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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2021

9:01 A M

- -0 - -

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Good
nmor ni ng, everyone. |'m Andrew Archuleta. |'mthe
district manager for the California Desert District for
Bureau of Land Managenent, and today is our October
neeting for the Desert Advisory Council.

I"'mreally glad that everybody could join us
today. You know, we're neeting via Zoomtoday. W
tried really hard to hold a neeting in person, but [ ast
week the departnent just made the decision that all of
our resource advisory meetings would be held virtually.
So here we are, but we'll work towards that face-to-face
meeting at sone point.

Agai n, just thanks for being flexible. [I'm
really |l ooking forward to our discussion today. W have
sone great topics to cover. And I want to wel conme the
public joining us today. There will be an opportunity
for the public to speak this afternoon, so if you're
wanting to do that, be sure you sign up.

I want to welconme all the DAC nenbers and BLM

enpl oyees, as well as we do have a BLM Zoom t echni ci an
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on board today. His name is Card. W have him running
things. And we've got our court reporter on as well,

Di ane Mann. So thanks, everybody, for joining us. Just
really |l ooking forward to this.

Wth that, Mchelle Van Der Linden, our public
affairs officer, is going to cover sone Zoom protocols
for everyone.

M chel | e?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Andrew.

Good norning, everyone. So as Andrew
menti oned, the nmenbers of the public will have the
opportunity to address the council during the public
comment period, which is scheduled for 2:45, and
speakers will be able to address the council using audio
only.

At the noment we have a nunber of speakers who
have | et us know that they plan to speak during the

public conmment period, so we're going to limt coments

to three mnutes. |If you use nore than your three
m nutes, unfortunately, you will be cut off. But if we
have time left over, we will cone back to you so you can

finish your comments, and that shouldn't be a problem
based on registration today.
We ask that all attendees show nutual respect

for each other and our DAC nenbers and BLM speakers.
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And we ask that you exhibit your best professional
conduct. Let's see. To the best of our ability,
speakers will be called in the order of when you've
rai sed your hand once the public conment period opens,
and we will work through as nany speakers as possible
before 3:30.

Again, if we have nore people wishing to
speak than tinme allows, a witten comment can be
submtted to nme. 1'll just put the address in the chat
and nmy e-mail. So if you're wishing to provide public
comrent and don't have the ability to stay until the
public comment period, you can either mail that
information to ne and | can share it with the DAC and
Diane so it gets included in the public record. And
again I'll add ny e-mail address and the physical
address to the chat.

| think that's everything |I have. Thank you,
Andr ew.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you,
Mchelle. If | could get all the BLMfolks to turn your
caneras on, and we'll go around and do introductions
quick here. 1'mgoing to start off with Geg Mller.

MR. MLLER Hi. Good norning, everybody.
Geg MIler. 1'mthe Associate District Manager for the

California Desert, Needles Field Ofice.
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MR. AHRENS: Good norning. M ke Ahrens,
Needl es Field O fice nanager.

MS. GLI NES-BOVIO. Good norning. Noelle
G ines-Bovio, the Mpjave Trails National Mnunent
manager .

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great to have
Noel |l e on board. She's our new nonunment manager. |'m
| ooking forward to doing sone great work with the
monunment down t here.

And Brandon? Brandon Anderson is one of our
assistant field managers for project support. He wll
probably becoming in and out. You m ght see his nane
on.

And Any?

MS. FESNOCK: Good nmorning. | am Any Fesnock.
|"mthe resource advisor for the Desert District.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Let's junp over to
El Centro.

MR. CHATTERTON: Good norning. Ryan
Chatterton, field nmanager for EIl Centro Field Ofice.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Pal m Springs?

MR. G LLOON: Good norning. TimGlIloon,

Pal m Springs field manager.
DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Bar st ow?

MS. SYMONS: Good norning. Katrina Synons,
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Barstow fi el d manager

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ridgecrest?

MR. SYMONS: Good norning. Carl Synons, field
manager for the Ridgecrest Field Ofice.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: How about fire and
fuel ?

MR. G BBS: Good norning. Nane is Paul G bbs,
fire manager for the California Desert District. Also
do del egated authority for the Death Valley, Mjave, and
Joshua Tree National Parks.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Paul al so has
responsibility for the Federal |nteragency
Conmuni cations Center, which is our site over in
San Bernardi no, which has just a great staff there, a
great dispatch organi zation. That organization is nmade
up of Forest Service, BLM Parks Service, and Bureau of
I ndian Affairs, and so they are definitely our eyes and
ears for any fire or |aw enforcenent incidents.

That's all of the BLMstaff. Did | mss any
BLM staff? |If you're there, speak up. All right. |
think I covered everybody. Wth that, I'Il turn it over
to Randy to introduce the DAC nenbers.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Great. Thank you, Andrew.
| really appreciate it. First |I want to wel cone

everybody to our virtual nmeeting, our social distancing
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neeting, today. Before | go further with ny report, if
it's okay, I'll save ny report for last, but 1'd |like to
call the roll of the DAC nenbers and introduce them and
have them say a few words about who they are.

First 1'Il call for JimBagley. Good norning,
Jim Are you on the line? Jim Bagley, are you on the
l'ine?

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: | don't believe that he's
joined us yet, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you. Good norni ng,
Dick Holliday. | see you're there. Good norning.
I nt roducti ons?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Dick Holliday. 1'mhere. |
don't know what else to say. Continue on.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Also calling for
Paul Martin. Paul, are you on the |line today?

MEMBER MARTIN: Yes, | am Good norning,
everyone. | want to thank everyone for such an

organi zed presentation, and |ooking forward to this

neet i ng.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Paul. Good to have
you here.

Good norning, Jayne. Jayne Powel | .

MEMBER POWELL: Good norning. |It's good to be
here. It would have been nice to have been in person,
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but maybe we will get there soon. And | particularly
want to thank Mchelle for all of her hard work in
getting all of the information out to us in advance and
the postings rem nding us of all the things we're
supposed to be doing. So thank you, M chelle.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Jayne.

Robert Robi nson, are you on the line? Good
norni ng, Bob. One nore call for Bob Robi nson. W hope
you'll join us shortly.

I"mgoing to call for Ed Stovin. Good norning,
Ed. Introductions. The floor is yours.

MEMBER STOVIN:. Good norning. This is
Ed Stovin. |'mpresident of Of-Road Coalition, and
represent off-road vehicle users on the DAC. Randy, are
you interested in stuff going on that we worked on with
the BLM? 1Is this a good tinme?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yes, of course. Absolutely
it'"s a good tine to do a little report and interface
with the BLM on activities you're working on.

MEMBER STOVIN: So a few nonths back we heard
that there was excessive garbage on OGtay Muntain, and
that's a nountain close to San Di ego right on the
Mexi can border, and it's managed by Pal m Springs BLM
So we planned an area cl eanup, which we held | ast

Sat urday, a week ago, and we had 32 people. W picked
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up a lot of trash, and we got to see the nountain and
talk to Dan from Palm Springs. W filled two pickup
trucks pretty full w th garbage and the backseat of one
of them so we did a pretty good job up there. There's
of f-roaders, shooter trash, and international travelers
| eave stuff behind, so it was just to help out in that
ar ea.

Qur organi zation is putting on a poker run in
El Centro BLM s | and on Novenber 13th, so just a few
weeks away. We're also hosting a cleanup during the
event, so we're |looking forward to that. W have about
133 entries so far, and we're | ooking forward to 500,
600 entries, so it's a pretty big event for us.

We're also |looking to and having a cleanup in
Pai nted Gorge early next year. That's an area that |
personally love in that it's kind of a forgotten area.
It's really enjoyed by both off-road vehicle users and
recreational shooters. And we get a lot of trigger
trash out there. So again we want to let the BLM know
that we care about the area. So we're organizing a
cl eanup out there.

Thank you, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you, Ed. Go ahead.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: | just wanted to

say, Ed, | really appreciate the partnerships from

Page 13



different groups out there. Not only do you recreate on
Public Lands, but you step up to help out, and that
neans a lot. That really does. Really appreciate that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You know, these cleanups in
t he past have just been sort of sonething people do on
an annual basis to just get together and cel ebrate and
have a good tinme together, but boy, after the |ast
coupl e of years and how nuch | ove we've seen the public
paying to our Public Lands, they' re very much in need of
the attention of groups like Ed's, to help clean things
up. Thanks, Ed.

' mgoing to nove on and introduce Dan Tayl or.
Good norning, Dan. Hi.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Good norning. |I'mwth the
filmindustry. I'mthe film comm ssioner for Riverside
County Film Comm ssion and a nunber of other cities.

And | al so have a business, Inland Enpire Film Services,
where | assist filmproduction to filmon federal |ands

wherever it's possible. And ny goal is to work with the
BLM and to help increase that so that the econom c

| npact within the neighboring communities increases

t hrough fil m ng.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thanks, Dan. Nice to see
you agai n.

And | ast on the list | have Paul Whitehead.
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Paul , are you joining us today? One nore call, please,
for Paul Whitehead. We'IIl hold the |line open, and if
Paul can join us later, we'll be sure to catch our

I ntroductions.

Thank you, everybody. | live in Leona Valley
on the edge of the California Desert District. |'mthe
chai rman, the president of Friends of Jawbone and
Friends of EIl Mrage. And these |ast couple of nonths
have been busy working with the Desert District staff.
The first issue really at hand was coordinating with
M chelle and with Andrew about what to do on this
neeti ng.

And at the tinme that we last net, in addition
to this group as well as other groups that | had the
pl easure of nmeeting with during August, we were all very
optim stic that our public nmeetings would be com ng back
on our cal endar, our in-person neetings. And boy, were
we surprised. And this |late sumer has been trouble for
everybody who's as anxious to get together in person as
we have been.

So |'m al ways di sappoi nted when we don't neet
I n person, but you know, |I'mcommtted to continue to
work with the BLMin getting the DAC back up and at ful
stride. Part of that is having nmeetings in public, so

we'll continue to work forward with that. Thanks.
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Also |I've worked, too, with Andrew and M chelle
about the inportance of filling the enpty DAC seats that
we have. | don't want to junp on their announcenents,
but the DAC menbers, at |east, | believe, have seen that
the BLM has a call for nom nations out, and we'll get
nore on that, | hope.

| also worked with Andrew and M chell e and
M ke Ahrens on the subgroups, nostly with Mke. Always
enjoy trading e-mails with Mchelle and Andrew, but it's
fun al so bending Mke's ear for -- what was it? --
about 90 mnutes. | want to thank M ke for the work
that he did on these subgroup docunents, and | ooking
forward to having the council discuss that and talk
about our standing up the subgroups again.

Just lastly, a couple of public neetings |'ve
attended: The virtual Central California RAC, the BLM
RAC, our sister RACthat's in Central California. It
was conducted very simlar to ours. | was very
| npressed by the nunmber of nmenbers of the public that
attended that nmeeting. That was the thing that stood
out with me the nost. So it's always nice attending
ot her Resource Advisory Council neetings to get ideas
for things that we can do.

Lastly the Ridgecrest Public Lands Round Tabl e

neets on a nonthly basis, and we recently heard
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presentati ons about the problens, the grow ng problens
of illegal cannabis grows on the desert |ands. And
we're finding by and |arge they' re occupying private
properties, but these private properties are often

adj acent to Public Lands, and sonetines these private
properties contain roads and trails that are part of the
recreational and travel fabric that we have in the
desert. And there's great suspicion over their
activities.

And also, with the |Iack of county resources and
| aw enforcenment resources, it's hard to get priorities.
It's hard to get the illegal cannabis grow in your
nei ghborhood to be a priority because there's so many
and sone of themare so very large. The inpacts on
groundwater is significant, also the inpacts on
nei ghboring activities.

| know this isn't a new issue for you at all,
but it's interesting that inside the EIl Mrage
Of f - Hi ghway Vehicle Recreation Area that's been
desi gnat ed by Congress, we have a marijuana grow on a
private parcel, and it's not on Public Lands. [It's not
t he i medi ate probl em of Public Lands. O course, if
they attenpt to transport their product across the
Public Land, that's a different story. But at this

point it's private property, and it's right smack in the

Page 17



m ddl e of a designated fenced in off-highway vehicle
area. Talk about chall enges in nmanagenent.

Wth that, |I'mjust going to conclude ny
report, thank everybody for your ear. And with that, if
there's no objections, Mchelle, Andrew, | was going to
nove on to the next item of business.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yep, it's all
yours.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Very well. |I'm hoping that
Noell e Gines-Bovio is avail able and ready to go.

(Reporter clarification.)

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |I'm hoping Noelle dines
Bovio -- that's our next speaker -- GIl-i-n-e-s
B-0-v-i-0 -- this is Noelle's first presentation with
t he Desert Advisory Council. She's the Mjave Nati onal

Trails Monunent manager, and she's going to discuss
pl anning efforts for the nmonunent that was designated a
few years back

Wth that, good norning, Noelle, and welcone to
the Desert Advisory Council. [It's great to have you
here in Brady Bunch style. There you are. Hello.

M5. GLINES-BOVIO.  Good norning. Thank you for
having me. | appreciate this time. So first what |I'm
going to do is I'mgoing to introduce nyself. M nane

is Noelle A ines-Bovio. |"ve been with the Bureau of
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Land Managenent for about 12 years. Under the
recreation program |'ve worked in multiple field
offices in nultiple states, and so |'ve had sone
experience on the ground. And ny recent experience
cones fromthe state of Wom ng, where | was the
Nati onal Conservation Lands state lead. | also have
about four years' experience working with the U. S
Forest Service here in California up at the regional
of fice managi ng the Special Uses program Next slide.

So what | would like to tal k about today are of
course a few updates of what we're planning to
acconplish. What we're currently | ooking at right now
when it conmes to the planning process or the future of
the planning process -- and, you know, it's relevant
that we all know that there's a clear interest in the
managenment and in the planning of the nonunment plans.

So also we are very aware that there's an
interest in what resources, objects, and values will be
carried through that plan. So today |I would like to
give you an update of where we are within the process
and what we are planning to do next.

We al so are aware that access and sone resource
concerns have been relevant since the passing of the
procl amati on, and that would be Proclamation 9395. And

we're also aware that there's inquiries that are
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prom nent to the rel evance of how we review the
I nformati on and how that information is going to help
shape the pl anni ng docunent. Next slide.

So currently the BLM has been working towards a
needed internal data review. The reviewwll help
determ ne the I evels of replanning products needed to
assi st the Bureau of Land Managenent in fornmul ating our
pl anni ng process goals. This is an internal task that
allows the BLMto better understand our managenent
situation and our baseline data.

We have to kind of do this because we need to
have a better understanding of the existing information
that we need to gather to help us with this planning
process. So at this point this reviewis nostly a data
gap inventory of our geospatial data and a hard | ook to
make sure that the data neets BLM data standard
requi renments.

This process will anmend the past planning
efforts, but that's only those efforts that pertain to
t he boundaries of Mjave Trails National Monument. So
anyt hing outside that is sonmething that we're not going
to take a look at. W do plan to review those past
decisions for the relevance in the relationship of how
to manage the goals identified in Proclamation 9395. W

are still in the prelimnary stages, and there is stil
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a lot of unknowns at this tine.

However, this plan is lucky, and I'mgoing to
say that because |'ve actually been involved with a few
pl anni ng processes in the past, and so we have very good
| andscape-1 evel data that can help us get started in the
right direction. And that's due to the recent planning
processes, nanely the DRECP, and a good exanple of that
is the visual inventory data. Next slide.

So what we currently know is that we need
consi stent data managenment support for the data gap
exercise. There was a request to help support us
through a G S contract. That will allow for a
technician to focus on this planning support effort. A
Gl S contract, or G S contractor, will give the
opportunity to better understand where if any data gaps
m ght exist. This contractor will also allow the BLM
staff to be freed up to work on their general projects,
al ong with supporting a fairly | arge workl oad of
dat a- gat hering from our agency and possibly flag those
data needs that will allow the BLMto nove forward with
a clean planning process. This support is slated to
start in md October, so fairly soon. Next slide.

Currently we are working with BLM headquarters
to initiate assistance of a public outreach and

engagenent process. This has happened in the past.
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Back in 2017 my predecessor, Kyle Sullivan, did put

t oget her what was called envi sioning sessions, where he
i nvited people fromthe public to conme in and ki nd of
tal k about the proclamation and what they thought those
obj ects and val ues should look like. So currently the
BLM feels that, since it's sonetine past, it will be
beneficial to revisit some of the topics.

And | apologize. M elderly dog is having a
bar ki ng attack in the other room

So currently the BLMis working on a |ist of
topics related to the proclamation, and of course we're
wor ki ng on an approach to how we want to kind of, you
know, introduce the information to the public along with
getting that information and any new i nformati on that
may have come up since the last tinme those sessions have
happened.

We al so hope to update sonme of our outreach
contacts through this exercise because we are aware that
maybe some groups didn't get a chance to participate
within those neetings, and if we want to use groups as
soon as possible. That's the reason why |I'mbringing it
up to this body today. |[|'m hoping maybe you can give
sone information to ne, send ne an e-nmail of what you
t hi nk or who you think we should be adding to that |ist.

So these outreach events will hopefully be rolled out.
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It will probably be on a virtual platform but we're
hoping to roll that out this w nter.

So currently what we know now is not the same
as what we knew back in 2017. W have a better
under st andi ng of what those resources, objects, and
val ues are. We know that there is a higher interest in
certain resources over other objects, and in sonme cases
we're also aware that there could be new val ues of
I nterest that have devel oped over tinme. Next slide,
pl ease.

So, as identified in the past slides, we are
still working towards review ng our data, which is of
course that baseline data analysis, which is al so what
we woul d use as parts and pieces of the planning
process. W are also in need to review the | aws,
regul ati ons, past planni ng decisions, and of course the
proclamation. So we're still in the process of
fornmul ati ng our approach when it conmes to that.

There is a large anmount of information that
will need to be covered. And as a rem nder, the
nonunent is 1.6 mllion acres. So that's a | arge anount
of informtion.

Addi tionally we need to gather the past
pl anni ng decisions and all policies that pertain to the

basi ¢ resources that need to be evaluated. Exanples
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coul d consist of allowable uses conpared to goals and
obj ectives for conservation. Next slide.

As you can see, the BLM does have a general
strategy for noving forward. The Myjave Trails Plan is
one of our top goals, and we do want to make sure that
the BLM manages the area in a way that allows for these
traditional recreation uses but also maintains the
ability to conserve those resources, objects, and val ues
i dentified by the monument's proclamation. Next slide.

As identified in past slides, we are taking the
time to revisit our laws and policies. One of those
policies is the recreational use of rockhounding. What
we know is that the proclanmation identifies
pal eontol ogy. W are still reviewing BLM s baseline
data needs for the nonunment's pal eontol ogy
classifications.

However for now | think it's reasonable to say
that we do have general user guidance that is currently
in place. What that neans is there has been no change
since the induction of the Monunment Plan, or | should
say -- I'msorry -- the Mnunent Procl amation.

I want to nake sure that everyone knows that
t he BLM does have | evels of regulation and gui dance in
relationship to resources |ike pal eontol ogy and, to be

specific, the way we rockhound on Public Lands. And I
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do want to nmake sure that |I'mvery specific that it's on
Public Lands. W don't cover private | ands.

So there are the types of regulations that the
BLM wi |l have to consider when starting the planning
process. And as a reni nder, pal eontology and m neral
genol ogy can go hand in hand when it conmes to sone of
t hese deci sions and goals that we're going to have to
make for the future managenent of this area. Next
slide, please.

So as | close, | want to share with you sonme of
the information that is found in Proclamation 9395.

What we tend to identify what called Resources, bjects,
and Val ues, and those are the ROvs that we kind of

short handedl y speak about when we're tal king about the
procl amati on and what we're trying to nove forward with.
This proclamation identifies those ROVs through the
conservation of pal eontol ogy, cultural resources, and
many ot her types of natural resources.

This proclamation also identifies recreation
and many ot her allowable uses as a part of that |ist of
values. So we have to bal ance that, and that's what
we're tasked with finding, is that bal ance.

And so at this point I would |ike to | eave you
today with a short video about some of those traditiona

uses found in the Mdjave Trails National Mnunent.
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Card, can you play the video.
(Video played.)
MS. GLI NES-BOVIO. That concl udes ny

presentation, and | would |ike to thank everybody for

allowing me this tine. |If you have questions, |'m here
to try to answer those for you. 1Isn't that a great
vi deo?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Yes. Thank you, Noelle.
Thanks very nmuch. | think | recognize that rockhoundi ng
pl ace as somewhere the DAC actually had a field trip
once.

MS. GLI NES-BOVI O.  Possi bly.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Do you recall the name of
t hat | ocation?

MS. GLINES-BOVIO  Unfortunately, |I'mgoing to
have to say |'m enbarrassed. | don't know the exact
| ocation. | canme on about a year ago during the
pandem c, and nyself and my other half have spent a | ot
of weekends driving around the nmonument kind of just
willy-nilly, | should say, with maps. But | don't know
t hat | ocati on.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  You shoul dn't be
enbarrassed. |'ve been there, |I know the |ocation, and
| still can't remenber the name. So there.

| have a couple of comments. Before | take the
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floor, are there any questions from advi sory counci
menbers or coments? The floor is open. Dick, are you

| ooking to make a comrent ?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Yeah. | just wondered when
sone of these -- | know that they've had public conment
periods -- public sessions before on howto use this
area. | wonder if in this new planning process when

they anticipate allow ng for public conmment or having
meet i ngs about what they're doing.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO  So what we're | ooking for
right nowis, I'mgoing to nove forward with sone
support on hol di ng anot her three envision sessions |ike
Kyle Sullivan did. That will hopefully gain us sonme
better insight on what's changed when it cones to
i nterest and what hasn't changed.

However, when it comes to public scoping
process, that doesn't generally start until the NO is
filed with the Federal Register, and then that starts
the actual planning process with Mdjave Trails. And we
are currently building a schedule, but that schedule is
still a bit up in the air. | apologize | can't cone up
wth a better answer, but we are working on it. W are
wor ki ng towards that.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: We'd appreciate it if, as you

dial in better on a scoping schedule, that you get back
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with the DAC and nake us updated so we can get with sone
nore constituents.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO Definitely, definitely.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: | was going to add to that
by saying I'msure we'll put out a press release. The
DAC receives press rel eases. Keep an eye on your
i n-box, and we'll share that information from Noelle
once it's available. Thank you, M. Holliday.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.

MEMBER STOVIN: This is Ed Stovin. |I'm
Interested in what you're doing with the Mjave Trails
Nati onal Monunent, and 1'd like to be involved in the
process of creating the plan. | think you're working on
t he managenent plan, so I'd like to be involved. |'m
interested in certain aspects of this managenent, and
even if there's anything before scoping, that would be
great to be part of that.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO. Well, Ed, that's one of the
mai n reasons why |I'm here to speak on any of those Zoom
nmeetings that we plan on having this winter. | want to
see everybody fromall of the different users
communities to be represented on nost of the Zoom
meeti ngs.

| really feel like, you know, being sonmeone who
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has been in the field managi ng outdoor recreation,
whet her it be kind of the hiking community all the way
to the off-highway vehicle conmunity, | like to see
everybody's uses kind of |ooked at fairly. So that's

one of those things where |I"'mglad that you are here

t oday, because | wrote your nane down, and | identified
who you're with. And ny expectation is that |I'll get
your information from M chelle and you will be a part of

t hat process.

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you, Noelle.

MS. GLINES-BOVI O You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |I'mjust going to rem nd
DAC nenbers that the discussion could continue in terns
of the DAC s specific involvenment and invol venent of DAC
menbers in our discussions of the subgroups. So | think
we' Il have another bite at this apple today.

| understand Desert Advisory Council nenber
Ri chard Bagl ey has been able to join in. Jim are you
on the |ine?

MEMBER BAGLEY: Yeah, |'m back. |'msorry. |
actually called in fromthe Johnston Valley. | was in
the car. But I'malso interested on serving on that
community. |If we're going to have discussion on
subgroup, 1'll try and participate. M participation is

going to be spotty today because |I'mout in the desert.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Very well. Thank you.
Yes?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: | just want to add
context to Noelle's presentation there. You know, we
fully anticipate the planning effort to begin this year.
We're trying to preenpt and really get ready for it. So
what Noelle and the field office has been working on is
what has been done in the past. Let's pull that
together. Let's see which way we need to go. This
adm nistration is really, really interested and focused
on us undertaking this planning effort, but they haven't
hit the go button yet.

So there will be plenty to come. It's in the
very begi nning of the process. There will be a | ot of
opportunity for the DAC to be involved and you as
i ndi viduals to be involved and the public as a whole.

So we just wanted to give you a heads-up this is com ng
this year. And | ooking forward to working with

everybody on it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is still open.
DAC nenmbers? [1'Il take the floor for a nonment, if there
are no objections. |I'mgoing to take the floor with a

little history.
Oh, boy. You know, the thing that's difficult

or going to be difficult for nme to reconcile is having

Page 30



been involved in the genesis of what that nonunment was
supposed to be or going to be and then having to
reconcile that with the president's proclamation.

For sonme of the advisory council's background,
the Mojave Trails National Mnunment and the Sand to Snow
Nati onal Monuments were originally proposed in a pair of
conpani on bills that, begi nning about 2006, conpani on
bills by Senator Feinstein and then Congressnman Cook,
who represented the |arger Desert District. At the tine
we sort of colloquially referred to it as Desert
Protection Act Two. And the stated goal of this was to
create a -- not create but maintain a status quo with
respect to what the desert |ooked like at the tine prior
to the build-out of renewable energy in the desert.

And it was a big bill. The bill had proposals
to convert Wl derness Study Areas to Wl derness, and it
had proposals to designate off-highway vehicle areas
that were just designated by nanagenent to actually be
desi gnated by Congress for permanency. And in the
m ddl e of those two pieces, those two pillars, was the
nati onal nonunent .

And the neat thing about the nonunment is so
many of these issues that the BLMis going to have to
deci de were already once decided in ternms of the

construction of the bill, things |ike vehicle use,
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greensti cker vehicles, street-legal vehicles. It even
went so far as to set forward an initial set of routes.
The bill had settled the issue of gem and m neral
collecting, and it settled the issue of hunting, and it
settled the issue of commercial activities, even
utilities. And the tribes and the county and the | ocal
governnents, all pieces had their concerns addressed
within the bill, and that's why the bill enjoyed such
broad support.

But it was such a big bill, and lands bills
were goi ng nowhere. In the 20-teens, 2010 through 2016,
| ands bills went nowhere. And at sone point the wheels
turned in a way in which Senator Feinstein asked the
president to break out that nonunent, or those
nonunents, and to designate them under presidential
procl amati on.

Just to fast forward for a nonent, what was
| eft when the president took the nmonuments out of that
big, big bill were the two pillars, the Wl derness and
the OHV pillars. Surprisingly those were rather well
bal anced, and the bill continued through to 2019, until
It was absorbed, until it was absorbed into the omi bus
Di ngel | Act that was passed by Congress and signed by
President Trunp in public 2019.

So the bottomline is that all of those pieces
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to the puzzle that were envisioned in 2006 in this big
desert bill, all of those pieces eventually were put
into place. How they were put into place was a little
different story, and it's just difficult in that, as
soneone involved in it to see, to have worked so cl osely
with all of the communities, to sing "Kunbaya" around

t hese decisions, and then to now have them essentially
all put back onto the table for an entirely different
process.

And that's what's going to be first and
forenmost on ny mnd, is, although the proclamation does
not in any way require the BLMto follow the |egislative
intent of bills that didn't pass, | still feel it's
I mportant to honor agreenents that were made anong those

who |ive and work and recreate in the desert and to try

to put forward a plan that will work for the
proclamati on and will work for the people.
So thank you for that. [I'msorry if | took too

much of everyone's tinme. The floor is back open, if
anyone el se has any comments.

MEMBER POWELL: So Randy, | appreciate the
hi story | esson, because | wasn't aware about that. One
of the questions that | have for Noelle is, she listed
the Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Plan as one of

the elenents, | believe, on her slide that was going to
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be revisited and studied. | would |like to understand a
little bit nore about what you have in m nd for that
anal ysis for the DRECP.

M5. GLINES-BOVIO. So a lot of information was
col l ected through the BLM Whatever we do on a |l and use
pl an or a | and use anmendnment, we normally have to go
t hrough and update things. W have to also have to take
i nto consi deration what decisions have been decided in
t he past.

So there are a | ot of goals and a |ot of
deci sions that crisscross over the | andscape that nakes
up Mojave Trails. For exanple, visual resource
managenent. Like | stated earlier, visual resource
managenent, there was decisions made in the DRECP for
t hose visual goals on how to nmaintain and nanage certain
portions of that |andscape. And we can revisit that and
make sure or see if those goals are still inline with
the proclamation. That's kind of what |'m speaking to.

Also the data that was gathered in association
to help create those goals and decisions in the DRECP is
monunental |y i nportant because it's data that we don't
have to go out and get. It's fairly new data, and a | ot
of the | andscape in the nonunent is of course fairly
Intact, and so that data is great data, and we can stil

utilize it.
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Anot her exanple is what's called Recreation
Managenent Areas, or Special Recreation Managenent
Areas. There are a few of those found within the
monunment right now. That is covered through the
direction of the DRECP, and we need to kind of take a
| ook at those goals that were identified and find out if
t hose goals still work and if those goals crosswal k
t hrough the ROVs found in the procl amation.

So that's the type of information that |I'm
| ooking at, and that's the type of information that the
BLMis tasked to | ook at whenever we go into a planning
process, whether it be a national nmonunent where a
procl amati on hel ps kind of define what direction we
shoul d be going towards, or just the general resource
managenment plan process.

Does that hel p?

MEMBER POWELL: Yes. So what happens with,
say, when -- and this sounds like it's becom ng a gi ant
spider web with nultiple layers. They just continue to
build. So what happens in the if the DRECP and the
goal s of other proclamations or things conflict?

M5. GLINES-BOVIO. So at this point --

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Sorry, Noelle.

Jayne, just to be clear, the only part of DRECP

that we woul d consider anending are things that are
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specific to the nonunent, and it's really just to be
sure that those things are coordinated with each ot her
because they were done at different times and we hadn't
undert aken the planning for the national nonunent. And
maybe you understand that, but | just wanted to be clear
we're not tal king about the DRECP as a whole. It's only
those itens that are specific to the nonunent.

MEMBER POWELL: Correct, correct.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: There are a couple of other
things that conplicate things a bit too. One, you know,
the monunent, before it was naned Mjave Trails Nationa
Monunment, the original nanme and the concept was Mot her
Road National Mnunent because Route 66 runs right
t hrough the m ddl e of the nmonunent and was really an
i mportant factor in our ability to gain support of the
| ocal governnents.

We were very fortunate in our coalition to have
the Route 66 Association right up in front and forward
through this bill. And Route 66 has since received a
good deal of attention, planning and other attention.

So | think that Route 66 is something that will be
unusual to have to fold into the nonunment pl anning.

Anot her unusual thing is that a piece of the
nonunent, the Cady Mountains, is arguably the nost

visited of the backcountry areas in the monunment. And
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the Cady Mountains are the westernnost slice of the
nonunent near Barstow, and it falls within the

West Mpj ave planning area. And so the 2019 route

desi gnations that were conpleted by the BLM for the

West Mbj ave, VWEMO, cover the Cady Mountains. And we
haven't heard yet the report fromthe BLM but if you
follow the news on the West Mbjave, the chronic planning
probl em of the BLM remains chronic. [It's back in the
courts again.

And so there will be some reconciling that w |
have to be done with respect to route planning and
recreational activity planning in the very, very popul ar
Cady Mountains. So it's a big nmonunment with a | ot of
seem ngly overl apping projects either that have been
conpleted or are in progress or are on the table. And
trying to reconcile all of that and putting it into one
plan is -- gee, it's going to be fun.

MS. GLINES-BOVIO. So | definitely understand
that, but | need everyone to al so understand that this
is going to be a nonunent that creates goals and
obj ectives that are at the | andscape level. So when it
cones to travel managenent, that's a very inportant
conversation, and we are still working on that. And
Katrina and | speak about it on a constant basis.

We feel |ike those decisions nmight end up not
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being rolled into a route-by-route decision process,
because the one thing we don't want to get involved with
i's making solid decisions in a nmanagenent plan that
could actually kind of curtail the on-the-ground
managenment deci sions for Travel Managenment Areas. And
so, you know, we want to nmake sure we're fluid enough in
a managenent plan that could last up to 20 years,

wher eas sonme of those on-the-ground decisions could be
much nmore fluid in nature.

But great, you know. [It's on everyone's m nd
you know. It's good to bring that up, you know, bring
that forward. And | know a | ot of people in the public
may want us to nove forward with these really kind of
site-specific decisions, but the area has been managed
for a very long time, and, you know, what we need to do
Is just need to evaluate those goals and objectives when
It conmes to the proclamation and figure out how we're
goi ng to manage for, you know, that at the top |evel and
give us the space to be nore specific, you know, through
t hat managenent pl an.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | do want to say thank you,
Randy, for the history lesson. W can't really know
where we need to go without know ng where we canme from

so | think it's very inportant, what you brought up to
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this conversation. And I'll reserve nmy other question
when we get into the subgroups.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: DAC nenbers? DAC nenbers,

the floor is still open. Well, thank you, Noelle.

Thank you very much. [It's nice to have you here and

i ntroduce yourself to the advisory council. And | get a
feeling that we'll be seeing nore of you in the upcom ng

nmeeti ngs as our process unfolds.

Andrew, M chelle, any objections fromthe DAC
menbers al so for noving forward on the agenda? The next
itemon the agenda is to tal k about our subgroups.
Hearing and seeing no objections, thanks again, Noelle.
"' mgoing to open up the topic on groups hoping
M ke Ahrens -- |'ve stalled for himenough to get his
m c and canmera going, and I'll turn the floor over to
our BLM counterpart to hel p update us.

First of all, Mke, it's great to reconnect
with you on these this issue in particular, because
between the two of us we seemto renenber a | ot of
history, and | think we're able to put a |lot of that
down on these pages.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, absolutely. And for the
record, M ke Ahrens, Needles Field Ofice manager.

And, yeah, Randy, | think Andrew asked ne to do

this because he knows |'ve been here in the desert for
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quite sone tinme and have been in the DAC group for that
entire period and super interested in the subgroups.
And | think they've been wildly successful over the
years and really benefited the DAC and the public.

| also want to take just a nonment before we
nove on to this to thank Noelle for being on there.
She's super bright, a joy to work with, and | think
going to do a super job, already doing a super job as a
nmonunment manager and doi ng the prepl anning there.

As she said, you know, we really want to have a
very broad representation of interests involved in the
pl an, so | absolutely encourage all of you and your
constituents to reach out to Noelle and | et her know
kind of what you kind of think and how you kind of see
your involvenent in the future planning.

Okay. So with that, Card is going to work the
presentation for me. Thank you. So as | said, Andrew
asked ne to kind of put this together and kind of walk
you guys through how we m ght reinitiate the subgroups
and ki nd of what the subgroups are about, and so that's
what we're going to do. Next slide, please.

So as | said, the DAC has had a really |l ong and
successful history with the DAC subgroups. We'Ill |ook a
little bit at some of the subgroups we've had in the

past in a nmonment. But you know, the purpose of the
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subgroups really is to explore specific topics that DAC
menbers m ght have questions about, m ght be considering
maki ng recomrendati ons to the BLM over, and it's also --
the subgroup itself is a nechanismto be able to involve
st akehol ders that are not DAC nmenbers and ki nd of better
dayl i ght the deliberations on those specific topics. So
t he DAC byl aws actually allow for three different kinds
of working groups. So | just wanted to kind of go over
t hat .

The first is a subconmttee, which is a subset
of the DAC. The DAC m ght do that, where there's a
topic that you have specific interest in, you m ght want
to give a recomrendati on about. But it's sonething that
t he DAC nenbers thenselves really have a | ot of
expertise in and feel that they can, you know, debate
and devel op those recomendations really on their own.

So a subgroup, it's all DAC nenbers only. And
they can be set up pretty easily and quickly. You could
set one up in this neeting if you wanted to to count the
chairs in the room So that's those. What we're really
going to be tal king about today are subgroups. They
must include at | east one DAC nenber. They can have
nore, and then has the ability to include other
st akehol ders and subject matter experts, depending on

what the topic is that you're trying to explore, and
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ultimately resolve or give sone kind of guidance to BLM
about .

And then the third type of working group that
can be formed -- this one would actually be fornmed by
the BLM at the request of the DAC -- is a technical
review team Technical review team would consist of al
federal enployees. It would be subject matter experts
on what ever that subject m ght be, and they coul d
del i berate the question that the DAC had identified and
help the DAC to understand froma technical sense that
topic, whatever that m ght be.

And then | think it's also good to kind of say
that, you know, these groups can be -- you know, they
could work together. The DAC coul d have a subcomm ttee
t hat works and takes advice froma technical review
team you know, perhaps. So you have a |ot of
flexibility here on how you m ght use those three types
of groups to conduct your business. Next slide, please.

So as | said, we have had a few different
groups in the past. They generally will fall into one
of two kind of broad categories, either a standing
subcomm ttee or -- I'"'msorry -- subgroup, such as the
| SDRA, and the Dunont Dunes that we had in the past.
Those were targeted at the managenent of those two dune

conpl exes and the fee prograns within those two
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conpl exes, so it was ongoing di scussion about the
overall managenent of the areas and what have you. And
so these really becane what we call standi ng subgroups.
The menbers technically have sonme kind of a term and so
t hey evol ve and what have you with those ternms.

And then there's been several different -- and
this is by no nmeans an absolutely inclusive list or
conplete list -- but of |ike ad hoc subgroups. And so
we've had themin the past to explore route signing and
what's the appropriate anmount of signing. There was one
for the West Mpjave Travel Managenment Plan at one tine

that did a lot of inventory work and tal ked about that.

" m not sure the DRECP one. | think it did start. But,
yeah, | honestly don't quite recall the outconme with
t hat .

And then there's been a | ot of discussion about
SRPs, both when is an SRP required? You know, when is
it casual use? When does it actually require a permt?
The permit adm nistration, the DAC subgroup devel oped a
really great planner devel opment we all use today as we
permt off-highway vehicle events.

And then the DAC subgroup expl ored the

third-party nonitoring, as well, and |I think sone of
t hose di scussions may even be still ongoing. So next
slide.
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So to help the DAC, presum ng that you want to
reinitiate sonme of the subgroups, we went ahead and we
put together a tenplate that a DAC nenber or nenbers
could use to propose a new subgroup, and so I'd like to
go through that. W sent those to you, | think, |ast
night, and I think we're prepared to put the tenplate.

Di splay that here, Card. Card will get that
up, and then I'd like us to kind of go through how t hat
tenpl ate wor ks and what you mght do if you wanted to
propose a new subgroup.

There we are. So pretty straightforward. The
tenplate starts with a subgroup title. CObviously that
woul d be an abbreviated title that would describe the
topic that the subgroup would be working on. W have a
section for the mssion. This would be where you kind
of describe the topic and the problemthat you're trying
to resolve, you know, or think you want to get sone
advi ce on or recomendati ons.

And then the goals section, which would help to
kind of let the group know, the DAC know, consider what
a successful outcone is. How do you know when you' ve
reached the conclusion, the resolution that you're kind
of | ooking for?

So with that we then nove into the expertise

needed. Depending on the topic, you'll want different
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ki nds of expertise, whether it's a recreation project or
sonmet hing with geol ogy or any of our prograns or uses.
So you want to take a little bit of time to kind of

I dentify, you know, what |evels of expertise and what
flavors of expertise the group really needs to be able
to have a broad discussion about the topic and give the
DAC an opportunity to have sone really well kind of

t hought of reasoned advice and recomrendati ons that you
could pass on to the BLM

And | should say here also this is a tenplate.
|'ve dropped | anguage in, and sone of it is
boiler-plate. But really the DAC has an opportunity to
di scuss any of these topics and formul ate as you see
fit.

So, like the proposed conposition of the
subgroup, you know, ny recommendation is about seven to
nine. | think actually that was in sonme past subgroup
proposal s that Randy shared with me. And | think that's
a good size, workable group, so | put that in there.

But if for reason the DAC thought the group needed to be
| arger, smaller, have other, you know, sideboards on how
it was fornmed and the conposition of it, that would be
totally up to the DAC s consi derati on.

And then the termas well, especially if it's a

st andi ng subgroup that's going to go on for year after
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year after year, | think it's inportant for the DAC to
consider the lifespan of any particular nenber's termin
the group, and there's a | ot of ways to | ook at that.
Randy and | actually had a little bit of a debate
oursel ves about it, and I'Il leave it up to you guys to
expl ore on your own.

But, you know, you want to make sure the group

stays fresh. You want to maintain the group's corporate

know edge as it nmoves through tinme and -- yeah. So
there's a lot of -- again it's sonmething for the DAC to
det erm ne.

As far as the selection of the nmenbers, again
put sonme boiler-plate in here. You may or may not want
to change that with subgroups. But essentially the way
we envision this is a DAC nenber or nenbers would put
this tenplate together, would describe the group and the
probl em and what have you. If the DAC chose to forma
subgroup for that topic, then we obviously would tel
t he BLM

Wth BLM s concurrence we would start working
on sonme public notification and nom nati on process for
people, and that likely would then go to -- any non nees
woul d end up going to the DAC chair, who coul d
coordinate a review with the DAC and then ultimtely put

together a roster that the DAC could agree to or debate.
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Then | think it's helpful to identify the
nmeeti ng schedul es proposed. Sonetinmes that may be kind
of dependent on the nenbers and how that -- you know, so
but sonme idea, do we think it's going to take three
neetings? Do we think it's going to be ongoing three
meetings a year? \What do we think we're going to do?

Then the reporting process is again
boil er-plate. Could probably be changed sone. However
t he fundanmental point of a DAC subgroup is it's the DAC
subgroup. The group reports to the DAC, and then the
DAC can choose to accept, reject, or nodify the group's
findi ngs and recommendati ons and whether or not to
forward those recommendati ons over to the BLM

Okay. So if we could switch back to the
slides. And next slide.

Okay. So as | said, if the DAC i ndeed deci ded
to nove forward with a new subgroup, you know, we'd know
that fromthe vote in the nmeeting, and Mchelle woul d
probably be the center of this effort. W'd start with
the public notification. One point that |I know has been
of interest, over the years we've really determ ned
t hat, because the DAC subgroup is a subgroup of the DAC
itself and the DAC has been, you know, notified -- the
public has been notified about the DAC and t he DAC

activities through Federal Register Notices and
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schedul i ng, what have you, we don't see any future
Federal Register Notices or any kind of formal
publications |ike that for the subgroups thensel ves.

So we would end up -- if you chose to have a
subgroup, we'd put together a call for nom nations,
probably a press rel ease about those nom nations and
about that call. W'd accept those nom nations for sone
period of time, and once we receive them as | said,
we' d provide those to the DAC chair, who could then
organi ze a review of sone kind with the DAC nenbers and
prepare a |ist of proposed nenbers that DAC then could
consider at their next neeting. And, yeah, and you'd
sel ect those at your next neeting, and then that
subgroup woul d be officially formed and could start
busi ness. Next slide.

So potential next steps. And this really is
subject to what the DAC wants to do. You know, we think
that the DAC coul d consider re-establishing the three
previ ously agreed-upon subgroups, the | SDRA Sand Dunes,
Durmont Sand Dunes, and we had actually approved or
agreed to a Mpjave Trails National Mnument Subgroup,
whi ch never got -- | think we called for nom nations but
never got anybody seated. So the DAC really today could
decide to begin the process of noving forward with one

or all or none of those.
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| also think that the DAC has the room in
particular with the Dunont and the | SDRA Subgroups, to
agree to reinitiate the subgroups. And | think at this
poi nt you could actually establish what woul d
technically be a subcommittee that DAC nenbers who had
an interest in those subgroups and could actually begin
nmeeting, you know, today, really, if you chose to do
t hat .

And then the subgroup would go through the
normal process. W' d announce for nom nations and bring
t hose nom nees back to, as | said, the chair and then to
t he DAC for consideration. So the full subgroup could
be formul ated over that period of tinme. Yeah, so |
t hi nk you have that as an option.

And then of course also, if there were
additional topics -- | should back up and say you should
have these as well -- to help with the discussion, |
want to add, we actually went ahead and drafted up
proposals for those three groups, so you should have
t hose that you could choose to consider now or | ater
t oday, however that would work. And/or if a DAC nenber
has another topic that they'd |like to propose, you could
di scuss that, and you'd need to work to devel op that
using the tenplate to devel op that proposal.

So next slide, | think, is questions. And |I'm
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open to any questions or discussion.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Thank you, M ke.
Fantastic. Thanks again for putting all that stuff
t oget her.

The floor is open for council menbers. |'m
trying to find my grid. There we go. |[|f any counci
menbers want to junp right in, you' re welcone to do so.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | do have a real quick. M ke,
can you explain again the difference between a standing
subgroup and an ad hoc group. | apologize. | kind of
didn't quite catch it at first.

MR. AHRENS: |'msorry. Maybe | wasn't clear
The idea with a standi ng subgroup, it's a topic that
really kind of lives on that you expect will go on for
mul ti ple years, you know, perhaps maybe indefinitely.

Li ke the two dune subgroups are perfect exanpl es of

that. The ad hoc is a nore specific question.
Streamlining filmpermtting m ght be sonething that you
could set up a subgroup to |l ook at and invol ves sone
subject matter experts and what have you and in a finite
ampunt of time come up with sonme reconmmendati ons on how
we m ght do that.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good questi on, Dan.

Thanks.
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O hers?

MEMBER STOVIN: | think there's interest in
starting an I nperial Sand Dunes Subgroup again. 1'd
like to be a part of that if and when it cones back to
life.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Let nme junp in for a
m nute, and let me sort of narrow down a little bit
here. Let's start to nove sonme things off the table off
to the side. Let's take, for exanple, Mke's | ast
suggestion first, and that is new i deas, new concepts,
subgroups that haven't been done before. And I think we
can get this off the table quickly, because, really,

t hanks to that awesone tenplate that M ke put together.
| didn't think of that. Thank you.

Having a blank tenplate is good. So | think
now t hat every DAC nmenber has that tenplate, | have had
sonme correspondence over the last couple of nonths with
DAC nenbers having questions about the subgroups. And |
t hi nk some of your answers you got today, and | think
the tenplate would be hel pful to you. |[If it cones front
and forward in your mnd that that could be a tool to
hel p you or the DAC or the BLM achieve a goal or a
m ssion, then by all means pull it out and start writing
sonething up and talk to your constituency about it.

So with that said, I'mtrying to limt today's
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conversation just a tad, trying to find a good focus.
We have the three tenplates -- or I'"'mgoing to just say
m ssion statenents in front of us that we can actually
consider. It's kind of like what 1'd Iike to focus on,
but we can focus on these by getting other things off
the table.

So any questions about other kinds of subgroups
or new subgroups or that blank tenplate? And then maybe
we can nove on to just these three itens here. Any
ot her questions on that?

MEMBER POWELL: So, Randy, could we set a place
on the agenda in our next neeting to bring new ideas for
subgroups to you that are not one of these three?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: I"d like that very nuch.

We could do a couple of things. Nunmber one, normally
toward the end of each nmeeting we have our subgroup
reports. It's a good opportunity to bring up the
overal |l conversation of subgroups. Nunber two, if you
are brainstormng a specific subgroup, |I'd urge you to
take the tenplate, fill in sone of the blanks that you
can, and distribute it to us. And that could even be
presented during one's report.

So we have opportunities to bring these up
wi t hout having to actually schedule a specific agenda

item but if you certainly are | ooking for action or
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woul d want to cover a nunber of them it would probably
make sense to put themtogether into an agenda item
Let's see how peopl e feel about others.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Randy, can | tag
onto that?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Pl ease, you bet.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: | want everybody
to be clear that the subgroups have to come fromwthin
the DAC or at your interest, and there's nothing wong
with talking to your local field manager or other BLM
person about sone of the details of it, but it has to
originate fromw thin the DAC. And that helps us to
avoid any of the need to notice of the Federal Register
or go outside of the DAC with information within BLM

So | just want to nmake that clear, that it's up
to you all to get those started. W're here to assist,
but the subgroups work for the DAC itself.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Good. That's a really good
line. That's a good line to draw.

As a side, generally what we've seen -- just
again trying to get the issue of other new upcom ng
subgroups off the table, what we've generally found is
subgroups are good when the DAC has interest in an
I ssue, the overall nmenbers of the DAC have an interest

in an issue, but it doesn't have the expertise. In
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ot her words, that there are others anong the public that
coul d educate a subgroup -- that could be part of a
subgroup and hel p educate the DAC better on issues.

Ot her times -- and this sounds a little cruel,
but it's the truth -- sonetimes DAC nenbers nay not
really have an interest in the subject matter but they
do recogni ze the inmportance of that subject matter to
ot her DAC nenmbers or to good government. For exanpl e,

t he dunes subgroups, they were birthed about ten or so
years ago when fees were first able to be charged for
recreation areas. So you can see there was a tine where
t he public was queasy about having to pay fees for
sonet hi ng they have been always to enjoy for free.

VWhere are those fees going? Do | have any say in it?

But we may have nenbers on the DAC who were not
per haps specifically interested in recreation and the
dunes but does feel that good governnent and
accountability and having users have input into how
their noney is spent is sonething that is good. So
sonmetimes a DAC nenber won't have a real interest in it
but still believes that it's the mssion of the DAC to
followit.

A third thing, though, to consider is there is
a lot of care of feeding with a subgroup. | said this

before, and | do want to say it again. Most of the care
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and feeding is on behalf of the BLM But we have to
make room for those subgroups as well. We have to make
sure to make tine to hear fromthose groups. And when
t hey have advice and they would |ike us to hear that or
respond back to it or even issue formal advice to the
BLM we have to take the time to do that. So there's
care and feeding involved in it.

So when you're | ooki ng at new groups, consider
that. And if there's a specific issue that really seens
to be nmucky that could benefit from advanced
participation within nenbers of the public to help
educate us, that's a great place to start.

And I'Il leave that, the floor open. Any nore
comments on just sort of general noving forward with
enpoweri ng subgroups?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: 1'l1 make some comrents.
|'ve been on a subgroup for decades, and they originally
started out years ago as TRTs, and then a few years ago
we went through a process of generating nore of the sane
kind of things that are in that tenplate to just explain
and codify sonme of the things the way that subgroups are
handl ed.

And | do think that, as Randy said, there's a
couple of -- the two dunes subgroups have better -- have

pretty good participation, and we address things that
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are nore appropriate for the dune-type thing and the
fees. There are a couple of other areas where there's
fees. So those don't have subgroups, but they're a part
of what Randy does for El Mrage, | believe, probably
the only other place that has fees --

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Ri ght .

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: -- other than canpgrounds.
So | would appreciate the -- | currently was on the
| SDRA Subgroup, and so | think that that probably the
idea to reinstate those with the existing people and
then let them pick out sone new people would be good to
get them noving again, because the dunes seasons are
openi ng, and we do have sone issues we would like to
di scuss with the BLM through these organizations.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |If there's no objections,
I"d like to transition then to the three that we tal ked
about. And I'd just like to first bring up that we | ook
first at these two dunes subgroups. These are
al ready -- these docunents are not from scratch. These
have by and | arge existed, naybe not to the conpl eteness
that they are here in front of you consistently across
t he board, but we as DAC have seen these before. |It's
my opinion that, because these two were created as
standing conmttees, they still exist. It's just that

our nenbers of the subcomm ttee have terned out. W
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have no nmenbers, and we need to ask a DAC nenber to be a
part of that subgroup so it can provide the inportant
nexus to the DAC. So again in ny opinion these two
groups are still alive. W' ve never voted to term nate
them They're standing committees, and in ny opinion
until the DAC says, "I vote to termnate these two
commttees,"” | believe these two commttees are good.

So what | woul d suggest as appropriate action
on this would just be in recognition that the advisory
council is neeting again, request the BLMto solicit
menbers to stand these comm ttees back up again.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Randy, there should be --
we' ve called for new people at | east for the | SDRA group
several tinmes, and both Ed and nyself are on those, and

|"ve put in applications again here asking for the

DAC when all these things quit. |'msure the BLM has
sonme existing requests. | don't know about the Dunont,
but | know that |SDRA, and there should be some existing

applications. But if not, they should call for new ones
al so.

| al so wanted to make one conment too.
noticed in the tenplate it says they get nenbers from
Southern California. Well, as far as the | SDRA group
goes, we need to also include Arizona. OQur previous one

we al ways included four people from-- two or three
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people from California and two or three people from
Ari zona, because a big contingent of the people that go
to the dunes, at |east the | SDRA, are from Arizona.

CHAI RMAN BANI' S:  Yeah, the dunes straddle,
essentially straddle the two states. And | can say the
same for Dunont Dunes. Las Vegas, Nevada supplies half
the visitors to Dunont Dunes, although it's located in
California, and we have had user-specific seats for
Nevada users on our subgroup. Perhaps we can adj ust
that, if there's no objections fromthe council. If
there's no objections fromthe council, we can ask the
BLM to nodify, make that m nor nodification.

MEMBER TAYLOR: No objections here.

VMEMBER POWELL: No objections.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: No objections, hearing and
seei ng none. Good point, Dick. Thanks a lot. |I'm
going to bring up a side thing Mke also touched on.
That is the issue of terms. Generally what we find is
that for standing groups, those that go on and on having
rotati ng nenbers, having staggered terns, bringing in
fresh, having a nunmber of people fromthe past with
I nstitutional menory probably works best in those
standi ng conm ttees.

Probably in an ad hoc commttee, which is based

on solving an issue or working on one matter, that

Page 58



probably woul d be better off having the subgroup nenbers
remai ni ng on the subgroup throughout the term of the
wor k product.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Sounds reasonabl e.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: So for the Dunont and
| nperi al Subgroups, they are used to the fact of having
terms that rotate. | would probably recomend that for
the Mojave Trails National Monunment Subgroup we have a
termthat starts with the begi nning of the subgroup and
ends at the end of the subgroup with a work product.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | would second that, Randy.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The |l ast point | wanted to
bring up is one of the problens we've had -- and you've
seen it as DAC nenbers. Those who have been here the
| ongest have seen it -- that sonetines we're running
like a Swiss clock. Notices are going out, and we're
soliciting new nenbers and soliciting new subgroups, and
we' ve got subgroups neeting and duh, duh, duh, duh, duh,
duh, and then on occasion over the course of the |ast
coupl e of decades we have tines when we're not running
like a Swiss watch, we're kind of maybe running with a
not or maybe in need of a tune-up.

And | think the point I'mgetting at is, you' ve
seen how difficult it is for the BLMto go through the

steps necessary to just stand up our Desert Advisory

Page 59



Council with 15 nenbers. But when you start throwing in

all of these subgroups as well to keep them standi ng up,

especially if you have rotating ternms, what I'mgoing to
maybe suggest -- and | don't know why | haven't thought
of it or anyone hasn't brought it up before. |I'msure

soneone has thought of it, but perhaps if there's a way
to conbine the solicitation for new DAC nenbers al ong
with solicitation for upcom ng expiring terns on the
subgr oups.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: |If you go to the DAC web
page, that's on there right now. There's calls for
menbers for the groups, and there's calls for nenbers
for the DAC

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Ckay. Good. Ckay. ['ve
touched on all of my notes. The floor is open for
comments. And we have seven nenbers present, and that's
a mpjority for our housekeeping actions that we may want
to take today. |'m happy to entertain additional
comrents, questions, or we could junp right in with a
noti on and di scuss the notion and work our way through
the remai nder of this issue. The floor is open.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: M chell e has her hand up.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: Hi, everyone. | just
wanted to clarify -- excuse ne -- on that recent press

rel ease that just went out calling for DAC nenbers. So
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that press release is |looking for two nenbers to fil
vacancies in Category 2, but it does not nention
subgroups. So if there were to be the desire to form
subgroups, that would have a separate call that would go
out. | just wanted to clarify that. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Just to add to
that, Randy, | |ike your idea. It nakes way too nuch
sense, but | don't think we could conply them because of
the departnment requirenents for the DAC nom nations, and
t he subgroup nom nations are comng fromyou all, so to
keep things, I'lIl call it easier and maybe nore

efficient for us, keeping them separate woul d probably

be the best.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | definitely recognize that
and had that in mnd. | was actually looking at it as

being a part A and a part B on a to-do list; when it
cones tinme to solicit for DAC, perhaps work a separate
package for group.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: If you do it
| ocal ly, that nmakes sense.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yeah, just so it's done one
time a year, every year it just gets done, because the
probl em before is, unfortunately, you know, we'd solicit
DAC nenbers on an occasion and then sonebody on a

subgroup would realize, "Oh, no, this subgroup is going
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to have terns expire”; "Oh, we're already past”; "Oh,
wow, we need new subgroup nmenbers.” And then two nonths
| ater sonebody el se says, "Oh, our subgroup is |ow too;
we need nenbers too."

So there wasn't any holistic | ooking ahead of
whi ch subgroup nmenbers woul d have expired terns that
woul d need to be addressed during the course of the
year. So my point is nmore just sort of having a
checklist or a to-do that really addresses DAC
menbership as well as subgroup nenmbership, sort of
address that all at one tinme in the year through
what ever separate vehicles it needs to be done. But
then it's done, it's checked off, and we wait for next
year.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Makes sense.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yeah. Sorry. Thank you.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | think that | saw sonepl ace
in these docunents here where the suggestion was that we
reinitiate at | east the current subgroups for the
exi sting nmenbers and call for new nmenbers and set up the
schedul e for -- we have a schedule already. W had a
schedule. | don't know where it is now. W rotated
menbers on our subgroups al so.

But | would nmake a notion that we put the

two -- at least the two dunes subgroups back into
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service with the existing nenbers that were on and we
can contact the existing people and see if they want to
conplete this and then set up tinefranes to re-access
those at sonme period of tinme |ike you suggested.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  We have a notion on the
floor. Thank you, Dick. | appreciate that. Do we have
a second so we can begin needed discussion on that one?

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MEMBER TAYLOR: | woul d second that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Great. W have a second.
"' mgoing to recogni ze Dan on that second. Sorry. |
know there were others, and | appreciate that.

So with that open, I'Il go last. The floor is
open, please. Any objections to the notion? O
guestions?

MEMBER POWELL: | don't have an objection. |
have a question. Who are the DAC nenbers on the
respective subgroups?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: " mon the | SDRA one, and
Ed Stovin is also on that one.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And | provided the nexus to
t he Dunont Dunes Subgroup.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | would like to volunteer to be
on the Dunont Dunes as well.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That's great, yeah. |
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could work with you

MEMBER POWELL: Are you sure?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Uh- huh, uh-huh. W do once
a nonth, soIl'mwlling to try twce. Any other
guestions? Wth that said, rather than me trying to
count hands on the screen or do a roll, and since this
isn't advice to the BLM it's adm nistrative
housekeepi ng. The seven of us here and present.

Are there any objections to the notion to
resune the Dunont Dunes Subgroup and | SDRA Subgroup and
to ask the BLMto call for nmenbers for the Myjave Trails
Nat i onal Monunent Subgroup? Are there any objections?
Once, twce.

Heari ng and seei ng none, notion passes by
consent. Thank you. The floor is still open if there's
cl osing comments or closing questions or suggestions for
goi ng forward and ahead. Andrew and M chelle, are we
good with this? W have what we need to go forward?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yes, sir, | think
we' re good.

M chel | e?

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: | think so. So did we
have a DAC nmenber who is going to be the ringleader, if
you will, of the Myjave Trails National Mnument

Subgr oup?

Page 64



CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We certainly can ask for --
well, we've done that in two ways. One way that we've
done this is that during the application process when we
call for applicants, advisory council nenbers are free
to apply at that point. Another way that we've done it
is we've waited until we have stood up the actual
subgroup, we've stood up the subgroup, and then we ask
for a volunteer. So it's gone both of those ways. |
don't see a problemw th starting this out right now and
asking for interest from our group here.

Now, this is a subgroup of the Desert Advisory
Council. We only need one Desert Advisory Counci
menber on that subgroup to provide that |egal nexus to
the Desert Advisory Council, but there's no limt. And
we have had nultiple Desert Advisory Council menbers
serve on subgroups in the past. The West M)jave Route
Desi gnati on Subgroup had three DAC nenbers on it, and
one was chair, not nyself. That was Di nah Shunmnay.
Still, I'd just as soon call for interest and get this
on the record now so that we can reach out to you as
this noves forward.

Those interested in serving, go ahead.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Randy, for BLM s
pur poses we woul d need each subgroup to have, like you

menti oned, either a chair or primry point of contact so
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it makes it nmore efficient for us to work with that
subgroup for whatever we're needing to do fromthe BLM
end.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Even right now fromthe
initiation stage, the planning stage as well; right?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Exactly.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Let's do that then. |
appreci ate that advice. Thank you.

Counci| nmenbers interested in serving on the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent Subgroup?

VMEMBER HOLLI DAY: I would like to do that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Was that Dick?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Dick, yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | see Ed waving his hand,
but | don't see everybody on ny little screen here. So
pl ease speak up if you're interested.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | believe | would be interested
in being on that subgroup as well. This is Dan Tayl or.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you, Dan.

Jim are you still on the line, JimBagley?
Ji m Bagl ey, are you there? GOkay. Sorry. Just making a
specific shout-out to Jim He lives in the
nei ghbor hood.

So let's do this. So getting back to the

process, the applications will come to the chair, who
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subm ts nom nations to the Desert Advisory Council. You
see all the applicants. The council wll decide to
accept the nom nations or exchange those nom nations
around, and we will set the nenbership of that subgroup,
and then at that tinme the chair of the DAC, if it
happens all within nmy term | would appoint the chair of
t he subgroup.

But at this time how would the council like to
proceed on designating its official representative to
the Mojave Trails group at this tine to assist the BLM
i n planning and putting that subgroup together for us?
Do we want to sel ect anong us Dick, Ed, or Dan? O
woul d you just as soon put that on ny shoul ders to nake
a choice? |I'm happy to put them up agai nst each ot her
and vote.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Let's go with Dan.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |I'm happy to do so. I'm
happy to do so. If there's no objection, there's just
one little thing I want to check online. Could |I make
that selection after the norning break? Any objection?
| just wanted one little thing I need to check online.
Thanks. |'mcreating suspense, aren't |? That way
everybody has to cone back fromthe break. O herw se
you won't know how it ends up.

Before we go to break, because that is the next
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item on the agenda, we have two m nutes, nmaybe |ess.
Comment s, questions about the subgroups?

MEMBER POVWELL: Since it |ooks |like there can
be three nmenbers on a subgroup, |1'd |like to volunteer
for the Inperial Subgroup.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate that. Thanks, Jayne. That's an easy

deci si on. You' re on.

MEMBER POWELL: | didn't know you had so nuch
power .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |'m not hearing a |ot of
obj ections either. |It's great doing business with you
all. This is really good getting back into stride,
folks. Wth that said, I"mjust going to end this

agenda itemon tine. Let's go on to our 15-m nute
nmorni ng break. Back at 11 a.m How about it, fol ks?
s that good? Once, twice, we're off. W're going to
break for 15 mnutes. |I'mturning the floor back to
Andrew and M chelle. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. W've
got a tinmer going, so grab your coffee, take a break,
and we'l|l be back here in 14 m nutes, 56 seconds.

(Morni ng break.)
DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great discussion

on subgroups, and | appreciate everybody's willingness
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to get the subgroups active again. So good work this

nor ni ng.

Randy, I'll turn it back over to you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: That was nice. Thank you,
Andrew. |t was a good break, folks. Before we junp in

on the update on the bighorn sheep and Devil's Canyon
seasonal access, during which we'll hear from
Any Fesnock, | wanted to get back to the subgroup

deci sion on setting a point person.

What this essentially is, if | understand it
correctly, Mchelle and Andrew, | got you both on the
sanme screen, so it's great. | can see your faces as |
say this. Wat | see is essentially one nenmber of the
Desert Advisory Council that will provide the nexus to

t he subgroup, soneone that you can perhaps work with to
get that conmttee started and up and runni ng and
rolling.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Exactly.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Now, | know that from
experience fromtime to time everybody m sses a neeting
here and there, and it al so happens to DAC nenmbers who
are supposed to be present to provide a nexus. |1'd |ike
to, if that's okay, also appoint an alternate just
soneone that we know that, if the point person is not

present at the nmeeting, we have a Desert Advisory
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Council alternate that can be there to provide that
nexus, and provided that it's done through this neeting
and through the process, hoping that would be form
enough to neet that objective. Wuld that be okay?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah, | don't see
any problemw th that, you know, to keep the information
flow ng and give, whether it be Mchelle, nyself, or
anot her BLM person, just a point of contact. And if
occasionally if it's sonmebody different, that's not a
bi g deal at all

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Ckay. Great. Good.
That's really great. What I'd like to do then -- we
were tal king about the point person for the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent. That's the first one
we were talking about. |If there's no objections from
the DAC, 1'd like Ed Stovin to be the point person on
t hat .

And let's see. | didn't do that very well at
all. 1 thought | had these notes really well witten.
Ed, I1'd like you to be the point on the Mjave Trails.
Dick, I'd like you to be the point on | SDRA. And Dan,
l'd like you to be the point on Dunont. The thing | had
to check online, by the way, was | ooking at the terns
for people see when their terns are going to expire,

just to make sure that | wasn't selecting soneone who
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will be leaving us very, very shortly.

| have a request to put an alternate as well,
and | was going to ask Jayne to be the alternate for
| SDRA. That's just the alternate point person. Again,
if Dick can't make a neeting or sonething, at |east you
can provide the nexus, you know, be the DAC nenber who's
officially here.

MEMBER POWELL: Sure. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  And let's see. [|'ll serve
as an alternate for Dunont. And who did | have for
trails?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Randy, the other nanes
there for Mdjave Trails National Mnunment were
Dick Holliday, Ed Stovin -- excuse ne. You nom nated
hi m as point -- and Dan Tayl or.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Yes.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | think it should be you.
You' ve got nore history there than anybody.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: 'l alternate on the
Moj ave Trails.

MEMBER ROBINSON: Hi. This is Bob Robinson.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Hi, Bob.

MEMBER ROBINSON: Hi. | tried to get in
earlier, and | couldn't get the darn thing to unnute.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |I'mglad to hear from you
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I"mglad you're on now.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: |'ve been on, but | just
couldn't unnute, and | just wanted to express an
interest in the Myjave Trails.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |I'mreally glad you said
that. Okay. GCotcha.

MEMBER ROBI NSON: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Ckay. Thanks, fol ks.
Housekeepi ng over. And let's nove on to the issues, the
juicy stuff.

Ay, at the |last neeting we had very uplifting
presentation on the desert tortoise, the status of the
desert tortoise. I'msorry. | nmean that jokingly
because it's hard to joke about anything when it cones
to the current status of the desert tortoise. Any's
presentation last tinme really hit the nail on the head
and gave us a really good picture of the chall enges that
that species faces. So |I'm expecting Any is going to be
frank enough and forward with us on desert bighorn sheep
and the Devil's Canyon issue.

Hi, Any. Welconme back

MS. FESNOCK: Hey, Randy. Thank you very nuch.

For those who may not know nme, ny nanme is
Anmy Fesnock. | amthe resource advisor for the

California Desert District, and ny presentation today
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will be nore uplifting than the desert tortoise story I
shared last tine as we tal k about desert bighorn.
Today's conversation will focus, as | said, on
the desert bighorn, which is identified here in the
brown col or, and the peninsul ar bi ghorn down here in the
yellow. We will not be discussing the Sierra Nevada

bi ghorn, which is shown in orange.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  |I'm sorry.
MS. FESNOCK: | forgot to share ny screen. My
goodness. | practiced all of this. So nowl'mgoing to

start again.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: W can see it now. Thank
you.

MS. FESNOCK: Okay. So today our talk w Il
di scuss the desert bighorn subpopul ati on, which is
identified here in the brown on the map, and the
peni nsul ar bi ghorn sheep, which are here in the yell ow
We will not be discussing the Sierra Nevada bi ghorn
sheep as shown in orange.

We have a large update to cover today. | wll
be covering the first six topics on this list, and Ryan
wi ||l cover the seventh topic, the Devil's Canyon
seasonal access. And after Ryan's presentation is
conpleted, we will then open the floor for questions.

VWhile BLMis providing the information today, | woul d
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like to share that this talk would not we possible if it
weren't for the support fromthe California Departnent
of Fish and WIldlife and Oregon State University, who
hel ped me in preparing these slides.

And then when it comes to managenment of bighorn
sheep, | would also like to point out that we have
partners with the National Park Service, U S. Forest
Service, the Society for the Conservation of Bighorn
Sheep, the WId Sheep Foundation, and both the nati onal
and California chapter.

Moving on to our first topic, California
Departnent of Fish and Wldlife has maintai ned
radi o-collared rans in use in different bighorn sheep
use throughout the California Desert Conservation Area.
I n nost years they plan captures to add new collars to
the herds, and while those animals are at hand, they
col l ect sanples and neasurenents to assist in other
studies. There is a fall capture planned. |If all goes
well, they will capture 115 animls spread across these
el even herds to add additional collars to each of these
her ds.

Qur next topic today is Wldlife Water
Devel opments. Historically there are two ki nds of
devel opnents, those that are designed for big ganme, |ike

deer and bi ghorn, and those that are designed for upland
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gane, |ike ganme birds, quail and dove, and snall
mammal s, |ike rabbits, hares, cottontails, that kind of
t hi ng.

However we need to recognize that water
devel opnents support a vast nunber of wildlife species
across all taxon. When you think of water devel opnents,
there is no one-size-fits-all. Each developnent is
tailored to its specific geographic |ocation.

Wat er devel opnents have three main conponents,
the first of which is water storage tanks. Storage
tanks can be fully aboveground, as we see here in this
photo. They can be partially buried, as they are in
this one and this one. O they can be fully
underground, as we see in the m ddle photo.

Wat er access is the second conponent, and it's
the drinker itself. It's howthe water is nade
available to wildlife, and again each water devel opnment
out there has a different style drinker to fit the
specifics of that geographic |ocation.

The third conponent of a wildlife water
devel opnent is the catchnent. This is how water is
coll ected and noved into the storage tanks. These can
be natural washes with checked dans |ike we see here in
this photo. They can be paved areas |ike we see here.

O nost recently, we have started i nplenenting these
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| arge tarp-like structures called rain mats that are
easier to deploy out into renote | ocations and to be
mai nt ai ned over the long-term

Current challenges that we are facing is that
many of the drinkers that are out there are nore than 30
years old. W are starting to experience failures of
t hose systens, and the maintenance and repair needs are
hi gher than they have been, and in sonme cases entire
conponents need to be repl aced.

Additionally, as the desert is seeing nore
pr ol onged droughts, we're having water sources, both our
devel oped wat er sources and natural water sources, go
dry. And that's resulting in our water devel opnents
being less reliable if animals go to them and water is
not actually present. These drought conditions, besides
affecting our ability to capture water, is also |eading
to the forage that the sheep eat, having | ess water
content. And when there's less water in the food, they
have an increased need for surface water.

And historically you would think of bighorn
sheep only needing to drink fresh water or |arge anounts
of fresh water during the sumertines. Because of the
prol onged droughts, we are actually finding that sheep
are needing year-round surface water in order to

mai ntain their health.
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Because of the accumul ati on of these issues
that we're currently dealing with, BLM and the
California Department of Fish and Wldlife would like to
prepare a programmatic district-w de Environnental
Assessnment that will cover both the big-gane and
smal | -ganme drinkers, wldlife devel opnent, water
devel opnent in W derness and non-W | der ness.

Due to the conplex nature of this EA, we are
breaking it into conmponents that help us think about
these actions in a routine or a categorized way.

The first set of actions that we consider is
nmoni toring and then incidental nmaintenance. Mbnitoring
occurs two or three tinmes a year, where vol unteers hike
out and check on the water developnment. And then if
while they' re there on their routine checks, snal
mai nt enance i s needed, they go ahead and i npl enment that
smal | mai nt enance.

The next way that we kind of think about
mai nt ai ni ng wat er devel opnents in our natural areas is
this category of in-kind repair. This is sonmething that
requires nore than one person to fix. It could be
sonmething like this photo here, where we needed to
repl ace the drinker and water access for sheep. It
could be sonething like replacing these water tanks with

t hese new | arger water tanks. The idea behind in-kind
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repair is that you stay within the existing footprint
and you maintain the formand function of the existing
wat er devel opnent .

The third section that the progranmatic EA
needs to cover is water hauls. There are sone drinkers
that are out there where we have to provide water on a
routine basis. That's either done via helicopters or
gravity feed or punped water. There are tinmes in the
nonitoring of drinkers we find that they are dry or near
runni ng out of water and we need to do an energency
assist with water in that situation.

Because of the conplexity of getting water to
these renote | ocations, water hauls normally involve
sone ki nd of nmechanical equipnment |ike helicopters,
wat er trucks, even set up water bladders and intricate
hose | ays and punps to nove water from our brought-in
water to where the storage tanks are in the natura
areas.

The fourth main conmponent is |arger issues, and
t hese are mmj or mai ntenance and repairs. These actions
woul d i nclude going beyond the existing footprint. W
m ght need to install |arger storage tanks that have a
bi gger base than the original storage tanks. W m ght
need to increase the catchnent areas w th additional

rain mats. Because we are disturbing new ground, these
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are nuch larger in thought process.

The programmatic EA will set up the sideboards
and the structure for what steps need to be done in
order to approve future major maintenance and repairs.
Additionally, as we recoghize we are noving into a
pr ol onged drought period and natural water sources
become |l ess and less reliable, we are contenplating the
potential need of new installations of wildlife water
devel opnent.

The programmatic EA will not actually do any
approval s of new installations but will instead
establish the framework and the process by which BLM
will consider new installations in the future.

Also related to this wildlife water devel opnment
topic, we wanted to bring to your attention that there
are these five specific projects that the California
Departnment of Fish and Wldlife would Iike to start
working on this fall as far as planning goes with
I npl ement ati on hopefully in 2022 because of the
i mportance of these particul ar water sources and the
rel ative scale or issue of the problens that were being
addressed, as far as why these five kind of float to the
top of needing to be addressed sooner rather than |ater.

Qur third topic that we're covering today is

Desert Bi ghorn Sheep Connectivity Studies. These
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studi es are funded and being inplenmented by Oregon State
Uni versity, the National Park Service, and CDFW

The reason that these studies exist is a very
I mportant journal article canme out in 2018 that
di scussed how gene fl ow seened to be noving through
bi ghorn sheep popul ations, and that's this map here, as
far as what ranges were occupi ed and how gene fl ow
seenmed to be noving between those popul ati ons.

Bet ween 2013 and ' 15, | ooking at actual new
radi o-col |l ared animals, we found that sone of the ranges
t hat had been unoccupi ed were reoccupied, like this
section here and here, and that there was extensive
novenent that had not been seen in the nol ecul ar genetic
gene flow study. So realizing that gene flowis
changi ng and novenent is changing and habitat is
changing, OSU with the Park Service and CDFW i ncreased
efforts in sonme new research

The three research goals that then wanted to
focus on was novenent near interstates and
identification of potential crossing points, whether we
could entice bighorn sheep to use existing underpasses
to inprove connectivity across Interstate 15, and to
reassess the current distributions and connectivity.

During this study, which has run from Novenber,

2018 up through today, no bighorn sheep have been
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observed usi ng underpasses. W have a wi de variety of
other animals that are seen using existing underpasses,
but no bighorn sheep have used under passes.

In an attenpt to try to lure bighorn sheep to
t hese under pass areas, because worki ng under the
assunption of maybe they didn't know that they existed,
w ldlife water was established adjacent to these
under pass areas. These new waters have been used by a
variety of different species. They have not been used
by bi ghorn sheep.

Based on the collar data that we have in the
| ast handful of years, there have been no successful
at-grade crossings from 2018 to present. Wat we have
found is a variety of data that indicates bighorn sheep
approach 1-15 but then turn back away froml-15. And as
mentioned earlier, they are not using the underpasses
that are avail able, which is |leading us to ask, should
we be installing something like this kind of overpass?

This overpass is an exanple from Arizona that
has proven to be used by deer and bighorn and has a
chance of, if we install a simlar such structure,
assisting us in getting sheep safely across I-15. So
recogni zing that the existing underpasses are not
wor ki ng and that at-grade crossing is highly hazardous

to bi ghorn sheep, given the anount of traffic and the
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speed of traffic on I-15, we want to propose these
over passes.

Al'l these different colored lines are the
trackings of collared bighorn sheep in these
popul ati ons. And what you find is these sections of
hi ghway that are in red, you have zero bi ghorn sheep
approachi ng those sections of the highway. Were you
have these green sections here, you have upwards of 50
to nore than a hundred of bighorn sheep approaching
t hose areas -- collared bighorn sheep approachi ng those
areas and then turning back.

So the idea is that, if we focus on these areas
that the bighorn sheep are naturally attracted to and
then provide them a safe passage over the freeway, we
can i nprove genetic flow and denpgraphi cs between the
herds of bighorn sheep.

So these two particular |ocations are Soda
Mount ai ns up here and Cave Mountain right here. This
Cave Mountain is part of the Cady Mountain bighorn sheep
popul ation. So often this area is referred to as Cady,
or Cave. Just if you' ve heard about that, | wanted to
clear up any kind of confusion.

On this particular map we have a coll ared
animal here in blue. This collared animl was from our

2013 to '15 study, and she did successfully cross I-15
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and back in this location up here in the Soda Muntai ns
where we think putting a crossing would be appropriate.
This location is also where a young ram was struck and
killed in 2020. It was found in the nedian of 1-15 in
this upper zone.

Of particular concern is the Desert Express
Rai |l road, that is |ooking at connecting
Victorville-Barstow area to Las Vegas. This high-speed
rail is planned to go in between the northbound and
sout hbound | anes of I-15. And if you add a hi gh-speed
rail in this already conplicated at-grade situation, it
becomes even less likely that bighorn sheep will be able
to safely cross to maintain connectivity across these
di fferent nountain ranges.

So the best avail able science leads to this
managenment recomrendati on. We have | ooked at the
genetic research. W've | ooked at collared ani mals and
how t hey're nmoving. W' ve assessed the existing
under passes and their lack of ability of supporting
bi ghorn sheep. There were four areas that were
eval uated for connectivity: the Cave/ Cady Mountain
area, the Soda Lake mat, an area adjacent to Mountain
Pass, which is also supported by the data as a place to
put a crossing, and a fourth |location at Hall oren Wash

or Halloren Summt, was initially thought to be a good
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pl ace. But based on the collar data, no sheep in the
| ast three years have naturally approached that, what
appears to be a good crossing to us humans. Bi ghorn
sheep have just never approached it. So at this point
in time, that fourth area is no | onger recomended.

But one at Mountain Pass, one at Soda, and one
at Cave are supported by the data of the bighorn sheep
and, based on our science, the best way of maintaining
connectivity across this hazardous | andscape.

Moving on to our fourth topic, we have a new
survey nethod that was started in 2020. This is
essentially sending a bunch of people out, putting boots
on the ground, doing these surveys in a very
st andardi zed net hod, | ooking for signs of bighorn sheep.

And what this survey found was actually rather
surprising. These three nmountain ranges, the MCoy
Mount ai ns, the Big Maria Mountains, and the Riverside
Mount ai ns near Blythe, had all been presumed unoccupi ed
by bighorn sheep. And in getting these people on the
ground wal king in a very standardi zed nmet hod, we have
found pellets of bighorn sheep that were then taken back
to the | ab and genetically determ ned to, yes, be
bi ghorn sheep. And sone of those pellets were actually
fresh enough that we were able to get a full genotype

fromthe sheep poop, and that will allow us to nmake
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genetic conparisons between whi ch nountain ranges we
found those in and which nountain ranges those genetics
are nost closely aligned wth.

We al so found that nost of our sign were up
here in the Riverside Muwuntains, with less sign in the
McCoy and Big Mari a.

Looki ng at the Riverside Mouuntains nore
cl osely, we found carcasses of bighorn sheep. W found
beddi ng sites, places that were identified as places
t hat bi ghorn sheep were sleeping. W found pellets that
were of size and shape to nake us think that they were a
| anb, and those were confirmed as being bighorn sheep
genetically. W also found a new previously
unidentified or tracked tinaja, so a natural water
source that's up there.

At this point we can't say that the Riverside
Mountains are officially occupied. W haven't found
permanent residents there, but it is clear the bighorn
sheep are exploring into and using this nountain range
to some extent, and hopefully that will lead to ful
reoccupati on of these mountain ranges.

Qur next topic is the Disease Qutbreak in
San Gorgoni o. San Gorgonio is one of the desert bighorn
sheep ranges -- herds, sorry -- and is identified here

in this red circle area. In 2018 to '19 there was a
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very large nortality event. CDFW believes they | ost
approxi mtely 50 percent of that population during this
timefrane. |In response to such a dramatic drop of the
herd, CDFW cl osed Zone 5 hunting unit. Historically the
Zone 5 hunting unit supported one or two tags each year.
But again, given the large drop in popul ation, that hunt
unit has been suspended. They did a variety of data
collections trying to figure out what was the cause of
this nortality event and how it relates to the
popul ati on as a whol e.

So for the first tinme ever, they targeted the
Whi t ewat er subunit seen here as part of that larger red
circle, covered both of these areas for the San Gorgonio
unit. In 2020 they did capture and mark 13 ani mals
within this area. While they had the animals in hand,
they collected a variety of biological sanples to assist
In their assessnment of what was going on with this
di sease out br eak.

It had been presuned or typically when you see
a | arge outbreak of disease or nortality event, it's
assuned that it's the nmycoplasma respiratory di sease
that's taking bighorn sheep out. However, in testing
the dead animals that were recovered and then the 13
live animal s that were tagged, we were never able to

actually identify the nmycoplasma. And typically those
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PCR tests have a really high effective rate. So the
fact that the PCR tests all canme back negative is really
strong evidence that nycoplasnma was not the issue, which
has not | ed CDFWto believe that there may be a novel

di sease issue on the | andscape.

In testing those 13 animals that they had in
hand, they did find antibodies related to a couple of
different respiratory di seases associated with cows, and
the fact that there's a an ELI SA response neans that the
ani mls thensel ves have been exposed to those di seases
found in cows. There is some concern. There is sone
concern that this disease transm ssion may be associ at ed
with trespass cattle in the area, so that's being
I nvesti gat ed.

When they went back and | ooked at the ELISA
tests fromhistorical archive sanples, those antibodies
associ ated with the cow di seases were not present. So
again there's sonething new that's going on in this
particul ar herd area.

We are noving forward and trying to understand
what's going on related to this disease outbreak in this
particular herd. CDFWis confident that there are at
| east 75 bi ghorn sheep still remaining in the
San Gorgoni o area. That's a healthy enough nunmber that

t hey expect natural birth to be able to repopul ate and

Page 87



get us back up to the herd anount that they woul d expect
t hat range to support.

When they went out and did their surveys, they
are seeing what woul d be considered healthy | anb-to-ewe
rati os and healthy yearling-to-yew ratios. They can't
fully get a popul ati on nunber out of those ratios.
They're consi dered nore of indices because of the
conpl exity of doing population nmonitoring in this
particular terrain and our |ack of being able to use the
sane standardi zed techni ques that we do in other herds.

Going into the future we are planning on
depl oyi ng an additional 15 collars in this area. Ten of
t hose going on ewes, five on ranms, and hoping that in
getting those additional collars out, we will have a
better understandi ng of how sheep are noving through
this | andscape and help us in nore standardi zed and
repeat abl e popul ati on nonitoring going forward. And we
will continue to watch the area for additional disease
responses.

The Update on Peninsul ar Bi ghorn Sheep is the
sixth and ny final topic to share with you today. The
peni nsul ar subspeci es of bighorn sheep are identified in
these six different recovery regions in the Riverside,
San Di ego, and Inperial Counties. The recovery criteria

for peninsul ar bighorn sheep is at |east 25 ewes in each
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of those nine regions for at |east six years to downli st
to threatened. Then to fully delist, we need at | east
25 ewes in each of those nine regions for a consecutive
12 years and the range-w de popul ati on above or
averaging 750 animals in each of those 12 years, as well
as having regul atory nechanisnms in place and | and
managenent comm tnments from | andowners or

adm ni strators, |ike ne.

Peni nsul ar bi ghorn sheep continue to have a
variety of threats to their recovery. Respiratory
di sease, that mycoplasma i ssue, continues to be
persistent and can inpact lanb recruitnment. There's a
wi de variety of urban-rel ated deaths, especially in the
northern portion of their range near Coachella Valley
and Borrego Springs, where we have bighorn car
collisions on Highway 74 and Interstate 8, as well as
drowni ngs in pools or hot tubs. That always catches ne
by surprise.

G obal warm ng and the change of precipitation
patterns has resulted in water beconm ng a nore scarce
and |l ess reliable resource in our natural areas, and
that has significant inplications for peninsular bighorn
sheep. And then there is the continued devel opnent of
gol f courses and a variety of parks and housing

conpl exes and renewabl e energy. Additionally illegal
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of f-road driving and unaut horized social trails can | ead
to di sturbance of bighorn sheep. And then we continue
to have issues with nountain |ion predation.

In 2021 we currently have 100 peni nsul ar
bi ghorn sheep that are collared, 97 females, three
mal es. We plan to add an additional 72 collars this
fall specific to the range across those recovery units.
The idea is that the recovery plan wants to have at
| east 25 percent of the ewes in each recovery unit
collared. To date we have never been able to neet that
recovery plan objective. And that's nostly due to |ack
of funding.

However, there is good news that | would Iike
to share, and that is in 2016 the range-w de survey
estimated the bighorn sheep popul ation across all nine
recovery units to be 884 bighorn sheep, so well above
that 750 m ni num needed for a conplete delisting. And
there were at |l east 25 ewes in each of the recovery
units.

We are | ooking at going back out and doi ng
anot her full range survey in 2022. That's that six-year
mark. And if we are still maintaining at |east 25 ewes
per recovery region, which at this point we have no
reason to believe will not be found, the departnent and

Fish and Wldlife Service will nove towards considering
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a downlisting to threatened.

And I will now turn the presentation over to
Ryan so he can share information with you about the
final topic, the Seasonal Closure of Devil's Canyon.

MR. CHATTERTON: Thank you, Any. Great
presentati on.

For the record, | am Ryan Chatterton, the field
manager for the El Centro Field O fice, and I'm pulling
up ny presentation now. Let ne get a thunbs-up if you
can see it.

MEMBER POWELL: | can see it, Ryan.

MR. CHATTERTON: Perfect. Thank you.

So | wanted to tal k today about the seasonal
access into Devil's Canyon Trail Area. This is
approximately eight mles west of Ccotillo, California.
It is on the grade as you head up towards San Di ego
County along the Interstate 8 corridor, and a |lot of the
trail actually resides in between the two
east bound- west bound | anes there.

This is a trail that's known for its
out st andi ng destination recreation opportunities. It
has sonme pretty well known four by four rock-craw ing
opportunities, and also that tied to Anmerican history as
this was a part of the first Wagon Trail between

San Diego, California and Yuma, Arizona with its
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historic tie to that historic Plank Road there in the
| nperial Sand Dunes.

The trail itself is only approximately 2.5
mles long and is that red section there identified in
the picture on the upper right. But to actually make
your way through this trail, it can take over ten hours,
as just the technical and specialized equi pnment that's
required in order to traverse it takes that extra tine.

Mot ori zed use was allowed on this trai
previously, but it was closed under the Western Col orado
Route of Travel designation process in 2002. The BLM
was able to reopen the trail to non-conpetitive
notori zed use through our Special Recreation Permt
process, as it was analyzed in 2010 to allow that. And
the reason why we're tying this in into the bighorn
sheep conversation is, this trail is |ocated within
critical habitat for the peninsul ar bighorn sheep.

As Any's map there depicted during her
presentation, the critical habitat runs through
| rperial, San Di ego, and Riverside Counties. And after
being |isted as endangered, the BLM went through the
process to adapt its managenent plans to ensure that
there was likely no effects to the peninsul ar bi ghorn
sheep while they're in critical habitat. However the

BLM was able to work with the U S. Fish and Wldlife
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Service to elimnate adverse inpacts to the peninsul ar

bi ghorn sheep through the managenent of notorized access
with utilizing the Special Recreation Permt process, as
wel | as stipulations associated with those events, as
well as mitigation measures.

And sonme of those itens are listed here for you
on this PowerPoint slide. So the trail is only open for
access outside of |anbing season for the peninsular
bi ghorn sheep. That is October 1st through April 30th
of each year. SRPs are only issued one weekend per
nonth, and that is to allow an extended period of tine
for which the peninsul ar bighorn sheep are then able to
use the resources within that canyon for that extended
period of time. And then size of groups are limted to
15 vehicles per day to help reduce the effects of noise
to the peninsul ar bi ghorn sheep.

In the past, interest in this trail has been
limted to one group, Tierra Del Sol. Typically they
woul d apply for rides throughout the w nter nonths.
However this trail is beconm ng nore popular, and we are
seeing increases in requests for Special Recreation
Permts to utilize this. W actually had enough
interest to fill up all of the availability in this |ast
year, and so we actually had to work with our applicants

to ensure that everybody had an opportunity to access
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this recreation opportunity. And thankfully many of the
groups were flexible and were willing to work with us.
But certainly there will be a need to | ook at potenti al
adaptations to our application process if it's needed

and we continue to see an increase in interest for this

route.

And so also we are working with partners on the
Devil's Canyon route. In 2020 we signed and adopted a
trail agreement with Tierra Del Sol. And as a part of

this agreenment as Tierra Del Sol is doing runs under a
Speci al Recreation Permt, they are also collecting
debris and trash that gathers in the canyon due to the
hi ghway traffic that is up above. The trash in that is
not fromuse of the trail. However it is caused by

wi nd- bl own garbage as well as other itens falling within
the canyon fromthat highway traffic above.

So in October of 2020 we were able to work with
them We installed signs at both the top and bottom of
the trail system and as well conducted one of those
cl eanup events, and we were able to haul out the trash
fromalong that trail and fill up a pretty large trailer
there. So it's great to have their partnership on this
trail and to provide those cleanup efforts out there.

Wth that, | would love to open it up to

guestions. But just one note, | guess, before we do
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that as well, in order for the BLMto consider changes
to the nmanagenent of this Devil's Canyon access trail,
certainly we would need to take a | ook and what those
potential changes are. So if there was interest in
opening this trail systemup, it would require an
extensive planning process that would take several
nmonths to conplete, as well as potential consultation
with the U S Fish and WIldlife Service to ensure that
potential inpacts to the peninsular bighorn sheep
popul ation could be mtigated as well. That
consultation would |likely also be required if we were to
change sonme of the current stipulations that we have
with our active SRPs if we were to increase the nunber
of individuals in each group or change the nunber of
trail weekends that could be utilized and nade avail abl e
for it. So it would be a pretty |engthy process.

We woul d certainly want to hear if there is
i nterest from nmenbers of the public, but at the sanme
time one that we would have to take some tinme to really
| ook into to ensure that we are mtigating any potentia
I npacts to the peninsular bighorn sheep.

Al right. Wth that | wuld |ike to go ahead
and open it up for questions for either Any Fesnock or
me. |'m happy to take questions as well on the

Devil's Canyon seasonal access.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you both very much.

Go ahead, Dan. You've got the floor.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you, Randy. | have a
question for both Any and a different one for Ryan.
Ay, you were tal king about how you have to reach
approximately 750 to delist the bighorn in that specific
area. How will the increased nunbers of bighorn in that
area to a point of delisting -- howis that going to
| npact the food available in the area? Being the desert
" m sure food can be scarce sonetines. |s there going
to be an issue if they increase with food availability?

MS. FESNOCK: | don't actually find grazers to
dramatically exceed the amount of avail able forage. So
what you end up seeing if forage is |acking or reduced
related to drought, the fenal es have fewer births or
kids don't really nmake it past that first year. So
there's kind of a natural nove that takes care of that.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you. | just wanted to
see how that panned out. And then Ryan, if ny limted
math skills are correct, for that Devil's trail, you're
basically only opening it up for six weekends a year.
Does that sound about right?

MR. CHATTERTON: | don't have the exact nunber
off the top of ny head, Dan, unfortunately. That does

sound approximately correct. So it is an extrenely
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limted access.

MEMBER TAYLOR: You're only open like six
nont hs a year, and you only all ow one weekend every
three weeks, so mathematically it's about six a year.
That does sound quite a bit restrictive for a popul ar
area. | would think you would have to figure out how to
make that sonehow find a way we can share this with the
bi ghorn sheep in a nore effective way versus siXx
weekends a year.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Counci |l menbers, the floor
is open. Ed, have you ever gone through the canyon?

MEMBER STOVIN: 1've walked a little ways into
it. Tierra Del Sol, they're a | ocal Jeep club that

pushed the Bureau of Land Managenent to nmake it an open

trail. It's very, very difficult, and it's very
difficult to ny understanding. | watched a short video
of it. For a short route, it's very rough. | don't

think there's a | ot of demand to get through it for
organi zations to get permts, because it's not an easy
route. But it's interesting.

I"d love to see it just open, of course. I'ma
not orcycle guy, and | haven't heard of any notorcycle
groups getting a permt to go through there.

| did want to ask maybe Amy, | would like to go

out and see bighorn sheep personally. And |I'm from
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San Diego, so | think the peninsular group would be the
easi est. \Where and when woul d be the best place to go

to get a live viewing? Any?

MS5. FESNOCK: Yeah, I'msorry. |I'mtrying
to --

MEMBER STOVIN:  Thi nki ng about it?

MS. FESNOCK: Yeah, so | am not going to be
able to give a good recommendation. |'msorry.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: | don't know if
you ever cone over to Palm Springs, but on San Jacinto
Mount ai n right outside of town, | see bighorn sheep
al nrost anytinme |'mout there hiking, if you're up there
early anyway.

MEMBER POVELL: | was going to say drive 74 at
sunrise, and they're beautiful standing up on the peaks
along 74. Also if you go to the golf tournament in
La Quinta in January, they're all over the golf course.
The players have to -- the professionals have to wait
for themto be clear

MEMBER STOVIN:. That's interesting. | had
heard people could see themin Coyote Canyon fromthe
bottom but there's water down there. But | was hoping
to get a better -- I'll contact Anza Borrego. Maybe
they' Il know.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open.
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Questions, conmments?

MEMBER POWELL: So | have a couple of questions
for Amy. On the undercrossings where you did not find
any of the sheep going under the freeway, do you have
any hypothesis as to why that is?

MS. FESNOCK: Well, so it really isn't in
bi ghorn sheep's nature to go under things. They are a
nount ai n-dwel | i ng species and tend to go up and over,
not under things. They are very sensitive to -- or very
wary of potential predation risks; right? So anytine
you're going down into a narrow passage, predation risks
are higher. W don't naturally -- right? -- if you were
t hi nki ng about this as a bighorn sheep -- right? --
those are the places where nmountain lions can wait, do a
sit-and-wait to do a predation attack. So they tend to
not .

If you | ook at bighorn sheep, all species and
subspeci es across the western U.S. underpasses are just
not -- they're just not used by bighorn sheep. They
want to go up and over.

MEMBER POWELL: The predation issue brings ne
to the next question about the man-nmade water supplies.
| mean, you would think that would draw all kinds of
animal s, including the mountain Iions and other things

that prey on the sheep and the other species. |Is that
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where you find nost of the bones and carcasses?

MS. FESNOCK: Generally not. Most of our water
sources are placed in a way where there is no hiding for
predators to be in. W did have a couple of natura
springs that had excessive vegetation growh that then
did lead to a couple of bighorn sheep kills by nountain
i ons, and BLM went out and actually cleared back sone
of that vegetation to create a nore open visual line and
| ess of a place to have those pounce attacks that you
woul d expect at a water source.

But when we're placing or developing a site for
an artificial water devel opnent, that site line is part
of the decision in the placenent to not set up
situations that nountain |lions could take advantage of.

MEMBER POWELL: And in the man-nade water
supplies, those are all standing water. So how is the
BLM addressing West Nile virus and nosquito i ssues and
all of that in standing water?

MS. FESNOCK: To the best of my know edge we
are not. These are standing waters in renpote access far
away from any kind of human population. So | don't
bel i eve we have addressed West Nile or West Nile has
ever cone as an issue.

MEMBER POWELL: Is that sonething that it m ght

be worthwhil e thinking about?
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CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Rhetorical question
accepted. | sure no they do attract bees. The bees
very nmuch enjoy that water source. |'ve seen that.

Questions?

MEMBER TAYLOR: | have one nore question for
Ryan. SRPs available for the trail, are all of them
I ssued each year, or are there spaces left open?

MR. CHATTERTON: It wasn't until this |ast year
that we actually ran out of the nunber of spaces
avai l abl e, so we had reservations for every weekend, and
this was the first year that we had actually seen that
occur. However we did have sone organi zations apply for
nore than one weekend, and we were able to accommodate
all SRP requests with the opportunity to run the trai
t hroughout it.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Ryan, is there cost for SRPs?

MR. CHATTERTON: There is cost associated with
processi ng Speci al Recreation Permt.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: \What is the cost, and how do
you cal cul ate that?

MR. CHATTERTON: The costs are standardized
t hroughout it. 1'mgoing to apologize, Dick. | don't
have the cost right off the top of ny head. Potentially
maybe another field manager would be able to help nme

with those costs. But generally there's an application
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fee that's associated with it that -- | wish | could
remenber it off the top of ny head. That's sonething I
can take a | ook at.

MEMBER HOLLIDAY: | think it would be pretty
standard. As far as | know, the SRP fees usually
consi st of what the cost of BLM does to manage the area
or whatever or taking a |look at it before and after and
everything. So | would think, because it would be the
same place every tine, it would be pretty nuch a
standard f ee.

MR. CHATTERTON: Correct.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Sorry, Dan. So essentially
you have your application fee, and like all SRPs, first
50 hours sort of on the house. If it goes over, those
hours are attributed your small group club. Only
runni ng 15 vehicles not conpetitive, you're not going to
get 50 hours. It won't be cost recovery. Certainly
you're | ooking at the application fee, and the club my
have costs in order to be able to get into the area and
run according to the stipul ations.

Dan, are you good?

MEMBER TAYLOR: |'m good. Thank you so much

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: This has actually changed a

lot. We had a presentation on this maybe ten years ago
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or nore, and it was when the BLM was contenpl ating or
actually had probably just started the planning process
to be able to allow for permtted events, because |
recall it was closed in the WECO, right?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah, WECO, Western Col orado.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  So it was closed in the
Western Col orado. When they were starting to initiate
planning to allow it to be used again by notor vehicles,
| recall Dan being rubbed, as you feel now, that it was
to be a club, organization. You can't just be, "What
happened to casual use?" and so on. But you know, a | ot
has changed. | can see much has changed since then.

The programis, in my opinion, |ike managenent with a
capital M It really is being managed, and it's got a
pl an.

And a second thing | just kind of want to
transition into is that now that we're seeing the slots
being filled, you know, that's certainly interesting to
see and interesting froma |ong-term perspective, but |
think also, folks, don't mss any opportunity to put
your finger on yet another exanple of how outdoor
recreation and people's use of our Public Lands over the
| ast couple of years is just at a |l evel few have ever
seen before.

And | wonder about -- sorry. |I'mgetting
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really tangental, but I'min Jawbone, and |"'mreally
curious about Thanksgiving this year. Last year our
region had an all-time record of sone 200, 000 visitors.
| nean that's |ike adding Coachella, essentially,

200, 000, visitors. And yet it's done with a shoestring
team of a half dozen BLM rangers and a half dozen

State Park rangers, and yet no nmgpj or nedicals, no ngmjor
i ncidences. It was pretty remarkabl e.

But | wonder if we'll have that sanme luck this
year. Qur Public Lands are being well enjoyed by our
public right now, very well enjoyed, and | don't say it
as a bad thing. It's areally, really good thing. 1It's
great that it's seeing the | ove, but we've really got to
keep an eye on it and make sure it doesn't get too nuch
| ove in sone pl aces.

The floor is open before I nove on.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | agree. It's difficult to
manage the difference between access and preservation,
and then that's a very fine line to walk. And | am
surprised at how much work the BLM puts into trying to

do that to the best of their ability. So |I applaud them

for trying to make that happen, but | do understand it
is such a difficult line to try to find and to manage.
CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | want to point everybody's

attention to an L. A Tines article Septenmber 16th. It's
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about the desert terrain that Anmy tal ked about that's
that fornerly Desert Express train. |It's got a new nane
now, Victorville to Vegas. This is like really
happening, sort of. It's like really right there. And
if you read the article, you get a sense that the

bi ghorn sheep issue is sort of one of the last things in
front of them before this thing really happens.

And they discuss at | ength of overpasses and

the cost. | forgot what the nunbers were, Ay, but it
had an awful |ot of zeroes at the end of it -- | think,
in the tens of mllions, if not something |ike a hundred
mllion or 60, 30 mllion and beyond for crossing?

MS. FESNOCK: So | saw that as well. | can
tell you that that is not -- that picture of the

overpass | showed you that was in Arizona did not have
that kind of price tag. It is unclear to ne how the
proponents of the train are com ng up with such
exorbitant pricing. But that doesn't match. | nean, if
you |l ook at the wildlife overcrossings that -- because
there's nunmerous of themthat have been put into Arizona
and Nevada, Colorado, Utah, if they really have that
kind of price tag, | nean state Departnent of
Transportation agencies wouldn't be able to afford them
So there's sonething going on in those nunbers,

and we need to really look to other states to find out
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if it's changes or requirenents that Caltrans are
putting in that may not be needed or where that kind of
di sconnect is, why this is being estimted at such a
dramatically higher price than what we've seen in other
st ates.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Dick, do you renmenber when
we all worked hard to get an overpass down at |nperi al
to get across the tracks when the railroad didn't want
peopl e going over it, and didn't it take something |like
$110 mllion or sonething like that?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Still working on that. They
just had a consultant give thema few scenarios for the
four different passes. | don't know what the status of
that is there.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Whw, so that's still going.
Okay. See, that's why need these group and subgroup
reports. I'mtotally behind it.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Just a few weeks ago they had
a presentation by the consultant on the four different
ways that they were proposing and which sol ution they
wanted the best. And at that point in tinme it's about
done.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Forgive ne, Any, if |
m ssed this in your presentation. W have over the

15 -- we've got the crossing at Afton, Rasor. | think
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Zzyzx has a crossing. Are those used? Wre there any
attenpts, or is it still too dangerous even with the
occasional offranmp traffic?

MS5. FESNOCK: So | don't have any information
| would have to circle back to CDFW and Oregon State to
see what the collared animals are doing in those areas.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Just curious. W have the
three exit overpasses there. Also that one at Afton is

very close to Cave, and that one at Rasor is very close

to Soda. | wonder if there m ght be opportunity to tie
that in. But just saying, | wonder if they' re using
t hose overpasses at all. | hardly ever see them hardly
ever.

MS. FESNOCK: | was going to say, what | can

tell you is that, if we had coll ared sheep approachi ng
t hose, that would have been reported by OSU

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Bi ngo.

MS. FESNOCK: So | don't know if that neans we
need to | ook to other populations to see if other
sub- herds are using those areas or not, but the existing
col l ared sheep are not.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Boom the power of G S.
Thank you.

MS. FESNOCK: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yep, got it.
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Anyone el se have anything to ask Any or Ryan or
coments or questions?

MEMBER MARTIN: | just have a suggestion on
t hese overpasses in conjunction with the rail. A large
portion of the rail would be placed underground because
of the gradient of 1-15. So the rail can provide you
with an outlay of their design, illustrating areas where
the track will be underground. And that may coincide
with some of the areas selected for potential crossing
sites.

MS. FESNOCK: Thank you.

MEMBER STOVIN: | thought it was fascinating
that you could identify a potential crossing place based
on the tracking of their radio collars. | thought that
was ki nd of amazing that you would know where to put a
bridge that you would nost |ikely get animls crossing.

On that bridge by the dunes that we've been
tal king about to cross the railroad tracks, there was
four scenarios, and the cost ranged fromten to
$30 mlIlion per bridge. But the biggest holdup is to
find an agency. It could be BLM it could be Caltrans,
it could be the County of Inperial, maybe sonme others.
The railroad certainly doesn't want it, so that's a big
chal | enge down there that they're working on.

| mperial Transportation Conm ssion funded a
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study to figure out what would be the best way to go
crossing the train tracks. And what's going on down
there is people at the sand dunes used to be able to go
under the railroad tracks, and the railroad decided they
didn't want people going underneath, and they filled in
the tunnels. So people still want to go to the BLM I and
on the east side of the tracks to explore over there, so
that's what this bridge is about, if it ever cones to
fruition.

But, yeah. Fascinating with tracking those
sheep and getting an idea where they go. | guess a
bri dge woul d not have to be sturdy enough for vehicles.
Maybe sheep don't weigh that nmuch. Mybe you could find
a way to have a bridge for the sheep and prohibit
vehicles on it.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Sorry. We were having a
little housekeeping while we |istened to you. And do
you, Mchelle, want to take that comrent that you had
pendi ng?

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: Sorry. | nust have m ssed
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: I n the chat.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: Is that regardi ng the cost
of the SRP?

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: | wonder where it went.
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Let's see.

MS. FESNOCK: So there's a nenber of the public
who has information, and he's raised his hand. And
there's a question of whether we can give hima
m crophone so he can share information related to the
DAC questi on.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yeah, and this is the kind
of thing that used to frustrate the other DAC nenbers,
because Bob Burke was really instrumental as a DAC
menber for so long, and he's active in the Society For
Conservation of Bighorn Sheep. And if he could bend our
ear for two mnutes, | think we'd benefit, and then
maybe we could wrap-up and hit our lunch break. | stil
think we'll be able to neet the schedul e that we have
here today, so | don't think we'll lose any time in the
long run, if there's no objections.

Can M chell e nake that happen?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: We haven't done it in the
past, but unless, Andrew, you have a concern, | know
that typically we do |imt public participation and
i nput to the public comment period. But since it is
relevant to this topic, do you have a concern?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: |I'mfine with it.
| agree it's specific to this topic and nowis the tinme

to hear it.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Just wanting to field the
floor due to specific expertise as well as being a
menber of our extended DAC famly.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you.

Card, can we turn on that particular
I ndi vi dual's m crophone?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: M. Burke, are you

t here?

MR. BOVBE: Bob, you are unnuted on our end. |
see you have unnuted yourself, but we still aren't
hearing you. | wanted to check with you, make sure you

don't have another nuting device on your headphones or
sonething like that. You could potentially not have the
correct input setting as well. So you can doubl e check
that on the bottom of your Zoom wi ndow. Just make sure
that you have the correct device.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Well, thank you for us
trying to extend that. | think Bob woul d understand
ri ght before lunch, but | did my best to fit himin
Maybe we can work on the audio issues and catch him
again after lunch, if not before or during the public
comment. Sorry about that, Bob. Technology hits us
someti nmes.

Wth that, are there any other coments from

the council nenbers on this? That's it. Floor is open.
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Not hearing any other comments, if there's no objections
from everybody, let's take our lunch break. | apologize
for 17 mnutes late. | think we can still count on a
30-m nute lunch. Andrew, Mchelle, | think we can do
that and say that we'll be back 30 m nutes from now.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Let's see.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  12:47, or 12:50 rounded up.
I"d be fine with that.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Perfect.

Everybody, enjoy your |unch.
(Lunch break.)

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right, Randy,
"Il let you resune, if you woul d.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Terrific. Welconme back,
everybody. Hope you had a good lunch. And | hope
you're all ready to junp into an afternoon session wth
sonme nore issues, |and nmanagenent issues. I'mgoing to
turn the floor over to Anmy again to junp into her second
presentation, this one on desert springs, and then we'l
take sone nore comrents and questions fromthe DAC after
t hat .

So wel conme back, Any. You're back on board;
right?

MS. FESNOCK: Yes, | am Thank you, Randy.

CHAl RPERSON BANI'S:  Terrific. The floor is
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yours.

MS. FESNOCK: Ckay. So ny talk this afternoon
i's covering Desert Spring Study Update. The objectives
of the desert spring study was to understand the
hydr ol ogi ¢ and bi ol ogi ¢ conditions existing at the
springs to provide a baseline condition that we can use
going forward to understand how water sources nmay be
changing in the evolving changes of uses in the desert,
to help BLM focus future work efforts, and to provide
reconmendations for the long-termnonitoring of spring
and water resources and recommendations for BLM
managenment of those resources.

There was initial work that was done on springs
in the 2012-2014 tinmeframe that covered water sources in
the Palm Springs and EIl Centro Field Ofices. The npst
recent study that was conducted from 2015 t hrough 2020
when the report was witten focused nore on Barstow,

Ri dgecrest, and Needles as the primary study areas, with
a handful of springs up in our Bishop Field Ofice and a
revisit of a handful of springs in the Pal m Springs
Field Ofice.

The data that was collected, they started with
an extensive literature review of all of the springs
that they could find docunented in the California Desert

District area. For a subset of those, we went out to
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the field and did an assessnment of the functional
condition of the spring. |If there was water that was
flow ng, flow nmeasurenents were collected. Springs that
had water aboveground or surface water we coll ected
water quality sanples, we took tenperatures, pH
connectivity, total dissolved solids, and oxygen. A
wat er sanple was collected to do a stable isotope
anal ysis. The three stable isotopes that were eval uated
were tritium radiocarbon, and deuterium Those three
hel p us determ ne the age of the water and whether the
water is associated with recent rains or |ocal spring
conditions, localized spring conditions or whether the
water at a spring is associated with groundwater and is
therefore ol der water that's been accunul ati ng over
tinme.

Notes were made on the aninmals and plants that
were present, and then there was a review and a
docunentation of water right filings for all of the
springs. Wen it conmes to what was found related to
wat er rights, approxinmately 100 springs had BLM wat er
rights, approximtely 40 springs had private water
rights, and there were six springs where the California
Departnment of Fish and WIdlife had a water right.

In our survey results for this particular

study, 472 springs were identified. 132 of those
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springs were only reviewed in the office. They were
done as research docunentation, review ng and anal ysi s
fromaerial imgery that had been collected in 2016.

These 131 springs were not field verified
primarily due to access issues or difficulties in
getting to the springs, or they were determ ned to be
several days of |ike backpacking in, and the cost to get
to that survey was questioned what value it woul d have
related to the cost that it would be to get the
i nformati on.

341 of the 472 springs were field inspected.
Of those field-inspected springs, 172 of them had
surface water. Many of those surface water springs had
standing water or flow that was | ess than one gallon a
m nute. The largest flowi ng surface water is the
Shoshone Springs at 265 gallons per mnute.

Of those of 172 springs with surface water,
nost of the springs were identified as being fresh water
springs, where the total dissolved solids were |ess than
1,000 mcrograns per liter. Thirty-one of the springs
were identified as being brackish, where total dissolved
solids were between 1,000 and 10,000 m crograns per
liter, and none of the springs net the qualifications to
be consi dered sali ne.

In general the pH of the water that was tested
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ran from seven to 8.5. The nost acidic spring out there
was the | ower centennial spring at 6.2 pH And to give
you an idea of how acidic that is, black coffee has a pH
of five, where mlk and saliva have a pH of 6.3 to 6.6.
So slightly nore acidic than m |k but not as acidic as
cof f ee.

The npst basic spring out there was
Borax Spring at a pH of 10.31. And again to place that
in reference for you, basic baking Soda has a pH of 9.5,
and ammoni a has a pH of 10.5, so a little |ess basic
t han ammoni a.

In I ooking at the radioactive isotopes, stable
i sotopes, 21 of the springs were identified as being
groundwat er fed, not having sufficient surface water or
precipitation to keep them going. They are purely out
t here based on groundwater percolating up.

Spring condition. The mpjority of the springs
t hat were found had been previously used or altered by
humans. These alterations include spring boxes,
di version pipes. Sorry for that typo. Check dans,
troughs, audits and evacuati ons where you had cl eared
out material to nmake the spring nore accessi bl e.

Whet her the spring was in W1 derness or not had
little bearing on the condition of the springs. And our

assessnent or evaluation of that is that hunmans have
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been devel oping water in the desert |ong before 1965,
when the W derness Act was created. So that kind of
W | derness | abel doesn't change whether a spring had
been previously altered or used by humans, given the
human occupati on and devel opment in the desert over
tinme.

And many of the springs appear to have been
I npact ed by regional groundwater usage, as far as flows
appear to be less than what they had been previously.

As far as future work goes, we are interested
in establishing a | ong-term nonitoring program for the
springs in the California Desert Conservation Area. The
recommendation is to not continue to nonitor all 170
t hat have surface water but instead to concentrate on a
sanpl e size of approximately 50 springs. And the Desert
District covers about 11 different eco-regions, so we
woul d want those 50 springs to be distributed to cover
all of those eco-regions.

At these 50 | ocations we would be interested in
gat hering basic water quality nmeasurenents at | east once
a year and | ooking at spring discharge being nmeasured
probably once a year as well.

Because of the influence that precipitation has
on water quality and di scharge, we woul d probably want

to focus those annual nmeasuring events later in spring
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or perhaps in fall so we're then | ooking at nore of a
consi stent what's com ng out of the ground and not being
i nfl uenced by recent precipitation.

And by | ooking at these 50 springs over tine,
we can then get an idea of whether groundwater usage is
havi ng an effect on available water for wildlife and
natural uses, and agai n whet her those changes in
precipitation are affecting water available for the
nat ural system

Wth that | will open it back up to Randy to
see if there are any questions.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Terrific. Thank you.
Appreci ate that, Amy. As you were going through your
presentations, | kept witing down questions you kept
answering. You have a way of doing that.

Al right. 1'mgoing to turn the floor over to
our council nmenbers and see if they have questions and
comments on the presentation. |I'mgoing to try to
return to the grid.

MS. FESNOCK: | can end ny slide show.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Go ahead. Who wants to go
first? Thanks.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | would like to if | could.
Ay, sone of those springs that you said you found

evi dence of human interaction pre-1965, are any of those
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structures that were built there or used, would they
maybe fall into some historical issues where we'd have
to try to maintain or preserve what's there?

MS5. FESNOCK: So |I have to admt that | am not
a water specialist. This was a recent assignnent given
to ne. And | was given the overarching reports, but |
did not delve -- so a large summary report was prepared,
but then for each of the springs, there is a -- each
spring has its own file and individual report, and | did
not | ook at those.

So ot her than giving you the | arge
qualifications that | just gave, | do not have any
i nformati on on whet her those water devel opnments woul d
fall under the Historic Preservation Act and we woul d
need to protect or maintain themas cultural resources
or not.

At this point | don't think we are | ooking at
nodi fying or changi ng any of the structures that are out
there, and it's nore a tracking of the water and is the
wat er still available or not.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: To tag onto that,
there are aren't a |lot of springs in the desert, but
they' re super inportant to the different wildlife and
different vegetation communities out there. And so we

had started this study of what is going, on a couple of
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different studies, for years before |I came on board, and
It was a partnership with the Nature Conservancy. And

t hose studies basically ended, and so what we're trying
to do is look at that information and come up to speed
ourselves on what's the situation out there, if you
will.

And so that was the assignnment through the
district: Let's take this information and try to figure
out what we know about it and what kind of our next
steps mght be. | thought it would just be a useful
presentation to the DAC to understand that this work has
been going on and the inportance of those springs.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you. | do appreciate it
because | think it is an inportant factor to consider
the water source out there and what's been touched what
hasn't been touched and its conditions and so forth and
how it inpacts the environnment. | think it's inportant
she brought this together.

Thank you, Any. | enjoyed that presentation.

MEMBER POWELL: So, Any, my question is, on the
tenperature of the springs, were any of them considered
hot springs that were studi ed?

MS. FESNOCK: In the summary report they did
I ndi cate that sonme of the springs did nmeasure upwards of

48 degrees Celsius, which | do believe equals the hot

Page 120



spring qualification. Based on the summary that | had,

| would have had to delve into each individual file to
figure out a total count for hot springs. That was not
provided in the report, so | can't |let you know how many
there are. But yes, the surveys did cover what woul d be
consi dered hot springs.

MEMBER POWELL: And is the spring that had the
nost gal l ons-per-mnute flow, where was that |ocated? |
don't know those by nane for sure.

MS. FESNOCK: That is in the Anmargosa
Watershed, so it's in the Barstow Field Ofice. That
wat er source starts off on private property, and the
private | andowner is a huge partner in the conservation
of water in the Amargosa River area, and then that water
does then flow down into BLM adm ni stered | ands.

VMEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: That was the site of
anot her previous BLMfield trip.

MS. FESNOCK: Yes. Anmargosa i s amazing.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We're | ooking forward to
getting those back on our cal endar again. That's the
stuff that we've been m ssing.

Questions, conments?

MEMBER STOVIN: This is Ed. Was there any

goals in the study besides factfinding?
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MS. FESNOCK: No, no, absolutely not. This
really is the establishment of the baseline to
understand what's out there and to use that as the kind
of springboard or steppingstone to devel opi ng what | am
expecting to be an assignnent to ne the |long-term
managenment or nonitoring plan for the 50 springs that we
shoul d kind of be tracking over the next several years.

MEMBER STOVIN. All right. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: M ght this be able to
dovetail into |like renewable energy planning, for
exanpl e, you know, concerns over groundwater, concerns,
like in the Chuckwalla Basin, that this study m ght
provi de sone sort of baseline indicators or conditions
that are going on in that greater basin?

MS. FESNOCK: So I'mgoing to tentatively
answer yes, again remnding folks that I amnot a water
specialist or a hydrologist. | ama wldlife biologist
by training. But there are a series of groundwater
nmeters -- | believe it's pronounced "piezoneters" --
that are in the Coachella District area that we do use
to help track groundwater. We have sim | ar groundwater
nmeters up in the Amargosa Basin.

But yes, pairing those groundwater neters with
what is happening at a surface level is inmportant for

telling the story as far as what waters are avail abl e
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for other uses that are out there, nostly wldlife.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The floor is open. Well,
t hank you, Any. | appreciate that very much. It was
nice of you to cone back and share another study with
us. After presentations on the waterless desert of the
bi ghorn sheep and the desert springs, that was making nme
thirsty there.

We're pretty much back on track. Before we
| aunch into the next item which are the field office
and BLM reports, | wanted to beg the pardon of the
Desert Advisory Council and see if | can reconnect again
briefly with Bob Burke. And nmaybe if | can throw the
floor to himfor two minutes with respect to the bighorn
sheep issue, | don't think he'll disappoint us with
respect to his perspective.

Are you still there? Can you do this for us
for a couple m nutes?

MR. BURKE: | hope | am Am1| on?

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  You're on, Bob. Thank you.
Wl come back.

MR. BURKE: Thank you, Randy. Good to see you,
Katrina, Carl, Mke. | don't know hardly anybody el se,
the court reporter. |I'mknown as the sheep whisperer.
And if you want to see bighorn sheep, conme see ne. |

will take you to where they're at. They're within 20
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mles of Barstow. |'m past vice president of the
Soci ety for Conservation of Bighorn Sheep. |[|'ve been
i nvol ved with bighorn sheep for over 20 years.

Any, your study about crossings, | actually did
t hat canera study because of the Soda Mountain Sol ar
Project. | have recovered bighorn sheep off the I-15
and the 1-40, there at Cave that you were tal king about.

The only place that | have actually w tnessed
the sheep cross under the freeway is that very |arge
culvert. The rest of themall the way from Rasor Road
to Zzyzx, no traffic underneath whatsoever.

We did ask for mtigation for two wildlife
corridors over the freeway, in fact, when Soda Muntain
Sol ar was trying to get up and running. | know where
that information came fromwith the collars and that. |
hel ped capture and collar those sheep. Thank you for
your presentation on that. | think the nunbers m ght
not be quite right, but you re pretty close.

And as far as the water goes for your springs,
| have a four-inch binder of about 600 pages of springs
and wildlife water sources that | my be willing to nmake
avail able to the bureau again, if you're interested.

We | ost close to 600 sheep to a disease in the
O d Dad Mountains, and that's finally starting to cone

back. Your peninsula sheep, | understand fromwhat |'m
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getting fromDr. Whausen and that, that population is
rapidly growing again. But I'ma little concerned about
the cost for the wildlife corridors or the overpasses.
The last thing that we had from California DOT was

$1 million for a small, narrow wildlife corridor over
the interstate in the area of Soda Mountain, so if that
hel ps you guys make any deci si ons.

Again, if you need anything for sheep, get
ahold of me and I will point you in the direction. The
Newberry Mountains, we're really trying to get that
drinker system noved where we can use the new
rai n-catching system Two inches of annual rainfall on
t hat 3, 000-square-foot Hypalon rain mat.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Bob, I'"'mgoing to cut you

of f here, though. 1'mglad you stuck around until after
| unch. | got to second that. Bob showed me nmy first
bi ghorn sheep, so |I'm sure, Ed, he'll show you yours.

|'"ve seen that binder. He's not lying, a binder of an
enor nous anount of spring information on the desert
spring.

Thanks, Bob. | appreciate it. Hope you stick
around. We'Il have nore tinme on public comment. And
t hanks for sharing that. W niss you.

MR. BURKE: All right.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Next itemon the agenda is
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the BLM Reports. So I'mgoing to toss it to Andrew, and
we're all ears. W' ve got our printed reports. Thanks,
M chelle, for getting those out for us. And we've had a
chance to kind of |ook themover and even forward them
around. Thanks.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Just a few opening
comments here, but thank you, Bob. Really appreciate
the information. And, yeah, we definitely would be
I nterested in anything you' ve got on springs in the
desert. And like | said, you know, | assigned it to
Anmy. She is not a hydrologist. W do have a
hydr ol ogi st on our table of organization that we're
wor ki ng towards filling, and hopefully we can bring
sonebody on board to really focus on springs and water
in the desert.

So I'"Il just open up with a couple of comments
for the Desert District and BLMin general. You m ght
be aware that on Thursday the Senate confirmed Tracy
St one- Manni ng as our new BLM director. W have not had
a director for four or five years, so it's nice to see
t hat happen and nove forward, so we'll be starting the
new year off here with a new director in place. And
Nada Cul ver, who was our acting director, will sinmply
slip into her position as the deputy director for policy

and adm ni stration, or something to that effect.
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So we just issued a press release calling for
DAC applications. W have two vacancies in Category 2,
so if you know of anybody that's interested in joining
you all on the DAC, definitely beat the bush to and get
the word out. The nore applicants we can get, the
better. So we'd just really appreciate it if you woul d
do that. Also take a |ook at the DAC website. | think
there's application information on the website as well.

We al so have four positions, four of you whose
terns will expire in June of '22. Those fol ks are Ed,
Dan, Jim and Paul. And if you are interested in
reappl yi ng, please reach out to Mchelle | ook at the
website and get your applications back in. That woul d
be great.

Li ke Randy had nmentioned, we, the BLM and the
Fish and Wldlife Service are being sued over the WEMO
deci sion and the associ ated route network and
protections for desert tortoise. Just informational.
Just want you to know that's going on. W also received
a 60-day Notice of Intent to be sued over our nanagemnent
of the Amargosa vole. That was directed at both BLM and
the Fish and WIildlife Service. So a couple of active
cases going on. | won't say nuch nore than that other
than they're out there and we're working on them

That's it for me. Any questions for ne before
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we dive over to the field offices?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Gotcha. Go ahead.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. That's
where the work happens, so that's where we'll spend our
timte. We're going to start off wi th Barstow.

Katri na.

M5. SYMONS: Hi. Good afternoon. | just want
to add to Any's presentation that, when it conmes to
springs, the field offices also conduct proper
functioning condition assessnents of springs. And, at
| east for Barstow, we also work with USGS on the
installation of three water nonitoring wells in the
Amargosa. And if anyone has been out to Dunont, one of
those wells is right after the | ow-water crossing at the
Amar gosa as you're entering that recreation area.

And then we al so have piezonmeters placed in
Afton within the Mojave Trails National Mnunment. So
BLMreally is doing sone extensive work when it conmes to
our springs and groundwater, know ng how precious that
resource is.

Let nme go to nmy report for Barstow. | have a
few updates. For our Calico Early Man Site the contract
for the remediati on work for public health has been
awarded. We woul d be expecting to start that work. It

will probably be towards the end of this year, the
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begi nni ng of next year.

And Johnson Valley Of Hi ghway Vehicle
Recreation Area, the Marines have shortened their
trai ning exercise, and as such the shared-use area w ||
now be cl osed from Oct ober 22nd t hrough Novenber 1st.

It originally was schedul ed to get closed by
Cct ober 15th, but once again that's been postponed until
August the 22nd (as spoken).

Even though the shared-use area will be
tenporarily closed, other parts of Johnson Valley wll
be open to the public during that tinme, including the
G ant Rock area of Cougar Buttes, Anderson, and North
Ander son, and so plenty of places for the public to
recreate.

In the realmof the West Myjave, we conpl eted
the eighth year of the route nonitoring, and we have
just started the ninth year. This will be the |last year
of the route nonitoring that we commtted to within our
Record of Decision. 1In EIl Mrage, we've acquired 1600
acres of land in Phases 3 and 4 of that |and acquisition
project that we've partnered with the San Bernardi no
County.

And nore work around the Amargosa. W al so
conpleted the 17th year of bird surveys. Unfortunately

we' ve received the results of the bird surveys for this
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year and found a 15-percent decrease in the Least Bell's
Vireo territories, and there was only four pairs that
successfully raised fledglings in the first nest

attenpt, and there were no second nest attenpts.

It is believed that the decline is due to
drought conditions that extended down into the w nter
range in Mexico, as well as north through the mgration
path to the Anmargosa.

Associ ated with the Amargosa vole habitat, on
Sept enber 28th, the second phase of the weir
i nstallati on at Borehol e was conpleted by the Inyo
County Road Departnent. We are now nonitoring that work
to ensure that the water |level is maintained at the
proper |level so that -- we want to make sure that vole
habitat is protected.

And then for the good news, is for fiscal year
'22, we've received $300,000 in funding to continue the
vol e habitat enhancenent project at Borehole, and that
woul d wi nd up basically creating a nega-marsh for the
vol e.

And that is all that |I have for updates.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Any
questions for Katrina?

MEMBER STOVIN: This is Ed. You said that

El Mrage is going to gain a few hundred acres. |[|s that
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an inholding, or is that expanding the perinmeter?

M5. SYMONS: So in 2019 the Dingell Act
expanded the perinmeter by about 15 acres. The 1600
acres |I'mtal king about is actually inholdings.

MEMBER STOVIN: Very good.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: |'ve got a question for you
about the Ivanpah Solar Plant. Years ago when | was on
t he Desert Advisory Council, we went out there before
they were building it. And | wanted to find out, does
t he BLM do any ki nd of managenent or review of their
operating practices out there?

M5. SYMONS: So that is on the Needles Field
Ofice, and I will turn that response over to M ke.

MR. AHRENS: Thank you. Yeah, there is ongoing
nonitoring for just the operation in general, water
usage, wildlife, the tortoise in particular that that
conpany does through contractors annually, and they
subm t annual reports to us. And so there is sone
ongoi ng information that's gathered through that.

And then also we try to continue to coordinate
with them on operational issues and what have you as
well. We've actually had a pretty good rel ationship
with themthere.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: My concern was t hat

understood that -- | was reading the EA that they did
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when they built that plant, and | noted that they' re not
using a lot of gas fromthe gas |ine that they put in.
And | just wondered if anybody |ooked -- if they ever
speci fied how much gas they were going to use versus
generating from sol ar.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, | don't have that
information off nmy head. | think it probably could be
acquired both through the initial plan and then | ooking
at the annual nonitoring reports.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: And does the BLM receive a
fee for amount of generation that's generated?

MR. AHRENS: We do. Qur solar plants are
charged a conbination of rent for the use with the | and
and then also a negawatt fee for the production of
energy.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Ckay. Thank you. [|'msorry.
| thought that was Barstow, but it wasn't.

MR. AHRENS: |It's okay.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Any
ot her questions for Katrina?

MEMBER TAYLOR: Yeah. Katrina, |'msure
probably asked this question before, but sonetines I
forget things, so I'"'mgoing to ask it again. Wth the
Di ngel | Act expandi ng Johnson Val l ey and EI M rage,

especially Johnson Valley, when the mlitary cones in
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and does their training, a large portion of that is
closed for that period of time. There's not a whole | ot
| eft over for -- at least |I'mtal king specifically for
filmng right now VWhen or if wll the EAs be anended
to include those additional areas so that film ng can
happen like in G ant Rock or in these new expansion
acres for EIl Mrage, because both Johnson and EIl M rage,
before this Dingell Act the entire area was open for
filmng. But at this point now, with this Dingell Act,
they're not all open. So | would |like to see how can we
get this corrected or noved forward so those extra acres
can be utilized for film ng.

MS. SYMONS: Well, right now both Johnson
Vall ey and EIl Mrage, those expansion acres are being
managed consistent with the existing managenent pl ans.
We have requested funding to get the biological and
cultural resource work done. W did not receive funding
in "22 on our prelimnary target allocation, and so now
it's basically, to get those base cl earance surveys
done, we're just waiting for the funding, and then that
woul d provide us that baseline in order to go into
preparing any type of managenent plan anendnment.

MEMBER TAYLOR: So it all comes down to noney,
huh?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Very observant,
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Dan. All right. Thank you, Katrina.

Anybody el se have a question for Katrina there?
Jayne, do you have a question?

MEMBER POVWELL: | do. On the renewable w nd
testing projects, are the test projects the precursors
to potentially full-scale wind farns? |Is that how that
wor ks?

MS. SYMONS: Yeah. So they put up the MET
towers first in order to wind up saying whether or not
it was going to be feasible in order to put in turbines.
But you know, we've encouraged the applicant to talk

with the Departnent of Defense, and right now we are

still in that pre-application phase. W've also
encouraged themto talk with tribes as well. So we're
still waiting to wind up getting feedback fromthe

Department of Defense right now as well as the tribes.
VMEMBER POWELL: So when they do the testing
project and submt the NEPA docunentation, is that just
for the test stations, or does that cover the entire
project with the test station being the initial step?
M5. SYMONS: Yeah. That will only wind up
covering the four tower |ocations. [It's about a
300-f oot radius around each tower, as well as short,
little access roads off of BLM designated roads.

MEMBER POWELL: Thank you
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DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you, Katrina. | really appreciate that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Andrew, | just wanted to
chime in. Ed Stovin brought up EIl Mrage and
acqui sition of inholdings. As background, the EIl M rage
OHV area is unusual. It was checkerboard |and severa
decades ago, and through a partnership between the BLM
the County of San Bernardi no, and the Of H ghway Mot or
Vehi cl e Recreation division of the Departnment of State
Par ks and Recreation of the State of California, the
three of those agencies fornmed a partnership, and nonies
were made avail able to purchase from other parties the
i nhol di ngs.

So over the course of the |ast several decades
owners of those | ands have opted to sell that |and, and
over every so many nonths through a process of vetting
and transferring, those |ands are transferred from

private ownership to county ownership and then to BLM

ownership. | believe that's sonmewhat how it works.
And just for information, | believe there's
about maybe 130-ish parcels still left to acquire, and

the fund is very well-funded at about two to
$2.1 mllion, thanks to the San Bernardi no County's w se
managenment of those assets. So there should be plenty

of funds to acquire the rest, if we could just get the
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rest to accept the buy-out, including that marijuana
grow that just happens to be inside the park. [|'d
encourage themto sell.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thanks, Randy.
That's interesting.

Al right. W're going to bunp down to
El Centro with Ryan.

MR. CHATTERTON: All right. Good afternoon,
everyone. Just a couple of updates on the projects that
| have listed there on the report in front of you.

First we'll touch on East Mesa Sol ar and Green Hydrogen
facility. W did receive notification fromthe conpany
that they plan to update their proposed project with the
Bureau of Land Managenent, likely to remove the

geot hermal -only area that has been desi gnated they
initially identified as an area they wish to construct
solar energy facilities on. So we are awaiting nore

i nformati on fromthe conpany before proceeding further
with our review W are still in the pre-application
stages of that project and will likely be there until we
hear nore fromthe conpany.

Second project update that's not |isted here in
your report is for the Inperial Gold USA Project. This
Is an exploratory plan of operation to conduct drilling

activities out in the Indian Pass area that is east of
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the Inperial Sand Dunes, for geographic reference. They
have al so notified our office of their intent to update
their proposal as well, and so that project is currently
not being processed until we receive further information
fromthe conpany. So two updates there on projects that
have been previously |isted.

Another itemto update on is the U S. Marines
heli copter m shap at the Salton Sea test base. Qur
meetings with Marine Corps Installation West have been
going well, and we are actually now al so i ncorporating
not only conversations on that devel opment of an SOP to
work on future m shaps, should they occur, but we are
al so working with their training departnment and the FAA
to identify that Salton Sea test base Area of Critical
Envi ronmental Concern as an area that should be avoi ded
for any unplanned or unauthorized planning activities.

So we are discussing a couple of options there
on how to provide those notifications and working
t hrough that process. W' ve received sone positive
comments with our initial contacts and | ooking forward
to continuing that partnership to keep our nenbers of
the public and the mlitary as they're out there
training and doing their exercises safe.

Just Friday, yesterday, actually, we did

receive al so an update for the border feds construction

Page 137



coordination or entry there. W received notification
fromCBP as well as U S. Arny Corps of Engineers that
their contractors have renobilized out at the site for
the border barrier project in the Jacunba W derness
Area, and they are now conducting what is called
make-safe activities. That consists of filling in any
open trenches, cutting any exposed rebar, as well as
ensuring that conditions out there onsite are safe for
operations that they inplenent with their activities, as
well as nake the site safe for any nenmber of the public
that is visiting Jacunmba W derness Area. So they are
currently nmobilizing this week and plan to have al
make-safe activities conpleted by the end of the
cal endar year in Decenber.

Updat es on projects that are not |isted there.
The Truckhaven Geot hermal Lease Area and geot herma

exploration, Ormat has identified that they intend to

drill the first exploratory well here in October. |
don't have an exact date as to when that wll be
delivered or will be drilled, but it's great to see that

proj ect nmoving forward.

BLM finalized review of these exploratory wells
in an EA. Then notice to proceed, or a notice, an NO
was signed on March 15th of 2020. So | ooking forward

for that to happen.
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We are al so busy preparing for the upcom ng
of f- hi ghway vehi cl e season, not only including the
| nperial Sand Dunes but also in general throughout our
field office. W are working through the process of
on-boarding staff and working with our human resources
departnent to bring on sone career seasonal staff as
wel | as other tenporary seasonals to hel p support what
Is expected to be a busy off-highway vehicle season this
com ng year

Last year visitation in the Inperial Sand Dunes
was around 1.2 mllion visitors during that six-nonth
season. W have not seen visitation that high since
around the 2013 season for the Inperial Sand Dunes, so
quite an increase. Everybody is wanting to get out and
recreate, so certainly we're taking the steps necessary
to help prepare and make sure that we are ready to
assist, should they need it.

We are working on a few projects out there in
| nperial Sand Dunes. We recently conpleted sone
mai nt enance projects to repave a portion of Wash Road.
Here in the next year we actually plan to conpletely
repave the Wash Road segnments. W' ve conpleted two of
three projects, and funding has been secured. That is
at | east ny understanding in the upcom ng year to

conplete that project as well.
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We've al so conpl eted sonme mai nt enance out at
our canpgrounds, at Roadrunner Canpground as well as a
coupl e of the pads, and to provide sone services for
canpers to bring in their equi pnent and be able to enjoy
t he area.

We are also running a pilot project with our
CXT restroomunits. We are incorporating sone solar
lighting into those facilities that will make it
possi ble for folks that are out there to have sonme |ight
i nside those facilities, when typically they can be
rather dark, especially in the evening time. So |'m
excited to see sone innovation happening in providing a
way to inprove the recreation visitors' experience out
there onsite.

Also with the Inperial Sand Dunes we j ust
conpl eted our construction design docunents, so all of
our architecture and engi neering has been conpl eted for
the new Cahuilla Ranger Station. It is unfortunate,
however, that funding for that project, due to our
change in appropriations, has fallen through. And so we
are currently working on new proposals and hoping to
receive funding to construct the facility that we just
finished design for in 2023. So we're hopeful there.

And then the | ast update for notes, the

Ocotillo Wnd Energy facility did experience a turbine
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col |l apse. That was around the evening of Septenber 15th
or early Septenber 16th. |In response to that, the

El Centro Field Ofice has issued a notice to suspend
operations to Pattern Energy, dependent upon the outcone
of a root cause analysis associated with what's caused
that collapse. That is currently under investigation.
Awai ting information fromthe conpany on that. But
unfortunately that's all the information |I have

associated with that wind turbine collapse at this tine.

Wth that, |I'm happy to take any questi ons.
MEMBER TAYLOR: | have one, if it's okay.
MEMBER STOVIN. Ryan, this is Ed. 1've got a

coupl e of things.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Go ahead, Ed.

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. The Truckhaven wel |
you' ve descri bed, the geothermal, is that the one by
Salton City Airport?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yes, that is the general
| ocation of the area. It will be on the west side of
the highway facility, so opposite of the airport.

MEMBER STOVIN:  West side.

MR. CHATTERTON:. O the major road that goes
out there.

MEMBER STOVIN:  You nean 867?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yes.
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MEMBER STOVIN: Yeah. | commented on the draft
or whatever they did on that. But anyway, |'mfollow ng
a few issues going on in your district. The

Superstition Open Area fence to the bonbing range, we're

interested in that. By the way, I"'mwith the San Di ego
O f-Road Coalition. | worked with Neil quite a bit, and
Carrie.

So I'"'min contact with Mary Dreusi ke. She's
with the Navy. She sent ne sone prelimnary pictures of
the vents, and it was unsatisfactory because it was hard
to see. Particularly at night or in a dust storm we're
worried sonebody mght run into it. Now, she said that
they' re planning to add sonme nore visibility to it. |'m
Interested in seeing how that turns out. She's invited
to our nenbership nmeeting this com ng Tuesday. | hope
she can make it. We want to kind of hash it out. If
they can't put sufficient visual stuff on it, our
organi zation will be willing to work with them on that.
That's an inmportant area to us.

Are there any updates to McCain Vall ey
Campground in Lark Canyon?

MR. CHATTERTON: We were working on conpl eting
a contract for the upgrades to the water systemthat
were out there. Unfortunately the bids that we received

were outside of the budget avail able for construction of
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those water facilities, so we will be going back to the
drawi ng board in the comng fiscal year to cone up with
an approach to address those water system upgrades.

For nodifications to the canpgrounds and
construction of the new sites, | do not have a tineline
yet on when that work woul d occur, but certainly we'l
take that back and provide an update on that project in
our com ng neetings.

MEMBER STOVIN: Ryan, | go riding out there.

I f you guys ever need any help, just consider ne a
resource. You nentioned Wash Road being paved. |[Is that
with the inproved dirt?

MR. CHATTERTON: Correct. No. |It's just the
| nproved dirt.

MEMBER STOVIN: You guys are adding a glue to a
dirt and putting a honeyconb in the wash areas?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah. So the process is to
bring in the new material. W conpact that materi al
Then we al so put a surfactant, which is a binding agent,
over the top of that material to help reduce the effects
of dust as vehicles are traveling over that area.

MEMBER STOVIN:. That work is appreciated. A
| ot of people use the Wash Road to get out to canping
areas. You guys know that, but for the rest of the DAC

people, this is on the east side of the Inperial Sand

Page 143



Dunes, and the road actually goes right along the west
side of the railroad tracks, and an awful | ot of people
canp out there. It's a great place to canp. |If you

i ke the sound of the train going by in the m ddle of
the night, it's awesone.

So we understand that Charlotte Teeters is ill
and she's not going to be working on the dunes cl eanup
on Martin Luther King weekend. So the San Di ego
Of f-Road Coalition, we are interested in taking it,
along with the Anerican Sand Association and California
O f Road Vehicle Association. | talked to both of those
ot her groups, and everybody seens |ike they're in.
We're probably going to split the dunes in half and give
the ASA the north side and then SCRC and CORVA take the
south side. | talked to Neil Hamada about that, and he
seens happy about it.

Al t hough something that |I'm not happy about --
and this doesn't have to do with the Bureau of Land
Managenent as nuch as California State Parks -- is that
we can get a | ot of volunteers out there, and
State Parks gives grant noney to agencies that manage
of f-road areas, and your agency gets an awful | ot of
grant noney. And by the way, it's deserved. You need
the noney. Thank you guys agai n.

But in the grants the applicant is required to
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provi de a 25-percent match on the grants that we |ike
and that hours fromvolunteers are able to be used in
lieu of matching. And Neil said they' re not able to use
our hours for match out there. | guess it's just
difficult with the way the State Parks kind of
m cromanages it.

And | brought it up to the OHV conm ssion.
"Il continue pushing it over there. But it just feels
li ke a wasted asset that, if we can get hundreds of
peopl e out there spendi ng hundreds of hours picking up
trash, that we can't use that for the grant managenent.
| used to think it was bad to give agencies noney to
manage | ands, and as | grew up and becane w ser,
realized that the best way to keep an area open is
proper managenent. Proper managenent requires noney and

smart personnel working on it.

Let's see. | guess that's all | have. So that
windm ||l collapse, did you say that all the windmlls
turned off until it sorted out?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yes, that's correct.

MEMBER STOVIN: Wow, that's sonething. | saw
the windm |l a few years back hanging over -- | don't
know. It was on the south side of H ghway 8, and it was

quite stark. Good luck with that. Anyway, consider ne

an asset and a resource to your office. And Neil knows
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how t o get ahold of ne.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you. |
appreci ate those comments. That is a great project on
t he Wash Road, for sure. | apologize | could not find
my mute button quick enough.

Dan, go ahead. You had questions or conments.

MEMBER TAYLOR: That's okay. Thank you. | am
excited to hear that you're working on filling some of
the staff vacancies for the recreational season con ng
up ahead, because your staff has been working diligently
and extrenely hard trying to get all the work done for
t he ampbunt of people you have in your office, so |I'm
excited to hear that.

But | do have a question that, since they' Il be
bringing in nore staff, will this return the film
permts back to their original tinmeframes? They used to
get done in seven to ten days, and now we're being told
it takes at least 30 days to get a permt, which is --
in the filmindustry that's |ike saying, "W don't want
you to filmhere,” if it gets that long. So just
curious if the staff will help bring that tinmeframe back
down to its original status.

MR. CHATTERTON:. That's interesting, Dan.
That's not sonething that |I've heard fromny | evel

actually, to be quite frank and honest with you. So
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that's sonmething that 1'Il take back and see what we can
do to reduce that tinefranme to ensure that we're able to
help with the filmng industry here in our field office.

To ny know edge we have been able to assi st
with all of the applications that have come before us,
so if there are sonme that you' re hearing fromthat

aren't being able to successfully obtain a permt from

the office, I'd love to hear from you.
MEMBER TAYLOR: Maybe 1'Il set up another
conference call and we'll talk about it.

MR. CHATTERTON: Ckay.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Ryan, this is Dick Holliday.
Can you tell me the status of the radio tower that's
supposed to be going in there?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah. So the Navy has
actually just reengaged with our office to work on
design again of a radio tower and construction of a
radio tower facility. So we are in the initial stages
of updates to our MOU with the Navy as the California
departnent that was participating in that devel opnment
for the radio tower out there has actually w thdrawn
their interest, and BLM has actually identified a
alternative solution and will no | onger have a need to
partner with themto join themon that tower.

So we are working with themto establish that
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MOU. They have identified that they' ve secured funding
yet again this fiscal year to continue that project. At
this tinme | don't have any nore information other than
t hat, Dick

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Okay. Thank you very much

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Jayne, do you have
a question?

MEMBER POWELL: Yes. On the lithium projects
t hat have been all in the news lately around the
Salton Sea, GMand | think it was Controlled Thermal
Resources, is any of the project area that they're
di scussi ng on BLM | and?

MR. CHATTERTON: They are not. All of that
activity is currently occurring on private. So our
of fice has not been involved in some of that initial
research on that extraction process or what that wl|
| ook Iike.

MEMBER POWELL: Okay. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Randy, you're up.
Do you have a question?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: No. AlIl good. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Anybody
el se for Ryan?

Al right. Well, we'll bunp back up north and
hit the Needles Field Ofice. M ke?
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MR. AHRENS: Yeah, thank you. So | wanted to
update on a couple of the projects in nmy report and then
have one other subject I'mactually |ooking forward to
real ly bringing up

So in our witten report we tal ked about the
Castl e Mountain Ventures devel oping a well down by
Ni pton and wanting to test and do a | arge rel ease of
water during that test. So we did get that authorized,
and the test actually was conpleted this |ast week.

This test went as anticipated. Inpacts and
what have you as anticipated were really negligible, and
It sounded like it went well for the conpany as well, so
it's nice to have that done.

We al so reported on requests by the City of
29 Palns to do some small filnms. These are kind of
meant to inspire tourismin the 29 Palns area but using
t he Mojave Trails National Mnunent as a backdrop. And
so that's a pretty small operation, and actually with
the new regul ations, or interimregulations, it actually
makes it easier for us to respond to those kinds of
requests when they're small, casual use like that. So
we got that acconplished as well. And they're pursuing
to start that work I think in the next week or so.

And then al so wote about the Ivanpah

Substation for the Brightline West Hi gh Speed Train,
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woul d obviously be located in Ivanpah. | think we wote
that we noted we were waiting on the planner

devel opnents from both SCE and Brightline West on those.
We received those this week, so we'll start review ng

t hose next week for conpl eteness and be ready to prepare
to do the Environnmental Assessnent to authorize that as

wel | .

And then finally |I have another little project
|"ve been working on actually for several years on and
off. And so it's a trail project, actually called the
East Mojave Heritage Trail. [It's one of the best-kept
secrets of the desert. Back in the late '80s and very
early '90s, the then Friends to Myjave Road, who are
now -- they changed their name. They're now called the
Moj ave Desert Heritage and Cul tural Association.

First actually in the md '80s they worked to
devel op that Mojave Road guide that probably a |ot of
you are famliar with, an extraordi nary piece of work
that identified the turn-by-turn directions on the
Moj ave Road and a great conpilation of flora and fauna
and history on Mjave Road.

When they finished that, they recognized two
things, really. The first was that that trail was going
to becone wildly popular and we'll get a |ot of use on

it and having an ability to disperse that use to anot her
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trail would probably actually reduce the inpacts from
its use, and also that they really enjoyed doing that
project. So they set out to put together what then
became the East Mpjave Heritage Trail.

It's all coordinated with ourselves and --
well, not the preserve at that time, so actually with
ourselves primarily at that tinme, BLM and so this would
be, like |I said, very early '90s. Laid out a trai
using currently open routes that began and ended in
Needl es at the El Garces Railroad Station and consi sted
of a 660-mle |oop out of Needl es heading north, went
all the way up into Searchlight, Nevada and then back a
crossover to generally like Kingston Springs over by to
al rost Dunont and then canme back down over by Ludl ow,
ran parallel to Route 66 for a while and, anyway,
wanders around through what's now the East M)jave back
down i nto Needl es and down to Barker and back up to the
city of Needles itself, 660 mles broken into four
segnents, each segnment having a | ook very simlar to the
Moj ave Road Gui de, sanme quality and intent and what have
you. So it was a really exciting end product back in
the early '90s.

In 1994 we got the California Desert Protection
Act that designated W derness and unfortunately

bi furcated that trail in 13 different places. Obviously
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a lot of disappointment on the part of the Mjave Desert
Heritage and Cul tural Association folks. Pretty nuch
everybody put their books down and went off and quit
tal king to each other about that tine.

So a few years ago | got contacted by a
gentl eman that's involved in overl andi ng, what we now
call that, and he had | earned about the Heritage Trai
and had taken it upon hinself to the use of satellite
| magery and what have you to retrace the trail and
identify go-arounds for all of the sections that were

I npacted by the designation of WIlderness and had run

t hat .

And so he cane to the BLM | ooki ng for sonebody
in BLM that m ght still know about that. As it works
out, I did, and so we started working together. The

first question | asked himwas, "Go-arounds that you did
devel oped, did you conpare themto our Travel Managenent
Pl ans?" and it was kind of a blank | ook. So, you know,
we said, "Ckay. So let's start there."

And so we spent the |ast year, alnpst two
really working with himto identify routes that not only
avoid W1l derness but align with our current travel
managenent deci sions, and that's been devel oped. He's
written supplenents that now are sold with the segnent

books, and people are able to start using that trail
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agai n now.

So nost recently in this it occurred to a | ot
of us that -- back up just a second. Maybe it's
obvious. The trail crosses four different
jurisdictions, the Needles BLMField O fice, Mjave
Preserve, Southern Nevada/lLas Vegas Field O fice | ands
and sone of the Barstow | ands. So we've thought that
what woul d really help enhance the trail and the
managenment of the trail would be one common nessagi ng
and theme that we can all kind of pronpote to visitors so
that they know how to behave on the East Mojave Heritage
Trail.

And so we reached out to Tread Lightly, who's
very excited in the project and beginning to work with
us about devel oping this nmessaging. The four

jurisdictions are working now, and hopefully here in the

fairly near future we'll be able to devel op that
messaging and we'll start putting that, you know, on web
pages and brochures in the books, likely even on the

ground in the form of signing and what have you.

So it's a neat project, something |"'mreally
excited about. And hopefully we'll get you nore
information about it as it evolves. So | think that's
all I really had. [I'mcertainly available for

guesti ons.
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DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Questions for
M ke. Jayne?

MEMBER POWELL: So | was just wondering how
t hat was being pronoted, because it sounds like it's
kind of all coming back to |ife and nmaking the public
awar e.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. W haven't started any kind
of a pronotion on it and really, except the
Moj ave Desert Cultural Heritage Association, it's kind
of their trail, so | know Bill Crites (phonetic
spelling), the overlander that cane in and started
working with me on it, he's done several blogs, you
know, and what have you, those kinds of things, working
In social nmedia. And, yeah, it's starting to becone
popul ar.

VMEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: It | ooks I|ike
you' ve got a question. Ed, did you have a question?
You' re unnut ed.

MEMBER STOVIN: Thank you. That trail sounds
really great, the Mjave Heritage Trail. So that's not
currently marked on the ground; is that right?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah, where there are signs.
There are open routes that are signed with route

nunmbers. The Mjave Desert Heritage Cul tural
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Associ ation has a GPS track that, you know, they'l|l
provide along with the supplenents, you know, when you
buy the books and what have you. And, yeah, it's going
to becone nore and nore available, | think, you know, as
it evolves and it really cones into place.

MEMBER STOVIN: It sounds really great. It
m ght take nore than two days to ride it.

MR. AHRENS: Yeah. Bill did it in seven, which
| thought was remarkabl e.

MEMBER STOVIN: Maybe this winter or next
wi nter.

MR. AHRENS: | think it's best done in two- or
three-day increments. You can do each segnent in about
t hree days.

MEMBER STOVIN: How many segments are there?

MR.  AHRENS: Four .

MEMBER STOVIN. | ride a notorcycle, so we go a
little quicker. That's exciting. Thank you very much
for pushing that along. |If you ever need a letter from
outside, let me know.

MR. AHRENS: Okay. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Sounds |ike a
great trip, for sure.

Randy, a question?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: The original book; right?
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Boy, you can't tell. There we go.

MR. AHRENS: That's Mbjave Road Cui de?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yeah. Well, it's not going
to work so well, a green book with a green screen.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Worth a try.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  First edition.

MR. AHRENS: There's four different books for
t hese Mojave Heritage Trail, blue, red, white, and gold.
But that | ooks al nost identical to the Mjave Road
Gui de.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Jim it |ooks like
you' re hardworking today. Do you have a question for
M ke?

MEMBER BAGLEY: | just want to encourage the
Moj ave Heritage Trail. |I'mreally glad to see that --
Denni s Casebier is a good friend of mne. He was the

guy, the author of a lot of these guides, an historian

in the East Mojave. |'mjust encouragi hg you to go
forward with that. I1t's really inportant. Those gui des
have been out there for decades. It's an inportant part

of people using the desert prior to the Desert
Protection Act, and I'mreally glad to hear of it. |
think it's wonderful we nmay be able to enjoy these
routes again. |I'msorry. |'mactually out at Dry Lake.

I f you know where the internet tree, is that's where
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am now.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: d ad you could
join, Jim Thanks for the comrent.

Anybody el se have a question for Mke? Al
right. We're going to bunp across the desert and go
over to Palm Springs and hear from Tim G I | oon.

MR. G LLOON: Good norning -- correction --
good afternoon. Nice to see everybody again, second DAC
nmeeting and ready for any questions anybody has but
would like to also follow up with a fewitens froml ast
time, so just to address a few itens see if this is
going to work. And can everybody see the screen?

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: We can see it.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: We can

MR. Gl LLOON: Awesone. Thank you. Quick
couple of followup items. Billy is not here, and so --
but just to close that out, we do have nine historical
all otments. They're all pretty much currently inactive
pendi ng the SCRMP Managenent Plan update. Cattle in
VWi te Water Canyon of the San Jacinto National Monunent,
we have new reports of cattle again, so we're going to
be engaging with the --

(Reporter clarification.)
MR. G LLOON: -- the Mdrongo Band of M ssion

| ndi ans and then also coordinate with the state on sone
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of our cattle issues.

Dan, for filmng | did give guidance to ny
folks to make sure they're considering that, and again
we're review ng sonme of our options for including those.
Still, follow up with conversation in the next couple of
nmont hs here.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Anyti ne.

MR. GILLOON: Ckay. So in addition to the
items |listed in the report, we have again a |lot of --
|'ve been doing a |lot of personal involvenent in sone
chal |l enging issues related to some sol ar projects,
Crinson, spent a lot of time on our nonitoring and
di scovery plan. Got that finalized, and we are able to
start construction on that first phase for the battery
energy storage site, so we'll continue to be working on
that and additional issues related to solar and tri bal
consul tation involvenent as we get through that one.

Obvi ously noving on, in the report we
hi ghl i ghted Oberon and Victory Pass and those sol ar
projects. W have additional applications for other
sol ar projects that we're working through. W' ve had a
| ot of sort of adm nistrative actions and just trying to
get through sonme of our backlog related to other
utilities and plans and special uses. So a |lot of work

with communi cati ons, power and gas utilities, sone water
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facility stuff.

In the report we indicated where we're at with
Chiriaco Sunmt. Got that EA across the finish |ine.
And, Jayne, did you happen to take a |l ook -- just to go
back really quick, did you happen to take a | ook at the
Vi t ewat er recharge facility EIS and confirmthere are
no new construction posts for that?

MEMBER POWELL: I'msorry. Were you asking nme
t hat ?

MR. G LLOON: Yeah. As one additional
followup itemthat you asked, last tinme you had asked
about the VWhitewater facility, the recharge facility, if
t here was new construction. | just wanted to check with
you on that one to see if you had a chance to confirm

MEMBER POWELL: | didn't, but | had heard that
t here was not.

MR. G LLOON: Right. Just work related to
mai nt enance and the enhanci ng uses they currently have.

VMEMBER POWELL: Ri ght .

MR. GILLOON: Also for |ands and special uses
we're working through the Coachella Valley Link EA. W
just have a small portion of that project, so we're
wor ki ng t hrough that.

Moving to the nonunents, our Sand to Snow

Nati onal Monunent planning effort is pretty nuch in

Page 159



alignment with Mojave Trails, so I'mnot going to go
into a lot of detail. Noelle did a bang-up job

di scussing that. So we're just a little bit behind due
to staffing, but we are working through that planning
effort, as well as getting our statenment of work out,

al so contracting to get that planning done.

Santa Rosa San Jacinto Muntains Nati onal
Monunent, we have sonme agreenents we're working through
to update for Forest Service and the staffing operations
at the visitor center. Then also with Friends of Desert
Mount ai ns, they have a new vol unteer coordi nator, so
we're working with them and al so agreenents. W j ust
have some chall enges to being able to reopen that based
on our staffing problens, so we don't anticipate opening
t hat anytime soon.

If we do open it, our plan is to do limted
weekend-f ocused opening for the public. The majority of
use is Friday, Saturday, Sunday, so we're trying to get
that squared away for the winter season. But nore
i nformation will come on that.

If some of you travel Highway 74, you may know
about the box truck that kind of fell off the side and a
little accident there, so | have sone pictures to
hi ghli ght some of that. And for |aw enforcenent | would

like to just bring up we're considering a potenti al
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closure for the M nnewawa Truck Trail. I'mnot sure if
Dan Kasang was able to reach out to you ahead of this
neeting at all.

"Il go ahead and nove on. So if you're
headi ng up the Highway 74 right after Art Smith
Trail head, you'll see the structure of that box truck
that's sort of that rockslide area, California
Department of Public Works right-of-way. And if not,
then we'll have to address that, but we'll probably be
wor ki ng with them anyways. You can see where that
terrain has sonme chall enges for renoval. There's sone
potential resource danage. There's al so another vehicle
in that same | ocation, nuch ol der, and we see down in
the bottomright hand of that screen that rusted netal,
that's an ol der vehicle. Again, just some views of that
sort of steep slope there. |It's not a cliff, of course,
but it is a steep drop-off.

| wanted to highlight this. 1It's not a nmmjor
I ssue, but it relates to the next topic. So right now
Danny and our staff are working to basically try and
resolve this issue and develop a plan to get this
material out of there and recover that area.

Questions related to this? Okay. Then I'd
just like to briefly talk about the M nnewawa Truck

Trail. W' ve had sone requests from |l aw enforcenment and
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border control, so currently |ooking at a possible
safety-related closure. |If you're not famliar, this
terrain is located in San Di ego County Otay Muntain

W I derness Area. You can access it via the OGay Trai
and then get onto this M nnewawa Trail at the Dog House
Junction, and you can travel north or you can get to it
fromoff of BLMIlands from Otay Lakes Road. The
majority of course is BLMland. It's about 3.2 mles in
total, and the other parts of the |and ownership to the
north end of that are Chula Vista and private ownership,
Pio Pico Canpgrounds, so BLM gates and two gates on
private | and on the northern end.

So it is a very technical route. It's steep
and narrow, oftentinmes with only width for one vehicle
to go by. Wth that western side throughout you can see
it's got a steep drop-off, simlar to what we saw
related to the Highway 74 incident here in the Coachella
Valley. So again, if you do have an accident with that
sl ope, you'll have a pretty bad accident if sonebody
falls off the edge there.

And with some of the sharp curves, it
definitely presents sonme challenges to |arger vehicles,
| arger | aw enforcenent vehicles or any fire nmaintenance
peopl e nmoving through that area. At that one point it's

so sharp that you al nost have to nmake an Austin Powers
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turn, where you're going back and forth way nore than
t hree points.

Other. Increased use in the overall area also
cones through the M nnewawa, has increased usage, and
when vehicl es break down, it causes an issue, blocks the
road. And of course if people want to try and attenpt
I n areas where they m ght be able to, that of course
creates a big safety issue up there.

Some of the other issues. There is increased
i mm gration and human smuggling operations in that area.
Over two dozen instances docunented within the | ast
t hree nont hs, unknown anount that we don't catch. And
agai n you've got vehicle accidents that occur, injuries
to Border Patrol agents as a result of doing enforcenent
actions and, of course, sonme unrestrained passengers,
obvi ously.

You know, it's just, again, should there be an
accident or go off the side of the road, you can
definitely have sone loss of life with individuals not
traveling safely.

So under consideration is just a tenporary
closure related to the safety issue for only about six
nonths. It would only be for vehicle traffic. Hiking,
hunti ng, horseback riding, non-notorized bicycle use

woul d still be authorized. W'd replace barriers on the
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BLM boundari es, both the north and the south end, and
then we'd al so reach out and work with Pio Pico
Campgr ound owners, who have been supported in the past
who have been supportive of partial closure using a
gate. We would post sighage |eading up to that and al so
notify -- we'd want to reach out to OHV groups and the
public prior to any closures, so work with public
affairs on that and recreation. So that is it in a
nutshell for that issue. I1'msure | mght get a couple
of questions on this one.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Are you done
sharing your screen there, Tinf

MR. G LLOON: Sure.

MEMBER TAYLOR: | do want to say thank you,
Tim for hearing ny requests in the past about trying to
nove forward with any kind of NEPAs or EAs on | ands for
ener gi es and whatnot for w nd power or solar power, that
you include filmin that. |It's exciting to hear that's
in the works, so thank you so nuch.

MR. Gl LLOON: Absolutely.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ed, did you have a
coupl e of questions?

MEMBER STOVIN: Yeah. And just for background,
| was over there | ast weekend with your resource for

recreation staff, Dan Kasang. | like him and | talked
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to himon the phone a couple of days ago, and he told ne
about this proposed tenporary closure of the road. |
really don't like it. I'mreally upset about it. This
ki nd of tenporary closure can often |lead to a permnent
cl osure.

This trail has a high recreational value to
people. When we were up there, a |lot of people cane by.
By the way, it's a relatively snooth road, but it's a
greensti cker route, and we saw people on notorcycles and
ATVs out there. That's a |lot of four-wheel drive
vehicles driving over the nountain on the San Di ego
si de.

On the west side the elevation is just a couple
hundred feet, and the top of the nmountain is about 3500
feet, so there's a spectacular view fromup there. The
road is a cherry-stemmed route through the
O ay W I derness.

| do have a quick question, Tim So |I'm
| ooking at a map on ny other conputer, and there's
O ay Mountain Truck Trail, and there's Otay Truck Trail.
And Otay Truck Trail begins at the end of the
canpground, and Otay Mountain Truck Trail begins on
Ot ay Lakes Road. Can you tell nme which one is under
consi deration?

MR. GILLOON: Not seeing exactly which nmap
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you're | ooking at, | would go back to what | displayed.
That's what our |aw enforcenent is covering. |It's
supposed to be the route fromthe Dog House Junction al
the way up through the Pio Pico Canpground.

MEMBER STOVIN: So | don't know the nanes of
them Dog House Junction, is that at the very top near
t he conmuni cati on equi pnent ?

MR. G LLOON: So that would be a little bit
| omwer, | believe. So | can try and get a nore detail ed
BLM map and work with Dan on that to get you a specific
answer on the location. But | could hold back up the
map and show you what | had displayed. M apol ogies for
not having that in detail.

MEMBER STOVIN: See, | have your El Cajon map

here. 1'll open that also. | think Dog House Junction
isonit. It's not on here at all. | think the route
I's not even on this map. | don't like it. | hope
that -- from ny understanding the Border Patrol is

asking for this closure, and it's not com ng out of the
Bureau of Land Managenent. They're havi ng probl ens out
there. So | would love to find another way to solve the
Border Patrol's problemw thout closure.

Cl osing areas and routes is an easy way to
manage | and. You can effectively get everybody out,

i ncl udi ng anybody who ever brings a problem But it
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doesn't really serve the recreation and public very well
to close it. This nountain really only has one way in
fromthe west and east. There's a way fromthe

sout hwest, but the last bit of it is on private property
and it's gated. So it would nake access to the nmountain
really only fromthe east side. That woul d be just
difficult for people that want to drive over it.

|'"d be nmore than happy to help your office any
way | can to try to keep the trail open.

MR. GILLOON: If | understand what |'m heari ng,
| can let you know this issue has conme up a coupl e of
times in the past, and, you know, nultiple requests for
the Border Patrol. | have pushed back because |'ve
asked for nore information of ny staff going through
this, because part of what |I'mconsidering is, you know,
is a tenporary thing, because realistically I'mnot -- |
can tell you for certain the inportance of this trai
just | ooking at the road and access to the W/ derness
and anything related to the Dingell Act is going to be
pretty much a no-go for this.

I know it is too inportant for a pernmanent
closure. So that to ne is a no-go. So | also question
what's the goal, and are we really going to achieve the
goal with a tenmporary closure? So those are the things

|"ve asked nmy staff to go back and | ook at, and |I need
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to sit down and talk with the Border Patrol as well as
ot her user groups to figure out, you know, what's the
end goal? Is this actually going to serve us? And do
we have other options to try and hel p Border Patrol
achi eve their goal ?

So | think there are sone safety issues rel ated
to this, just in general, to the public and sone
potential issues, but | don't ultimately know if a
tenporary closure is going to neet that goal. So | just
wanted to bring it up to your attention that |I'm
t hi nki ng about this, considering it, and | just wanted
to get your input and involvenent and al so the
i nvol verent of the rest of the DAC.

MEMBER STOVIN: Yeah. Thank you for bringing
it up. | had talked to Dan about it, and I wasn't sure
how public we could go with it. But |I think it's pretty
public now. So thank you very nuch for bringing it up
and working with us. 1'll do ny best to help outside
t he agency.

MR. Gl LLOON: Absolutely. Thank you very nuch.
Yes, it's just trying to be transparent is one of the
| eadership philosophies I'"'minparting to ny staff, to
make sure we're open.

That would be it for the report for

Pal m Springs-South Coast. [I'Il field any other
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questi ons.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Jayne, did you
have a questi on?

MEMBER POWELL: | was just going to support
what Ed had to say, that | don't see fromwhat |'m
hearing that a tenporary closure would do anyt hing
except keep the honest people off the trail, and the
people that wanted to use it for illicit activities
woul d probably be even happi er continuing because they
woul dn't have as many eyes perhaps observing what they
were doing out there if it was, quote, tenporarily
cl osed. That's ny thoughts on it.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Jayne.
Appreci ate that.

Randy?

CHAI RMAN BANI'S: | understand. [Is this route
in a WIlderness corridor or lead to W1 derness
corridors?

MR. GILLOON: It provides access to a
W | derness area, yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  So | woul d advi se that
that's another thing to look at. O ten those corridors
and cherry-stens in W dernesses, often they are the
result of conplex negotiations between stakehol ders and

parties to, you know, create the political will and the
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political environment to be able to have | andscape-| evel
| egi slation that protects so many acres, as sone of
t hese W | derness prograns do.

And so often we find the corridors and the
cherry-stens are so inportant that they're often in
testinony and ot her kinds of docunents that illustrate
t he congressional attenpt. And so | would advise
| ooking into some of the congressional attenpt and
st akehol der attenpt with respect to that W1 derness,
because when there's a road running through a corridor,
there generally has a great inportance to it.

MR. G LLOON: Absolutely, Randy. And | concur,
and that's why | just -- you know, | definitely wanted
to get sone feedback here back on ny decision nodel.
VWhen | | ooked at the ground, you're |ooking at a major
metropolitan area, and we don't have a | ot of WI derness
areas within that area that people can get to. And so
it is inmportant to maintain those. Thank you for your
coment .

Ed?

MEMBER STOVIN: So years back before that was
designated as W/ derness, there was a |lot nore off-road
vehicle use out there, and | still renmenmber when they
worked on it. Qur organization was pushing to nake an

of f-road vehicle area out there. A guy naned
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Brian Bil bray was the congressman. He threw us under

t he bus because he allowed it to all be WI derness
except a couple of greensticker routes out there. It
was a major loss to us, and so we did get a little bit
of greensticker trail, but it's not what we call a high
quality off-road resource, just because it's not enough,
it's not rough, and it's -- you know, it's a pretty
graded, snmooth road that the Border Patrol drives on.
They even have mrrors on a |lot of the corners so you
can see who's coming. It's a pretty well-devel oped
trail.

Nonet hel ess, we value it very highly. So it
was a big | etdown when they turned that area into
W | derness, and closing it would be even anot her
| etdown. So thank you, guys.

MR. G LLOON: Understood. And I | ook forward
to talking with you in nore detail on this and the
overall recreation programin the South Coast region.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Tim do you have a
gquestion?

MEMBER BAGLEY: | want to echo the sane thing.
There are -- cherry-stemroutes, especially when they're
in the WI derness Areas are a high value to people.

They give access to the public in those areas that

woul dn't otherwi se exist. [It's great sadness to ne that
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there aren't nore cherry-stemroutes. |'ve been |ocked
out of areas that | |love dearly, and cherry-stemroutes
woul d provide that. So |I'mvery resistant to any
closure to cherry-stemroutes. And | think this area is
real ly val uabl e.

And I'mglad to hear the flexibility within the
BLM and the willingness to | ook for solutions that don't
necessarily end up with that being the result.

MR. Gl LLOON: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you, Tim We're going to nove on to Ri dgecrest and hear
from Carl .

MR. SYMONS: Good afternoon. |I'mgoing to go
over a few things that are outside of the report and
update you on some of the ones that are in the report.

As far as grazing goes, we are working on
trying to reauthorize Kel so Peak Allotnment. That hasn't
been grazed for a while. It used to be a conbination
with Wol stalf parcel in Bakersfield. It got split off.
So now we're trying to re-establish that for the
grazing, and that's becone nore inportant with the
relinqui shnent of nobst of the Rudnick allotnment. About
215,000 acres that got relinquished for mtigation from
grazing, so that this area will allow some transfer of

cattle fromprivate | and across and up to Forest Service
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| and, where the permttee happens to also graze up
t here.

And as far as the California high-speed rai
Bakersfield to Pal ndal e, just one update not in there is
that the high-speed rail is working with Pal m Springs
Field O fice, even though we're the | ead, Bakersfield --
or Pal m Springs, that they are working on planning sone
stuff in Palm Springs. So they've been contacting
working directly with themto try to get that stuff
wor ked out .

We do have a nunber of permits that we' ve been
processing and getting out for the North Hai wee Dam t hat
t hey have two fiberoptics lines that they're trying to
get to caretakers and penstock, in order to bring better
i nformati on and work out their operations there. So

we're working with the conpany that's putting that in

ri ght now.
We are working out -- hopefully it will all be
out next week -- but the Notice to Proceeds for the

El and Energy Gen-Tie line in the Jawbone area, as well

as Camino Solar, which is over in the Mjave area. And
we al so just got a 299 and a plan of devel opnent for a
400- megawatt sol ar project that is over also by Mjave,
so that one is at the district office. They offered to

do the initial adjudication on that, but we're in the
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very prelimnary stages with that. W just got it in
not too | ong ago.

The mning area, in addition to what | have, we
al so have finished the coment period for the CDM M ne,
which is over in the EIl Pasos. That one, right now
we're entering with the county for SMARA, that the m ner
doesn't believe that it falls under SMARA, but that's
not their version of it. So we do have agreenents with
the counties that we're working with themw th our
m ning so that we stay kind of in |ockstep so we don't
get out in front and the county doesn't get out in front
for mning, because nost of the mnes require for the
Pl an of Operations Authorization. So we do have MOU s
where we agree to work together on that.

Anot her action that we're working on is, we're
working with California Fish and Wldlife Service and

U S. Fish and Wldlife Service on durability agreenent

for mtigation. | nmentioned the 215,000 acres that was
relinquished. 1In addition to that there is work that
will need to be done on that in order to satisfy the

mtigation for California Fish and Wldlife Service and
US. Fish and Wldlife Service. Any Fesnock has
actually been taking the lead on that and has really
been doing a fantastic job of working that through. As

far as | know, it's the first one that we're doing here
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in California. What it will be is basically, besides
relinqui shing and renoving grazing permanently fromthe
area, that we'll be putting in -- doing stuff |ike
restoration, taking out range inprovenents, fixing up
roads, stuff like that. That will be paid for as part
of the mtigation for a nunber of solar projects that

El and Energy has going. So we're really |ooking forward
to getting that one put together and kind of hopefully
set a standard for the next ones that will be com ng up.

Then also in as far as the Sky River that's on
there, the reroute of the Pacific Crest Trail is pretty
much done. We're hoping we're going to -- there's a
scheduled field trip for October 5th with the Pacific
Crest Trail Association. Forest Service unfortunately
couldn't make it, but we'll be going along with them and
the conpany to do a final checkoff of the reroute. Once
that's done and accepted, we'll redo the easenent, and
t hat was based on because of a road that needed to be
built for a wind energy project that's on private | and.
So that will be going.

Qur Centennial horse gather, we did get a
contractor this time to bid onit, so we will be trying
to gather hopefully up to 250 horses from Navy Air
Weapons Station China Lake. The entire gather wll be

on the base itself. The necessity for this gather is
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the fact that they have two very large fires, 40,000
acres or so or nore, on the base along with the drought
has put the horses in critical condition. So we have
been taking feed out there, working with the base to try
to hold them over until we can get a gather going in
order to renove those animals and then plan a | arger one
for later in the year.

Also we're working with U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service. | got another call on Mnday. [|'m working on
the I nyo Towhee, trying to put together strategies for
how we can help that enlisted species in that it's also
been a candi date for delisting, but that's still up in
the air as to what's gonna happen there. But we are
trying to work together to fund projects and work on the
habitat to benefit the Inyo Towhee.

We're also working with U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service on the Randsburg Wash Road. That's the road
t hat connects the two bases actually wi thdrawn fromthe
mlitary. But it runs right through the m ddl e of
Spangl ers Open Area, now that it's expanded. And
basically what we're doing is we're trying to figure out
how we're going to do the take on that road because the
base -- it's the base's road. W' ve got an agreenent
for two places across, but with the expansion we'd |ike

to go to six places across in order to allow people to
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get fromone side to the other. But the Navy is also
concerned about that they don't want to get the road

shut down because the desert tortoise due to OHV, so

we're working with U S. Fish and Wldlife Service and
the base to try to get that put together for it.

That's about it. 1'll open it up to any
questi ons.

MEMBER POWELL: So Carl, this is Jayne. In
ternms of the Centennial horse gather or the roundup
that's going to happen, where will you relocate the
horses to, or what's going to happen to thenf

MR. SYMONS: They'll go to the Ri dgecrest
corrals, and they'I|l be put -- once their conditions are
to the point where they're deenmed heal thy and adopt abl e,
we' Il process them and get the okay fromthe vet, and
they' Il be put up for adoption. We're figuring it wll
be after the new year before the animals will be in a
condition to be adopted.

MEMBER POWELL: So they sound pretty enaci at ed
at this point.

MR. SYMONS: Sone are, and some aren't.

Cbvi ously you have sone of the dom nant ani nmals that
will do better than others, but there's some that you
can tell that they're in distress; their body scores are

down in the twos and threes. So, yeah, it's inportant
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we get out there, and we have a responsibility for a
humane managenent of the aninmals. That's our main
concern at this point.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: Jayne, how many can we put
you down for?

MEMBER POWELL: | don't think | can keep any in
my HOA. My sister m ght take sone in Kentucky, though,
if you can get themto her.

MR. SYMONS: We've shipped as far as Germany.

MEMBER POWELL: 1'Il ask her

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ot her questions
for Carl?

MEMBER TAYLOR: Yeah, Carl. Again on the horse
gathering, is this going to be horses only, or are you
going to be also picking up some of the burros as well?
How does that work?

MR. SYMONS: In the |ast one we did a burro
gat her over between Trona and Darwin, in which we
gat hered al nost 300 burros on that gather. This one
will just be horses, but then we still have to put
together a gather plan for one that will either be right
at the end of the year or early into '22 that, as you
see fromthe nunbers, there's a |lot nore. Two hundred
fifty horses is not going to bring us down to anywhere

near what the planned level is. W have 700-sonet hi ng,
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| believe, is what the estimate is out there, and it's
only supposed to hold 168. But those nunbers, we have
to get approval fromthe Washington office for the
nunber of ani mals.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Since they share the sane area,
| woul d assune both species are in distress, | would
assune.

MR. SYMONS: Yeah. The burros do a little
better, but on the base it's nostly horses. There are
sone burros in there. But in that particular area it's
nostly the horses that are having the issues right now.

MEMBER TAYLOR: Thank you, Carl.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thanks, Carl. |
am going to nove us on here to the next presenter.
We're just a little bit behind schedul e and novi ng
forward here, so | want to introduce Paul G bbs. He's
the fire managenent officer for the California Desert
I nter-Agency Fire and Fuels Program So I'll turn it
over to Paul.

MR. G BBS: Good afternoon, everyone.

(Paul G bbs presented a slide show entitled
"Firel/ Fuel s Presentation.")

MR GIBBS: So I'lIl just open it up to any

gquestions at this tine.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: We're a little bit
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behi nd schedul e, but tinme for just a couple of questions
for Paul.

Al right, Paul. Appreciate the presentation.
We have a great fire and fuels program Doing a |ot of
great work out there. | think fromtoday's presentation
and the last tine, there's just a |lot of great fuels
wor k goi ng on.

So | missed the clock on our stopping for our
public comment period. So what |I'd like to do is take a
ten-m nute break, so we're going to cut that back just a
little bit. Ten-m nute break. Then we'll cone back.
We' Il start the public comment period.

My apol ogies to those nenbers of the public who
are waiting to speak, but we will get to you here in ten
m nutes, and then we will keep that open for the full 45
mnutes if we have people ready to speak. All right.
Thank you, everybody. Ten-m nute break.

(Afternoon break.)

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: |'mgoing to turn
this section over to Randy for our public input or
public conment peri od.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Thanks, Andrew. Thanks to
you and your team for the report that we received and
again, especially for the printed report too. Having

that in advance is terrific, and we share that wi th our
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st akehol ders, and they all like it as well.

Let's nove into the public comment section of
our neeting, please. It's ny favorite part of the
meeting. And with that, Mchelle, you helped ne greatly
at the |ast neeting because you can see all the people
who were there. And if you would be so kind, could we
depend upon you to call those with their hands up. |
don't have privy to that.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: OF course. No problem
So Sean M chael is our first person with his hand up for
public comment. Sean, just a rem nder you have three
m nutes for your comments, and if we have tine left over
at the end of the nmeeting, we can circle back if you
have additional coments.

So we'll start with Sean M chael. Then
Rut h Hi dalgo will be next.

MR. M CHAEL: Sorry. Can you hear nme now?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: We can hear you

MR. MCHAEL: Hi. Politician Obernolte wants
to have Bureau of Land Managenent rel ease | and east of
29 Palns for nore off-road usage. Currently ny street,
my paved asphalt street is daily illegal traversed by
of f-road vehicles to get to the open desert area and
ride illegally further. M big problemwth this is

that there's not enough supervision now, |et alone
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providing attractions for nore people who cone here.

The city and the county officials want the
tourists not considering the infrastructure to nonitor
this situation now | amrequesting that you guys don't
rel ease nore area for off-roading until the current
situations of illegal off-roading activities in ny area
of 29 Palns are resol ved.

I"'ma fifth-generation Californian. | have a
phot ogr aphi ¢ docunentation of the alteration and
destruction of California. M grandnother has lived in
29 Palms all nmy life. | used to cone here in search for
sound because there was none. Now it is constantly
notorcycl es, | oud engines roam ng around. It is
destroying our habitat. | don't have a roadrunner that
used to cone to nmy grandnother's yard every day at 2:00,
because it just doesn't exist. He's gone. The coyotes
are crossing across Two M| e Road and 62 hi ghway at 12
t hrough 4:00 in the afternoon, avoiding and running from
t hese notorcycli sts.

Nobody i s doi ng anything about this. 1'm
beggi ng you to please do sonething for ny desert.
Protect it. Do not allow nore people to conme here
before the current situation can be nonitored and dealt
with. | have got daily calls to the sheriff's

departnent on this, so please do something on this
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off-road stuff that's illegal. Thank you, and have a
good day. And | appreciate everything you guys are al
doi ng.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you for your
conment, Sean.

Ruth Hidalgo is next to speak, and after Ruth
it will be Thomas Zal e.

MS. HIDALGO. Hi. Ruth Hidalgo, recreationa
rockhound. | just wanted to thank all of you DAC
menbers for your time and being here and representing
st akehol ders, and | appreciate all of the reports from
the field office managers. |It's really nice to be able
to know what's going on and get an idea and get back
Into hearing these reports. |[|'ve really mssed it when
t he DAC was down. The DAC is really inportant in
connecting the public with what's going on in |and use.
So again, we appreciate that.

Is Katrina still here? | had a question for
her. No?

MS. SYMONS: | amstill here.

M5. HIDALGO. Hi, Katrina. There was a report
about a solar field out by Pisgah Crater in the |ast DAC
neeting. |'ve been watching the register. How | ong
shoul d I expect before that conmes out for comrent?

MS. SYMONS: We are still in the
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pre-application phase for that, Ruth. W' re just right
now waiting for the applicant, so | don't have a
tinmeline.

MS. HI DALGO. Ckay. Thank you. 1'Ill just keep
watching for it, then. Thank you. That area, as you
know, is inmportant to us. W already have issues with
It being now within the nmonunment, and obvi ously the
solar field is going to be outside of it, but that wll
be the only rockhounding left out there if you don't get
it in the nonunent. So |I'd like to keep an eye on that
one. That's all | have to say. Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Ruth.

Next to speak is Thomas Zale. Then foll ow ng
himw |l be Gary Stiler.

MR. ZALE: Hi. M nane is Thonmas Zale. Can
you hear nme?

THE REPORTER:  Yes.

MR. ZALE: Geat. |It's really nice to see sone
famliar faces and to virtually nmeet some new ones. |I'm
a former BLM enpl oyee who retired. | used to work in
El Centro. In retirement I'mcurrently volunteering

tinme to serve on the board of directors for the Public
Lands Foundation, or PLF, as the state representative
for California.

The PLF is a national menbership organi zation
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t hat advocates for the nmanagenent, protection,

devel opnent, and enhancenent of Public Lands nanaged by
BLM We do this by remaining current on Public Land

| ssues and policies and communi cating our concerns and
reconmendati ons through position statenments, letters and
testinony, comments on rul emaki ng and speci al
publications. W testify before Congress, submt
written testinony on budget and policy nmatters affecting
the BLM and the Public Lands, and respond to nedi a
requests.

The PLF maintains an informative website with
position statements on a variety of topics. You can
find us by Googling "PublicLand.org.” W also offer
schol arshi p opportunities and maintain a nenorial wall
honori ng former and current BLM enpl oyees who have
passed.

In the past year PLF hired an individual,
Courtney Lyons-Garcia, who now serves as our executive
director and who played an active role in the recent
cel ebration of BLMs 75th anniversary. PLF nmenbership
IS open to everyone who supports our mssion. | invite
you and encourage you to check us out on the website.

And with that, again it's nice to see folks,
and | appreciate the work everyone is doing. And I'|

yield the bal ance of ny time. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Tom great to hear from
you. It's Randy Banis. | knew we'd cross paths again
very soon

MR. ZALE: |'ve been trying to lay |ow, but I
can't stay away.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Great to hear about what
you' re working on. Thank you.

MEMBER POWELL: Tom thanks for sharing what
you're working on. Since we talked last, |I've retired
fromGanite, so it's nice to still be involved.

MR. ZALE: Congratul ations on being part of the
Desert Advisory Council. | think that's awesone.

MEMBER POWELL: Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Thonas.

Gary, you had your hand up. Gary, did you
still wish to speak? | see you taking your hand down.
Did you still wish to speak, Gary?

If not, next to speak is Anitra Kass.

M5. KASS: Okay. Hello. Can you guys hear ne?
My nane is Anitra Kass, and | amthe Southern California
regi onal representative for the Pacific Crest Trail
Associ ation. So anything and everything that has to do
with the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail in the
sout her nnost/ best 512 mles, hopefully I have ny hand

in. That does include the PCT as it runs through
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El Centro and Palm Springs office lands. Sorry, Carl.
It used to be the best 702 m | es when | had Ri dgecrest
also in there, but 1've had to yield that to sonebody
el se.

I amcomng to you fromthe Coachella Valley in
my home office, and I"mreally excited today because |
get to celebrate with you guys the fifty-third
anni versary of the National Trails System Act today, and
of course the fifty-third birthday of the Pacific Crest
National Scenic Trail and our sister trail on the East
Coast, the Appal achian National Scenic Trail.

As you probably know, the Pacific Crest Trail
was one of the original conponents designated with the
passing of the National Trails System Act, so | just
wanted to say how glad | amto have the chance to listen
and to better understand the issues and opportunities on
our BLM | ands by being on the call today and actually on
the last call.

And | really look forward to working with the
DAC and our BLM partners as it pertains to our work
protecting, pronoting, and preserving the Pacific Crest
National Scenic Trail as it runs through the wonderf ul
California Desert District. So thank you so nuch.
Looking forward to working with you and seeing you guys

in the future.
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Tim |'mwaving at you because | know t hat
we'll nmeet nore officially, | think, on Tuesday.

MR. G LLOON: That is correct. W'Ill be
talking with you in nore detail

MS. KASS: Awesone. Thank you so nuch
everybody, and have a wonderful rest of your weekend.
And tonight, as you're sitting around the dinner table,
whet her you're drinking water or a beverage, | hope you
raise it and toast to the birthday of the Pacific Crest
Nat i onal Scenic Trail.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: This is Randy Banis. And
t hank you for rem nding me of the fifty-third birthday
and the time of the PCTAT. | was born and raised only a
few mles fromthe Appal achian Trail, northern Maine,
and now | found nyself living only mles fromthe PCT
and working with Friends of Jawbone, who aligns with the
Pacific Crest Trail Association in helping to maintain
Its alignment through our area. So thanks for comng in
and joining us today.

M5. KASS: M pleasure. And we've had a great
wor king history in the past with Friends of Jawbone when
| was up there, so we really appreciate your work and
partnership over the years.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Thank you.
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MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Anitra.

So we did have -- Gary Stiler was raising his
hand. He's raised it a couple of tinmes. It's not up
currently. Gary, did you have a comment that you wanted
to provide to the council? It |looks like he's
attenpting to connect now.

MR. BOVBE: | see | don't have a nmute control
for the back end, which neans you're not fully connected
to the audio of the neeting. So if that was sonething
you got when you joined the Zoom event today, there
woul d have been a pop-up box that pronpts you to connect
to audio. If you want to take a second and make sure
t hat you have that and that you' re connected, and you
can further check on your audio settings on the bottom
of Zoom wi ndow, just in case that's sonething that
didn't come up for you.

So, Mchelle, he isn't able to talk. But I
don't believe he's connected to audio, and I don't have
the mute or unnmute control for him so | don't believe
he's fully connected. So | can try to work with him and
see if maybe he can call in or sonething |ike that.

Ot herw se - -

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: | was going to say maybe

we could have himswitch to phone audio using the up

caret next to the nmute button.
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MR. BOVMBE: Gary, if you can hear us -- and if
you're connected to audio, you should be able to -- |
want to just read out the phone nunmber for you, and you
can try to call in on your cell phone if you are stil
willing to talk. That phone nunber is 833-568-8864.
And once you have call ed that phone nunber, the neeting
ID we'll need is 1602918632.

I'"mgoing to put that into the chat for you as
well. | knowthat's a |lot of nunmbers. And you shoul d

be able to copy that down and potentially try to give us

a call.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Card.

While we're waiting to see if Gary is able to
call in and connect with us, is there anybody el se, any

ot her nenmbers of the public that would |ike to address
the Desert Advisory Council at this tinme?

| see Sean M chael has raised his hand again.
Sean?

MR. MCHAEL: It was only to wite a sign that
said, "Gary, call the nunber,"” and the nunbers you've
recited. That's all. | was trying to be hel pful.
Sorry.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Sean. We
appreciate that. Hopefully it's working for Gary.

We'll give himanother mnute to call in.
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Is there anybody else at this time, any other
menber of the public that would |ike to address the
Desert Advisory Council? Please |let us know by raising
your hand. |'m not seeing anybody, but 1'd like to give
Gary another nmonent, in the event that he's stil
struggling with technology. Let's just give hima
m nute and see if he's able to reconnect.

MR. BOVMBE: | do a see a phone number on our
attendee list, the last four digits "2016." |'m hoping
that's you, Gary. |If it is, you can use star nine to
rai se your hand. If you want to dial that into your
phone, we will see you have a hand raised on our end.
And that, of course, could be another attendee who has
joined us. But if that is you, Gary, again phone nunber

ending in "2016," you're welconme to hit star nine on

your phone, and that will show us your raised hand.
And | do still see you on your other device in
the nmeeting as well. So the one other thing that you

could quickly try, if calling isn't working for you, is
| eaving the nmeeting, rejoining via the same |ink that
you joi ned, and then just making sure that you connect
to conputer audi o when you cone back into Zoom And at
that tinme you'll have the option to call in or change
audi o devices as well.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Card. That
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m ght take a mnute or two. Do we want to continue wth
di scussion of future neetings and cone back in the event
that Gary is able to reconnect with us? Gary, if you're
still listening, you' re always wel come to e-mail your
comrents, as well. | can share themw th the counci

and get themincluded in the final record. That would
work as well.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | think it's a great idea.
| don't think we'll be long | ooking at these dates.
Before we junp in, thank you to our nenbers of the
public who took the time to join us all day and foll ow
along with us, and for just your three mnutes. That's
really nice of you, and it's nmuch appreciated by the
Desert Advisory Council, and we | ook forward to seeing
you again in person soon.

Wth that, we've been asked to | ook ahead at
our cal endar and plan for sone dates. |s there a
direction | should be pointing, Mchelle or Andrew, or
am| free to just shoot? | have some dates to toss out,
unl ess you have sone to go.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: I think Andrew has sone
| deas.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: | can take it,
Randy. And let's not forget to cone back and ask for

topics for our February neeting, which is already
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schedul ed.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: ©Ch, here we are. Oh, yeah.
Okay. Good. Sorry. | junped the gun. OCkay. Let's
get this one done while we're on it.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ckay. | just want
to back up one step and reiterate what Randy said to the
menbers of the public. Thank you very nuch for taking
the time to speak with the DAC and with the BLM fol ks
here. We really, really appreciate the input. And if
you have ot her coments, you can e-mail them | believe
M chell e shared that e-mai|l address earlier on, but
pl ease do that. It's great to hear from you.

So right nowin terns of future neetings we
have -- our next neeting is schedul ed for February.
Again we're going to assune we can pull off a
face-to-face neeting, and then we'll change accordingly
If we have to. But the schedule right nowis for
February 11th and 12th. That's already on the cal endar.

| want to nmove forward and propose neetings for
May, August, and Decenber. And just kind of keeping
themin the mddle of the nonth |ike we have been, we'd
be | ooking at May 13th and 14th, likely in Barstow
August 12th and 13th hosted by Pal m Springs, but we're
considering sonmething in the South Coast area; and then

December 9th and 10t h. | noved that one back a little
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bit fromthe holiday, and that would likely be in
Ri dgecrest or Needl es.

MEMBER POWELL: So are we going to Ridgecrest
I n February theoretically?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Excuse me?

MEMBER POWELL: Are we going to Ridgecrest in
February?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Because we were
supposed to have nmet in El Centro today, we're kicking
that nmeeting forward to February.

MEMBER POWELL: Okay. So I'll change it on the
cal endar, then.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: It fits their
recreation schedule just a little bit better.

MEMBER POWELL: For everybody's confort,
woul d suggest we not conme to Palm Springs in August.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: That's why we're
| ooki ng at the South Coast sonmewhere al ong the actual
coast, because we do have the Coastal National Monunent
out there, and we manage about 250,000 acres within the
Sout h Coast area between Pal m Springs and the
Pacific Ocean, so we are |ooking at holding it over
t here, Jayne.

VMEMBER POWELL: Okay.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: What was the date in August
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agai n, please?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: 1'll start again
with February |ooking at El Centro the 11th and the
12th; for May, the 13th and 14th; August 12th and 13t h;
and Decenmber 9th and 10th. That's a ways out, but if
you have a calendar in front of you and if you have a
conflict, if you can let us know right now  But
otherwise we'll nove forward with those dates.

Actual Iy, you know, M chelle, maybe what we
shoul d do, and Randy, is go back, check your cal endars
over the next week, send us an e-mail if you have a
conflict with those dates, and then we can propose
anot her one. That might be a little nore difficult if
we're doing it by e-mail, but we're a ways out. W can
make that worKk.

MEMBER POVWELL: So Decenber 9th and 10t h was
El Centro again?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Likely Ridgecrest.

VMEMBER POWELL: Oh, Ridgecrest.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: |'m good with them all

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: Good for ne.

VMEMBER POWELL: Sounds good to ne.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | wish I had nore plans.
["mstill not going to buy an appoi ntnment book. [|'m
still not going to buy one. Maybe next year.
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MEMBER POWELL: That's what your electronic
cal endar is for.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: [I'll send out an e-mail to
everybody within the next week with these dates with the
hope that you all can get back to nme and let nme know if
t hey i ndeed work, because the plan would be to put in a
request for a Federal Register Notice, at which tinme we
woul dn't be able to nove the dates. As we know, that
can be a lengthy process, which is why we're starting to
get it started now.

VMEMBER HOLLI DAY: Jim were you able to hear
t hose dates? Jinf

MEMBER BAGLEY: Yes. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right, Randy.
We'll turn it over to you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Were we successful in
getting a hand raised froma nenber of the public who
was going to join us?

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: No. Unfortunately | do
not see himon the public side at this time. So I know
Card was trying to work with him but either his
questi on was perhaps answered or he is still
experiencing technical difficulties. But hopefully he
saw ny e-nmail address | added to the chat, which he can

al so send coments there as well, and |I'l|l share them
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with the DAC. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | appreciate your
accommodating the public in getting their comments. |
appreciate that.

Well, then the last itemon the agenda is the
next-to-the-last itemon the agenda, but that's the | ast
Itemon the agenda, and that one is topics for the next
neeting. Let's see. I'mwlling to open the floor up
at any tine.

And, Jayne, you had brought sonething up
earlier that I only wote half down. Oh, ideas for
subgr oups.

MEMBER POWELL: Yes. So | was curious. One
area, people could bring forward their own ideas for
subgroups. And secondly, | would be interested in
knowi ng what the various field offices felt their
greatest needs were fromthe DAC, and potentially we
could create groups to support those needs, if that
woul d be appropri ate.

CHAI RPERSON BANIS:  |'ve witten it down. BLM
has too. We got it.

Next ideas?

MEMBER TAYLOR: | don't have an idea, but it
was a comment | forgot to make at the very beginning, if

| mght do so at this time. | did some research about
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filmng on Public Lands, and this is a very, very
conservative nunber |'mgoing to give you, but this is
just inmpacting the Barstow BLM offices.

Si nce 2000 t hrough now, film ng has created an
economi ¢ i npact in the neighboring conmunities of over
$65 mllion. And that's an extrenely conservative
nunber because | amm ssing a ot of information in this
calculation. And | know recreation is even higher than
that, and so it shows kind of how inportant the Public
Lands are to the |ocal comunities, both in recreation
and filmng. So | amso pleased how hard this
particular BLM office works to nake sure that happens.
| just wanted to share that.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Jayne, | had noted at the
previ ous neeting we tal ked very briefly about Speci al
Recreation Permts. But one aspect of it sort of got
focused on, and |I thought didn't sonebody ask for -- |
don't know if it was you that asked for maybe just a
rundown on how the SRP program works, when is a permt
requi red and when is it not? Does that nean anything,
or are we past that?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: | think that would be a
really interesting thing to discuss.

MEMBER POWELL: | don't recall asking that, but

| would very nuch appreciate | earning about it.
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CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: | know the issue of cost
recovery had your ears.

MEMBER POWELL: Yes, it did. | renenber
tal ki ng about that part.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Yes. And this independent
monitoring thing, | remenber that had your ears. It was
a di sconnect sonewhere al ong the way, and there was sone
m ssing pieces to connecting that.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: There's also -- you know, I'd
i ke everybody to understand that Special Recreation
Permts are what we use for recreation, too, in the
California Desert District, which is pretty unique
country.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S: Dick, are you referring to
the fees that you pay in Dunont, for exanple?

MEMBER HOLLI DAY:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BANI'S:  Those are SRPs.

MEMBER HOLLI DAY: We're paying a Speci al
Recreation Permt, and so | think it's good to review
what it costs to use the Public Lands in sonme of these
areas. | nmean, if you want to have a wedding or a party
or a group thing, what you have to go through with BLM
to get that in place. | happen to work for a conpany.
We've tried to do a custoner appreciation day

essentially, and it was |like a three-nonth operation to
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try to get that in place. So it would be interesting to
have everybody understand how all that works.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S:  Any ot her comments or
questions on future agenda itens?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Randy, you had
mentioned -- | think you did -- illegal marijuana grows.
And our BLM | aw enforcenent programis pretty involved
with the canpaign against illegal marijuana planting
with the State of California, and we definitely have our
| aw enforcenment conming in to give a presentation on
their activities.

And it's a big topic of conversation right now
because we're only touching the | aw enforcenment end of
it right now, but there is a whole other |and use and
i mpact issue that you referred to associated with, and
it is just a monunental problem But if fol ks would be
I nterested, we could definitely have a presentation on
mari j uana grows.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S: I think it's tinely.

MEMBER POWELL: | think it's very tinmely, and
know t hat the water boards are very concerned about that
fromthe state's perspective, as well as California Fish
and Wldlife. So they do a |lot of work on it, and they
have their own enforcenent. So anyway, if the two

entities could teamtogether to address the issues, |
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think it would be a benefit to the public.

And while I'"'mtalking, | msspoke on fully
havi ng nmy cal endar clear. August 12th and 13th are
al ready booked. 1'mgoing to actually be out of the
desert on those dates.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: The foll ow ng
weekend of August 19th and 20t h?

MEMBER POWELL: Yes, that's clear, or the week
bef ore.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: O hers?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Andrew, | would request we
don't do that date only because it's ny birthday weekend
and |'ve already got plans.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Absolutely. W
woul d be at a conplete |oss w thout you here.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Sorry, everyone. But w ne
tasting is inportant too.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Later in August
m ght be better anyway. So how about the 26th and 27th?

MEMBER POWELL: That worKks.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right.

CHAI RPERSON BANI' S: Good, good. Okay. So | ast
comments on future agenda itens, future dates? Three,
two, one. Okay. Let me wap up for us for a mnute.

It was great to see us getting our stride and

Page 201



maki ng plans for the future. Standing up our subgroups
today is a big step. And I'll work closely with the
points that we tal ked about today to work with the BLM
to get these neetings schedul ed and appoi nt nents brought
to the Advisory Council as soon as possible.

I want to thank Card, the BLM Zoomtech. To
keep all of this notley crew assenbl ed together from al
parts of the desert and beyond, that requires a pat on
the back and nore. And thanks for working with nmenbers
of the public so diligently to get them plugged in.

You know we'l |l always probably have sone renote
aspect to our neetings going forward. But that said,
hopefully those who are nore chal |l enged technol ogically
will be able to join us in person in the future
neetings, starting maybe as soon as our February
meet i ng.

| encourage the DAC nenbers whose terns are
expiring, please reapply. That's a personal appeal.
You're terrific representatives for the stakehol ders,
and you' re, you know, wonderful colleagues to work with.
You see things beyond the ends of your noses, and you
like to work together, and I think you're a great fit
for this group. And, please, anything | can do to help
for anybody, just make sure you get your applications

in. If you don't reapply, you can't be reappointed, so
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pl ease, please do that.

And with that said, also, let's make sure we
keep close in touch on the progress of the Myjave Trails
Nati onal Monunent when the application period for the
subgroup nmenbers opens so that we can all reach out to
peopl e who we know that may have expressed a desire to
serve on the conmttee or even just participate at the
neetings as a nenber of the public. So keep in touch
with this.

This is kind of a big deal. | think this
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent planning is probably the
bi ggest thing to cone down since DRECP and as far as the
Desert Advisory Council's potential inpact, and |
appreciate the BLMletting us stand up this conmttee to
hel p us hel p them and the Anerican people in getting a
great managenent plan for one of the nost special places
on earth, | think

So with that said, any final comments before I
turn the neeting over to Andrew?

Heari ng and seeing none, it's been a pleasure

to work with you all today. 1'mlooking forward to the
next one.

Andr ew?

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: I want to

reiterate what Randy said. Thank you all again very
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much. And, Diane, thank you for your great support
here, as well as Card. And, you know, just a hand to
M chel | e because she does an outstanding job of herding
the cats here both internally and externally.

CHAI RPERSON BANI S:  Yeah, yeah.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, DAC
menbers, for the great input. Really good conversations
today. And | agree with Randy, we're noving forward and
working toward hitting our stride here a little better.
And | do |l ook forward to your input and involvenment in
t he monunent planning effort as well as everything el se
that we're doing.

So with that, we wll call it a neeting and

officially adjourn for today. Thank you, everybody.

(The nmeeting was concluded at 3:41 p.m)

Page 204



Maker :
Seconder :
Mot i on:

Resul t:

MOTI ONS

Menber Hol I'i day

Menber Tayl or

Resume t he Dunont Dunes Subgroup and
| SDRA Subgroup and to ask the BLM
to call for menmbers for the

Moj ave Trails National Monunent
Subgr oup

Carri ed
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|, Diane Carver Mann, C.S.R No. 6008, in and
for the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng pages were taken down by ne
I n shorthand at the tinme and place stated herein and
represent a true and correct transcript of said
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that | amnot interested in
the event of the action.

Wtness nmy hand this 1st day of
Novenber, 2021.

B N
Certified Shorthand

Reporter in and for the

State of California
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10/1/2021 Mail - Van Der Linden, Michelle - Outlook

[EXTERNAL] RE: Bureau of Land Management California Desert District Desert Advisory
Council Saturday, October 2, 2021

Gary S <bertbernese@gmail.com>
Fri 10/1/2021 11:59 AM
To: BLM_CA_Web_CD <BLM_CA_Web_CD@blm.gov>; Van Der Linden, Michelle <mvanderlinden@blm.gov>

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Please forward the following message to DAC members listed below prior to tomorrow's meeting:
Robert Lovingood

James Bagley
Paul Whitehead
Randy Banis
Paul Martin

TO: DAC At-large Members and Elected Officials

After over four years of complaints to BLM and USFS, agency personnel still have done absolutely
nothing to mitigate the immense amount of resource destruction -- as well as unpermitted commercial
activities -- in Little Morongo Wilderness zones contiguous to and into Sand to Snow Nat. Mon.

Similar impacts have spread to Wilderness and Sand to Snow access points throughout Morongo Valley,
Yucca Valley and Pioneertown. BLM & USFS officials are well-aware of the affected locations.

Our communities would be all-to-happy to help...but we continue to be stymied by agency (BLM &
USFS) lack of responsiveness and disregard.

As DAC members, please ask your BLM colleagues how -- or if -- they intend to address these issues
and begin working with communities to better manage our resources.

Dr. Gary Stiler
909-362-2016

8524 Little Morongo Rd.
Morongo Valley, CA 92256

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAMKADc2ZmMxZGE4LTk1YTgtNDImMMS1iZWUwLTE4N]dIYzQzNTMyMgBGAAAAAABpOS3tuyueQL70kY... 1/1
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10/5/2021 Mail - Van Der Linden, Michelle - Outlook

[EXTERNAL] MDLT Public Comment DAC Meeting 10/2/21

Susy Boyd <Susy@mdlt.org>
Sat 10/2/2021 8:34 AM

To: Van Der Linden, Michelle <mvanderlinden@blm.gov>
Cc: Cody Hanford <cody@mdlt.org>

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Hello Michelle,
Below, please find Mojave Desert Land Trust’s public comment for today’s DAC meeting. Thank you for all of your
help, and please let me know if you have any questions. -Susy

Mojave Desert Land Trust is engaging in a new conservation initiative to evaluate and address threats to active
Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) nest sites within the CDCA.

In cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, conservation
groups, private landowners and other entities, the project will help create a thorough database of Prairie Falcon
eyrie locations, nest site characterization, and an assessment of potential threats (e.g., development
encroachment, off-highway vehicle activity, recreational shooting sites) with the goal of identifying and
implementing management actions to reduce threats and provide long-term benefits to the Prairie Falcon
population.

MDLT will help organize and convene meetings for a Prairie Falcon Working Group comprised of non-profit
organizations, representatives from state and federal resource agencies, and other raptor experts. The Working
Group will establish an ongoing dialogue addressing issues around Prairie Falcon conservation and pursue joint
funding opportunities to reduce threats to eyries.

MDLT looks forward to collaborating with BLM’s scientific and field staff for the benefit of the Prairie Falcon
populations across the CDCA.
-Cody Hanford, Deputy Executive Director, Mojave Desert Land Trust

Susy Boyd
Public Policy Coordinator
Cell: 650.720.0384 | Office: 760.366.5440 X241

Email: susy@mdIt.org
P.O. Box 1544 | 60124 29 Palms Hwy | Joshua Tree, CA 92252

Celebrating 15 years of desert conservation. Become a member today!
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