, if we didn't have rooftop solar --
Dick, Billy nmentioned how many nore projects would be
out there now \Wat we have nowis in addition to that
great reservoir of rooftop that California has been able
toinstall. And | fear that we're not near what we need
to be at with respect to rooftop solar capacity, and by
maki ng rooftop solar that much nore expensive and taking
much | onger periods of time for rooftop solar to pay off
for the homeowners, |I'mvery concerned about the inpacts
of those cuts driving nore people to | ook for nore
swat hs of land in our desert to install yet nore solar
proj ects.

Thanks for letting ne have a m nute of your ear
on that, Brandon. | appreciate your information and

your slide show today.
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Just wanted to open the floor up to other DAC
members. |If you have further questions before we nove
on, nuch appreciated, on this update.

Ed Stovin, | see.

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. Are there any
applications for geothermal in the Ccotillo Wells area
in Inmperial County?

MR. ANDERSON: Let nme get back to you on that
one.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Pardon ne. Go ahead.

MR. ANDERSON: No. | was just saying | don't
have the details on that, but | can get back to you on
t hat .

MEMBER STOVIN: Thanks. | know there's a
project that's in between --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Go ahead, Ed. Sorry.

MEMBER STOVIN:. There's a project. | don't
know where it's at. | haven't seen nuch about it in a
whil e, but they wanted to do a few wells right on the
nort heast edge on the park and on sone private property.
So I know that one is in the works. | don't know if
anything is happening, and I don't know if any other
projects are being applied for, so please get back to
nme.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Hi, Jack. Another bite at
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t he appl e.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Yeah: So | was just thinking
about circling back to a comment Richard made regarding
the public's ability to see what contractual obligations
these solar wind projects have to abide by. You know, |
live very close to the Mesa Repower Project. And, as
Brandon descri bed, the previous project was about 400
wi nd turbines that were permtted in the late '70s,
early ' 80s.

And | know | evacuated my honme several tines
when those caught fire and kind of watched that site
just kind of degrade. The infrastructure just got ol der
and older. And | know, as a nenber of the general
public, I would just be curious if you have any conmments
about how, you know, the public could be able to review
what those obligations are of these |easehol ders and
make comment about the conditions if it |ooks |ike those
obl igations are slipping.

MR. ANDERSON: For the right-of-way grant --
this is just maybe a little background on the conpliance
aspects of it. \Wien BLM it grants a right, we have a
ri ght-of-way grant, which then comes with the terns and
conditions. A lot of those terns and conditions cones
from our environnental analysis, and so that

ri ght-of-way grant and the conditions and the plan of
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devel opnment are all public information that is
avai |l abl e.

And then in ternms of, if you do see anything
for Mesa Wnd specifically, the Palm Springs Field
O fice has jurisdiction over that. |[If you do see
sonmet hi ng, you can al ways reach out to the public field
office, and we can al ways take a | ook.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Sorry. So general advice for
the public would be to use the internet to try to find
t hose docunents thenselves? |Is there a website, |ike
generally, that you can direct the public to see if they
were kind of unaware of where their field office was or
who is the | easehol der, who's nmanagi ng the project that
they' d be able to best find that information?

MR. ANDERSON: So we have -- it's available to
the public, is LR2000, which is a database that has al
of the right-of-ways that we have in the system W
don't have all right-of-ways posted on a platform where

people can just viewonline. So if you do have a

guestion, | think the best advice would be to reach out
to the field office. |If you are interested in | ooking
at like the right-of-way grant or any terns and

conditions, then we can get copies and things |ike that
made.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Let ne ask anot her question
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too, then. Wen we're tal king about these requirenents,
| was on the DAC years ago, we went to the Ivanpah Sol ar
Pl ant when they were just starting to do the

engi neering. And | had sone experience with a test
facility in Daggett for the same type of plant. And so
| asked these people how they were going to handle
clouds flying over that, because we used to trip that

pl ant at Daggett when a big, puffy cloud cane over.

So the engi neer said, "W got that problem
solved. We're going to have a gas boiler going there."
So they have a gas boiler running all the time. | don't
know if they run it all the tinme, but they have it, so
when a big cloud cones, they're doing it. \Wat |
under stand now, they're using nmuch nore gas than they
originally thought they were going to use to operate
t hat pl ant.

So I'' mwonderi ng, does the BLM | ook at how nuch
gas they were allowed to use in their original contract
and how nuch gas they're really using to generate
el ectricity, because now they're using natural gas to
cover their areas when they can't nmake generation. So
that's why | brought that up, because |'m pretty
fam liar with those plants and how t hey operate.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Last call for coments and

guestions on Brandon's report before we nove on to the
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next agenda item We're still doing well on tine,
fol ks. Very good.

Thanks, Brandon. W appreciate it, and perhaps
at the next neeting we can hear nore. And in between,
don't forget to get back to our DAC nenbers with the
hel p they need on that Johnson Valley project. Thanks.

Before | throw the floor over to Geg MlIler,
wanted to introduce DAC nenber Paul Witehead, who's
just joined us for the neeting.

MEMBER V\HI TEHEAD: Hel | o.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Hi, Paul. Do you have a
mnute to say hello to everybody and introduce yourself?
MEMBER WHI TEHEAD: Hello. M nane is

Paul Whitehead, and I"min Palm Springs. And | just
want to say hello to everybody. Sorry I was a little
late. | had sonmething come up this norning, but that's
it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Happy to have you. Thanks
for joining in.

MEMBER WHI TEHEAD: All right.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thanks to Greg M1l ler for
joining us today. He's going to help us with a
presentation on the status of mning in the district.

So Greg, the screen and floor is yours.

MR. M LLER  Good norning, everybody. Good
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nor ni ng, DAC nenbers and nmenbers of the public. Thank

you for joining us. Let ne know when you see mny screen,

Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: It's up, and it | ooks
gr eat.

MR. MLLER. Wbnderful. So again ny nane is
Geg Mller. 1'mthe associate district manager for

California Desert District and want today to tal k about
status of some mning projects in the California Desert
District.
(Greg MIler gave a slide presentation on
Status of M ning Projects.)

MR. M LLER: That conpletes ny slide show. And
for any questions on that one, |I'll have to direct you
to Carl Synons, who's the field manager for Ri dgecrest.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That |ast picture was the
previ ous Congl onmerate Mesa drilling pad, wasn't that,
that final picture on the questions slide? O have |
got it wrong?

MR MLLER | think you're right. | think
that's the previous.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, very good. Let's
just leave it at that, and I'Il take comments and
questions fromthe Desert Advisory Council nenbers. The

floor is open.
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Billy, I see your hand first. 1'Il look for
ot her hands and start a speaker list. Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Ckay. My secretary, ny
youngest daughter, is gone. So if you happen to | ose
me, |'lIl be gone for the rest of the day because | do
not know how to work one of these things and these two
little deals.

But, yeah, mne was for Castle Muntain. Wat
side of the 15 is that on, the north or south side? For
M ke Ahrens, | guess.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, it's on the south side.

It's actually quite a bit south of the I-15, south of
the Ni pton Road there right kind of at the Nevada
boundary.

MEMBER M TCHELL: ©Oh, is that the old gold m ne
or adjacent to the old -- right at Searchlight?

MR. AHRENS: Segovi a, the m ne outside of --

MEMBER M TCHELL: Exactly. |Is that what it is?

(Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. AHRENS: Yes, sir.

MEMBER M TCHELL: All right. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BANI'S:  And the old townsite of Hart
was in the nei ghborhood there. |If | renmenber right,

M ke, when | was taken there, we had to go through

Nevada to get there.
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MR. AHRENS: Yeah. | nean, it can be done
wi t hout going through Nevada, but the nost direct route
fromour office is to go up to Searchlight in Nevada and
t hen conme back around.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | found that interesting
and uni que.

DAC nenbers?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: The | ast one that he
mentioned there, is that mning for rare earths, or what
are they mning there?

MR. SYMONS: They're mining -- the principal is
gold, but there's also other materials in there. |
t hought | heard himnmention that they're finding nore
copper and some other stuff also there as well, but the
primary is gold.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay. Thank you. 1'd like
to see us get some rare earths out there.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: "Thar's gold in themthar
hills.” The Conglonerate project is one that's of
particular interest to ne. The Cosoas and the area on
both sides of the Inyo Mountains, all of that area is
very special because it has some very unique qualities
with respect to backcountry recreation. Although I'm
known for working to help the off-highway vehicle areas

of Jawbone and EI M rage accommpdate the off-road users,
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boy, really nmy nost passionate places | visit are those
in the deep, dark backcountry, and that's --
Congl onerate Mesa qualifies as that for me. So just
letting the DAC nenbers know that | also participated in
the scopi ng period, not my best letter, but I
partici pat ed.

Ot her comments or questions? Thanks, Geg. |
t hi nk your presentation had all the dotted "i's" and

crossed "t's. Everybody seens to have the answers they
need. |If there's other questions, please reach out to
field menbers, as Greg recommended, if you're | ooking
for nore maps or information about it.

MEMBER BAGLEY: Randy, | just have a comment.
This is the sort of thing that -- having a DAC neeting
in the future, this is a very controversial item It
got a |lot of comments. This is a reason that we should
be in that area and having a field trip | ooking at
exactly these projects. Then we would have nore useful
ability to comment on it and partici pate as DAC nenbers,
i ncl udi ng engagi ng the public, which is our primary
function. So that's just a suggestion.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Maybe a helicopter tour.
Thank you, G eg.

If there's no objections, that takes us to --

let's see. It is 9:40. We're only five mnutes early
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for our norning break. Rather than junp into the next
agenda item and wait, why don't we take that 15-m nute

break at this tinme, if there's no objections. W would

conme back here at -- let's stick on tine. Let's do
11: 00. We'll get an extra five m nutes because
everybody was short with their questions. W'Il|l do a

break until 11:00 and stick right on the schedul e.

No objections? G eat. Thank you, everybody.
Menmbers of the public, please stand by. W'Ill be back
for the rest of sonme really wonderful presentations.

(Mor ni ng break.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Wl cone back, everyone. |
think we're all assenbled and ready to start the
| at e- morni ng session of the Desert Advisory Counci
meeting. | call this neeting back into session.

And we're going to start with an update from
M ke Ahrens. You recall the Desert Advisory Council has
been working on reactivating the subgroups and maki ng
t he appoi ntnents and getting the agendas and neetings up
and running. So M ke Ahrens has been the point person
fromthe BLMon that, and |'mvery grateful for his work
in getting that horse on the track.

M ke, the floor is yours.

MR. AHRENS: Yes, sir. Thank you. And yeah,

you'l | remenber that, when |ast we net, we gave a
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presentati on on DAC subgroups and kind of the history of
t hat and how they were fashioned, and that led to the
DAC starting to reactivate, reinvigorate two subgroups,
Dunont Dunes and I nperial Sand Dunes Subgroup, then
establish a new subgroup for the Mjave Trails National
Monument pl anni ng.

So with that, a decision fromthe DAC, we --
and by "we," | nean Mchelle and the DAC nenbers that
had chose to show sonme | eadership for each of those
groups -- have worked together and have devel oped a
description, mssion statement for each of those
subgroups. And they're now published on the DAC web
page. |If you |look at the links on the left-hand side of
the web page, you'll find links to each of those
subgroup m ssion statenents there.

Then additionally they' ve devel oped a

nom nati on kind of application, which on the DAC web

page is in the lower -- on the |ower right-hand corner
there's a category for DAC openings, and you'll see a
link to that. [It's a Word docunent that you or any of

your constituents, of course, could use to nom nate
t hensel ves or others to participate in one of those
subgr oups.

So at this point -- | checked with Mchelle

earlier -- we have a few nom nations comng in. You
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know, that's kind of the nature of things. O course,
|'ve | earned over the years is that everything happens
at the end of the assignnent period or conment period,
not at the beginning. So |I'msure there's nore to cone.
But we absol utely encourage the council nenbers to work
with their constituencies and people that m ght have an
i nterest and m ght have know edge to help represent on

t hose subgroups and so we can get a good sel ection of
people to consider for the subgroups.

Let's see. So where am | here? So with that,
yeah, we're kind of waiting to see how that wll
progress. And then at the end of this nonth, in
February, the nom nation period ends. W'IlIl collect up
all of those nom nations and sort them by subgroup,
obvi ously, and provide those to Randy to be consi dered.
He' Il provide the distribution to the DAC nenbers and
t he process for consideration.

Then | suppose at the next neeting -- |'m not
sure if we can do that at that next neeting or in
bet ween neetings -- hopefully they'Il be able to
identify the subgroup nmenbers and start that subgroup
process again. So that's the hope on that.

And with that, | don't know if there's any
questions. |'m happy to help.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: You know, before we
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started, Mke, | should have summarized for the benefit
of Jack Thonpson, our new nmenber, and sonme of the
menbers that m ght have m ssed | ast nonth's neeting,
subgroups, you recall, are a tool of the Desert Advisory
Council to receive nore focused and nore expert advice
on particular topics, nore specific topics. They
i nclude nmenbers of the public or nenbers of the
st akehol der groups essentially around those subgroup
topics. And a DAC nenber -- one or nore DAC nmenbers can
serve on the subgroups as well and actually needs to
serve on the subgroup in order for it to have the
requi red nexus to the Desert Advisory Council.

The subgroups provide advice to us, the Desert
Advi sory Council. Subgroups do not provide advice
directly to the BLM So again, it's an entity of the
Desert Advisory Council, a way for us to dig deeper on
sonme i ssues that we may not have individual expertise or
tinme to go deep on.

So | hope that hel ped explain it alittle bit.
And what we have now, applications are due at the end of
the nmonth. And we have -- what? -- these subgroups seat
as many as -- sone of the subgroups, |'ve seen five or
seven nmenbers, maybe a little larger. So that's really
a large pool of applicants that we need fromthe public

and from st akehol ders so we can get all these seats
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filled and so the Desert Advisory Council can hear from
t he broadest representation of voices fromthe people
who are experts in different areas of expertise that the
subgr oups cover.

MEMBER VWHI TEHEAD: Randy, | have a question for
Randy or M chael. | have a friend who's interested in
bei ng on a subgroup, but she wonders, if we go back to
i n-person neetings, does she have to attend the
nmeetings, or will she be able to attend by Zoon? And
w Il those neetings for the subgroups only neet during
this tinme or, you know, namybe a Tuesday ni ght or sone
other tinme?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: I'mgoing to take a bite at
the second one, because | think others may have a better
| ook at the crystal ball than | do for the future. But
generally the subgroups will schedul e neetings according
to their own schedules after they're appointed. There's
an honest effort on everyone's part. W've had evening
subgroup neetings. The WEMO group nmet on evenings. The
SRP Subgroup nmet on evenings. The Dunont Dunes Subgroup
met in the mddle of a Tuesday afternoon, but we found
that was really good because to try to neet on a weekend
or an evening was taking away fromtheir time. So each
subgroup has found a way to get their neetings

schedul ed.
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It doesn't have to be published, I think -- I'm
not sure. |I'magoing too far there. But, Mchelle, you
don't have any indication of where we're going to go in
the future with respect to in-person neetings?

MS. VAN DER LIN: At this time we're being told
t hat in-person neetings are still on hold due to the
protocols the departnment is still observing. W're in
wait and hold, but absolutely, Randy, you're correct as
far as the subconm ttees. Whatever schedul e t hey
determ ne to neet is great.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | can tell you a little bit
about the Dunes Subgroup for the ISDRA is, we typically
met in the nornings at the BLM offices during the week
so that the BLM staff can be there and answer questions
to us. W always had a call-in. W had many people
that did call in. This was probably before Zoom got
really used a lot. But |I'msure we can set up Zoom
nmeetings too. But we typically net in person at the BLM
office in El Centro.

Peopl e have tal ked about trying to neet, you
know, at the dunes or -- but that doesn't worked out.

We tried a couple of times, but it never worked out
because people didn't want to take their time from
recreation to go to their neetings. But that's the way

the | SDRA has worked for many years.
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MR. AHRENS: Yeah, that's how | really
anticipate it to work out. Dick, |I think that's spot on
that in the future, subject to COVID restrictions and
what have you, that it's really up to the subgroup
itself on where and how it wants to neet, and, you know,
the menbers would try to work with each other to best
accommodat e the needs of all of the nenbers and stil
get the work done.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ot her questions, commrents?
Agai n, make sure you check the Desert Advisory Counci
web page. For nenbers of the public, it's easy to find.
Literally just open your browser, type, "Desert Advisory
Counci |l ," and your first search result will bring you to
t he DAC web page.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy, you're going to get
t hese applications in, and then how are you going to --
you're going to just float themout -- send them all out
to the DAC nmenbers?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Yeah. | plan to send them

out with my recomendati ons, and then at the next

Advi sory Council neeting, the council will act on
recommendations or substitute and fill the seats as they
see fit.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: When is the next DAC neeting

schedul ed?
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CHAI RMVAN BANI'S:  We have it as May 13.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Terrific. Hearing and
seeing no further questions, if there's no objections,
first I would |ike to, on behalf of all of us, thank
M chelle for her work in hel ping get these together,

M ke for his time shepherdi ng our business project so
expertly.

And also | want to alert -- let's see who's
com ng up next. We have Cole com ng up next, our |aw
enf orcenment ranger, Cole Duran. So let's get the
m crophone, or the floor, shifted over to Cole. Let's
get the screen shifted over to Cole if he wants it. And
we're going to hear a | aw enforcenent coordi nation
update from him

MR. DURAN. Just a second as | pull this up

real quick. It will be just one nmonent. AlIl right.
There we go. All right. So thanks for inviting me over
to talk to you guys. | was asked to give a quick

briefing about some of the coordination efforts | do
here at the district |evel concerning operations in the
California Desert District. Wth that, our main two
things |I'mgoing to discuss right now are going to be
one, SABR, Securing Anerica' s Border Resources. |It's a

t andem operati on between Bureau of Land Managenent
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rangers and border patrol. And I'lIl get into sonme of
that, nore information, how it devel oped, and where
we're at and kind of some things we deal with when we're
wor ki ng SABR

Next thing I"mgoing to talk about will be
CAMP, which will be a California task force state run by
the California DQJ against marijuana planting and how
BLMfits into that and exactly what we deal with here
and how that inpacts California Desert District BLM
rangers. And then at the end I will get some questions
i f you guys want any nore infornmation.

So first off, SABR. We're going to talk about
sonme details, sonme of the staffing needs, sone of the
ways it's transitioned, and how we got to where we are
now. That picture there is of the Jacunba W/ derness,
which is the main portion of where we run our operations
here in the CDD

Some history. W started out with trident
SABR, and | don't know exactly how it got started, but I
know that there was a focus with border and sone of the
illegal actions and activities along the border and how
t hat i npacts our southwest border region, specifically
BLM | ands. W started out, and | think it was a pretty
qui ck run up and they pretty nuch shotgunned us out

al ong the sout hwest border between California, Arizona,
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and New Mexico -- or Arizona and New Mexi co.

And we rode tandem with Border Patrol. They
were in their vehicles. W would sit next to them W
pretty nuch did Border Patrol jobs along the sout hwest
border. After that first operation | think managenment
realized that wasn't exactly what they had intended for
BLM | aw enforcenment, so they pulled it down to Arizona,
changed the name to just SABR, and we focused on two
nati onal nonunents, the Ironwood and the Sonora Nati onal
Monument .

And all our rangers went there. W worked on
really trying to attack the illegal activities dealing
w th snmuggling, whether it be drugs or human
trafficking, in those two national nmonunents. We did
that for several years, and statistics ended up show ng
that it was hel ping, | guess, and they got funding, and
nati onal approval to spread the operation to include
California and New Mexi co.

After this I"'mgoing tolimt this to the
California, how it inpacts us and what we're doing here.
But essentially it's three annual details we do here in
California along our border, primarily in
| nperial Valley at the nonent.

So staffing. O those three operations we

typically would staff upwards of around 19 personnel
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t hat consists of rangers and special agents throughout
California. W typically try to stick with California
personnel because they have the PC 832 and the state
authority to be able to have a nore broader range of
tools that they can use to insert into these tactics.
Sometinmes we'll bring other folks from out of
the state, but primarily it's California rangers. More
than that, it's California CDD rangers that staff that.

Probably 75 percent are fromthe California Desert

District. Those staffing or operations will have two
shifts, a swing and a dayshift, where we'll be working
operations with Border Patrol. W'IIl have sone

singl e-unit BLM peopl e focusing on specific BLM i ssues.
The operation splits into two parts within
those shifts, being road interdiction, which are BLM
units pulling traffic stops, trying to devel op PC
working the IE corridor right there around the
Jacunba Wl derness all the way through Inperial Valley.
And then one unit we started working, which is probably
the larger of the units, is the nountain disrupt unit,
where we'll put BLMunits with Border Patrol units in
t he Jacunba W I derness on foot hiking through sone of
t he rugged nountain terrains.
As you see in this picture here, we'll be

focusing on not only the Border Patrol stuff |ike the
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illegal transportation of personnel and drugs but also
sone of the inpacts they have with trash, just dunping
all over the place in the different waterways. W' ve
noti ced and have docunented several historical artifacts
or just ARPA stuff that we pass on to the field office
and try to educate sone of the Border Patrol on what
they can look for if they happen to cone across it,
since they really are in that area nore than we are.

And we actual ly devel oped that relationship to
a point where we will get information fromthem when
they find sites that they believe, based on our training
with them have historical value. And then we'l
coordinate with BLM resources there in EIl Centro to have
it docunented and just see what's going on there. But
this operation is mainly run by the Ofice of Law
Enforcenment and Security, and we are there mainly to
assist with staffing.

Next we're going to get into CAMP, California
Agai nst Marijuana Planting. W're you going to talk
about the staffing requirenents, some of the training
m ssi on operations and hazards. That picture right
there is us short-hauling, it's called, where we hang
under the helicopter on a hundred-foot long |ine, where
we'll run operations and they'll insert us and exert us

fromthe different sites, fromthe different growth that
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can be pretty treacherous to get to.

So our staffing, the way it works for CAWP is
they run three separate birds, three separate
hel i copters: Nor Cal, Cen Cal, and Southern California.
They really run into staffing i ssues and coordi nati on
i ssues between the different agencies. And the Forest
Service used to run a nmuch larger portion of this
operation, and as they started to w thdraw, the BLM has
started to fill that void, at |east on the southern
section.

So in the southern section here, we staffed the
regi onal operations commander. |It's a ranger out in
Needl es. That individual is responsible for that
hel i copter, contract managenent, booking different
resources, and getting m ssion plans and all that kind
of stuff. Pretty nmuch they're the focal point for the
entire Southern California region. They will have an
assi stant regi onal operations commander that is always a
California State Fish and Gane warden. And the reason
they have the two is because we deal with federal and
state operations and they want sonebody in the | ead
capacity to be able to orchestrate both type of
oper ati ons.

And then we'll have a helicopter crew nenber, a

crew set of about four people. They're BLMrangers that

Page 72



we' |l put through various amobunts of training to be able
to fulfill those roles. And all those three people are
there to manage the helicopter asset and the resource
primarily.

Then we'll have our |abor partners and sonme of
t he worker bees and sonme of the other folks that are
interested. Wth marijuana operations, primarily
sheriff offices. Sonetines we'll get some |ocal PD
Again, Cal State Fish and Gane where it has the state
resource involved. And then the Forest Service also is
involved fromtime to time when they have operations on
the forest.

So sone of the training our people have to get.
That CAMO training is a 40-hour course. What it is,
it's a state-managed training certification for people
to be helicopter managers that actually deal with the
contracting and all the managenent part of the
helicopter. Then once they get certified through that,
they' Il nove on and they'll do three or four separate
training courses for certified personnel to do short
haul . Those consist of a two-day initial certification
and a one-day recertification. And during those periods
of time we'll certify 4- to 500 | aw enforcenent
personnel throughout Southern California over a period

of a couple of weeks. We'lIl have a couple of operations
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or training spots up north in Central California, but
the bulk is really here in So Cal.

The helicopter manager course and helicopter
crew nenber course are federal courses that we've begun
sendi ng people through to be able to get federal
coverage to nmake sure they're versed in both state
requi renments for managenent of the helicopter and
federal requirenents.

So the different m ssions we run. As | said
before, we have federal |ands and state |ands. And the
way these cone in, we'll have our partners wth
Forest Service. There are tribal |ands and union | ands
around here that are dealing with marijuana that have
identified these type of problenms on their particular
area of managenent. And the helicopter resource is
really what they're calling for; right?

It gets difficult to be able to extract a | ot
of these plants and get in there in sonme of these rugged
areas. As you can see there, a trailer full of

marijuana that we extracted, all that gets pulled out by

the helicopter. So we'll work with our federa
partners. They'll talk to our regional operations
commander, and they'll pretty nuch work between July 1

and the end of Septenber, Septenber 30th, to be able to

book a tine slot to be able to utilize the helicopter
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resource to attack whatever m ssion they have in their
ar eas.

We'll work again, too, with state |ands, with
our state partners, our county fol ks, and sone of our
city people or the nmunicipalities there if they have
sonmet hi ng going on. And they'll pretty nuch fight for a
slot on this calendar in that 90-day period for the
resource to be able to go to.

So this CAMP teamis a very nobile teamthat
runs everywhere from Kern County. W' ve had all the way
up to Bishop at tines, all the way over to the beach
down in Tulare County, and a big chunk of this is done
actually up by Anza, with a growing area there in
Landers.

So it's a pretty busy team They stay busy al
year long. | want to say |ast year we pulled sonething
in the neighborhood of 500,000 plants off federal and
state |l and conbi ned. Federal |ands, we were down --

130, 000 were specifically on Public Lands, whether
Forest Service or BLM So it is a nmajor issue as far as
gr ow ng.

And | know that a lot of people -- | don't know
what your guys's thoughts are as marijuana is |legalized,
but it's always illegal on federal land. State |and,

it's all permtting issues, so it's all driven a |ot by
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code enforcenment and stuff |ike that. But one of the
bi gger issues surrounding marijuana i s not necessarily
the plant itself but sonme of the other hazards we dea
with; right?

Envi ronnmental is always there. W deal wth
the terrain, which is why we started doing helicopter
transport, because we noticed a huge reduction in
injuries for officers. The poisonous plants --
right? -- the poison oak, the poison ivy and all that
kind of stuff. |1'mgoing to skip that pesticide for
now, but the human aspect is always there. W have
weapons in there, booby traps. People try to protect
their stuff.

But our main concern when it comes to marijuana
cultivation on federal land is this pesticide,
specifically carbofuran, and that is an ill egal
pesticide that is illegally snuggled in from Mexico.
And these people that work in the grows liberally paint
that stuff on the plants. | mean, they will literally
take a paintbrush and brush it on, which is obviously
not the directed use. But the EPA has said that, if
they follow the recommended dosages, it's still illegal
by that standard in the United States.

And the way this works is the chem cal there

overstinmul ates your nervous system causing nausea,
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di arrhea, dizziness, confusion, and at high vol unes
respiratory paralysis and even death. W have videos of
this stuff, obviously not in the United States, but a

t abl espoon of this stuff has in a video taken down a
full-grown lion. They' ve taken down bears just with
this pesticide.

And during some of the EPA studies for DOA s
information, they were testing on birds trying to figure
out a mnimal use -- right? -- for this. But they
weren't able to come up with that because every |evel of
concentration they used caused nortality in the test
subject. So any level of this will kill birds.

And then the chem cal doesn't break down. Once

in the systemor on the plant, it sticks around for a

|l ong period of time. So there will be a chain reaction.
You'll kill a bird, bird will get eaten by a fox or

what ever else, and it will kill that, and then a bigger
animal will eat it. And then it will just continue down
the line killing bigger aninmals.

And the chemical builds up in the system So
one bird may not do it, but if they eat one, two, three,
four, whatever, then we start to see larger and | arger
animals dying. EP also says that it's highly toxic in
any freshwater marine life, which unfortunately is where

nost of the illegal marijuana planting is done. |It's
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ri ght near a, whether it be dry or flowing, river bed
because water is a big need while they're growing. So
we start to see a lot of this pesticide flowng into the
natural streans and waterways, which is again a big
reason why we have State Fish and Ganme on board, because
t hey have the primary responsibilities on the waterways.

So with that brief introduction on kind of what
we do, sone of the coordination efforts with CAMP and
SABR, do you have any questions at this tinme?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Fl oor is open.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, | do. | don't know if
you can see me or -- or can you hear ne?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Got cha.

MEMBER M TCHELL: You said about Landers.

actually worked with the state at the present tine.

They call them hoop houses. WelIl, anyway to make a | ong
story short, I've lost 15 cows by dogs because they
actually -- and | | ooked at one with the sheriff's

departnent, you know, because all the community around,
five or six different communities, they know because of
the ranch is right in the mddle. And the dogs, they
just turn them out, because they busted people, and the
dogs have actually killed nmy cattle, you know.

|'"ve had themwith their noses ripped off,

their ears ripped off, | nmean, their udders ripped.
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It's terrible, and we had to put themdown if they're
not dead when we find them So not only is -- | nean,
it's glad they busted the illegal ones, but then you
have code enforcenent, sonebody to clean up the trash,
sonebody to take care of the dogs. So virtually I have
to take care of it nyself, because | got the right to
defend ny animals, you know.

But dogs are worse than coyotes, worse than
mountain lions. A feral dog will even eat you. | don't
know i f you dealt with them but | alnpost |ost one
grandson to one in the nmddle of the canyon. They tried
to set up a trap one night, and the dog al nbost got him
He didn't even get a shot off. And I'mstill dealing
with it.

It's a very bad situation down here for ny

pl ace, ny ranch. And anybody that goes up, your Kkids

get out or you walk out, | nmean, they'll take you down
in two seconds. It's a done deal, you know. Al they
want to do is kill. They don't even eat them half the
time. They'll leave themfor the coyotes. It's just

the taste of blood. And they're all kind of crossbreds,
you know. | nean, it could have everything in them

| actually tracked the dogs all the way to a
hoop house that had two Spani sh peopl e staying there,

two guys, and obviously | was pretty nmad because | | ust
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had to put down one of ny cattle. And of course |I had
my rifle sticking out the wi ndow, probably didn't help

t hings, or maybe it did. Tracked themall the way
inside. They finally cane out, because | speak a little
bit of Spanish, so they couldn't use that "No habl a

| ngl es™ on nme, you know?

So | haven't seen -- but | gave them an option
of either they do sonmething with the dogs or I'll be
back the next day and I1'll do sonething with the dogs.
So | haven't seen those particular dogs. | haven't been
back yet because |I've still got cattle out. | nean,
they waited to spring, pushed the cattle outside, and
they just sit there and wait for themto cone in.

They' || take the weakest or the small est.

So were you guys involved in any of that -- |
guess that was ny question -- with the Landers area with
the sheriff departnment or the marijuana team | think
they call it?

MR. DURAN: Last year we worked there a total
of three weeks that we were specifically there in that
Landers area. The way it works out there on private
lands, it's all the sheriffs' show, right? They
identify the areas, they identify the problens, they
wite up the mssions, and then they reach out to us for

the helicopter resource.
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MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, | go out with themto
identify the different portions because |I've been there,
you know, way |onger than |I should have, | guess. But
anyway, the difference when federal |and cones down and
they don't know where the private is so they know
exactly what's going on so they can set that up.

But the dogs are the issues now. | don't know.
| ' ve asked code enforcenent. They called a nunber.

They said they'd set up traps, but | have no idea if
they've done it or not. But it's cost -- it's not just
the cattle I've | ost and not just the humane thing.
It's the production of the cow for ten years. |It's
devastated. This last year has really put a hurt just
because of those grows and the dog issue.

So I"'mhoping -- I"'mworking with the sheriff's
departnent now -- if they bust any nore, they'll get rid
of the dogs or call sonmebody to get rid of them

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Yeah, the feral dogs are no
friends to the Desert Tortoise either.

MEMBER M TCHELL: No, no, not -- | nean,

t hey --

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So if it's okay, | was
going to call on Jack. He had a question.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, go right ahead.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Billy.
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MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, you bet.

MEMBER THOMPSON: My nane is Jack Thonpson
We've definitely supported a nunber of
marij uana-eradi cation efforts here in Desert District
out of Whitewater Reserve. And, you know, one of the
things that we're finding is that in San Bernardi no
County at the Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, public
have identified what | ook |like signs that grows are
active, like tubing and piping and things |ike that
comng in. And the sheriff's departnents don't seemto
want to work with us to get those out.

And | saw that on the list, you know, of
operational areas that private |ands was on there. |Is
t hat county dependent? And are the |aw enforcenent
agencies that are, like, local -- like, let's say
sheriff's departnment -- are they the |ead that bring you
guys into operations that they're instigating when it
cones to private |and operations?

MR. DURAN. Yes, everything on private |and
aut hori zation is going to be under the jurisdiction and
authority over whatever |aw enforcenment organization has
control; right? So it could be sheriff's departnment,
local PD, it could be State Fish and Gane. It just
depends. Once it's identified on their |and, then yes,

t hey take control, they coordi nate whatever resources
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they need. And they're the ones that actually run
everything that does that. CAMP is pretty much only
dealing with the actual helicopter resource at that
tinme.

MEMBER THOWPSON: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
| had one other quick question. You know, | was asked
recently with the legalization in California, you know,
why these illegal grows on Public Lands are still a
thing. And, you know, | think |I assuned that these
public land illegal grows were being trafficked to
states where it was still illegal, but | didn't know
that for a fact. | was just curious if you could
comrent on that.

MR. DURAN:. Yeah, a lot of it does get sent out
of state. But when we talk about illegal -- right? --
| mean, just whether or not the plant is illegal,
mean, you can't grow corn on federal land. You stil
need the permt. Either way, on federal | and,
regardl ess of the legality of the substance they're

growing, they're stealing water and all the different

chem cal s and the actual inpacting the land -- right? --
without a permit and all that stuff. So no matter what
it is, it's still illegal, so feds goes after it. But
yes, the marijuana is still getting shipped out of
state.
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But ny thoughts on it, personal thoughts,
probably are, you know, taxes cone into it when you
start growi ng on personal property; right? Limts --
like a lot of our private grows, when you get the code
enf orcenent involved, they'Il have a valid legal permt
for 99 plants, but they'Il grow 3,000 plants; right? So
it all conmes into that. And then it probably gets a | ot
| ess bureaucratic when you're just continuing the known
way of doing what they' re doing on federal |and; right?
So it's always been illegal, and we still target it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Jack.

Ot hers? The floor is open.

MEMBER STOVIN: Randy?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Go ahead, M ke. Go ahead,
Ed.

MEMBER STOVIN. Col e, thank you for the
presentation. Are you doing any work on Otay Mountain?

MR. DURAN. Specifically on OGtay Muntain,
don't recall being out there in nmy tine on the team
But again, if it's on Otay Muntain, that's on BLM
federal lands. That's going to fall under BLM
Pal m Springs office. They would identify it, they would
devel op the plan, and they would coordinate with our
CAMP unit to go out there and eradicate it. As of now,

| haven't seen it.
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MEMBER STOVIN. |'ve been talking to the
Pal m Springs field office. There's the probl em out
there that the Border Patrol wants to close the one road
t hat goes over the nountain, and |I'm concerned about it.
It's a nice road. And their justification for wanting
to close it is that there's too nmuch illegal activity in
the area. There's been chases and regul ar problens. |
still want to keep the road open, so I was wondering if
you had been out there or knew about it.

MR. DURAN. | haven't, but actually that
probably would fall under the SABR operations. That's
exactly what that's intended for -- right? -- is
securing our border resources. The whole intent is to
find those BLM areas around the border that are
heavily inpacted by illegal activity that take that
resource away fromthe general public to enjoy it --
right? -- because whatever dangers that brings with it.

I know t hat speaking with SABR and tal king with
the office of Law Enforcenent and Security, specifically
our assistant special agent in charge here, | know
they' ve been talking with the San Di ego Border Patr ol
section trying to build a relationship so that they can
expand those SABR operations to include San Di ego
County, which would then be that Otay Mountain area.

MEMBER STOVIN: Okay. Yeah, | spoke to
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Tim G Il oon yesterday about it, and he's making
progress. He's working on it, but it's still -- it's a
| arge piece of BLM Il and, and the Palm Springs office
manages lots of small parcels in that region, but
Otay Mountain is one of the large parcels. It's a real
big -- | forget the acreage, but it's many mles. And
then that's where the problemis |ocated, and that's
where the roads that we -- we cherish these roads.
They're really fun, and it's kind of a heartbreak that
t he Border Patrol wants to close them

So Timis working in our favor, but | bet he
could use sonme help fromyou guys. Thank you.

MR. DURAN: Yeah, sure.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ot hers? Floor open.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Randy, could I ask one nore
guestion, please.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Yeah, sure, Billy.

MEMBER M TCHELL: What col or was that stuff you

said, carbo- -- how do you pronounce that?

MR. DURAN: Carbofuran. 1've seen it in white
and pink. And typically you'll see it on the actual
pl ant just painted on there, or you'll see it around the
base of the plant. It but it will dry like a white or
pi nk substance on the bottom It | ooks pasty.

MEMBER M TCHELL: |Is that harnful to any of the
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ani mls, dogs or cattle, if they get into it?

MR. DURAN. Super bad stuff. | nmean, it wll
t ake down a human, which is why a |lot of the
Forest Service people have been pulling out, because it
really gets difficult to control contam nation

MEMBER M TCHELL: If you get it physically on
your hands or sonething, you're in trouble then; right?

MR. DURAN: Physically on your hands? Like, |
mean, |'ve cut stuff down with it on before. You just
want to decon fairly well; right? You don't want to
have it work its way into your body; right? So | nean,
if you have your gloves on, if you have your cl othes,
you wash those imediately. You don't want to track it
into your house. You know, you want to probably wash it
down wi th whatever chem cal -type solutions you have to
be able to deal with that.

| know that we send our rangers out to these
grows with cheni cal disinfectants and w pes and
di fferent body sprays, stuff like that, to be able to
decontam nate after they go into the grow, because the
| onger the exposure is, the nore your body ingests it,
t he bigger the harm

MEMBER M TCHELL: | really appreciate that. |
wi sh | had known that before I went into a couple of

them but okay. Thank you, sir.

Page 87



CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So | just want to enphasize
the conplications with the private property issues.

It's not always so easy to think of it as a grow on
public or private land, or the stuff on public |and, you
know, we think of nmaybe as on a | arge conti guous base of
Public Lands. But really the stuff npbst conplicated and
hardest to address are those checkerboard | ands on the
outlying areas of BLM ownership, the checkerboard | ands
that are outside of communities and cities that can
provi de resources to the growers.

Sonetines it can even be just one little chunk
of private of private property anongst, you know, an
i nhol ding, for exanple, within federal. And it's
conplicated with respect to jurisdiction in getting it
on the list and getting it attended to. So the
public-or-private-land issue is very conplicated, and
t he checkerboard areas of BLM | ands have al ways, al ways
had like -- this is |like another, another conplication
with respect to checkerboard |ands; right? | nean, this
is, you know, forever.

And so just rem nding Advisory Council nenbers,
when you see the BLM naps, where it's not all contiguous
is often where you see the anbiguity of these kinds of
activity.

Ot her comments, questions? The floor is open.
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MEMBER STOVIN. Is that chem cal that they
paint on the marijuana, is that toxic if people snoke
it?

MR. DURAN. | would think so. | nean, if you

ingest it into your body, it's supposed to be pretty

bad. | don't know how their decontam nation process is

as far as when they send it out, but yeah, yeah, | have

no idea. | would probably err on the side of safety and
not --

MEMBER STOVIN: It sounds terrible that they
don't care about people that way. | don't snoke it, but
a lot of people like it. | would hate to see people
snmoke pot with that stuff on it and get sick fromit.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Ed.

O hers? The floor is open. W're about 15
m nut es ahead of schedule. Just trying to see if
there's sonme quick housekeeping or sonething we can junp
into. But |I don't see that. The rest of our afternoon
is pretty well | oaded up.

M chel |l e or board nenbers, any suggestions with
respect to how you want handle this tinme between now and
t he break? Should we come back into session a little
early, or should we just stay right on schedule with
respect to our return?

MS. VAN DER LIN: Randy, | would suggest if we
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stayed on schedule with the tinme return, only because if
we have people joining us fromthe public that haven't
joined us yet this nmorning, then we can try to stay on
track as nmuch as possible, if that nmakes sense.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Appreciate that. O hers?
Sounds |ike the way to go. Thanks to everybody. |If
there's no objection, let's go ahead and break for our
l unch break. We'Il be back at 12:30 p.m There's a
great little place I know just around the corner called
"Your Kitchen." So after that, I'll see you back at
12:30 p.m Thanks, everybody, and thanks to the nenbers
of the public for holding on the |line.

(Lunch break.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Terrific. | think | see
just about all our DAC nenbers are back and present and
ready to go. | hope lunch was well. Thanks to the
menbers of the public sticking around for our afternoon
session. Rem nding you we'll have public coments on
our agenda at 2:45 p.m today. That's not long, and |
appreci ate you sticking with us.

That said, let's reconvene at 12:31 p.m, and
we'll start with the BLMreports, please. This would be
the district reports and then the field office reports
followed by the fire and fuels operations report. So

"Il throwit over to Geg now. I'mgoing to put it
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over to Geg MIller, who can share the floor and screen
as he and his team sees fit. So thanks for joining us
again, Geg.

MR. MLLER Al right. Randy, thank you very
much and wel cone back, everybody, this afternoon for the
DAC neeting. As | nentioned before, ny nane is
Geg Mller. 1'mthe associate district nanager for the
California Desert District. | will be taking over the
neeting for Andrew fromthis point forward. He has
anot her comm t nent .

As he announced earlier today, this is his |ast

meeting for the DAC, and he will be noving on to Won ng
as the state director for Womng. |It's a big loss for
us. However, I'mexcited to fill in behind himfor the

tenporary detail for a few nonths and really exited
about noving forward with the progress that Andrew has
made over the | ast couple of years, so | ooking forward
to that.

Wth that, |ike Randy said, we're going to have
a district field office and fire overviews for the
Desert District. [I'll got ahead and start with -- let
me nmention that we have four DAC positions comng up in
June of 2022. Ed Stovin, Dan Taylor, Jim Bagley, and
Paul Whitehead, those four positions are up for their

tenure. But if you are interested in reapplying, please
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work with Mchelle in getting your name back into that
hat .

Okay. Wth that, let me go ahead and start
with sone district -- or actually it's a state director
type of report for the district. And as you recall or
know, we have new | eadership in Washi ngton. CQur
| eadership in Washington is Tracy Stone-Manni ng, the
director of the BLM Nada Wl ff-Cul ver is our deputy
director for policy and programs, and M ke Nedd is the
deputy director for operations.

You nmet Karen Mouritsen earlier today. She's
our state director, and Joe Stout is our associate state
director for California. Andrew Archuleta is our
outgoing district manager. | am associate district
manager. We have Jeff Childers as acting Barstow Field
O fice manager, M ke Ahrens as Needl es field nanager.
Tim G Il loon could not be on the call today. He is the
Pal m Spri ngs- Sout h Coast field manager. Ryan Chatterton
is our EIl Centro field manager. Carl Synons, Ri dgecrest
field manager.

Then we have a couple -- actually three
nonunment naenagers. Dani Otiz is our
Santa Rosa/ San Jaci nto Mountai ns Monunment manager.

Ji hadda Govan is our Sand to Snow National Mnunent

manager, and Noelle G ines-Bovio is our Mojave Trails
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Nat i onal Monument manager.

Karen al ready nentioned a bit about the budget.
We haven't had a budget yet. We have a conti nuing
resolution until March 11th. If you kept up with the
news on that, we expect hopefully to get a budget soon
after but right before that. It wll be excellent for
us, and we expect to see sone additional funds com ng
for fire for sure and maybe even for nmonunent pl anning
when we get to that.

Some of the state line issues we're | ooking at
in the district are renewabl e energy devel opnent. You
saw that presentation from Brandon, and so that's still
one of the larger priorities we have on the district.
Many interests, a |lot of interest in devel oping solar
and wind facilities out in the desert. The biggest
couple things is that it's crucial that we kind of help
out the state reach the goal of a hundred percent
renewabl e energy by 2045, so we're helping with those
goal s.

We have established what's called a project
managenent support teamin the California Desert
District. Brandon nmentioned that during his
presentation. And that's going to help us be able to
process those applications nore efficiently and nore

effectively.

Page 93



The Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Pl an
is still our nunmber one priority for |Iand use planning
here in the desert. [It's an anmendnment the to the
California Desert Conservation Plan. The two main goals
for that, of course, are streamine the process for
devel opment of utility-scale renewabl e energy,
generation, and transm ssion and al so provide |ong-term
conservation of managenent of special status species and
desert vegetation conmunities.

Wl dfire and fuels are another hot -- bad
choice of words -- hot topic in the desert. But that is
one of our priorities, especially as it goes to w ldland
fire preparedness, resilience, and mtigation. And
there's a lot of fuels treatnments being done now across
the desert to help to reduce those fire risks around
wi | dl and urban interfaces and also to i nprove on speci al
status, especially status species habitat. That's
anot her thing our fuels folks do. |'msure Paul wll
mention that in his presentation.

The National Conservation Lands Monunent
Pl anni ng i s another big push for us. O course BLM
manages approximtely ten mllion acres on National
Conservation Lands in California. The programis
incredibly diverse. It stretches fromthe rugged

nmount ai ns, the Joshua Trees of the Myjave Desert to the
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Paci fic Coast.

We have the Myjave Trails and Sand to Snow
Nati onal Monunents, which were designated by the
presidential proclamation in February of 2016.

Mojave Trails is 1.6 mllions acres and includes 350, 000
acres that is designated W1 derness Areas. Sand to
Snow, which is |located in San Bernardi no and Riverside
County, has about 83,000 acres of Bureau of Land
Managenent - managed Public Lands in the California Desert
District and includes one already congressionally

desi gnated W derness Area.

We are hoping to initiate nonument managenent
plans this year, and the Wiitewater River Conprehensive
Recourse Managenent Plan will aid in conpletion of the
respected Monunent Plan. That's a big overview of the
district in general.

We're going to go now to the specific field
offices, and I"mgoing to call on M. Childers, Barstow
field manager, at this tine to report out for Barstow.

MR. CHI LDERS: Thanks, Greg. Good afternoon.

A lot of the stuff we had popped up after that and a few
t hi ngs that we've kind of been working on the side. One
that sone folks may be famliar with is the Dunont Road
pavi ng project. Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration has

gotten funding for us to pave Dunont Road from 247 to
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the crossing at the river there, at the Amargosa River.

That project is ongoing. W've gotten nost
everything in line. The NEPA is conpleted. All the
consul tations are conpleted. W have one hundred
percent construction package, and what Federal Hi ghways
is waiting for is final budget or sone allocation of
budget, either continuing resolution or final resolution
in March to require the funding to finish. Hopefully
built this year. If we don't get it built in sumertine
this year, we're going to hopefully push that to next
year, 2023 with the sane fundi ng.

Wth that, we're also working on community
conmpliance with the recent | Ms for electronic pass sales
for EI Mrage and Dunont. We're working on that so we
can have passes avail able through rec.gov so folks won't
have to worry about trying to find a pass at the office
or trying to buy a pass onsite. They can buy a pass at
rec.gov, have it on their phone, and print it out if
they' d |ike.

We're al so working with some of the
infrastructure funding that's comng in the
infrastructure bill. W' re hoping to put together a
package to potentially construct and study the
Afton Canyon Bridge over Betty Ford. W' re hoping to

nove that forward. That's still really early in the
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pl anni ng phases, but we are starting to work on that.

And then the last topic is we're going to put
in for a OHV grant this year for the Rasor Road OHV
Managenent Plan, and if that gets funded, we'll start
wor ki ng on that process over the next three years.
That's about all for Barstow.

MR. MLLER: Al right, Jeff. Thank you very
much, and we appreciate that information.

And let's nove on to EIl Centro with Ryan
Chatterton. |I'msorry. Dan?

MEMBER TAYLOR: Yeah, | have a quick question
for Jeff. On the Dunont Dunes Road, when you did the
NEPA, did you include anything about filmng on there
when the NEPA was processed?

MR. CHI LDERS: Negative. The NEPA was done
t hrough a Federal Hi ghways Adm nistration categorical
exenpti on.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Okay. Thank you.

MR. MLLER: Al right. Any other questions
for Jeff?

Al right. Let's nove on to EIl Centro with
Ryan Chatterton.

Ryan?

MR. CHATTERTON: Good afternoon, everyone.

It's great to have the opportunity to address you. W
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do have a | ot of our updates there on our DAC report for
you. |I'mnot going to touch too nmuch on the topics that
are presented there within the report, however,
certainly happy to answer any questions that you have on
those related topics that are in there.

| do want to just nention, you know, Ed Stovin
nmenti oned one of those partnership events, one of many
partnership events that occur within our resource area,
and we really do appreciate our partners and the
positive inpacts that they do have on Public Lands out
t here.

We also are currently working with the
| mperial Valley Desert Museumto |lead interpretive hikes
t hroughout our resource area. There is a great
opportunity for nenmbers of the public to cone out and
enj oy Public Lands and visit with our park rangers and
to be able to | earn about the various resources that are
wi t hin our area.

Ed al so had a question about the geothermal
devel opnment associated in the Ccotillo Wells area. That
is generally known as our Truckhaven Geot hermal Leasing
Area. Wthin there we do have a conpany, O nmat ORN 5,
who has proposed exploratory activities within that
area. They do have a geothermal drilling permt for one

exploratory well at this time. It was actually
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scheduled to be drilled this spring. However, the
conpany just notified us this past week that they are
delaying their planned drilling of that well as they
reassess their plans for that area. So all drilling in
that area currently is on hold at this tine.

| wanted to provide an update on a sand and
gravel operation out in the Jinmenez M ne area out
towards Shell Canyon just north of the town of Ccotillo
in California. This is where we had a sand and gravel
pl an of operation that was held under m ning clains that
were in place prior to the Surface Resource Act of 1955.

Back in 2020, the claimant did fail to pay
t heir annual maintenance fees for the clains out at that
site, and they becanme void and forfeited after a 30-day
appeal period associated with it. W did have a sand to
gravel operator processing material out at the site,
| mperial Valley Aggregates. They did continue
operations for some time after the forfeiture, which
requires us to work through a mneral trust pass process
to resolve any material that was taken out w thout
havi ng a proper contract in place.

We have prepared a fair market val ue eval uation
report, which is currently with the Departnent of
M neral s and Val uati ons for concurrence, and that report

will be utilized to help us resolve that outstanding
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m neral trust pass and then to al so nove forward with a
new sand and gravel contract, should the conpany pursue
one.

Last update for the group is, efforts that have
been taken on by our wildlife biologist out at the
office, sonme data gathering. He has been working on
i npl enenting bat surveys within the abandoned m ne | ands
out at our Tunto Historic Mning District that's out
there east of the Inperial Sand Dunes.

We have done this in coordination wth
volunteers and efforts to help us gather data to help us
better understand how bats are utilizing these abandoned
m nes and adits so that, as tine progresses and we need
to make sone deci sions associated with those abandoned
m nes and adits, that we have this data to hel p us nake
i nfornmed decisions as we go forth with anything that nay
cone associated with that. There are currently no plans

in our purview, but it always hel ps to have this data

gat her ed.

So with that, | see many hands. | don't know
who was first, but I'lIl work nmy way fromleft to right
on nmy screen. So we'll start with Dan Tayl or.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | apol ogize. That was ny hand

for Jeff Childers, and | forgot to take it down. |

apol ogi ze.
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MR. CHATTERTON: No worries. Jayne?

MEMBER POWELL: 1'l1 take ny hand down now. So
on the concerns with IBA, is that for the Jinmenez M ne
site?

MR. CHATTERTON: Correct.

MEMBER POWELL: Ckay. And the land -- the
peopl e that owned the mineral resources, the Jinenez
fam ly, can you speak to how that affects thenf

MR. CHATTERTON: So the clainms which they had
for the Jinmenez Mne site becanme void and forfeited when
they failed to pay those fees.

MEMBER POWELL: So when | PA failed to pay, the
Jinmenez famly lost that. |Is that what you're saying?

MR. CHATTERTON: So it's the m ning clainmnt
t hat has responsibility for maintaining those m ning
clainms, and so | can't speak to who held those m ning
clainms, whether it was the Jinenez famly directly
paying for those mning clains. And those mning clains
are handled directly out of our state office, so
apol ogi ze for not having a |l ot of the details just
of f hand associated with it.

But the rights associated with those m ni ng
clainms that they held were forfeited when those annual
fees failed to be paid, and they did not appeal that

forfeiture
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MEMBER POWELL: Okay. | understand the rules
you' re tal king about, and | didn't know any of this
until just now, but | was just curious if there was any
ki nd of process after that 30-day appeal period, because
| do know there was a death in the famly.

MR. CHATTERTON. | see. And | can certainly
reach out to our state office, Jayne, and try to track
down sone additional information associated with those
mning claims. But that, again, is handled directly out
of our state office, and | don't have a |ot of the
details associated with the processing of those m ning
cl ai ns.

MEMBER POWELL: | nean, it's not ny job to
represent them | just happen to know that did happen
down there.

MR. CHATTERTON: | appreciate the information.

VMEMBER POWELL: Thank you. Oh, | have one
ot her question on the bats. | thought there were bat
gates, if you will, or bat doors, sonething that was
supposed to keep the bats fromgoing into the
underground m ne areas that were being put up,
particularly out in the American Grl M ne area out
there on the east side of the county.

MR. CHATTERTON. So it really depends with the

nm nes on a case-by-case basis what type of treatnment is
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applied to the entrance of each mne associated with it.
A lot of the times when we are installing gates out
there to ensure public safety and prevent unwanted
access to these sites, they are designed in a way that
allows for bats to continue to utilize those mne sites
if they are present. |If there are abandoned m nes and
those sites are not being utilized for bats, generally
the treatnent for those sites would be to plug them and
cover themw th earth for public health and safety
associated with them and then to prevent use.

So really it helps us. These surveys help us
to better understand how bats are utilizing these sites
and if there is a resource out there that we need to be
aware of. You know, we do have nultiple BLM sensitive
speci es out here. There's the California Leaf-Nosed
Bat, the Palid Bat, and the Yuma Myotis, just to nanme a
few there. W need to have an understandi ng of how
they're utilizing those sites and the type of treatnent
t hat should be used or prescribed for each of the
| ocati ons.

MEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

MR. CHATTERTON: Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN:  Thank you. Yeah, | got two
questions. First of all, is the Omat project the only

geothermal project in the EIl Centro's office currently?
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Do you have other applications or anything?

MR. CHATTERTON:. None that | am aware of at
this tinme. That is the only activity that we're
currently actively working on. It's just exploratory at
this point. W do have established geotherm
production at other sites in the area. The East Mesa is
an exanple of that, where Ormat has a plant and al so
several wells throughout the area, but that is the only
active geothermal |ease that we are currently working
on.

MEMBER STOVIN. Okay. Thank you. There's
runmors that there's lithiumdown bel ow the Salton Sea,
and, like, the Omt site is pretty close to that area.
| don't know if you would call it an aquifer, the area
where the hot water is. | didn't see anything in their
prelimnary environmental work on lithium If they want
to nove forward and they -- there's tal k about doing
geot hermal and extracting lithiumat the same tinme. And
| certainly don't oppose that, but | would |ike to know
exactly what's going on when that happens.

And | alnost feel like they're pulling a fast
one, that they're saying they want to do geot hermal but
they're really wanting to extract lithium Do you know
anyt hi ng about that or how that would play out?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah, unfortunately | don't
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know much about the current efforts that are out there.
| know there is a study that is currently ongoing for
lithiumextraction fromthese geothermal wells. 1've
recently heard that there is a high lithiumcontent in
t hose waters that are being brought up to the surface
and then, once utilized, that whatever is leftover is
pumped back down through other wells in the area.

So a lot of the studies that are occurring in
the exploratory type of work happening in the lithium
devel opnent on the Salton Sea is happening on private
| ands, so there has been no federal involvenent
associated with it, so | don't have a | ot of
i nformation, unfortunately, on what is currently
happeni ng.

| know that it certainly is an interest. It's
sonmething that we're following that, as information
becomes avail able, we'll be looking into. Certainly
we'll want to understand the potential inpacts to
natural resources and ensure that, you know, as these
proposal s cone forward, that we have the information
t hat we need to understand what is involved in that
devel opnent.

MEMBER STOVIN: Can | ask you a question? |
don't think you' ve touched on it. |Is your office

wor ki ng on the general plan portion of the
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Ccotillo Wells Managenent Plan, the federal side?
know there's a federal and a state side of it. Do you
know where that is at right now?

MR. CHATTERTON: So currently we are waiting
for the state to reengage with BLM on novi ng that
general plan forward. It was ny understanding that the
state had interest in picking back up the effort.
However, we have not seen any formal notification cone
fromthe OHV division or fromthe State Parks side of
the house to reengage in that effort.

MEMBER STOVIN. Really. So they stopped it,
and you were ready to keep noving?

MR. CHATTERTON. Well, we are willing to react
certainly to the effort that they would like to nove
forward with. And so it's not to say that, you know,

t he BLM has - -

MEMBER STOVI N:  You're not dragging your feet.

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah. [It's not on our side at
this tinme.

MEMBER STOVIN. Okay. |'mpart of Friends of
Ccotillo Wells, and | know the people there. And it's
weird that it's been ongoing for -- | don't know --
eight or ten years. They started working on the new
plan, and it just sort of stopped. | thought it was

fromthe federal side. | thought that it was on your
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si de, but maybe not. Yeah, | kind of thought that, when
Trunp was president, they didn't want to give up

geot hermal possibilities out there. They wanted to hang
onto the Iand and maybe didn't want to nove forward with
cooperating, but I don't know. |'minterested.

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah, unfortunately that
hasn't had novenment since nmy tine here in the field
office, so | don't have information on that.

MEMBER STOVIN. It was years before you
started. It was years before, | renenber. But | did
hear runors that they're going to be starting again
soon, so you'll probably hear something. Thank you very
much, Ryan.

MR. CHATTERTON: Absolutely. Then
M. Dick Holliday?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yes. | have two questions.
One, are you still waiting for noney fromthe budget for
the Cahuilla Ranger Station rebuil d?

MR. CHATTERTON: We are. So the current
proposal is a funding request being submtted through
the Anerica's Great Qutdoors Act to secure funding for
the site. The current proposal from ny understanding is
with our 2023 year planning cycle. So ny hope is that
we'll start seeing sone novenent on that next year, next

fiscal year.
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MEMBER HOLLI DAY: The ot her question kind of is
triggered by the Barstow tal k about | ooking at a phone
way to buy SRPs for Dunont and EIl Mrage. |Is that being
| ooked at for | SDRA?

MR. CHATTERTON: We have not investigated into
utilizing the rec.gov platformat this tinme. Really, if
we were to shift from our current nethod or proposal,
certainly we would want to ensure that we maintain
access to those pernits so fol ks can buy those pernits
offsite fromtheir local retailers or other sources.

That way they have themin hand when they're com ng out
to the site.

The ot her concern that | would potentially have
with an off-line type of sale would be the opportunity
to provide the physical permts that are required for
posting on the vehicles and wi ndshields. So we're not
currently investigating it, but that's some of ny
initial thoughts on that, but certainly happy to
conti nue conversations.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah. | hadn't heard that
before, and that's been kind of an interesting thing.
Years ago we | ooked at these things, and it wasn't going
to work right either because they needed sonething to
physically see. Rangers wouldn't be out there asking to

| ook at everybody's phone to see if they got a permt.
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Thank you very mnuch.

| also wanted to thank the officers out there
wor ki ng on the ghost-canping thing. 1'd like to see
that work harder, nmore on that as far as for all the
abandoned vehicles that are out there. Thank you very
nmuch.

MR. CHATTERTON: Thank you. And then, Jayne,
see your hand up again.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: She's nut ed.

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah. She's working on it.

MEMBER POWELL: There we go. So on the
Salton Sea, | believe the state is going to be having a
wor kshop again in the next few nonths. At least that's
what | heard. |Is the BLMinvolved with that?

MR. CHATTERTON: So that is the first I'm
hearing of that workshop. So nmy answer would be no, but

|"mcertainly interested in | earning nore about when

t hat workshop will take place and what information they
wi Il be presenting there.
MEMBER POWELL: Okay. |[I'll see if | can get

t he dates for you.

MR. CHATTERTON: Thank you. That woul d be
excel | ent .

MEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

MR. M LLER  Thanks, Ryan.
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Any ot her questions for Ryan before we nove on?

MR. CHATTERTON: Thanks, everybody.

MR. M LLER. Thank you, Ryan, again.

Let's nove on to the next person in line, in
the Needles Field Ofice, Mke Ahrens.

MR. AHRENS: Yes. Thank you. Good afternoon.
So | think I covered actually in ny report, just
briefly, that today not only is inportant to us because
of the DAC neeting, but we also have the first
anni versary celebration here in Needles for the
desi gnation of the Route 66 as a National Scenic Byway,
the segnent from Needles to Barstow. And so | took
Karen over to there actually during the |lunch break, and
she's actually still there enjoying that event and wl|
be headi ng on honme | ater on.

It |ooked like a really good event, well
attended, a |l ot of good information being provided to
the public fromthat. So that was great. It was great
to have Karen cone and visit our office and have two
full days to kind of | ook around. W concentrated
primarily on the Mojave Trails National Mnunment and | et
her see sone of those kind of iconic places, Canp |ron
Mount ai n, Amboy, and sonme of the other areas that have
spurred di scussi on, Bonanza Springs and the

Mar bl e Mount ai ns and what have you. And so got to have
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her actually physically set foot on sone of those sites,
see them appreciate them understand the conplexities
of managenment on them And | ook forward to her help as
they start noving forward on the Monunent Plan and, you
know, teasing out really how we're going to nove forward
with those sites.

And then so kind of updating on that as far as
t he Mojave Trails National Mnunment Plan, our attention
is definitely captured by that right now, and working
real hard in the preplanning stages to try to get that
ready to go. It sounds like we're seeing sone estimated
budget estimates for the planning effort. They | ook
pretty positive, and so if that all cones to pass, we
want to be really well prepared to nove forward.

We' ve actually already taken sonme funding we
had from | ast year and entered into had a contract with
a G S contractor to help us to identify all the current
spatial data that we have, get it all organized into one
place with its netadata so that we can know real |y what
i nformati on we have, have it available to all of our
staff and public when that's right, and identify gaps in
data that we need to try to refill.

One of those that we're also working on with a
new contract now is cultural resource information

Actually initiated a contract to do a class one survey,
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which is a records survey. That will help us get all of
that information together in one place as well. And so,
again, it's kind of a preplanning exercise.

Also we're working with another set of
contractors. Noelle reported on this at the | ast
meeting, that we're planning to do sonme prescoping
outreach, probably via Zoom neetings. Currently
| ooking at three general kind of public neetings and
probably a fourth for the tribe, if it's something
they're interested in -- tribes, | should say -- if it's
sonething they're interested in. Trying to give fol ks
an opportunity to really understand Mjave Trails, the
pl anni ng process noving forward.

And if we get really good feedback, we're
| ooking to maybe hear fromyou all on, you know, what's
i nportant and, you know, what the discussion points are.
Wanted to make sure we cover all of those throughout the
pl anni ng ar ea.

And then just starting to initiate some of the
contracting. And things |like the producing NO s and
Federal Registers takes a |lot of effort and a good span
of time, so we're starting to prepare, drafting the
pl anni ng grants, so contracting for a planning outfit to
help us with the heavy lift of witing the plan itself

and working through that process. And we'll soon start
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t hi nki ng about crafting the NO, which will actually
kick off the formal planning process, once we get there.
So lots going on with that plan there.

And then | did also wanted to address -- it
cane up earlier -- the cultural resource center, visitor
center in 29 Palnms that Park Services is building with
the city. Yeah, we've been very nmuch engaged with
Dave Smth on that side of the Joshua Tree Nati onal
Park, and he's been very interested in cooperating and
working with us on that.

It's actually identified space that BLMw || be
able to utilize in that center. Noelle is currently
working with interpretive people to comngle the BLM s
nmessage with the nmessage fromthe Park Service on that,
and they're interested. It was noted their visitation
has skyrocketed. They're really very nmuch interested in
providing other things for their visitors to do, and
Moj ave Trails seens |like a good alternative for them
with a caveat noting that we provide nuch different
| evel s of service than does the National Park Service
and requires really a different preparedness on the part
of the visitors to really enjoy our field office and our
types of nore dispersed recreation in a safe manner

So a lot of the interpretation we're working

with themon is being able to help them understand what
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you can do in Mjave Trails, you know, the kinds of
recreational experiences you can have there, and how to
be prepared for that, because, you know, it's a
1.6-mllion-acre nonunent. You can be very nuch by
yoursel f there, even when you don't want to be.

So that's, | think, all | really wanted to talk
about. We did submt a report as part of the main
report. Happy to answer questions about that or
anyt hi ng el se.

And, Billy, | see you have your hand up,
think, first.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, M ke, do you know how
the nmeetings are going with the corrals and stuff? You
know, | didn't make that, first county nmeeting |I m ssed
since 1986. But what's the status on the corrals for
t he Ki ngston Ranch?

MR. AHRENS: For the corrals, for like the
Horse --

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, Horsethief Springs.
Yeah, | call it the Kingston Ranch.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. You know, it's been a
little bit stagnant here the |last year or so. As you
know, we | ost our range specialist Jenna, and we're
working hard to refill that. And then Ron's had sone --

with the pandem ¢ and what have you, has been distracted
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fromit as well. So we actually have a fairly conplete
design. | think the only now that we're | ooking forward
to working with Ron on again is the water issue, how to
transport water up to the corrals. And then | think
we'll be ready to conplete the environnental conpliance
work and start construction on those.

So probably still a little while because we
bot h ki nd of have our hands di pped into too many ot her
projects. But we haven't |ost our focus by any neans.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thanks, M ke. | appreciate

MR. AHRENS: You're very wel cone.

M. Holliday? | think you're nuted there,
Di ck.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Sorry about that. Does your
area cover the area north of Joshua Tree, or is that
Pal m Spri ngs?

MR. AHRENS: So yeah, north of Joshua Tree is a
conbi nation really of ourselves and the Barstow Field
O fice.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Ckay.

MR. AHRENS: So everything in San Bernardino
County is ours, and then Riverside ends up into
Pal m Springs, yeah.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Well, what | was trying to
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do, | was trying to go to sone of the mnes in the Gold
Crown M ne area there north of Joshua Tree, and there's
a lot of route signs there, but | can't find any route
maps to go with the route signs.

MR. AHRENS: Okay. |I'mnot sure I'mfamliar
with the Gold Crowmmn Mne. That m ght be -- so we're
west of -- yeah, west of that O d Iron Age Road and Dal e
Mning District, that's actually in our Barstow office.
Jeff mght have that. And that was within the WEMO
route area as well. So it's signed and what have you
appropriately fromthat.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Ckay. I'Ill try to ook on
the BLM site for Barstow. Maybe they handle that. |
want to thank you for working on those m ssion
statenents. Got those down where we think that they're
alittle bit better for the people.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. Real excited to see the
subgroup process get started again and to be working
with a group on our planning effort. Okay. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Thank you.

MR. AHRENS: Absolutely.

MR. CHILDERS: Dick, if you look for the
West Mpj ave Travel Network Management Plan, that wll
have the PDFs with the maps for that particul ar area.

MR. MLLER Al right. Well, thanks, M ke.
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Any ot her questions for Mke? All right. Thank you,
sir. And thanks, Jeff, for helping out M. Holliday
there. | appreciate that.

Let's nmove to the Pal m Springs-South Coast
Field Ofice. Janet Cheek is representing Tim G || oon
today. Janet?

MS. CHEEK: Thank you, Brad.

Yes, Timhad a prior comm tnment today, but he
did give me sone notes that he wanted to nention to a
coupl e of the DAC nenbers. O course he wanted to
convey that we definitely want the advice on projects,
and anybody can reach out to himor one of the staff
menbers at the office. But Jack -- and not to cal
anyone out and certainly not to preclude any other
menbers, but he was really interested if you had any
recomrendati ons or advice on the Sand to Snow feral
cattle issue.

And then he also nentioned Dan with filmng. |
know a lot of entities come out and apply to the office
for field permts outside of engagement with you. And
of course our issue is very stringent tinelines. You
know, they'll come in and say, "W want to be out there
Friday." And it just takes nore tinme than that and to
ensure that resources that are protected for other

aut hori zed users.
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So he just wanted for me to nention to make
sure to say, if entities do reach out to you, to stress
as much forward planning as possible. W would greatly
appreciate it so we can, you know, certainly do our best
to conply with their requests to utilize Public Lands
for film ng.

And then | want to circle back with, Ed, you
had nentioned M nnewawa Trail pending tenporary closure
during Cole's presentation. Timdid acknow edge that he
has recently spoken to you, and he did want me to convey
that himand staff are |ooking to neet with OHV users
with the concerns out there with a potential tenporary
cl osure.

And yes, Custons and Border Patrol has
subsequently requested again for tenporary cl osure of
that trail due to safety concerns with the illegal usage
and, of course, speeding and ill-appropriate vehicles
al ong those roads just creating a safety hazard for al
users, not only OHV. But he certainly wel cones
engagenent from you, Ed, as well on that issue.

And so with that, | would |like to share that
the office is in the mdst of hiring sonme staff and
really across the board appreciate the support of the
district and then the state office as well. W are

recently addi ng an outdoor rec planner, sone office
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adm ni stration staff. W' ve had one. And so we have
been relying on the district and other field office
staff to help us linp along. So that is greatly
appreciated. O course, |aw enforcenent and as well as
t he managenent team So hopefully we can be nore
responsi ve goi ng forward.

And with that, Dan Kasang, who is our outdoor
rec planner -- we're soon to onboard another one -- he
did want me to share that the field office applied and
was awarded a $529, 940 grant through the California
Department of Parks and Recreation for off-highway notor
vehicles to restore OHV-rel ated resource damage in
Coachel la Vall ey and NECO, which is Northern and Eastern
Col orado Desert Coordination Pl an.

But the resource areas fromstarting
January 1st of this year and run through the end of
2024, and those nonies will go to restore the areas
af fected behind existing and newly proposed barriers,
trash abatenent, graffiti abatenent, activities, you
know, in regards to the OHV-user areas, and funding for
a replacenment of a power washer to renove graffiti. So
of course the rec programis very excited about that to
certainly mtigate those over-extended uses and il egal
uses.

Al so, as Greg alluded, the Pal m Springs-South
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Coast Field Ofice is certainly assisting Ji hadda Govan,
who is the Sand to Snow Monument manager, with the
pl anning efforts there, those two planning efforts. And
then also the office is working on our reentry for the
office, as well as the Santa Rosa/ San Jaci nto Nati onal
Monunment Visitor Center.

And al so a shout-out to the Friends of the
Desert Mountains, working in conjunction with BLM is
certainly engaged with this effort of the Coachella
Vall ey W1 dfl ower Festival and Safety Fair being held at
the Pal m Desert Civic Park on March 5th. | have had the
pl easure of attending that. |It's a lot of fun and lots
of great information and resources to the public in
utilizing Public Lands.

And that's all | have to share. Any questions?
You' re going easy on ne. Thank you. Please reach out
to either nmyself or Timor any of the staff nenbers, and
we will certainly address any comrents or concerns. And
again, we welcone any advice on our projects. Thank
you.

MR. M LLER: Thank you very much, Janet. Thank
you for stepping in for Tim

Let's nove along and go to Ridgecrest with
Carl Synons.

MR. SYMONS: Hi. Good afternoon. | won't go
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t hrough the stuff in the report other than a few updates
on sonme things. But |I'lIl start off with personnel.

Tom Acostas, ny associate field manager, is back now.

He was on just about a six-nonth detail as the Arcata
field manager. So glad to have himback. And so he's
just now getting back into the swing of things. He's
been back -- this is the end of his second week back.

We did hire a range person, but however -- we
hired her. She started on Monday and on Tuesday went to
t he hospital and had her little baby girl. So she'll be
out on maternity leave for a little while, so it will be
alittle while before she actually gets started back in.
But she has worked in the office for about two years
with contracts and interns and stuff, so she is famliar
with the area.

We al so hired a new adm nistrative officer, who
started at the beginning of this pay period, so just
about two weeks ago. So we're happy to have her in
pl ace and running the front adm nistrative office area
and the budget stuff there.

Some update things on range, is that we are
wor ki ng with Deep Spring Colleges up in Fish Lake
Valley. | approved a range inprovenent DA. Now we're
in the process of getting the supply list and working

with the permttee to start the inplenentation that --
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buyi ng sone of the supplies and things with our
range-i nprovenent dollars and getting the agreenents
t oget her there.

We're also working on -- we're just about ready
to put out an EA for what we're now calling the Upper
Cortez Creek out in the Kelso area that was an all ot nent
that hasn't been grazed for a while. It got split off.
It used to be managed by Bakersfield, but they split it,
and Bakersfield is now doing a separate one for their
pasture, so we're trying to get that back online.
Hopefully we'll get that done here this year so they can
utilize that allotnent again as far as the range goes.

Sone of the things in realty. W're actually
trying to get -- we issued one fiberoptics line. W
have cultural work to do on a second fiberoptics I|ine,
inrelation to LADW' s operations out there. They need
those fiberoptic lines for their nonitoring equi pnment
and stuff |ike that, bringing themup to speed so they
can actually process the data as they're building their
new damin that area.

The mning. W're having a lot of little
mning things as well as a big ones you saw in the
report. We are dealing with, like, the Devil Dog M ne.
When t hey expanded the Spanglers OHV Area and

congressionally designated it, it also put a w thdrawal
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on there, so they were under a notice that they |et
expire. So we're bringing themin, that now we're going
to have to figure out if they want to put in a plan of
operation. It's going to require a validity exam and
that part there.

So we've got several of those that are
happening that we -- they're trying to deci de whet her or
not that they want to go and do a validity exam One of
the things with the validity examis, if it cones out
negative, then the clainms would be gone, whereas until
we do a validity exam they still have the claimand
they could do casual use, but they just can't use
equi pnent or go anything beyond casual use. So it's
just part of the Dingell Act that we're inplenenting.

The two wild and scenic rivers that we have,
we're working on the plans. W actually just got word
from Forest Service is the lead, and we're working wth
them on the Cottonwood Creek. And we've gotten the
draft CRMP and EAs for review, so we're supposed to have
that review done by the 25th and get that back to them
so hopefully that will go out soon. Surprise Canyon,
we're finishing up visuals and still moving forward with
t hat going there.

Sone of the other things we're involved in. W

are involved with the Illinois Valley Wells G oundwater
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Aut hority (as spoken). W' re an ad hoc nenber, so we
don't vote, but we attend neetings and provide technical
expertise and the fact that we have quite a bit of the
ground in the area for the overdraft of the Ri dgecrest
ar ea.

We are working with the Desert Tortoise
Preserve Conm ttee on our Desert Tortoise Research
Natural Area. W help fund the naturalists every year
there, as well as getting trailers and stuff set up.
That's going to be starting up next nonth. The
naturalists will be at the Desert Tortoi se Research
Natural Area for visitors and outreach and education for
t hat .

And al so we're engaged with the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service on a couple of different avenues that,
when the Dingell Act expanded the Spangl er open area, it
crossed over a Navy road that's withdrawn fromthe Navy.
And they have the take, but in order for riders to get
fromone area to the other, they have to cross that
road. So we're working with the Navy and U S. Fish and
WIldlife Service on how we're going to handl e the take
on that as far as whether we decide if there was to be a
tortoi se taking.

Also working with U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service in regards to efforts for the Inyo Towhee, the
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listed species. W' ve been doing -- the biggest thing
right nowis fencing off riparian areas for habitat and
al so doing burro gathers, and we have a few nore com ng
up -- it's in the report there -- to try to check the
habitat and try to help the recovery of the Inyo Towhee.

And we're also trying to fill some other
positions besides the ones that we had. Getting ready
to make a selection for an outdoor rec planner. Got two
wildlife biologist positions. They' re both vacant, but
the positions have cl osed, and so hopefully we'll get a
list of nanes from HR here shortly to go. And then we
got a few others.

We did | ose a wwangler fromthe corrals as well
as their adm nistrative assistant up there, so they're
ki nd of shorthanded, and we'll be looking to fill those
positions as soon as we can.

And that's nost of the stuff for Ridgecrest.
"Il open it up to any questions.

Jayne?

MEMBER POWELL: So on the HR side of it,
approxi mtely how long fromthe tinme the position is
posted until it's filled? How |long does it take the
agency to do that, typically?

MR. SYMONS: Typically -- | hate to say it

because | don't think there's a typical, but it would
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probably be three nonths fromthe tine it closes. It

all depends. If they have to nove from sonewhere, that
of course takes a |lot longer to get it. If we fill it
locally, it of course shuts that tinmefranme down a little
bit, but on average about three nonths. Unless, Geg,
you handle themall across the district, if you have a
di fferent take on that.

MR. M LLER: Yeah. You know, Jayne, it depends
on the position as well and where we're getting that
person from Right now we're seeing a really long tine
for background checks. That's one of the mmjor issues
that we've been working through as far as trying to get
new people on board. No matter where they're from even
if they're a BLM enpl oyee, if they haven't had a
background check in a while, they have to go through
t hat background check again if it's a pernmanent
position. For the details, it's not so nuch, but for
t he pernmanent positions, it takes quite a bit of tine
for background checks.

They are going to the -- | can't renenber the
name of it. Maybe, Carl, you know who it goes through.
But it's an outside -- not an outside agency. It's
Department of Defense. It goes through their agency
that we just don't have control over the timng of that.

We just try to hopefully get those through quicker.
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So it's, like | said, depending on where we're
getting the person and who the person is and what the
position is, and that can delay that person's onboarding
date up to four to six nonths.

MEMBER POWELL: Wow. So sonething like that in
this hot job market m ght inpact our candi date pool ?

MR. SYMONS: | was just going to say that is
one of the things that we have run into, is that we take
and hire people, and then it's taken | ong enough that,
depending on their situation -- for instance, if they
are looking for a job, sonetinmes they just take another
j ob because they can't afford to stay afl oat |ong
enough.

I"ve had them processed in a matter of |ess
than a nonth, but then |I've got sonme background checks
that are hanging out for over a year. It really depends
on the person and what the situation is if it was
cleared. But yeah, it does sonetinmes becone an issue.

MEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

MR MLLER So let nme just go on a little bit
nore about that, too, is that we're working really hard
with the human resources hiring staff at the state
office to process these vacancies as quickly as
possi ble. Karen Mouritsen nentioned -- our state

director nmentioned we have a rate that's equal that has
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been across California. W' ve seen the positions

vacanci es week in, week out type of thing where a | aw

enforcement ranger will be hired in Palm Springs and
then one will |eave EIl Centro and then another | aw
enforcement ranger will be hired in El Centro and one
wll |eave Barstow or other situations |ike that.

Qur natural resource positions, we try to send
out one announcenent for all of the areas we're | ooking
for filling vacancies for, and that can take in itself a
little nore of a concentrated coordination effort to
make sure that we are including all of those |ocations
into one announcenent. And then when we get a list of
i ndi vidual s who are avail able for maybe three out of
five field offices, nost those field managers work
together to try to see who is the best fit for their
office then work with each other to see so we're not
pulling the rug out from sonebody else. So it m ght
take a little longer with those. And we had those
vacancies out for a while and will go out again for
natural resource specialists hopefully relatively soon.

But that's one of ny goals is to continue to
try to fill vacancies as quickly as possi bl e working
with the human resources staff at the state office on
getting those done as efficiently and quickly as

possi bl e.
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MR, SYMONS: | would say the other issue is
just getting the candidate pool. You talk about the
natural resources. | forgot how many we went through
Greg, but we were only able to hire a couple out of
that, and we've got to go back for four or five nore.
It's tough.

MR. MLLER Like Carl was saying, we m ght
offer a position to an individual but they've already
conmmtted to another |ocation or another agency or
sonething like that. So it's a very conpetitive --
really, it's a conpetitive world out there where folks
want the job but they're really being picky about where
they're going and whether or not they can work from
home, too, so that's another thing we' re | ooking at.

So, all right. Any other questions for Carl?
Al right, Carl. Thank you.

MR. SYMONS: Thank you.

MR. MLLER Al right. Let's nove on to our
fire and fuels update with Paul G bbs, our fire
managenent officer for the district.

Paul ?

MR. G BBS: Thanks, G eg.

Good afternoon, everyone. 1'll give you a
brief update, since we turned in the DAC report, on sone

of our activity that we've had and sone ot her things
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t hat are going on

So since January of this year we've had eight
fires that have been on our lands. That includes the
Moj ave Preserve. We do have an interagency fire
program They did have one fire there. But nost of
those fires are all pretty small, less than an acre.
The one that did get a little larger was | ast week the
Border Fire down in San Di ego County, about nine acres.

Wth the weat her this weekend, we shifted quite
a few of our fol ks that were working on the fuels
projects this week, and they' re staffing or engines, so
we do have a | arge staffing pattern we're doing for this
time of year, especially through this weekend with the
war mer weat her and the wi nds that have been occurring.
And so that's kind of what we've been doing there as a
pr epar edness itemthing.

On the fuels side of things, as Karen
menti oned, we had been expecting sone additional
dol l ars, and those dollars may be com ng. W' ve been
told around $2 mllion in our fuels program But it's
really tied up in the continuing resolution right now.

So we had a nmeeting on Thursday with our state
office, and they let us know that they had a neeting on
Tuesday with the national office, and as long as we're

in a continuing resolution, whether it's a shorter one
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or a longer-termone through the end of the year, we
probably will not see those fuel dollars until 2023.
And so that's a little update that just happened here
this week. So hopefully we'll see a budget, but if we
don't, we may not see that increase in fuels dollars
until 2023. So we'll just wait and see how that goes.

Qur folks are continuing to work on fuels
projects. They already have projects in the works with
sone contract work that is going on. And before this
weekend nost of our fol ks were al so hel ping out doing
fuel s and prevention and mtigation work, so we'l
continue that. So that work just -- it hasn't stopped.
It's still ongoing, but the additional acres we wanted
to acconplish, especially in the fuels program kind of
on hold for now.

And al so we just tal ked about hiring. So we
are in the mdst of our hiring for our seasonal
wor kf orce that starts late April or early May. And ||
just share the cycles that someone was asking, or we
were tal king about. Typically we announce those jobs in
Oct ober and Novenber. Then the tinme to apply usually
cl oses in Decenber or so, either |ate Novenber or during
Decenber. Then usually by md January our HR people
have given us the list of folks who are interested in

t hose positions, and so we start going through
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applications doing reference checks and doing interviews
for those folks.

And we're in the mdst of that right now  Mbst
of our job offers have been made. There's a few
addi tional ones we are in the process of making now, and
so we're continuing working through the list for the
| ast few positions that we have up on our engi nes and on
our helicopters. So that gives you a tine that those
people will show up, like | said, late April for the
hel i copters, early May for engines. So that's kind of
the cycle we run through for our seasonal hiring that
we bring on each year kind of during the peak sunmer
nont hs when we're nost active.

And | do want to |let you know we do have a new
mtigation person, prevention person working down at
| nperial County out at EI Centro. So that person
is -- before the fire season starts, they'll be working
with communities down there as far as neking sure the --
you know, being as fair safe as possible and al so be
doi ng prevention, you know, going out and neeting in
public school progranms and that type of stuff to talk
about fire safety and those things. W're happy to see
t hat .

And one of the chall enges we do have in our

fire and fuels organization is just the geographic size
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that we have; right? So anywhere fromthe border down
there by Mexico in Inperial County, all the way up into
I nyo and Mono County. So we cover a |large area. And
so, you know, there's |ots of opportunities for us to do
prevention and mtigation, and those are sonme of the
positions that we're hoping with the infrastructure
bill, that with additional funding down the road, we can
ki nd of restore that program That's one of the
prograns that really struggled over the last ten years,
the | ast decade or so. So as funds conme in, we'll be
| ooking to expand that program further and throughout
the district.

And just so you know, for the fire season, also
right now, this is the time where we start | ooking at
all of our plans and | ooking at the cooperators on
cooperative agreenents. Every year we go through those.
You know, interagency-wi se we nmake sure if there's any
adj ustnents we need to nake, work with the cooperators,
have neetings, see how things went |ast year. What do
we need to tweak this year to be better prepared, work
better together as cooperators to, you know, serve the
public the best we can?

And so we're in the process of doing that, our
staffing and our response plans, you know, all of those

t hi ngs that give us guidance before the fire starts to
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hel p us be as prepared and ready as we can.

So that's kind of what's going on right now |
didn't have any further updates. [1'Il take any
questions if anyone has any.

MR. MLLER  Any questions for Paul ?

Paul , thank you very nuch.

MR. G BBS: Yep.

MR. M LLER: Just for information, when | start
filling in the role behind Andrew in the detail for
di strict manager, ny e-mail is GMIler@LM gov. It's
pretty easy, and the nunber you can try to get ahold of
me at is (760) 833-7100. Because we're co-located in
t he Pal m Springs-South Coast Field Office, you can cal
that nunber. That's the office nunber, and they can get
ahol d of ne.

Al right. And with that | wanted to thank the
field managers very much for the reports. And Paul,

t hank you very much. And I'Il turn the nmeeting back
over to Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Terrific. Thank you, G eg.
Thanks to your team for the update, and |"'mreally gl ad
to see the reports that we received in advance. Those
PDFs are a lasting tradition. They're super hel pful,
and the stakehol ders and interest groups that | have the

privilege to circulate themto really enjoy seeing
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everything that you all are up to, because sone of this
stuff you don't always hear about, but when you read it
in those reports, it really gives you an idea of the
volunme of things that are going on in our Public Lands
in the BLM universe.

Wth that said, are there any other questions?
Let's nove on, if there's no objections, to our 1:45
itema little bit early, and that's going to be the OHV
recreation update.

And it's nice to see Dana Stephenson, the
out door recreation planner for the district, who's
joining us to take over our screen and neke a
presentation for us today. Thank you, Dana. It's al
yours.

MS. STEPHENSON: Thanks, everybody. Sorry I
m ssed the norning half. | appreciate you guys giving
me that off. | had softball this nmorning with ny
daughter so had to go coach

That being said, I'"'mgoing to go ahead and
share ny screen. All right. Can everybody see it, the
sl ide show?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Looki ng good.

MS. STEPHENSON: All right. So last tinme |
presented just nore on the overview of the whol e outdoor

recreation, and this tine they asked ne to maybe
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specialize nore on the SRP side of things and how to
apply for an actual Special Recreation Permt.

So we offer Special Recreation Permts
t hroughout the California Desert District, also just
t hroughout the whole BLM | would say we specialize
nmore down here on sonme of nore of the notorized events.
Up in Northern California would be nore non-notorized
field trips, Jeep tours and stuff.

So there's different types of recreation
permts or Special Recreation Permts to get.

Commercial pernmits are required with anyone who intends
to make recreational use of Public Lands for a
commerci al operation. So if you're going out there to
make a profit, receive noney, obtain goods, collect fees
and then -- sorry. Went blank there. So an exanple
woul d be |ike fundraising, outfitter guides, the Jeep
tours that I was tal king about, those would be
comercial permts that you could apply for.

Conpetitive permts. These are nore if you're
regi stering, entering an event, a pre-determ ned course,
or it's kind of going for speed or endurance. This is
when you woul d apply for conpetitive permt. This would
be your nmotorcycle races, your big truck races, horse
endurance rides, bicycle races. All those would ful

under a conpetitive permt.
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And then you have your organized group
activities. So these nore fall if you' re planning
deci si ons, resource concerns, user conflicts, public
health and safety, and is there a need for resource
nonitoring? So these would be nore of your scout
canmpouts, your Boy Scouts, or your weddings or famly
reuni ons. And some of those as well, dependi ng on what
the activity is, you could potentially just get an
aut hori zation letter from whi chever office you' re
working with. So if there's no exchange of noney,
you're not advertising, you could potentially just get a
| etter of authorization for sone of those smaller
organi zed events.

So other types of permts. W have our vending
permts. So they're short-termtenporary, and they
usually are in conjunction with one of the other types.
Ei ther commercial conpetitive or organized event is when
you woul d do nost of your vending permts. So these
woul d be your t-shirts, nmotorcycle t-shirts that they're
trying to sell on Public Lands, or there could be food
vending permts. |If that's the case, then they have to
get certain licensing out there. They have to get with
their local county and get a health permt.

Then you have your special area use. These are

required for individuals, private or non-comrercial, in
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speci al areas.

So cost recovery goes into play when -- if you
are doing a permit and it's going to exceed over 50
hours, then we'll go into a cost recovery. W usually
see these procedures mainly with |ands relating to
cadastral. But we do themwth SRPs. A large one, as
an exanple, would be King of the Hammers. And then we
do an eval uation, see what staffing we need, how many
staff we're going to need on the ground to nonitor those
types of the events, and we send the proponent a cost
recovery agreenent where they can review or argue it.

So these are all the authorities for the
i ssuance of SRPs. |'m not going to read through them
all. You guys can see them here. And |I'm happy to
share this slide with anybody at the end.

So consequences for operating without a permt
is $100,000 and 12 nonths of incarceration. | don't
know of any of those that have actually happened
t hroughout ny duration at the CDD, but there are
consequences. Most people do know to get an SRP with
whi chever office they're going to be having their event
in, though.

Al'l right. So here's the SRP process. You can
see you're usually going to do a pre-application, get

with your local office, with your outdoor recreation
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pl anner that you plan on having your event in. 1'll go
t hrough each of these steps so you guys don't have to
try to read through this, but this is kind of our little
way to go through the process, make sure that everybody
is submtting what they need to and BLMis al so.

They are | ooking at doing an online SRP program

in the future called RAPTOR. | have not seen it yet.
They're still kind of working out the kinks, so
hopefully one day it will all be digital and some of the
paper side will go away.

Of course this is a federal action, so NEPA is
requi red dependi ng on what type of permt you're
getting. That could be a CX, an EA, a DNA. Just al
depends on the type. And sone of themdon't require
NEPA either. It's just if there's going to be ground
di sturbance, then we have to usually go through the
di fferent checklists.

So the role of the permttee. |If you're
operating a business or providing a service on
Public Lands, we require licensing, education, conduct
busi ness. So food-handling permts, like |I tal ked about
earlier, for vendor pernits are required, workers
conpensation insurance, and business licensing. As a
permttee, you hold a great |evel of responsibility for

your client as well and for the resources your business
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relies on. And then the safety, the safety of the
visiting public and the spectators and everybody that's
part of your event.

So when to apply. Permt applications nust be
submtted a m ni mum of 180 days. | think across the
board, that is not always applicable. But please work
with your office, and nost offices will work with you on
that. But 180 days is what we would |ike to see just
because we do get so many permts through all the
offices. So it's a big undertaking.

So step one. It's highly recommended that you
schedul e a pre-application consultation with your office
or whoever you're working with prior to submtting your
application. You just want to open that clear
communi cation of, what is your activity? Wat are you
doi ng? Are you advertising? How many people do you
pl an on having out there? Were do you plan on having
this event? So having that first step and just really
bui | di ng that communication with your office is really
key.

So to apply for a comercial, conpetitive, or
organi zed group pernmt, you have to conplete the
2930-1 form So you'll conplete 1 through 16, and this
formis your nanme, where you plan on doing it, what type

of activity you plan on doing, have you ever had a
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permt with the BLM Forest Service, National Park
Service? |Is this a commercial, conpetitive, organized?
Are you vending? And then, who's applying for it? 1Is
it an individual? 1Is it a business? 1Is it a governnent
agency? So you'll fill all this out and sign and date
and submt it to the outdoor recreation planner that
you're working wth.

So your next step would be, once you get that
subm tted, you need to conplete an operations plan. W
do have bl ank tenplates for both non-notorized and
notori zed operation plans, and in this operations plan
you want maps, type of equi pnment you're using, how are
you going to make sure your spectators are safe?

Hazardous materials. So if you're using fuel,
are you going to put the tarp down? Parking and staging
areas, sanitation. Are you going to bring in
Porta Potties? How are you going to take care of
everybody out there? What's your conmunication plan?
And if it is a race event, monitors. You have to have
nmonitors on the ground to make sure, not just for the
safety of the spectators, but for the safety of the
drivers as well.

So like | said, you need to submt maps.
There's all types of ways to kind of submt your KMZ or

KM. files to your office, and then we usually convert
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them over to our own mapping system This is an exanple
of the Rebelle Rally. She has in there base canpsites
then her routes. You can see Day 5, you know, she's
goi ng through the Needles Field Ofice and then com ng
down into the Pal m Springs.

So with that, your map needs to have where
you're racing at, where is your |location? Were are
going to be your road crossings? \Where are going to be
your spectators areas? You need to identify all those
areas and submt those to the field office so that we
can start review ng and nmaking sure your route is on
existing trails, or if they're in an open area, those
are usually where we try to push nost fol ks to have any
notori zed events, but then we can go ahead and review
t hose and get back to you guys.

So to apply for a comrercial, conpetitive, or
organi zed, like | said, we would |like you to submt 180
days in advance. You'll conplete your 2930-1 form
whi ch we tal ked about, a map for the course and staging
and canping areas, an operating or business plan, and
any other docunentation that we require, and then the
m ni rum $115 annual permt fee.

And then if and when your pernmt is approved,
you need to submt a valid insurance policy identifying

the United States government as additionally insured.
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Submt current copies for necessary first aid, CPR, or
dependi ng on what your activity is on that, a cost sheet
t hat displays to custonmers what you're charging.

If you're doing vending permts, we usually
like to see photos of what you're selling out there. W
try to stay away fromanything that is, you know, gun
related or political. So we usually like to see photos
of what you're actually selling.

And then we al so require signed additional
stipulations. So those stipulations cover nunmerous,
numerous items. It's about, | would say, 13 pages |ong.
We ask the permttee to review those and then initial
next to the ones that really apply to themthat we check
off and then sign it. And this is for nedical
attention, sanitation, fuels and fl uids managenent,
let's see, Desert Tortoise, wildland and fire
precautions, if you're having aircraft, if you're doing
a commercial or sonmething to that nature, nmedia. The
list goes on.

So we nmake sure that they're covering all their
bases, and then we actually have nonitors on the ground
to nmake sure that they're doing what they said in their
stipulations as well.

So here's just an exanple of an insurance. You

can see down here you have the California Desert
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District as the additionally insured, U S. Departnent of
the Interior right here, and then their m nimm
i nsurance that they have to have.

So here are the insurance requirenents. Like |
sai d, depending on what you're doing and your activity,
whether it's |low, noderate, or high risk, this is what
we require fromthe pronmoters. So for exanpl e,

Rebell e Rally, probably a noderate risk, King of the
Hamrers, high risk. Anything that has speed woul d be a
hi gh-ri sk insurance.

And then like |I said, | tal ked about the fees.
Once you turn in your 2930-1, your mininumfee is $115.

I f your permt is rejected, this is refunded. And then
this fee typically changes every three years, but that's
not always the case. And then -- sorry there. Once you
get your gross receipts after deducting the permtted
activity, whether it be the sales, the clothing, or just
the entry fee, the conpetitive recreation use is six
dol l ars per participant per day or three percent of the
gross receipts or the 115, whichever is greater.

And then other considerations. W talked about
the cost recovery. W usually send an estinmte cost
recovery, and it's paid by the applicant, and then
what ever we do not spend we refund back to the

appl i cant.
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And then bonding may be required. | have
actually never done a bonding, so | don't have a | ot of
experience with this one. But | have the handbook, and
| "' m happy to answer any questions on that.

So here's your permt. Once you guys submt

all your docunents to your office, this will be your
2930-2. We'll fill this out, have you sign it, and then
the authorized officer will sign it, and that's usually

the field manager for each office.

Wth that, you'll have all your general terns.
Those are kind of the basic stipulations. And then
you'l |l al so get your permt package, which is all the
stipulations that you signed. You would get a
Desert Tortoise Observation Form You'll get a Death
and Injury Form and then some offices have fliers that
t hey hand out as well, such as information about the
Mohave Ground Squirrel, the Desert Tortoise kind of
handl i ng. So depending on which office you're getting
your permt with, they will supply you with all the
flyers necessary.

Once your activity is conpleted, you wll
submt a Post Use Report to the adm nistrator, and |
have an exanple for you. And then you will be billed
for the amount of use cal cul ated from your post use

report, and that's that six dollars or three percent.
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So here's an exanple of your Post Use Report.
So you put participants, how many spectators, how many
enpl oyees, what was the prepaid event or activity
amount. And so you'll do all those cal cul ati ons and
submt it.

So once you do that, we will then send you guys
an evaluation formtelling you how you did. W do have
options to do nulti-year permts. It depends on, you
know, how you've done on past permts. W do have sone
five-year permts. |t depends on if your course is
going to change. |If your course is going to change, you
usually need to supply all of that information in a NEPA
so we can have options in there. But the biggest thing
is just working with your office.

So just to summuarize, if you're kind of
wondering if you're going to do an SRP in any of the
field offices, are you charging a fee? WII there be a
conpetition? WII you be advertising? WIIl you mark
the course? Are you expecting vehicles? WII| anyone be
paid or organized? And then will your event involve
Publ i c Lands?

So this is kind of just the summary. |If you're
kind of asking yourself, "Do | need a permt?" this
woul d be the flyer to look at. And it's also avail able

online too. It kind of goes through these sane
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guestions. So that is the SRP side of things.

They al so asked ne kind of just to summarize a
couple of the large events we had this year, one being
King of the Hamrers, which just ended | ast weekend. The
2022 King of the Hamrers, the total nunber of paid
spectators and conpetitors was about 35,799. | would
say there was probably closer to 40,000 fol ks out there,
just that did not pay to conme in. Those were the people
canpi ng outside the closure area or just outside the
wel come gate.

But overall it was a successful event. | had a
great team working with ne. Barstow worked well with
us, so | thought overall it was a great event. | issued
this permt. Then I'malso the incident commander on
t he ground. And yeah, it was good. So | was happy with
it.

Let's see ny tine. How am | doing on tinme?
Well, | have a video. |I'mgoing to close this screen.

MS. VAN DER LIN: We don't have sound yet,

Dana.

MS. STEPHENSON: Okay. | m ght have to have
Matt do this one.

ZOOM TECH: One sec. I'll cue it up.

MS. STEPHENSON: All right. The sound is not

wor ki ng for some reason on my side either. All right.
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There you go.
(Rebelle Rally video from YouTube was pl ayed.)

MS. STEPHENSON: Thank you, Matt.

So that was the Rebelle Rally. That event
occurred both in the Barstow, Needles, and El Centro
Field Ofice. They started actually in Nevada and
finished in the dunes, in the Inperial Sand Dunes. That
one woul d be both a commercial and conpetitive permt,
sane as -- King of the Hamrers is both permtted for
commerci al and conpetitive because they are film ng and
then al so doing a conpetition.

And that is it. Do | have any questions?
Sorry. That was a lot of information. And |ike | said,
if you work directly with any of your field office
staff, they will have all the information for you as
well, and I am happy to assist as well. |'mnot seeing
any hands. All right.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You know, a coupl e of
nmeetings ago | renmenber Jayne was kind of confused about
the different permts and howit was run and who gets a
pi ece of what and where they do it and the whol e deal.
So this was really an A-to-Z priner, the best one |'ve
seen for the howto's of a Special Recreation Permt.

And al so, to let fol ks understand that, when

people are purchasing a permt for Inperial Sand Dunes
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or Dunmont Sand Dunes or the EIl Mrage OHV Areas, those
are individual Special Recreation Pernmits. So they're a
simlar animal but just a little different species.

MS. STEPHENSON: Those fees that are collected
during your post use, those fees go back into the |and
to inprove it as well. So they're used for a good use.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And on the individual
Speci al Recreation Permt side, the fees are that are
collected at an OHV recreation area go back to that area
as well. They don't go to Washi ngton.

MS. STEPHENSON: Correct.

M5. VAN DER LIN: Dana, | see M. Mtchell has
his hand up for a question.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Am | unnut ed?

MS. STEPHENSON: You're good.

MEMBER M TCHELL: On that King of the Hanmer,

you' re tal king about putting it back into the |and.

35,000 people. |I'macross the street, 29,000 acres.
run a hundred head of cattle. Well, not in the drought.
We're down to about 50. | have a road | maintain for

four mles to get to Rattl esnake Canyon for 25 years.
Now, where do | get that noney back for

everybody that gets to use that road before they get

into the canyon? You know, there's two pieces of state

| and before you get to the cow guard where BLM | and i s.
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So where do | put in for sonething to help me for that
cost? That's four hours and a quarter tank of fuel.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah, | nmean | --

MEMBER M TCHELL: Do you want a hundred Jeeps
across that in front of your house and tear everything
up? | think you would be pretty upset. You know, |
don't mnd that they do it, but why isn't that OHV noney
com ng back to help nme maintain the road? They get to
use the damm thing at nmy expense, at ny ranching
expense. At ny famly's expense they get to use that,
and that's where |'m upset.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah, | understand.

MEMBER M TCHELL: It's not only ne either.

(Reporter clarification.)
(Si mul t aneous speaking.)

MEMBER M TCHELL: People in Burns Canyon,
they're trying to shut off that because half of the
peopl e have private |land. They don't have a county
easenent. Then nost people go up and then cone down
t hrough t here.

And another thing is, those people cone through
there. | have cattle, | have ny famly, and | have
safety that 1'm concerned about, even theirs. They've
hit ny cattle, and nobody has done anything about it

except Mark Brown. Two years ago before he left, he
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wrote a hundred tickets and sl owed everybody down.
This year |1've seen two people over there for

the whole race, was in front of my road sl ow ng people

down, two people, and that was it. Now, where do | get
t hat cost recovery? | nmean, what do | have to apply
for? | nean, all year long. | nean, there is not one

time, one day that there's not anybody that goes up
Ratt| esnake Canyon. | guess they don't have jobs
anynore, because 25 years ago | night have five Jeeps on
a weekend go through it.

And that's nmy livelihood. You know, it's not
like | just dropped off the sky and did this. That
ranch dates back to Hart Barr 1900, when the OHV was a
horse and wagon, and nobody is even helping me with it.
| ask everybody. Nobody wants to say nothing. All they
do is they want to collect the noney fromthe Hammers,
and | got to eat the dust. | was going to say sonething
el se, but I'm being polite.

You tell me what | need to do about that. They
shut off -- how many acres did they shut off for safety?
How many acres did they shut off for safety?

MS. STEPHENSON: | woul d have to go back and
refer to the closure map, or maybe Jeff has that nunber.
But as far as the fees for those permts, they have to

go back into Public Lands. They can't go for private or
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state. But |'msure we can work with Jeff, or if you
work with the proponent of the King of the Hamrers and
talk to him maybe he has sone options for you as well.

MEMBER M TCHELL: He don't |ike ne because he
killed one cattle. | charged himfor it, and he got a
little irate. But the bottomline is, if you' re talking
about safety, how are you letting people run through ny
ranch, not at 15 mles an hour, at 60 mles an hour, 50
mles an hour, and there's a cow and a calf sitting here
j unps out.

Now, you tal k about safety. | don't even want
to hear safety fromyou people. | want to hear safety
for my animls, because they get hurt. There's plastic
everywhere | have to pick up. Do you think they're
going to stop and tell ne about it? Heck no, they're
not, because they're going to have to pay for that cow.
They have people tow them out.

That's why |I'mupset. | don't care if they do
this. But when you bring all those people -- if |
brought a thousand head of cattle into Johnson Vall ey
for a roundup like they did in the old days, do you
t hi nk people would be mad if they would be wal ki ng
t hrough their yards or you would be mad and | collected
all this noney for people to ride their horse just I|ike

they did in the 1800s? Bet there's a | ot of people that
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want to do that. Everybody woul d be upset about that,
whet her | paid for the permit fromyou or not.

This thing is only going to get bigger, and
it's only going to get worse for ny famly and ny
operation. So what | want people to do nowis start
figuring out what's going to happen. |'m 74 years ol d.
| never had to deal with this before this King of the
Hammers. |'mglad he's maki ng noney, but he's costing
my fam ly noney now, and the OHV people are costing ne
noney now.

Let ne tell you, there's a | ot of good people.
Only five people probably kill it for 90 percent or
95 percent. 1've nmet a | ot of good critique clubs.

They go on whatever you call this thing. They say sl ow
down for the cows in Rattl esnake Canyon. |'ve got to go
t hrough Rattl esnake Canyon. But nobody thinks of this
operation that takes care of the springs in

Ratt| esnake Canyon that has to do all this. That's why
| get upset.

Everything is about all this stuff, but there
ain't nothing about ranching happening, you see? And |
need that to change, | really do, you know, or figure it
out. Shut that road down for King of the Hammers. 1'd
be fine with it. Open it up when he opens his stuff up.

Then we have no problem The safety will be covered
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right there. Everything will be safe. M animals wll
be safe, nmy kids, ny grandkids. W're there on
hor seback.

Do you know how that two years ago | had to
shut that canyon down for six hours to drive ny cows
fromthe top ten mles to the botton? Six hours they
had to put people and shut that canyon off. And | may
have to do it every year. Can you imgine taking 60
head of cattle, driving them down that canyon that
sonetinmes is not three vehicles w de, and have them
through it? Your cattle going up the nountain, your
kids are getting out of the way, the horses. 1|'ve had
nmot orcycl es slide right underneath ny horse.

You know, it's getting serious now. So | need
sonmebody to talk to, and if | got to go when -- you need
to go to the Hammers with me, shut that thing down so
it's going to be safe. They let it down for everybody
else. That's all | got to say. Yes, sir, that's all
got to say.

MR. MLLER | appreciate that, | really do. |
appreci ate your concern. And |I've worked with ranchers
in the past in other places. And yes, you know, |
under stand, you know. They've said the sanme kind of
things with different types of situations and stuff I|ike

that. And it is a concern, it really is.
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So listen, I"'moffering ny time for you to sit
down and tal k about this, and let's work on maybe a way
to kind of cone together and figure out what we can do
in the future, because you're right, this is not going
to go away. That's an area where they have a use, and
even nore so the pronoter is |looking to make it nore of
a permanent situation there where he can purchase | and

in the area.

But let's talk about this, you and I, and we
can bring Dana in at a |ater date, and we'll start
tal king about this one on one with her. How does that
sound?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah, that sounds good.
just have one other thing about -- I"'mreally torn
bet ween two groups. You know, | have not only mning

peopl e have tal ked to ne up here and of f-roaders,
believe me. And |I've got the people at Burns Canyon
that in the old days -- there's no county naintenance on
that road. They got to maintain theirs. And they're
wanting to block it off. They're wanting to do this,
and we got a mmj or problem com ng up.

| don't know if anybody's -- | told them when
they can talk about it, and I told them!| would bring it
up. So everything that conmes out of Rattl esnake has the

got to go down Burns Canyon or it's got go to Big Bear.
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So we got a major issue com ng up because, again, |ike I
say, | don't want them people not to have that right.
And | need sonebody to respect ny rights and ny safety
and ny famly. So sonehow we're going to have to deal
with this; okay?

MR. M LLER  Yeah. Let's talk.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.

MEMBER BAGLEY: Billy, | would like to conme
out, take a look too. If you have that issue, |'m happy
to come out on the ground and ook at it with you. Love
to connect with you and actually see what the issue is.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yeah. Once you go up there

and see what |'mtal king about and see what | have to
deal with, you're going to say, "Man, | don't even know
how you made it this long." It's getting to be a

serious issue.

The thing I"mworried about is, |I can show you
three points that one day sonmebody is going to get
killed because the hills conme up like this (indicating).
The people in Burns Canyon, |'ve had one guy -- one of
my ranch hands got hit head on by a notorcycle going up
Burns Canyon with a horse trailer, got hit head on | ast
year. We were gathering cattle.

So I nean, it's going to get serious. And

t hose people worry because they got to use that road
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back and forth, you know? So | don't know if they're

going to have to put nore patrols onit. | don't know.
| wish | could solve the problem | wish | could.

Yes, I'Il make time with you to take anybody
through it and let themsee it. Thank you very nuch.

MS. STEPHENSON: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Any ot her questions? The
floor is open. Once, tw ce, sold.

MEMBER BAGLEY: | want to make a coment. The
King of the Hammers is actually an international event.
It'"s major. It's just getting larger, and it's a major
econom c benefit to the | ocal econony. But when | hear
concerns like Billy's got a |local inpact, those things
need to be addressed, too. And sone of those things
aren't going to be necessarily on BLM Il and, but |I'm
happy to hear fromit. Dave Cole's operation is just
getting massive. And so it's a major event.

MEMBER M TCHELL: Yep.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Okay. Thank you, Dana. |
appreciate that. Thanks very nuch.

We're a little bit early. Let ne see. |'ve
got a nessage that just canme over, and | think |I know
where we're going. Pardon ne. Yeah, we're only about
15 mnutes early. | think public comrent wll

definitely take longer than that. | would recommend
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that we start with public coment. It wll roll past
the 2:30 period, and then we take our break before the
final stretch

Is there any objection to that? Thank you.
Woul d that be okay, M chelle, that you could begin
calling for hands fromthe public?

MS. VAN DER LIN:. Absol utely.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |I'm not sure what the
members of the public are seeing on their side, but as
we did before, I think | would like to | et you handl e
the calling of the nanes.

MS. VAN DER LIN:  No problem

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, because | don't
see the hands. Thanks.

M5. VAN DER LIN: G ve ne one second here. So
| know t hat we have one menber of the public that's with
us, Lisbet Thorensen. She has nessaged ne about a topic
that she would like to discuss. Lisbet, if you' re
ready, we will slide you in there first. Lisbet, are
you able to turn your mc on? OCkay. W'IIl give her a
mnute. Let's go. She may have stepped away here for a
second.

MS. THORESEN:. There we go. Can you hear ne
now?

MS. VAN DER LIN. We can hear you
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MS. THORESEN: Thank you for this neeting.
Thank you for all of you being here.

Regardi ng the concerns that were rai sed about
the proliferation of the renewable energy projects in
the Desert District, as well as matters related to
public accountability by sonme of the DAC nenbers, | want
to say that -- you nmade these comments this nmorning. |
want to say thank you so much. They resonated really
meani ngfully with ne, and | see that you're chanpioning
t hose concerns.

To Jack Thonpson's concerns regarding the
public accountability for safety and mai ntenance of the
renewabl e energy utilities, the problemof it being so
conpl etely opaque to the public and resources hard to
find online, if things are being built in Public Lands
where there is a taxpayer conmponent associated with
that, it seens there ought to be DO, BLM sonebody that
can provide a portal for nmessaging in realtime during
realtinme events and not just postnortemreview of events
t hat happen.

So perhaps with sonme of the BLM s recent budge
budget wi ndfall, which was reported this norning by
Karen Mouritsen in the early part of this neeting,
per haps sone resources can be dedicated to providing

better information, nore easily accessible information
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in one place.

|"d like to say also | agree heartily with
Randy Bani s's remarks about the incentive prograns for
rooftop solar, which alleviates the need for nore
i ndustrial -scal e renewabl e energy projects in the
desert. And it's really dismying that the State of
California is currently inmplenenting disincentives,
which are pro-industry and anti-consuner, and surely
when private utility conmpanies are using Public Lands to
reap profits in part at taxpayers' expense, the BLM
shoul d not be enabling energy policies that by design
drive up costs to consuners because the business nodel
for the projects are necessarily nonopolistic.

So | al so appreciated Randy's comments about
t he battery conponent to sustainable energy, and I would
like to see that be a nore central topic of discussion
at a future DAC neeting. It's really, really inportant
that he raised that.

The thing that resonated nost strongly with nme
was Randy's request for an updated map of the DFA
footprint for the siting of renewable energy projects.
|'ve already subnmtted a separate witten comrent about
specific areas of interest to rockhounds, and I | ook
forward to feedback that |I can share with the rockhound

community in the near future.
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And then | wanted to thank Dick Holliday for
the two points he made about the proliferation of our RE
projects, which I think are terribly, terribly
i nportant. The public --

MS. VAN DER LIN: Lisbet, | apologize. You
reached your max tinme there. W did have to nute your
mc, but I think we'll have time to circle back to you
for a second three-m nute period, so | apol ogize for
t hat .

Il eene Anderson, you are next to speak. If you
would like to go ahead and turn your mc on.

MS. ANDERSON: Do you hear ne?

MS. VAN DER LIN: We can hear you. Thank you.

MS. ANDERSON: Great. First I want to thank
all of the advisory commttee nenbers for serving. |'ve
been there. | knowthat it's a time comm tnment, and |
just want to recognize, you know, your public service.
Greatly appreciated.

I"'mgoing to try to talk about two things in ny
three mnutes. The first is Conglonmerate Mesa, which is
where the Mojave precious netals exploration is being
proposed. W're so concerned about that ongoi ng
exploration up in Conglonerate Mesa that we felt forced
to file a listing petition, actually two of them both

at the state and federal |evels, requesting Endangered
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Speci es Act protection for the Inyo Rock Daisy. This is
a plant species endemic primarily to Congl omerate Mesa
and adj acent Cerro Gordo. We hope and expect that the
Ri dgecrest Field Ofice's EAw ||l address this inits
upcom ng NEPA review and fully inplenment the DRECP. So
we'll be watching that closely.

And then the second thing | wanted to bring
actually to the attention of the DACis a very rare
species called the Amargosa Vole, which |I'm sure you' ve
heard somet hi ng about because there's nuch useful
research going on to help this state and federally
endangered species that's been under protection for
decades and was still declining.

And our concerns is the destructive public
activities around the Borehole Springs, which is
pur portedly managed by the BLM that essentially
threatens the very existence of this species inits
remai ni ng neadow habitat. So we strongly urge the DAC
to explore the situation on a near future agenda.

We're in an extinction crisis and a climte
crisis, and we nust do everything we can possibly to
control this keystone desert marsh species. BLM nust
take control of the mayhem that occurs there at the
borehol e, and we request that they do so.

And that really is my comment. So thank you
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again so much. And it's been an interesting
conversation today. Once again, thank you for your
service.

MS. VAN DER LIN: Thank you.

Susi e Boyd is next on deck for public comment.
Susie, if you want to go ahead and open your mc.
Susi e, are you there?

ZOOM TECH: Susi e, you should see the
mut e/ unnmut e button on the bottom |l eft of your screen.

M5. BOYD: | think |I've got it.

MS. VAN DER LIN. We can hear you

MS. BOYD: Thank you for waiting. Thank you,
Desert District Advisory Council nmenbers. And | want to
start with saying best of luck to you, Andrew Archul eta,
if he cones back on. W' ve enjoyed having a very
positive working relationship with him

My name is Susie Boyd, representing
Moj ave Desert Land Trust. Qur nutually beneficial
wor ki ng relationship with BLM s Desert District office
has i ncluded the Wonen in Science discovering our Mjave
i nternship program and ongoi ng partnership work to
convey lands to the BLM s desert region.

Conveyances of our acquisitions to BLM has
protected desert habitat and wildlife connectivity

acreage, enhanced bi odiversity, pronoted climate

Page 163



resilience, and provided nuch needed recreati on and
| ocal access opportunities for the regional public.

In an effort to support the 30 by 30 effort at
both state and federal |evels, we encourage BLM s
support for desert conservation. Specifically we hope
to see an increase in enforcenent staff to address
searching illegal OHV use and marijuana grows across
desert lands. Qur field technicians have reported
wi despread OHV activity and expansi on of ill egal
marijuana grows. We are working as advocates to
i ncrease state and federal funding so that BLM can be
adequately staffed to address our illegal trespass
concerns.

We | ook forward to continued engagenment with

BLM desert field offices. And thank you for your tine

t oday.

MS. VAN DER LIN: Thank you.

Next to speak is -- I"mhoping |I'mnot going to
butcher this name too badly -- Maricela Rosales. You

shoul d be getting a note to turn on your mc. There we

go.
MS. ROSALES: Can you hear ne?
MS. VAN DER LIN: We can hear you
MS. ROSALES: Geat. So good afternoon. This
has been a wonderful day just learning so much. It's
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been quite beneficial to ne. M nane is
Maricela Rosales. | amthe California program associate
director with Conservation Lands Foundati on.

| don't believe Andrew is on the Zoom anynore,
but for the record I'd |ike to congratul ate Andrew on
his new role and wish himthe best. | look forward to
connecting with Geg MIler noving forward. This
virtual public neeting, like |I nmentioned, has been
beneficial and informative.

And with that said, I'd like to ask BLMto
really think about what K2 Gold and Mjave Precious
Metals is doing to Conglonmerate Mesa and their proposed
exploration of it. The project has received, as you can
tell, national and | ocal opposition due to the threats
of permanent danage to the region.

And, you know, Congl onerate Mesa conprises
approxi mtely about 23 acres of the Public Lands
designated as California Desert Conservation Lands in an
Area of Critical Environnmental Concern for biodiversity,
cul tural significance, and recreational opportunities.
The project has received just so nuch pressure, but |
believe that the BLM has sole responsibility to help to
protect this area.

Congl onmerate Mesa is teeming with rare desert

pl ants that connect Joshua Tree and wildlife that
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provi des sweeping vistas of the nountain ranges, and
it's right next to Death Valley. Any exploratory
drilling and road construction would significantly
deaden this botanic oasis and danage the scenic beauty
of this |and.

| had the pleasure of visiting it for the first
time. | popped a tire, but nonetheless it was
beautiful, and it was a great experience, and to work
with partners who are protecting these places are vital.

So according to the tribal representatives, the
drill sites in Conglomerate Mesa are | ocat ed anongst
significant and cultural resources, including pinyon
woodl ands, nut gathering, hunting grounds, nule deer
m gration routes, potential burial sites, and nunmerous
i ndi vidual artifacts.

So permtting a large-scale gold mne is
i nappropriate in the Congl onerate Mesa region, and the
val ues of conservation far outweighs the benefits of an
open pit mne. So, you know, if we're |ooking at what
the president has been asking, | think we really need to
take into consideration of protecting 30 percent of our
Public Lands by 2030 in order to mtigate the inpacts
of climate change and save our biodiversity. Because
they are in crisis.

And that is my comrent. Thank you so mnuch
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MS. VAN DER LIN:  Thank you. Qur next
speaker -- and again, | hope | don't butcher this nanme
too badly -- | believe is Mises Cisneros. You should
be receiving a note to unmute your mc.

MR. CI SNEROS: Yes. Hi. Thank you so much for
t he opportunity to provide comments. M nane is
Moi ses Cisneros. |I'mwth the Sierra Club. | live in
San Bernardi no, and together with ny famly we've
enj oyed conm ng up to the Lone Pine and Bi shop and ot her
nearby areas to enjoy the beauty, the beautiful outdoor
activities and iconic | andscapes.

| understand that the K2 Gold and Mjave
Preci ous Metal s have touted the econom c benefits that
their activity will bring to the |ocal comunity, and
l"mtalking in regards to the exploration in
Congl oner at e Mesa.

| just want to reiterate that, what others have
said in other neetings, K2 Gold and Mojave Precious
Metals did not hire any locals for their work on the
scoping of this project. All jobs have conme from
outside of the |ocal area. They're not hiring neighbors
down the street fromthe Congl onerate Mesa for this
work. They're certainly not hiring fromwthin
| nyo County. We do know that K2 Gold has hired two

staff nmenbers fromthe San Bernardi no area.
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Their lead driller and drill assistants both
cone from M dnight Sun Drilling, which is based in
Canada. The helicopter pilot the and mechanic both canme
from outside of Inyo County. They've hired a
Canadi an- based geol ogy firm call ed APEX Geoscience to do
ground sanpling work.

So what we do know is that having an open
cyanide |l each mne will negatively our outdoor
hospitality and tourismindustries that rely on keeping
our |l andscapes free of mmjor eye sores and toxicity. So
pl ease take heed of these nmessages. And please don't
trust what K2 Gold and Moj ave Precious Metals say,
because they're just after their own profit.

Lastly I want to just add that the
Congl onmerate Mesa is going to be absolutely critical in
our fight against climte change. And as we've |earned,
scientists expect Joshua Tree National Park to | ose many
of its Joshua Trees within this century, if not all.
However Congl onerate Mesa is able to reproduce
Joshua Trees at nearly 7,000 feet in elevation, which
really is a true sanctuary for all desert plants and
animal s that need cool er environnents.

Thank you so nuch for your attention, and we
appreciate all that you do. |'mconplete. Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LIN:  Thank you.
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M. Chairman, should we break at this time for
our schedul ed break and conme back and 2:45? We do have
at | east one nore person that would like to make a
comment. My concern is if we have sonme folks fromthe
public who are not joining us for the neeting who were
only zooming in for the 2:45 comment period, so | want
to make sure we acconmpdate them

Ch, Randy, you are on nute.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.

Is there any objections, gang, to taking that
break now and resum ng, should there be any other public

comrents lined up for us? Hearing and seeing no

objections, let's take our 15-m nute break now. 1'd
like to thank our speakers. | have comments at the end
on your coments. |If you have tine to stick around, 1'd

like to potentially engage with you. Thanks.
(Afternoon break.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, it |ooks |ike we've
got nost of the gang back. Modst of the band is back.
Let's see. We left off in the mddle of -- we're at the
end of one of the best public comments sessions |'ve
heard in a long tine.

M chel l e, do we have additional requests to
hear ?

MS. VAN DER LIN: W do. Li shet Thoresen is
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requesting a second three-mnute period. But before we
do that, I'masking if there's anybody el se that would
li ke to address the DAC before we go back for a second
opportunity. So if there is anybody else that would

like to speak, please raise your hand now. And if not,

we Wi Il return the floor to Lisbet to finish her
t hought s.

Al right. Seeing none, |I'mgoing to open that
mc

MS. THORESEN:. Thank you, M chelle. Thank you,
DAC nenbers. |'d like to | oop back to the coments that
Dick Holliday made this norning, which I thought were so
i nportant. One of the issues he raised that was that
during off-hour production a trenendous anount of fossi
energy is required to run these renewabl e energy
facilities out in the desert.

And 1'd |like to add to that water resources
too. We don't hear nuch about where do the water
resources cone fron? | don't think they're trucked in.
Are they tapping aquifers? This has inplications for
the flora and fauna of the desert and the careful,
delicate equilibriumthat exists there to sustain that
living | andscape. And we don't hear nmuch about that,
and it would be nice to get nore reporting on that.

" mrem nded of the di scussion about the
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tortoi ses presented, | think, at the |last DAC neeting or
per haps the preceding one. It was a marvel ous
presentation on the inpacts of drought and these RE
projects on tortoi se popul ations and especially in the
light of the proliferation, the prodigious proliferation
of permts for these renewabl e energy projects out in
the desert that's requiring tortoises to be rel ocated.

It seens to be having the npst spectacul arly disastrous
i npact on this popul ation, and yet it continues.

And so what is the inevitable consequence?
Based on data, which is now quantifiable, has been
gat hered now for years, that these populations wll be
designated to extinction if it continues in the manner
that it has.

And so to Randy's point fromthis norning,
rooftop is an alternative that deserves nore attention
and support, the siting of these utility-scale projects
in places where there are disturbed | ands and not on
virgin land and on parking | ot canopies near popul ation
centers. And | just would like to hear nore.

VWhen we hear about these permts and how many
nmegawatts that these industrial-scale projects are going
to produce out in the desert, what are the actual costs,
not just physical costs, but also what are the costs to

the environnent, this irrepl aceabl e, beautiful
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environnment that is our desert?

VWhet her we're recreational users or we're
conservationists or OHV, we all love this |andscape, and
we want to preserve and protect this as best we can.

And 1'd like to hear a little nore enphasis on that in
future DAC presentations. Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Thank you. That was a
great public comment session. | would like to thank
Li sbet because she's such a friend of the DAC, and she
listens to what we're saying, and | appreciate having
her support of the DAC.

Also it was nice hearing fromlleene. |
remenber it was over 20 years ago that | went to ny
first DAC neeting, and |l eene was a nenber of the
council. And I think that's when |I really first thought
that maybe this is soneplace that m ght be a good fit
for me. Sonething else interesting. Also on that sane
council was Dan Tayl or's associate, Sheri Davis, who's
| egendary in the filmlocation permtting, if you will.
So that was quite a tinme at ny very first DAC neeting.
"Il never forget that.

So today | just thought everybody was very well
prepared, and |I thought the comments were very well
focused. And the one thing | really want to take from

that is, as we continue to have our DAC neetings, having
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the materials in advance allows us a chance to al so be
prepared. And | appreciate everybody taking the tine,
not just our DAC nmenbers -- that is, | appreciate our
DAC nmenbers taking the tinme, not just here at the
nmeeting here today. Yes, this is a commtnent, but also
over the course of between neetings the materials we
receive, | know you're |ooking at it and studying it,
and | appreciate you're all doing everything you can to
be prepared as well, because you can see that those who
cone to listen to us and advise us, they're quite
prepared thenmselves. So this has really been a great
nmeeting and a great set of public comments.

Woul d any ot her DAC nenbers |ike to speak to
today's comments? Any follow up questions?

MEMBER BAGLEY: Randy, | would just make a
coment, that's our primary purpose. This is the public
engagenent vehicle for the Bureau of Land Managenent,
and that's why we exist. And historically these
i n-person neetings had nuch | arger public engagenment and
participation, and | hope to see that in the future.

And | understand people's resistance on doing these Zoom
neetings, and | feel like we've been cheated in the |ast
coupl e of years that |'ve been on the DAC in that
capacity. But hopefully we're going to be able to go

forward with it and get nore engagenent.
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| also appreciate the people who take their
time. |1've done it. |'ve done it nyself. \Wen you're
a public advocate for causes you believe in
passi onately, you take your tinme on a Saturday to go to
a neeting somewhere. It often involves travel. So it's
i nportant that we have this opportunity. | appreciated
everybody who spoke today.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Jayne, | saw your hand up.
Pl ease.

MEMBER POWELL: | wanted to talk about the
consideration for -- it's called mtigation land -- and
when the | arge-scale solar projects are being
consi dered, the various permts that are issued either
by the Federal Governnent or the state governnents
oftentinmes require the applicant -- i.e., the energy
conpany that wants to build these solar fields -- to
obtain mtigation land. And also as part of the
envi ronment al anal yses that are perfornmed on the federal
and the state | evel, questions on the water usage, where
it comes from Al of that is al so considered.

So | would encourage the people that have input
that they would |ike to nake on those topics or other
topics -- everything from you know, air em ssions, you
nane it, there's a huge list of topics that are

addressed in those docunments -- to participate in the
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review of the docunents, submtting the coments, and
hel ping to shape the future of how we address the
renewabl e energy requirenents that the Federal
Government as well as the State of California has
basically put in place.

And I'"mvery sorry that | didn't get to hear
the presentations this nmorning. | think it sounds |ike
they were excellent. And | would really like a copy of
them Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Jayne.

Di ck.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Yeah. Il would |ike to, yeah,
t hank the people that took their tine and waited to have
a chance to speak also. | know our next thing is going
to talk about public itens to consider on our next
neeting, and | think -- after sonme of the people who
have spoke today, | think a good thing would be to have
alittle nore information on the criteria and the
noni toring for renewabl e energy projects.

As that gentl eman spoke today -- M. Cisneros,
| think his nanme was -- you know, that there was a
requi rement to have sone |ocal people hired for a
project, but it didn't happen. So is the BLM I ooking at
how t he requirenments of these projects are conpleted?

And if they're not neeting the requirenents that they
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signed up for, is there anything that has to happen to
t hen? You know, do they get charged nore nobney or
sonet hi ng, because obviously they're maki ng noney.

These people that are putting in these big
pl ants are maeki ng noney. And what really bothers nme is,
here, we're interrupting them And from ny other
hi story and when | worked for the Edi son Conpany, | know
t hat, when we interrupt sonebody, we have to pay them
for the lost energy that they didn't nake while we
interrupted them for whatever reason. So it's kind of a
doubl e- edged sword there for the consunmer. You know, if
they' re paying extra noney for these people to make
busi ness, then they can't make it, and then we have to
pay them anyway.

So I think sone of these things need to be
| ooked at. As these other people have said, | don't
know what the criteria is for inproving one of these
pl ants, especially the photovoltaic ones, because they
do take a trenmendous amount of water to keep the mrrors
cl ean so they can make as nmuch noney as they can. And
that's it for ne.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | woul d think any
di scussion that touches on the edges of what Dick
br ought up should conme with maybe a little refresher on

t he DRECP, because | don't think -- we can't even really
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begin to address the criteria for approving projects and
siting and so forth wi thout talking about where our
hands are already tied with the DRECP.

Cbviously there's a ot that can be done goi ng
forward, but yet some of what good coul d have been done
needed to be nmail ed back when those actions were open
for cooment. And it's interesting how sonetines it
takes so long before we really start to feel and see it
right in front of our eyes, the effects of big things
i ke a DRECP.

VWhen that was being considered out there in
Desert Center, there weren't any, or very little
projects were out in the area. And now if you drive out
there, it's the predom nant viewshed. This is the tinme
in which the chickens have conme hone to roost, and we're
seeing them and this is where | believe the
iterative of the adaptive managenent and nonitoring and
i nnervations of refining that plan is sonething that's
probably of quite interest to us.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | renmenber when | was on the
DAC before and they were starting this DRECP thing, we
used to sit down at dinner and say, you know, these
people that are doing this stuff, it's going to conme
back. In ten, 20 years they're going to say, "What were

we thinking when we did this? Wat were we thinking we
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were doing to the desert and the land?" with sonme of
this stuff that we're tal king about.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Thanks, Dick.

Counci | menbers? Wth that, perhaps we should
make that a segue into the next agenda item which is
itens to consider for our future neetings. |t doesn't
necessarily have to be for this upcom ng neeting. The
next one will be May 13. At the May 13 neeting we'l
have to consi der the subgroup applicants. That wll
take sone tinme and sone discussion. |'mlooking forward
to that very much. Aside fromthat, Dick brought up a
topic with respect to permtting criteria and the
moni t ori ng of projects.

Are there sone other hands on issues that are
tinmely and ripe for discussion and perhaps advice?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Randy, yeah, 1'd like for
themto keep us updated on the Kingstons, the corrals
and the house for the one ranch, what they' ve done about
t he year-round operation we've been working for 15 years
on Round Mountain, and also the Rattl esnake annex that
has an EA already witten and they've had. But | chose
to be second for themto do it to get that other famly
year - round.

And what people don't realize is |I've been

running 25 years on a proposed AMP. Never been
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finalized. Now, can you inmagine that? Barstow
resource, you know, all the area managers, everything
|'ve dealt with. So now you know why |I'm so upset about
what's happening to these ranches. But if that could be
on the agenda just to informus and keep us updat ed,
woul d | ove that. Maybe by the time 1'm90, |I'Il get a
per manent AMP, ha?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Counci | menbers, the floor
is still open.

MEMBER POWELL: So going back to the discussion
about the | and use docunents and the public involvenent,
| think it mght be interesting for all the DAC nenbers
as well as the public that participate in our neetings
to kind of have a high-level refresher on the process
fromthe beginning, fromland use, the entitlenent of
the land, the permtting, the mtigation requirenments.
| s that sonething that you guys would find beneficial?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, | think that, you
know, that's why | tie that into DRECP, because, you
know, what | brought up earlier, people were asking
guestions about whether or not the projects were going
into Devel opment Focus Areas. That's essentially in ny
m nd already, |land that's set aside for that purpose and
that project. It just hasn't been infilled yet. And

all of the recent ACECs in the NCLS, National
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Conservation Land System | ands that were designated were
to offset having put these zones aside for renewable
energy, and these zones were supposed to be targeted in
pl aces that were easiest to get transm ssion. They were
| ands that were the | east sensitive with respect to
this, that, and the other thing. And there was also a
recreation conponent with this land, to help recreation
avoi d inpacts of siting.

But inside the DFAs -- inside the purple, is
the way we call it -- inside the purple solar w nd or
renewables is just going to be king. And that's sort of
what I'malluding to nowis, I"mcurious as to where we
are with respect to those DFAs we've set aside.

The projects that you're hearing about earlier
today in Desert Center are in there DFA, and in ny head
| see it filling up. How nmuch is there left, you know?
What about the other DFAs, Barstow, Riverside? You
know, how nuch room do we have to go for siting projects
before they start needing or requesting to site outside
the DFAs, where they're going to run into, you know,
having to go back to the way of not benefiting froma
programmati c action, because that's what DRECP is, it's
programmti c.

And if you're a project that neets these

criterias and you've got your purchase agreenent and
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this, that, and the other thing and so forth, then you
can make a project in these DFAs. That's where the
stream ine of permtting is offered.

MEMBER POWELL: Right.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |If you want to go outside

the DFAs, you're in for a long hoe, a difficult fight at

this point because, at least in my mnd, | think there's
still roomleft in DFAs. But once you brought up DFAs,
there's always still going to be -- and if we don't do

this rooftop, this really knockout rooftop, when the
percent age standards for the renewabl e conponent of our
energy that we get, when that continues to get higher
and hi gher and hi gher by regulation or the law, it only
puts nore and nore pressure on the desert |ands or other
| ands, any | ands now, sonewhat, and nore pressure on the
rooft ops.

If we have to neet it one way or the other, 1'd
rather neet themon the rooftop than meet themout in
the desert. But it, you know, could cone up. And the
reason -- pardon nme for going on and on. Just nmny | ast
cl oser here is that the previous adm nistration even
reopened the DRECP at that tinme to potentially |ook at,
gee, do we need to nake the DFAs bigger? Because |I'm
hearing fromrenewabl e energy that they feel they're

going to need nore options if they' re going to neet the
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targets that they're told they need to neet. And so |
think how all this stuff dovetails in is key.

MEMBER POWELL: Well, what | was trying to say
is that just because the project is located in the
DRECP, it doesn't necessarily nean it's going to get
approved.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  No.

MEMBER POWELL: Because there's a |ot nore that
has to go into it than just putting together a plan of
operation. It has to go through -- I'malso on the
Col orado River Basin Regional Water Quality Board, and
that board was the | ead agency for one of the big
renewabl e projects in Desert City that was just recently
approved, and there was opposition to that as well in
terms of, you know, mtigation |land requirenents and
where the mtigation | and was | ocated and a nunber of
t hi ngs.

And | just -- maybe I'm m xing ny federal and
state up too nmuch, but | just feel like that there's
t hat opportunity for the community to participate in the
deci si on- maki ng process for the approval on federal and
state | evel for these projects that naybe the comunity
isn't fully aware of and that it mght be worthwhile to
have a refresher on it. But that's one person's

opi ni on.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Yes. Dick is next.

| just want to punctuate, with the projects

situated on private lands, | think those are the
projects that you're still seeing nore mtigation |and
purchases in other places. |In my understanding of the

DRECP, those sited on Public Lands in the DFA by and by
| argely your mtigation is taken care of. It's site
specific. But I'msorry. 1'mdone for this part.
You' ve heard enough from ne.

MEMBER POWELL: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Dick and ot hers, you've got
it fromhere, folks. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | have one other idea that
m ght be interesting. The big thing now that seens to
be comng out is batteries, you know And | would |ike
to see if we're going to be -- if the governnment is
going to be accepting batteries and putting themin and
that's a big deal, then we should be | ooking at what the
recycling is of that battery, what's going on with
recycling, how do we handle the recycling of those
batteries when they're no |onger efficient?

Al so, when you put it in -- say you have a
200- negawatt battery. How | ong does a 200- negawatt
battery last? | nean, does it last an hour? Does it

last two hours? | see these nunmbers. The plant is
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going to serve 35,000 houses, but is that for an hour?
Is that for a day? |Is that for a nonth? You know, what
exactly are we doing? Wat are we putting out there?

We're putting out these batteries. And if you

have a car -- | get a big kick out of this because
peopl e have batteries in notorhones. | have a
not or honme. People say, "OCh, | have this battery. Yeah
it's going to last." Howlong is it going to make ny

refrigerator last? It mght lake it |last an hour, you
know. But people just don't understand how long it's
going to last. And what are we going to do with it?

This battery thing is -- I'mhearing they've
got cars overseas that are in junkyards because it's
cheaper to throw the car away than it is to put a new
battery init. So we've got all this stuff we've got to
get rid of. How are we going to do that?

Anyway, so the BLM they're approving these
pl ans to put batteries out in the desert, and we should
be | ooking at that. Anyway, |'mdone. 1'm done
rattling at you. Like you, |'m done.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Dick.

|"ve got Jack and then Ed, please. Jack and
t hen Ed.

MEMBER THOWMPSON: Yeah. So a question | had

certainly that | knew cane up froma | ot of people who
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wer e stakeholders in the DRECP that, when the plan was
open for review during the Trunp adm nistration, you
know, | definitely wonder, you know, what the durability
of the plan is as we pass through various

adm nistrations. And that's been a question mark on ny
mnd, and I knowit's in the mnds of sone of the public
as wel | .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you. Thanks, Jack.

Yeah. | have Ed, and then did | just see
anot her one? Ed, go ahead. | got you, Ed.

MEMBER STOVI N.  Thank you. Sone of you spoke
about you like rooftop solar. | also prefer rooftop
solar. What | really don't like is these |arge-scale
renewabl e energy projects in the desert. It just breaks
my heart to go out there and see that.

If everybody on this panel agrees with that,
maybe we could wite a letter to the president or, you
know, to the top of the BLM and just make our w shes
known. | think it was a presidential proclamtion or
order that told the BLMto | ook at renewabl e energy and
process acceptable permts to allow this to happen. So
maybe we should send a letter collectively saying we
don't like it. W don't think it's the right thing for
the country and the state, that we should put a higher

enphasi s on rooftop solar and ot her ways of sol ar.
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| don't know. What do you think, Randy?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |'m hearing sort of just a
| ot of retouch back on renewable energy. | don't know
how to say it, how to phrase it, but very nmuch a general
update on where we are versus where we planned to be
with respect to all of that, battery disposal, the
durability.

The Trunp adm nistration said they could pul
back on NCLS, but the BLMsaid it couldn't. So all of
that could be a piece of it. Go ahead.

MEMBER STOVIN. | think it was second
Presi dent Bush that wote the presidential order telling
the BLM so it's been out there for a while. | read
that order sone years back.

| don't know. Is there anybody here that
really loves solar, big solar facilities in the desert?
It's hard to i magi ne anybody does. | can't inmagine
anybody here likes it. That's the kind of thing this
body can do as collective thing, is we could |et our
wi shes be known to the higher-ups at the BLM So maybe
we can take care of it now, or maybe in the next neeting
we can get together and wite a letter, or we can vote
on do we want to nove forward with something like this.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Next off the speakers' |i st

|"ve got Dan. We can keep going on from here. W' ve
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got tine.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Yeah, | would like to see maybe
a nore detailed presentation on what goes into a
programmti c EA or a categorical exclusion so we can
ki nd of see what the BLMis required to do, how they do
it, howlong it takes. There's sone details on that,
what takes to work with any kind of commercial use.
Whet her it be mning, filmng, grazing, whatever it
m ght be, what is all that's entailed in that? | think
t hat woul d be good for sone of us on the board and would
absol utely be good for the public to hear.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Right on. Thank you.

Billy, I see you pointing. | don't hear you.
| still don't hear you, Billy. | still don't hear you,
Billy.

Oh, Jim you've got your hand up. Jim 1've
got you.

MEMBER BAGLEY: That's fine. Dan's suggestions
are a really good idea about the durable | and managenent
processes. And | would just renm nd everybody that the
original concept for large-scale electrical projects in
the desert was a political mandate by environment al
interests, and it didn't take into account all the
uni nt ended consequences.

And so review of what the DRECP process is and
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where we are would be a really good idea. It could be
very lengthy, but as we've seen, since the inception of
a project, technology has just changed dramatically, so
we do need to have these discussions about where we are
and what the possibilities are. So I'mglad to see that
on the agenda.

CHAl RPERSON BANI'S:  Floor is still open. Are
you there now, Billy?

MEMBER M TCHELL: Can you hear ne? | can tel
you how it's set up for the last ranchers here, is about
five or six years ago | went to Washington, DC with
another friend of mne that got that solar plant on his
ranch, and we went with Feinstein and Lew s and tal ked
to them And that's the only bill they passed. And |
think it's -- I want to say it's ABl112. And as far as
any solar going on any ranch that's left in the
Moj ave Desert, the people have to cone to us, make a
deal to nove us to wherever we got to go before they can
even get a permt fromthe BLM on our ranches. And that
bill was passed by Feinstein and Lewis. | think it was
over five years ago.

So that's why |I'm watching this, because
they' re going all around these ranches with federal |and
because there's only five ranches | eft of federal [ and.

El even western states. All the federal |and are
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ranches, but there's only five of us |left because
they' ve been mtigated out. Every ranch except the five
of us have been mtigated out for solar or other

pr oj ects.

That's what saved Jay Moon on Stateline. They
were going to take his ranch because Secretary of
Interior has the right. They call it high and best use.
So if ny cattle only make a couple hundred dollars a
nmont h, or herd, and the solar can go make them 5,000 a
nmont h, they can take it fromthe rancher back then. And
this bill is only for the ranchers of the Myjave. It's
not for any other state.

And | don't know what those people are going to
do, but we're pretty well set if we don't want to go.
They have to mtigate us out, whatever we need, because
they can't have it. Now take, for ny ranch there's two
w | dernesses. Big Horn Wl derness is about the only
6, 000 acres they could use in ny lease. So they're not
going to really go after mne yet, you know, or
Irene Fisher. And the other people, it's all set up for
everybody to build, but the other kids don't want to
sell. They don't want to pull out. They want to keep
it for grazing. So that's basically how it works for
the grazing part of it. That's all. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Very good. W're stil
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open.

Is that you, Bill?

MEMBER M TCHELL: You got ne?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Yes.

MEMBER M TCHELL: What you don't want to do is
go to Washington, DC and pass a bill, because | got
steel shanks in ny boots, and | al nost had to get
dressed every tinme you go frombuilding to building with
all those nmachi nes, because you got to take all your
stuff off, put it in a box. Finally |I ended up carrying
my boots all the way up to Feinstein's office because |
got tired of putting themon and off.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | like it. | like it.

Very good.

If there's no objections, I'lIl conpare ny |ist
that I took fromhere today with Mchelle's and the
BLMs. W'Ill also benefit fromDi ane's. Hi, Diane.
Thanks again for all of your help and all of your work.
And it's wonderful to get your recordings and read them
over. And you do us justice. Thank you.

So I'll make sure that coordinate with these,
and the BLMwill find a way to accommpdate what they can
get into our agenda schedul e.

Wth that said, this is the point where we wap

up and conclude. And obviously |I share everybody's
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concern. |'d love to be wapping up a field trip right
now. |'d |love to be saying, "W went to such-and-such
spring and then had |unch under the trees and so-and-so
then clinbed down to a vol cano, and so-and-so coul dn't

get back out. We had a really wonderful tinme, and the

bus broke down." You know, | nean, |'ve seen it all.
We' ve done it all. "The sandwi ches arrived kind of warm
and gooey." All of it has happened over the days, and

then other tinmes we've just had anmazi ng adventures
together as a DAC, and | | ook forward to when the group
can do that all together again.

Thanks for keeping us aware of that fact, that
we really do a better job in the public. | think it's
stronger in its role when we all get together in person
and we can see each other and the m crophone is |live and
anyt hi ng goes.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy, when we do have a tour
on the 13th, which is a Friday, is it scheduled for a
| ocation yet? | know | wouldn't want to go to EIl Centro
in May, but --

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  You know, | don't know
exactly, but | do know the Bureau has tentative
| ocations and field trips thought out, and we get real
close to having it and doing it, and then sonething

happens and we get back on the online. So maybe this
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next tinme. Maybe this next tinme is the one; right?

MEMBER POWELL: The cal endar says Bar st ow.

MEMBER BAGLEY: The cal endar says Bar st ow.

MS. VAN DER LIN: Yes, that is correct.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Terrific. Well, thank you,
then. Wth that, | won't keep you any |onger at today's
neeting. Wth our thanks to the BLM and the staff, the
public for taking their Saturday off, I'll adjourn at
3:25 p.m Look forward to seeing you again. Goodbye,

everybody.

(The neeting was concluded at 3:25 p.m)

---000---
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MOTI ONS

(No notions were nade, and no votes were taken.)
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