© 00 N oo o b~ W N

N N N N NN P P PP R R PR
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o &~ W N +—» O

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT DESERT ADVI SORY COUNCI L

MEETI NG

Sat urday, August 7, 2021
8:43 a. m

Rempte via Zoom

Reported by: O iver Goodman-WAters
JOB No. : 4742270

Page 1

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

T T N T N T T T S e R R S S S
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0ol M WO N +— O

APPEARANCES

Li st of Attendees:

M chel | e Van Der

Andr ew Archul et a,

District

Geg Ml ler,
Desert District
M ke Ahrens, Fiel

Ryan Chatterton,
Tim G lloon, Fie
Ofice

Katri na Synons,
Car | Fi el

Chai

Synons,
Randy Bani s,
James Bagl ey,
Nat han Franci s,
Ri chard Hol | i day,
Paul Martin,
WIlliamMtchell,
Jayne Powel |,
DAC
Robert Robi nson,
Dan Taylor, Film
Ed Stovin,

Mat t hew G bbs,

Associ ate District

Fi el d Manager,

Publ i ¢ Menber,
Menber,

Menber,

Energy and M ner al

Techni cal

Li nden, Public Affairs O ficer

District Manager, California Desert

Manager, California

d Manager, Needles O fice
Field Manager, El Centro Ofice

d Manager, Palm Springs - South Coast
Barstow O fice

d Manager, Ridgecrest O fice
rman, DAC

DAC
DAC
Menmber, DAC
DAC
Member, DAC

Devel opnment | nterest,
Tri be Representative, DAC

| ndustry Representative

O f Road Vehicle Representative

Support

Page 2

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




o N o 0o b~ W N B

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

A PPEARANTCES,

Amy Fesnock, Presenter
Dana Stephenson, Presenter
Paul Whitehead, Member at Large

James Gannon, Presenter

( CONT.)

Page 3

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

CONTENTS
AGENDA | TEM
Wel come and Call to Order, Review of
Meeti ng Agenda, Procedures for Public
Comment, and Zoom protocols - Andrew
Archul eta and M chell e Van Der Linden
Desert Advisory Council Member Reports
Randy Banis and Council Members
Rol e and Function of DAC Subgroups -
Andrew Archul et a

Twent yni ne

DRECP | npl ementation - Greg M|l er,
Associ ate District Manager
Mor ni ng Break
Desert Tortoise Status Update - Any
Fesnock, CDD Resource Advi sor
Update on Filmng Permts and Fil m ng
in CDD - Andrew Archul eta
Lunch Break
Recreati on Season Summary - Dana
St ephenson, Outdoor Recreation Planner
District/Field Office/Fire Overvi ews
California Desert District
Bar st ow

El Centro

PAGE

19

43

64

112

123

152
156
171

Page 4

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o0 b~ w N P

N N N N N N P P PP PR R R PP
g A W N P O © © N O U A W N PP O

CONTENT S (CONT.)
AGENDA | TEM
Needl es
Pal m Spri ngs- Sout hcoast
Ri dgecr est
Fire/ Fuels - Andrew Archul eta, Katrina
Synmons, Ryan Chatterton, M ke Ahrens,
Tim G Iloon, Carl Symons, James Gannon
Br eak
Public Comments on Agenda and Non- Agenda
Items - Randy Banis
Di scussion: Items to Consider at Future
Meeti ngs - Randy Banis, Council Members
and Andrew Archul eta
W ap-up and Concl usion - Randy Banis

Adj ourn

PAGE
181
191
204

229

210

245
253
255

Page 5

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

PROCEEDI NGS

REPORTER: Good norning. M nane is
A iver Goodman-Waters. | amthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. | am
a Notary authorized to take acknow edgenents and
adm nister oaths in California. W are now on the
record.

This is a hearing for the Bureau of
Land Managenent California Desert District Advisory
Counci | taken for public comment at 8:48 a.m on
August 7, 2021 held renotely via Veritext virtual
t echnol ogy.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: -- California
Desert District and al so the Designated Federal
Oficial for the Desert Advisory Conmttee. So again,
t hanks everyone for joining us. You know, we're stil
maneuvering through the COVID issues, but glad that we
can at least neet virtually. W tentatively have a
face-to-face nmeeting scheduled in October, so |ooking
forward to that and hope it -- it does work out.

So I'"'mgoing to do a roll call here of
the BLM Fi el d Managers and have them do just a rea
qui ck introduction of thenselves. And then |I'm going
to do the sane thing with the DAC nenbers. And then

once we've done that, we'll go over sone Zoom
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protocols. And then I'"mgoing to turn the neeting
over to our esteened chair, M. Randy Banis. So let's
start out with a roll call here with the Field
Managers. So actually I'mgoing to start with Geg
Mller, who is the associate district manager. He's
new in that position. So, G eg.

MR. MLLER  Yes, good norning
everybody. I1'mGeg MIler, I'"'mthe associate
district manager for the California Desert District.
|"ve been with the Desert District for 13 years now.
Started in the Renewal Energy Coordination O fice here
In the Desert District and noved ny way into this
position just |ast year. Wl cone, everybody.

MR. ARCHULETA. Thank you, G eg. Let's
go to M ke Ahrens.

MR. AHRENS: Sorry about that, | had
trouble with the nmute button. Good norning everybody
and wel cone to the DAC Meeting here. Mke Ahrens, |I'm
the Needl es Field Manager there over the Needles Field
Office. 1've been in the Needles Field Ofice for |
think it's about 15 years now, and with the BLM a
little over 20. So yeah, happy to be here. Look
forward to the neeting.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great, thank you
M ke. And Ryan Chatterton.
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MR. CHATTERTON: Thanks, Andrew. Good
norning. Ryan Chatterton, | amthe Field Manager for
our EI Centro Field Ofice down in the southern part
of California. Been with the Bureau of Land
Management now for 13 years and have two years here in
my position as the Field Manager of the EIl Centro
Field Ofice. Thanks, Andrew.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So Ryan was our
newest Field Manager, but he's been able to hand that
off to our newest Field Manager, Tim G |lloon. Tinf

MR. G LLOON: Yeah, thank you, Andrew.
TimGIloon, I'"'mthe new Field Manager for the Palm
Springs South Coast Field Ofice. Just noved here 34
days ago, BLM officially in this position since April,
noved out from Col orado. And | spent about four years
wth the Forest Service prior to that. And |I've got
sonme private industry experience that I'"'mbringing to
the table also as a contractor for BOD and al so as
commerci al property managenment. And |'ve al so got
about 18 years' service in so far for mlitary between
active and reserve guard enlisted in officer. So
| ooking forward to working with everybody. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thanks, Tim W're
super excited to have Timon board. He's got a great

famly, and they've all noved here to the Palm Springs

Page 8

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N T T R N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0ol A WO N+~ O

area, and hopefully you'll get the chance to neet
everybody or neet Tim and others here in October. So
Katri na Synons.

M5. SYMONS: Hey, good norning.
Katrina Synons, Barstow Field Manager. And |'ve been
on board since Novenmber of 2012. Good to see all of
you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Katrina.
And Carl Synons.

MR. SYMONS: Good norning. |It's good

to see everybody. I'mCarl Synons, |I'mthe Ri dgecrest
Field Manager. |'ve also been here since Novenber of
2012. | also did a detail in 2011.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Thank you,
Carl. We'll have sonme other BLM staff giving
presentations, and they'll introduce thenselves right
bef ore they go onto those presentations today. So |I'm
going to go over to the DAC nenbers. And if you could
just introduce yourself, you know, just a little bit
about yourself. So let's start with our chair, Randy
Bani s.

CHAIR BANI'S: Good norning, everybody.
It's great to be back with you all. 1'ma
representative of the public-at-large, and I'ma

resi dent of the Desert District, on the edge of the
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Desert District, in Leona Valley. In ny spare tine, |
work in the shadow of Ed WAl dhei m as President of
Friends of EIl Mrage and Friends of Jawbone and
enj oying the partnership that we enjoy with the
Ri dgecrest Field Ofice and the Barstow Field Ofice
on those projects. So thanks again for having us
back, M chelle, Andrew, for setting this all up. And
It was nice of you to host it.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Thank you,
Randy. Janes Bagl ey.

MR. BAGLEY: Hi, good norning. M nane
Is JimBagley. |'ma resident of Twentyni ne Pal ns.
" mone of the public nmenbers, also. M famly goes
back three generations in the California desert. M
grandparents were honesteaders in Twentynine Palns in
the 1920s. | wear many different hats. I'ma rea
estate broker, comrercial pilot, and fornmer mayor of
Twentynine Palnms. And I'mglad to be on the DAC
representing the public.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Jim
And Nat han Franci s.

MR. FRANCIS: Hello, ny name is Nathan
Francis. |'ma nmenber of the DAC and served one term
before. And | work for U S. Borax.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Thank you,
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Nat han. And Richard Holliday, | believe he's on the
phone.

MR. HOLLIDAY: |I'mright here. M nane
Is Dick Holliday, and |'ve been going to the desert
for along tine. | was on the DAC from 2008 to 2011
and | was on a subgroup for quite a while from | SDRA
And | retired fromthe Edi son Conpany in 1996, so
that's about all. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, D ck.
You were hiding in the upper |eft-hand corner of ny
screen, but | see you now. All right. Paul Martin.

MR. MARTIN:. Good norning, everyone.
|'"m Paul Martin. This is nmy second termwith the DAC
|"'mw th public-at-large. |'ma mning engineer,
retired now, with 19 years of experience in the high
desert. |'mhappy to join the neeting today and | ook
forward to, you know, assisting or helping out in any
way. Thanks.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Thank you,
Paul. And Billy Mtchell.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, |I'"'ma fourth-
generation cattle rancher here in the Mjave Desert.
My fam |y has had probably six of the mmjor ranches
since the late 1920s. Currently | run Rattl esnake

Canyon Ranch. 1've had that for | guess 23 years.
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And |'mthe chair of San Bernardi no County Rangers
| mprovenent, the REAC Board, for the last 15 years |
guess. And other than that, | just slowy get rebuilt
and punch cows.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Billy.

Appreciate that. And one of our new nenbers, Jayne

Powel | .

M5. POWELL: Good norning. M nane is
Jayne Powel |, and | represent and Energy and M neral
Devel opnent Interest portion of the DAC. | have been

with Ganite up until the end of May, since 2007. And
| retired the end of May. |'m now consulting on ny
own part tinme while | enjoy having sone free tine life
as well. And in addition to participating in the DAC,
" mal so on the Region 7 Col orado Ri ver Basin Regi onal
Water Quality Control Board. And | look forward to
participating with this group. Thank you.
MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Jayne.
You've got a | ot on your plate in retirenment, as well.
M5. POWELL: Yes, why say retirenent?
MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah. All right.
Robert Robi nson.
MR. ROBI NSON: Good norning. M nane
I s Bob Robinson. | represent the interest of tribes

on the DAC. This is nmy second term
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Rob.
Good to hear fromyou. And Ed Stovin.

MR. STOVIN. | think you can hear ne
now. | represent off road vehicle users. |I'm
president of the San Diego Of Road Coalition. I|I'm
presi dent of Friends of Ccotillo Wells. |'mthe

director of the California Of Road Vehicle
Association. |'ma San Diego County Fish and Wldlife
Advi sory Comm ssioner. And | found out |'ve just
recently been appointed to National Forest Region 5
Recreational Advisory Council. | like dirt bikes.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Busy guy as wel |.
The real question is, does the three-wheeler actually
run, Ed?

MR. STOVIN. |'m sorry?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Does the three-
wheel er actually run?

MR. STOVIN. Ch yeah, it runs well.
You want to neet out there?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | haven't seen one
for a while. Okay. Let's nove on here. Dan Tayl or.

MR. TAYLOR: Good norning. | am
representing the filmindustry on this panel. And I
amthe co-filmconmm ssioner for Riverside County. |

also amthe co-filmcomm ssioner for the city of Big
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Bear Lake and the city of Temecula. |'malso the
presi dent of the president of the Inland Enpire Film
Services. And | work with the majority of the film
I ndustry that comes out to the Inland Enpire, both
Ri verside and San Bernardi no Counties. And |'m happy
to be here.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Dan.
And we do have a lot of filmindustry working out in
the desert, that's for sure. And Paul Whitehead.

MR. VWHI TEHEAD: Hello. M nane is Paul
VWi t ehead, and | am a nmenber-at-|arge from Pal m
Springs. |'ma high school teacher, and | | ook
forward to today. |It's going to be fun.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Great. Thank you,
Paul . That is everybody for BLM and the DAC. And
nost of you know M chelle. She is our public affairs
officer, and |I'm not sure what we would do w thout
her, especially for events |like this. So thank you
Mchelle for all the work you put into this. And |
wll turn it over to you to tal k about, give us sone
Zoomtips there.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Andrew.
So before | get into the Zoomtips, Matthew, do you
want to pop your canmera on real quick so | can

I ntroduce you? These neetings as you all know during
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COVID are a lot to juggle behind the scenes, so we
have Matthew with us here today. He is assisting ne
with all the Zoom stuff behind the scenes and is
extrenely hel pful.

So he has al ready put his phone nunber
up in the chat. 1'll add mne there. So if you have
any technical difficulties during the neeting, just
reach out to either of us and we'll do our best to
navi gate. Want to say a quick "hi", Matthew?

MR. GIBBS: Hi, everybody. Happy to be
here hel ping out. Thanks for joining in.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you. So the
following is for DAC nenbers. | know we've already
gone over sone of this information, but just to make
sure that everybody is fam liar and confortable wth
the neeting noving forward. |f you could just take a
m nute and at the bottom of your screen, you'll have a
ri bbon of icons there. Over in the far left-hand side

Is your nmute button. That's how you turn yourself on

and of f.

VWhen you're speaking, right next to the
mute button you'll notice that there's a little up
carrot there. |If you find that you are having issues

and you need to switch to phone audio, there's an

option there that will let you do that so you can
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actually nove this neeting to your phone if you find
that you're having bandwi dth i ssues or whatnot. So
that's a very hel pful tip.

The button next to that is your video.
We ask that you have your video on when you're
speaking, and feel free to turn it off if that nakes
you nore confortable when you' re not presenting.

What ever makes you nost confortable is great.

Matt hew, woul d you m nd quickly sharing
a screen of the agenda so we can point out the day?
You all should have received this already, but we've
got a couple of schedul ed breaks at 10:45, we're
schedul ed to do lunch at noon, and then another break
at 3. Please be patient with us as sone of these
times may slip based on presentations and whatnot, but
we're going to try to keep this as on schedul e as
possi bl e. Thank you, Matthew.

We al so have a nunmber of presentations
to go through, and there will be time for the DAC
menbers to ask questions after each of the
presentations. W ask that you hold your questions
until that tinme and when you do have a questi on,
pl ease rai se your hand and identify yourself before
speaking. That will help with the process.

At the bottom of your screen is also
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the option that allows you to raise your hand. So
like | said, if you do have a question follow ng the
presentation, just raise your hand. We'll call on you
and identify yourself before speaking so everybody
knows who everybody is during the neeting.

Al t hough this neeting is not being
recorded, we do have a court reporter who is
transcribing the neeting so we will have a record.
Agai n, Matthew has al ready put his phone nunber in the
chat. | will do the sanme. So if you have technical
| ssues, contact either of us and we will help you
navi gate. That information was for the DAC nenbers.
The follow ng information is for nmenbers of the public
wi shing to participate in public coment.

So during the public comment peri od,

you will have the ability to address the DAC during

via audio only. W will ask you that you keep your
coments to three mnutes. W' Il actually have a
countdown timer that will help you with your tim ng.

Once you have reached that three m nutes, your

m crophone will be nuted. W anticipate that we nmay
have additional time for public comment, and if that
is the case we will allow speakers a second three

m nut es.

We ask that all attendees show nut ual
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respect for each other and BLM speakers and not

exhi bit unprofessional conduct or use inappropriate

| anguage. And violation of any of this may result in
being renoved fromthe neeting. So we ask that
everybody be on their best behavior, which we know you
will be.

To the best of our ability, speakers
wll be called in the order of when you' ve raised your
hand and once the public coment period opens. And we
wi Il work through as many speakers as possible during
the 45-m nute period. |If we have nore people w shing
to speak than tinme allows, witten comment can al so be
submtted to our office. I'll put the office address
and all of that information in the chat for you.

And al so just so you're aware the
public is always wel cone to submt questions or
comments anytine to the BLMor to the DAC using that
same mailing address or e-mail that | wll put into
the chat. So thank you very nmuch for all of that.
We're going to have a great neeting.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you, Mchelle. Appreciate all the help there. And
| i ke she said, if you have any questions throughout,
you know, raise your hand. Wether the question is

about the presentation or about Zoom or about
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navi gating the platformthere. So |I'mgoing to turn
the neeting over to Randy. And Randy, if you have any
openi ng comrents and then guide us into the DAC
report, sir.

CHAIR BANI'S: ©Ch of course, happy to.
And it's nice this tine we don't have to direct people
to which way to the bathroons. First thing I'd |ike
to do today, the nunmber one thing |I'd really like to
dois I'"mnot able to see the public sitting in front
of us. And we, all of us, if |I can speak on behal f of
t he DAC nenbers, | think that's one of the things we
nost enj oy about our neetings is seeing the public and
i nteracting with the public.

And | don't know who's on board today,
who's regi stered and who's been able to join us, but |
want to give a special shout out to the rockhoundi ng
community. They've really had a lot of interactions
with ne between neetings and keep nme posted about
their activities and their needs and the changes that
they're facing in how they pursue their activities.

So thanks to the rockhounds. | know that there's sone
who j oi ned us today.

Also |'d like to say hello to ny
col l eagues fromthe Public Lands Roundt abl e of

Ri dgecrest. You're famliar with many of them because
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they're regul ar attendees of our Desert Advisory
Commttee neetings and you're well used to hearing
fromthem during the public comment period. So | hope
they're here with us today.

Speaki ng of the Ridgecrest Public
Roundt abl e and the Desert Advisory Council, | do want
to just acknow edge with heavy heart the | oss of our
col l eague Jim Kenney. | believe the BLMis going to
talk nore about Jims role, but I want to acknow edge
that, himnot being with us today.

Al so a Ridgecrest Public Lands
Roundt abl e nenber that we lost recently is also a
famliar face to the Desert Advisory Council for many
years, and that's Dave Matthew. Dave Matthew was a
regul ar one who had a unique m x and hunor and
cant anker ous approach to a |lot of the vexing issues
that the BLM works on. So we'll m ss hearing from
hi m

Wth that said, also about the public
and the public at large, during the pandem c, the
desert saw a |lot of love. Qur public |ands saw a | ot
of love fromthe public. That love didn't cone
wi t hout inpacts. Trash and probably Billy has seen a
| ot of extra love on the roads and trails in the

canyon behind his place as well and inpacts fromthat.
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But you know, thank goodness for the
public lands that they were there for the public when
the public really, really needed them And they stil
need them today and even nore so. So many of the
public has been introduced to the wonders of our
public | ands, sonetinmes for the first tine.

And it was heartwarm ng to see
everybody there, new people. New people wth new ways
to share activities with their famlies in the
backcountry. So I look forward to hearing from Dana
St ephenson who we' ve worked cl osely with when she was
at the Ridgecrest Field Ofice on other recreational
I ssues during this tine.

Wth that, | just want to close with ny
own place that |'ve shown sonme | ove for recently.

It's ny favorite place to go. People know that. They
know it so nmuch; you can't see it but on ny water

gl ass are the GPS coordinates of this favorite place
that | love to go to. This is a gift from sonmeone,
and that place is Congl onerate Mesa. And Congl onerate
Mesa is in the news and is a hot topic again with the
BLM Desert District and the Ridgecrest Field Ofice.

And |'ve been visiting that place for
decades now, and |'m concerned about the inpacts to

recreation and actually the inpacts to the activities

Page 21

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N R
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

that | pursue in that area fromthe proposed change of
access for an exploratory drilling project in the
Congl onerate Mesa. | hope to hear about that nore, if
not today, in the com ng days at the Ridgecrest

Roundt able. And for those of you who have known this
area, | wanted to put it on your radar in case you've
mssed it that there's a proposed action there.

Wth that said, thank you. That was ny
report, and | tried to use ny report to cover things
that | don't expect to hear on the agenda. That would
be the advice to ny coll eagues; if you have things
that aren't on the agenda but on your list, this is a
good tinme to bring themup now So with that ']
close and yield the floor to the next participant.

M chelle, do you want to continue calling the list or
shall | continue to | ead?

M5. VAN DER LINDEN: |'d be happy to do
that if you'd like.

CHAIR BANI'S: Go right ahead, please.

M5. VAN DER LI NDEN: M. Bagley, you

have the fl oor.

MR. BAGLEY: Thank you. | had to cone
back on. I1'mglad to be back at |east via Zoom
meeting. Like Randy, | have a great concern about not

being able to neet in public. W are the public
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I nteraction with the Bureau of Land Managenent and
there is no substitute for the personal interaction

t hat we have when we're out on our field inspections
the day before the DAC neeting and during the DAC
neeting itself. So I'mglad to hear, Andrew, that

we' ve got an Cctober neeting scheduled. And | hope in
the future we'll get back to this in-person schedul e
in a safe and effective way.

COVI D- 19 has changed the | andscape for
all of us, but the public |lands are nore inportant
than ever for people to find renpte and sati sfying
recreational opportunities. And I'mglad to be
I nvol ved and | ook forward to seeing you all in person
in the near future.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Bagley. M. Francis, you have the fl oor.

MR. FRANCI S: Sorry about that, I'm
trying to get unnute. Yeah, |I'mjust happy to be here
again and be with the group and hearing the public
comment s about our public lands. And agree this |ast
year and a half, they have been heavily used.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Francis. M. Kenney, you have the floor. M. Kenney,
I f you're avail able, you have the fl oor.

MR. G BBS: Mchelle, | think you can
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keep noving down the |ist.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: We'll circle back.

MR. G BBS: Sure.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: M. Martin, you
have the fl oor.

CHAIR BANI'S: W can use that as a
monment of silence for Jim

M5. VAN DER LI NDEN: Oh ny goodness.
Thank you. M. Martin, you have the floor.

MR. MARTI N: Hel |l o everyone. Yeah, |I'm
| ooking forward to working with everyone this season
again and | ooking forward to our neetings in person.
And | was with Mneral Resources. Now I'mwth the
public at large, so I'"mjust |ooking forward to
hel ping out in any way possible. So thank you for
havi ng me here today.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you. M.
Mtchell, you have the floor.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, so we all should
have a nmonent of silence, too, for Jerry Hilliard. He
has passed away | think maybe a nonth ago. He did a
| ot of work on the CDCA with the ranchers and
devel oping the first plan we had. | just think we
should bring himup. And | don't know what |

represent, | think I'mone of the cattlenen, but |
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don't know what they have the title for. It used to
be renewabl e resources, | thought. But | have no idea
what it is now But if you acknow edge that, | would
appreciate it. Thank you.

M5. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Mtchell. M. Powell, you have the fl oor.

M5. POWELL: Thank you, Mchelle. And
to echo everyone else's comments, |'mglad that we are
able to neet via Zoom and | ook forward to neeting in
person and to having our field trips as well. And I
wanted to particularly thank the staff for all the
work that they've been doing on the EIRs and novi ng
the projects forward through the COVID period and not
|l etting them | angui sh because it is inportant to
everyone whose project is up for consideration or
devel opnent of the EIRs.

And particularly with all of the energy
and the m neral resource activities, energy is a huge,
huge i ssue and the m neral resources, the need for
t hose particularly with the infrastructure package for
m neral resources that m ght go through Congress
eventually. So thank you for your efforts there.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Ms.
Powel | . M . Robi nson, you have the floor.

MR. ROBI NSON: Hel | o. "1l al so be
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happy to have back the in-person neetings. | think
the people that are at sonewhat of a di sadvantage are
new nmenbers who haven't had an in-person neeting. And
| think that the value is great.

So |I've been working with the Ownens
Vall ey tribe on a nunber of issues up in the North
Onens Val ley and then also with the different solar
projects on the desert, nost of which are on private
property, actually. And then | have sone questions
| ater on regarding the Ridgecrest Field Ofice, also.
That's all | have for now. Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Robi nson. M. Stovin, you have the floor.

MR. STOVIN. I'mwth the San Diego O f
Road Coalition, and we have a couple of activities
pl anned for the California Desert District area. Oay
Mountain is managed by the Palm Springs Ofice, and it
Is right along the border and kind of close to the
coast .

And we're hosting a clean up out there
Septenber 25th, Public Lands Day. |'ve heard that
there's a lot of trash along there from shooters, from
i nternational travelers, and fromoff roaders. |[|'ve
never heard of a cleanup out there, but we treasure

the area and |ike being able to recreate out there.
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So we're having a cleanup.

I n Novenmber, we're hosting the Lost
Li zards Fun Run, a poker run that we do by
Superstition Mountain and |and that's managed by the
El Central Field Ofice. This is our 16th one, and |
believe it's our sixth one in the BLMIland. W're
al so having a cleanup that sanme day, so we're going to
have a dunpster out there picking up trash. So we
appreciate having these areas to recreate in. That's
it.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Stovin. M. Taylor, you have the fl oor.

MR. TAYLOR: | apol ogize for not
| ooki ng at the canera here, but ny nonitor is over
here. So forgive nme for not |ooking at you guys. As
| said before, | represent the filmindustry. And the
filmindustry likes to filmwhere people recreate.
They like to fil mwhere conpani es m ne, where
renewabl e energies are built. They like to filmin
all those areas, so ny goal is to try and encourage
nore EAs to be done in those areas to include filmng
so that the economc inpact fromthe filmindustry in
the Desert Region is increased.

Because filmng has, in the Inland

Enpire itself, Riverside and San Bernardi no County,
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since "93 | want to say, has been alnost $1.4 billion
of econom c inpact to the local comunity. So |I want
to see that increased and be good partners with the
| ocal community around federal |ands and help themto
be able to benefit fromthat econom c i npact.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, M.
Taylor. M. Witehead, you have the floor.

MR. VWHI TEHEAD:. Hello. Once again ny
name i s Paul \Witehead, and |I'ma high school teacher.
And | want to thank Mchelle for all of the e-mails

and keeping us informed of everything that's going on.

| appreciate it and | read themall. So thank you,
M chelle. As a high school teacher, | want to pronote
desert safety in our schools. | think that's

i nportant for kids of all ages, especially high school
ki ds that may be out there doing things in the desert
and you know, driving and recreating.

So | believe, you know, things |ike
staying hydrated and just basic desert safety. 1|'d
| ove to do nore pronotion. And | renenber one of the
neetings we had | ast year where | tal ked about these
ki nds of pronotional activities, but then there, you
know, wasn't much school going on. So maybe in this
next year |'lIl be able to, you know, spearhead a

project. Thank you.
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MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you for that
M. VWhitehead. M. Banis, you have the floor.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thank you. Everybody
caught up, huh? Sounds great. Let's go onto the next
item of business. |1'd like to call on Andrew
Archul eta, our Desert District Manager, to present the
report of the BLM and you may even be calling on sone
of your coll eagues to help.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Let's see here. I
think we're going to start out wi th subgroups, Randy.
But before I junmp into that, | wanted to say | really
appreciate all the work that everybody is doing and
all the groups that you all are involved with. It's
amazi ng just how many different things are going on
out there.

And sonme of you are already doing this,
but if you're not, if BLMcan partner with you, Ed on
that cl eanup, for exanple, if you re needing sone
support there from BLM be sure you reach out to the
| ocal Field Manager. And we'll see how we can help
you out there.

So there's been a | ot of questions
about subgroups, and | just want to share a little bit
of information about it and have a di scussion of where

we want to go with subgroups. So |I'mgoing to share

Page 29

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N R
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

my screen. Hopefully I can do this successfully. All
right. Mchelle, can you see that?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN:  Yes.

CHAIR BANI'S: And | can, too.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you.

MR. GIBBS: Andrew, we're seeing the
full PowerPoint window So if you want to try to put
it into Presenter Mbdde you can do that now. Right
next to the zoomin on the bottomright of the w ndow
is that little button that | ooks like a -- yeah, there
you go. Perfect.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Did that change it?

MR. GIBBS: Not yet. It mght be
processi ng.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: G ve ne just a
second here.

MR. GIBBS: Now at the top there where
you see Display Settings, click Display Settings and
t hen there should be an option for |ike Swap Presenter
Mode. Do you see the Display Settings there at the
top left?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | do not.

MR. G BBS: Right above where your

nouse is right now, there's Show Taskbar, Di splay
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Settings, and End Slideshow. So three options at the
top of the Presenter NMode w ndow.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Click on which one?

MR. G BBS: Display Settings.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | am not seeing
t hat .

MR. GIBBS: Right next to your npuse.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: That one?

MR. GIBBS: Yep. So you click on that
and then Swap Presenter View and Slideshow. That
should do it.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Did that work?

MR. G BBS: Stand by. It looks |ike
it's loading. It's not doing anything yet. Maybe the
conputer is having a hard tinme. Do you want me pul
up the slideshow?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah, that m ght be
easier. |'mnot sure what's going on here. I'm
seeing it fine on nmy end.

CHAIR BANI'S: Looks good now.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. You can
tell who are the newbies to the technol ogy here. W
we'll go ahead with the back subgroups. There's been
sonme questions about, can we continue to have the

subgroups and whi ch subgroups exist here in the Desert
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District? So | just want to cover a few things and
then like | said open it up to discussion. So next
sl i de.

So subgroups or subcommttees are
al | owed, you know, under FACA. They nust fall under
and report to a chartered advisory commttee. That
for us is the DAC. And technically the subgroups are
formed by the BLM but they actually report to you
all, to the DAC. So because they're reporting to the
DAC and not to the BLM nost of the rules that apply
to you, the DAC, the parent advisory commttee, don't
actually apply to a subgroup. So it makes it a little
easier for those subgroups to function.

One of the requirenents is that the
desi gnated federal official or an alternate nust
attend the subgroup neetings. And then any
recommendati ons that come out of a subgroup have to be
deli berated by the full DAC before they can be adopted
because it's the full DAC that falls under that
chartered advisory commttee.

So subgroups can be tenporary. W can
formone to work on a specific issue. Wen that issue
I's resolved or goes away, that subgroup would go away.
O they can be nore permanent to focus on an area |ike

Dunont Dunes, Jawbone, or Inperial Sand Dunes, for
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exanpl e. Next slide.

So these are the subgroups that | am
aware of, and the Field Managers have |let ne know
about. | know Randy, you have been involved a | ong
time with the DAC and ot her here, you've had subgroups
up and running and there may be ot hers.

But the ones |I'm aware of are the
subgroup for Dunont Dunes out of Barstow. There was
one that existed for Inperial Sand Dunes. | don't
believe it has met in quite a while. That's out of El
Centro. | don't know if a subgroup ever formed, but I
know t here was a | ot of discussion about a subgroup
for Mojave Trails, and that's out the Needles Field
Ofice. And then I'll start with you, Randy. Are you
aware of any others that have existed or that we m ght
want to --

CHAIR BANI'S: You know, there were a
number of subgroups that really did terrific work and
wor ked very hard on an ad hoc basis on issues that had
Its time in the decision-making arena. And then the
subgroup's mssion term nated, the Wst Mjave Root
Net wor k subgroup. We had a DRECP subgroup. And all
of those really functioned and did sone great work.

But as for ongoing groups that still

have their mssions in front of them Dunont Dunes and
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| nperial Sand Dune subgroups are the only two that |'m
aware of that continued to have calls for action. The
Moj ave Trails National Mnunment subgroup was

aut horized, and it got to the point of com ng up with
how many nenbers and what interests would be
represented on that subgroup. And at that point the
process stall ed.

So the Mpjave Trails National Mnunent
subgroup did not see formation or see any action. And
again that's all I'"'maware of that's on the table for
functioni ng and appoi nted subgroups.

And may | just say also one of the
reasons that the Inperial Sand Dune group was unabl e
to neet regularly in a fornmal capacity was because of
a | ack of DAC nenbers fromthe sout hern-nost part of
the state and Ed Stovin has served as a vol unteer
before he served on the Desert Advisory Commttee. Ed
Stovin served on the Inperial Sand Dunes subgroup for
many years, and it's nice to see that DAC has direct
representation as far as that nexus is required to
have a DAC nenber present at the subgroup neetings.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right.

Matt hew, go ahead and go to the next slide. There's
not nmuch on it there. But | want to open it up to

questions or coments and then we'll talk a little bit
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about what | see as the next steps. But anybody have
guestions or coments about what we covered or
comments on a subgroup?

MR. HOLLIDAY: 1'd like to also nention
t hat we used to have a subgroup for the special
recreation permt that was to help the people that
were running races and other things to work nore with
the BLMto get special recreation permts processed a
little bit better. And I don't know what the status
of that one is.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: If | may, the special
recreation subgroup was anot her one that had a | ot of
meetings and actual ly produced a product. And that
was a tenplate operating plan for comrercial events,
particularly commercial notorized events. And
t hought that was a really great product.

And | know that the BLM has put many
pi eces of that tenplate into its working operations.
But that sort of nmarked the end of that group. |
don't think it had another work product envisioned for
it yet, but I know that there was discussions fromthe
non- nmot ori zed conmunity about hoping to resolve
anbiguities with smaller clubs and trying to better

define casual use versus a permtted event especially
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with respect to advertising requirenments and ot her
triggers that were sort of fromthe predigital era.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Li ke having a weddi ng or
sonething like that. Some of that stuff becane quite
hard to process --

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Okay.

CHAIR BANIS: Well | do know of
weddi ngs that have been permtted since. That's for
sure. | hear about them periodically. But it canme to
be confusing if a club of 12 nenbers, it could be a
garden club, wants to go to on a hike at Surprise
Canyon to look at the flowers. |If they pitched in for
| unch, if they put it on their website, how did al
these things play into those rules with respect to was
there a fee or was advertising conducted? So it's
these smaller little groups that we're just bringing
up the points that they didn't know where the |ine
was.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: We have Dana
St ephenson on a little bit later. Maybe she can speak
just a little bit to that when she's giving her
present ati on.

MS. POWELL: Since |I'mnew to the DAC,
could you share what the focus of the Inperial Sand

Dunes subgroup was intended to be and what their
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obj ectives and work products were if any that have
ei ther been set or produced?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: They' ve not
functioned since |I've been here. |'msorry, Randy.
was going to see if Ed could respond to that.

MR. STOVIN. |I'mon. The Inperial Sand
Dunes is a very heavily used recreation area. They
may get a mllion visits a year. And users are
i nterested in the nmanagenment of the dunes. There's a
wi de variety of activities that managenent does,
anywhere fromrenoving sand fromroads. Believe it or
not overnight a foot of sand can bl ow on a road that
woul d separate notorhonmes fromthe outside world.

There's an endangered species there,
the Peirson's mlk vetch and all kind of activities
t hat take place. There's a whole ganut of activities
around there that people are interested in. And we
can all get together and discuss problens and
sol uti ons.

There's a dirt road, a wash road, that
many t housands of people use to canp and recreate
from And there's been a chronic dust problemthere.
And the BLM has worked on a material they put on the
road that suppresses dust. Discuss all kind of stuff.

It's a very worthwhile group to have neetings. |
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don't know. Do you have any questions about it?

M5. POWNELL: Well 1'd like to help get
that rejuvenated when we're allowed to nmeet in person

MR. STOVIN. Yeah, there's a |ot of
people that would like to see that conme back to life.

MR. BAGLEY: 1'd also |ike to vol unteer
if there's a shortage of DAC nenbers for the Inperial
Sand Dunes, | would be interested. And |'m also very
Interested in the Mojave Trails group we've been
tal ki ng about for a long tine.

MR. STOVIN. Dick Holliday's been to
quite a few. | think every neeting |'ve been to Dick
was there.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah, |'ve been on a
subgroup for the prior TRT for 20 years. It does have
a lot of good input fromthe users and also allows the
people like nyself that are out there to transfer sone
i nformation fromthe BLMout to the public people.

MR. STOVIN: And vice versa. Sonetines
the BLM needs to hear fromthe users.

CHAI R BANI S: H Billy.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, the problemin
Rattl esnake Canyon is they advertise these guys taking
people up through it. |Is there criteria how many

people are allowed to go? Like |I had 100 Jeeps one
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weekend that went through two different Saturdays and

Sundays with no permts. | asked themif they had a
permt, and they said no. |1Is there a regulation for
t hat ?

CHAIR BANI'S: Yeah | was just going to
say those are exactly the kind of things that that
subgroup used to tal k about, honestly. Those are the
ki nds of issues, but | did want to just say one item
I n response to Jayne's question about its m ssion.

The Dunont Dunes and the | SDRE subgroups, both of
t hose areas involve user fees. There are very few fee
areas in the Desert District.

And because there are user fees at both
of those |ocations, there was interest anong the users
to work with the BLMin seeing how their nonies are
spent. Because the fees that are collected at those
fee areas go directly back to those fee areas. And so
that was part of the inpetus as well.

M5. POWELL: Thank you

MR. TAYLOR: | would also like to ask a
question about starting a subgroup for the interest
for filmng. |If that would be a possibility for ne to
be able to gather those who are interested in filmng
on BLM | ands and have sone input on what can be done

to help the BLMor to advise in that aspect.
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MR. MTCHELL: | wouldn't m nd being on
t hat .

MANAGER ARCHULETA: 1'mgoing to junp
In here real quick. And that's a good segue there,
Dan, for what | was thinking. One thing | had hoped
to do was to | ook through the files and kind of see
what had been done in the past to organi ze subgroups.
But we noved our office. Everything is in boxes. So
| didn't make it that far.

So what I'd like to do is to work with
M chell e and Randy and | ook for that docunentation and
t hen put sonething together that we just send out via
e-mai|l that kind of lays out the process for setting
up a subgroup and what that would entail and
menmbership and that kind of thing. Does that make
sense, Randy?

CHAIR BANIS: It's a care and feeding
docunent .

MANAGER ARCHULETA:  Ckay.

MR. HOLLIDAY: And while we're on the
subgroup deal there, is there sonething to get the
current ones, at |east the Dunont and the | SDRA
subgroups back worki ng? Because | know we haven't
been able to work because we haven't had approval from

the DAC. And we'd like to get approval fromthe DAC
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menbers so that we can continue on with what we need
to do, especially as the desert seasons are comnm ng up
here in Septenmber and October or October and Novenber
anyway. The desert seasons start having nore
visitors.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Randy, |I'mgoing to
default to you a bit here. What was the process for
enabl i ng those subgroups?

CHAIR BANI'S: The subgroup nmenbers had
terms. They were fixed terns. They were usually
three-year terns. They were staggered. And not to
want to delivery any bad news, but | would only guess
that all of our terms have expired at this point.

What woul d normal |y happen is a Field Manager who is

assigned to that advisory council would work with the
Desert District to put out a news release calling for
nom nations with a deadline.

There was an application formthat was
downl oaded fromthe website. And the applications
went to the Desert District to be collected, and |
think there was a small anpbunt of vetting at the | ocal
| evel .  And then those candi dates that qualified were
sent over to the Chair who presented themto the ful
DAC. And the DAC nade the actual appointnents. The
Chai rman of the DAC appoints the Chair of each
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subgr oup.

It doesn't have to be the Desert
Advi sory Council menber, but often it is because they
provide the nexus. And then fromthere nost of the
time nmeetings were noticed through news rel eases, but
in the nost recent years, Katrina | renmenber had to
put these Dunont Dunes neetings into the federal
register for a while at the end of the Obama
adm ni stration.

MR. HOLLIDAY: | know that as far as
| rperial Sand Dunes, they called for nenbers here
about two years ago. And | put ny application in, and
it went into the BLM So there's probably sone
applications sitting around there on sonebody's desk
or on file.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So give us a little
bit of time there, Dick, and we'll see what we have on
hand there. | know there's a |lot com ng up but let us
get those boxes unpacked and see what we have in place
already so we're not reinventing the wheel too nuch.

So if you recall those couple of
criteria that | covered, as |long as the subgroup
operates under the unbrella of the DAC, we don't have
to publish in the federal register and we don't have

to publish even notes fromthe neetings. | nean
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that's always a good idea to keep those, but we do
have a lot of flexibility. That's what I'mtrying to
say there. And so Randy, we'll work on sonething to
put out to the rest of the DAC nenbers to take a | ook
at and agree on a process there.

CHAIR BANI'S: Sounds terrific. Any
| ast comments on this itenf

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: M. Banis, | see
that M. Mtchell still has his hand up. |'m not sure
i f he has a question or not.

MR. MTCHELL: Oh | didn't get the
arrow off here. Sorry about that.

CHAIR BANI'S: Terrific. Thank you.
Andrew, | think the next itemwe call upon the
Associ ate District Manager, Geg MIler to update us
on DRECP i nplenmentation. Am| on the sane train? Are
we all on the sane train here? Good. H Geg. How
are you? Good to see you agai n.

MR. MLLER. Good to see you, too
Randy. Thank you. Yes, it's good to be seen as well.
Li ke everyone has expressed, hopefully in person real
soon. Yeah so again ny nane is Geg MIller. | amthe
Associ ate District Manager for the California Desert
District here in the newy established office at Pal m

Springs. W noved from Moreno Valley just recently.
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And |'m here to tal k about the
I npl enentation for the DRECP 4. For those of you who
are not famliar with the DRECP, the Desert Renewabl e
Energy Conservation Plan, this is a BLM plan that was
put together, it started out as a nultiagency plan in
2008 with CDF&W the California Energy Conm ssion, the
Fish and Wldlife Service, and BLMto put together a
pl an that covers 22.5 mllion acres of land in
southern California in the desert and to tal k about
where to place renewabl e energy projects as well as
conservation areas.

And |'m going to share ny screen, and
we'll get to this. Al right, so Randy if you can see
that let ne know and |I'Il start.

CHAIR BANIS: It looks terrific. Thank
you.

MR MLLER Al right. Well like I
said the Desert Renewabl e Energy Conservation Plan or
DRECP was EI'S and Record of Decision was conpleted in
Sept enber of 2016. So we're comng up on a five-year
anni versary for that. And during that tine we've had
sone acconplishments associated with that as well as
what the inplenentation plan was noving forward.

We're going to be tal king about that now.

So the planning area for the DRECP |i ke
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| said covered 22.5 mllion acres in southern
California. You can see the dark outline here is the
California Desert Conservation area. And then the
dashed outline is the DRECP area. There are sone
areas that include a finger up towards Oamens Lake in
Bi shop Field O fice and then sone |ands that are in
the Bakersfield Field Ofice as well, so we

I ncorporated a bit of central California desert on
this as well.

There are two main goals for the DRECP,
overarching goals. One was renewabl e energy. And the
| dea was to provide a streamined process for
renewabl e energy transm ssion and generation in the
desert. And the other goal was conservation. And the
i dea here was to provide for |long-term conservation
and managenent of special status species and |ong-term
protection of physical, cultural, scenic, and soci al
resour ces.

So in order to address sone of that
basi ¢ background for the DRECP is that the BLM
established a little over 400,000 acres of what's
cal | ed Devel opnent Focus Areas where the renewabl e
energy transm ssion and generation projects would be
focused. These red areas here identify areas that are

set aside or designated for specific renewal energy
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type of projects, whether it be geothermal, solar,
wi nd, or conbi nations thereof.

And then on the conservation side, the
BLM desi gnated about 3.9 mllion acres of what's
called California Desert National Conservation Lands.
And those overlap with sonme areas of critica
envi ronmental concern and sone ot her issues bel ow.
And then on top of that, the map doesn't just include
all the w lderness areas that we have out there as
wel | .

So that gives you an idea of what the
two maj or goals, the |l and designations are for the
DRECP: Conservation and the renewabl e energy side of
things. So sone of the acconplishnments that happened
over the course of the last five years is the National
Hi storic Preservation Act, Section 106 Programmatic
Agreenment cane together. Just recently we had anot her
nmeeting with the consulting parties on that just to
reinvigorate that and kickstart it again.

We're still continuing to work on two
DRECP-w de Conservati on Managenent Actions, or CMAs.
One is the Conpensatory Mtigation Process for
i ndi rect and communal inpacts of the projects in the
PA.  And another is Cultural Resources Sensitivity

Anal ysis, for our early-design phase resource

Page 46

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N R
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

avoi dance. And we're still working on those with
consulting parties doing another round of work in the
PA. The Programmatic Agreenent is being revisited
again, and we're looking at if the tribes and the

ot her consulting parties are noving forward then.

Anot her acconplishnment we had during
the five years was to have an MOU with the REAT
agenci es, the Renewable Energy Action Team Those are
BLM Fish and WIldlife Service, CDF&W and Energy
Comm ssi on, of course. And we devel oped that as an
energy plan with the REAT team It's identified to
advance federal and state natural resource
conservation goals by also neeting requirenents of the
ESA, the California ESA, National Conservation
Community Plan Act, and also, | can't renenber what
the CCP is. I|I'msorry. And also facilitate tinely
and streamining permtting for renewabl e energy.

Al so we cane together to work on a
durability agreenent which we are still working on
wth BLM and CDF&W The objective is to provide a
| ong-term durabl e conservation on public |ands for
mtigation required by COF&W And that's in |ieu of
requiring an acquisition, which as you all know erodes
the tax base --

And we're initiating a pilot project.
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Actually we're working on one right now. Hopefully
that will work out to do well for us. Another
accomplishment, I'"'msorry | went through that real

qui ck, another acconplishnent is BLMis currently
wor ki ng on form ng a project managenent and support
team And it's a 15-person teamwth five project
managers identified to work specifically on helping to
stream i ne conpliance and approval processes for
renewabl e energy projects. And that's being

supervi sed by Brandon Anderson at the District O fice.
And he has got a great teamthat he's building. And
we hope to start working on getting that team put

t oget her and their concentration will be on the
specific projects identified across the district.

Anot her acconpli shnment that happened
just recently really is InterimRi ght-of-Wy Rent
Policy. The 2016 regul ati on amendnent caused the
Increase in rental rates in several California
counties. So California took the |lead in devel opi ng
an InterimRi ght-of-Wy Policy for solar and w nd
rental reduction requests. W recently canme out with
a proposed -- and | don't knowif it's final yet;
Andrew, maybe you can help ne with that, proposed
rental policy for California that actually reduced the

rent that was brought together by the 2016 regul ati on.

Page 48

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N T T O O N R N T o e
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o~ W N +—» O

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Not totally
conplete. Still working on it, but we're getting
t here.

MR. MLLER Yes, so we're close to
doing it. And then another acconplishnment we have was
mappi ng for the disturbance caps. Now all of the AC
agencies that is of critical environnental concern and
the California Desert National Conservation Lands have
di sturbance caps associated with them

So it's a percentage of disturbance
that can be allowed within a certain area, and they
have assi gned di sturbance caps. So what we do is we
| ook at the all owabl e versus the existing disturbance,
and then that's calculated. So if the cap has not
been net, then a potential proposed project that
di sturbs sone areas in there can be done or can nove
forward as long as it doesn't go above that cap of
di st ur bance.

We' ve already had the baseline for al
of these areas mapped, which is a |large
acconplishnment. And that was really a good step
forward for us. So now we have all that and all of
the informati on has been upl oaded into the USGS
Servi ce Di sturbance Anal ysis and Recl amati on and

Tracking Tool, or SDARTT so that the team of BLM fol ks
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can use that tool to help determ ne what the

di sturbance cap is and how much di sturbance woul d
occur over the cap should a proposed project nove
forward.

So the other thing we've acconplished
and going to acconplish is the CMAs, or the
Conservation Managenent Actions. W have devel oped
several guidance docunents for inplenentation of those
CMAs. We have and we're currently training all of the
new enpl oyees on those inplenentation, the
under st andi ng, the gui dance associated with the CMAs.
We're continuing to evaluate and refine and
I ncorporate | essons | earned associ ated wth CMAs,
especi ally when noving forward with some overl appi ng
desi gnations that require that we | ook at different
CMAs that m ght be in conflict and how we nove forward
with those.

And then one of the things we're
wor ki ng on now is we've contracted an experienced
program wor ker. Many of you know him W just
contracted him Russell Scofield, who is back from
retirement helping us out to do a plan consolidation
and working with hundreds of the prior CBCA plan
amendnent s.

Whi ch, what the DRECP was was a pl an
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amendnent to the CBCA, our |latest |land use plan is
what we would be using. And trying to consolidate
themall down into one single plan so that when the
public goes to | ook or the BLM goes to |look at a
docunment to see what the guidance is for a specific
piece of land for BLMin the California Desert
District, including Bakersfield and Bi shop, they'l|

have one spot to |look. And that's all | have, so if
there are any questions, I'll be willing to take
t hose.

M5. POWELL: So | have a question
This is Jayne. What is your tineline for conpleting
t he consol i dated docunents? That's a great idea to
have everything put in one docunent, but how | ong w |
it take?

MR MLLER: So |'ve got a good start
on that, a very good start noving forward. W are
close. | would say we're, you know, in the 60, 70
percent range of getting it conpleted. So with
Russell on board and working with a contractor, we're
hoping to get that done within a year. Maybe a little
bit nore, 18 nonths at the nost | believe. So |I'm
hopi ng that that won't take that |ong, but that's what
our goal is.

M5. POWELL: Thank you.
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CHAIR BANIS: Al right. W get to see
the DRECP inplenentation in action with the West
Moj ave Route Network Designation Plan. That was one
of the first or maybe the first big designation plan
to occur in the district to fall under those
si deboards. It was kind of |ike the sane.

It was |i ke the planning process
before, just a little different sideboards. It didn't
change really that nuch. | think probably the BLM
line staff that was working on a route-by-route
anal ysi s probably found those DRECP si deboards such as
di sturbance caps and such nore hand tying to the
options that they had on the table for designing a
route network than the public saw. But that's ny
observati ons.

M5. POWELL: | have anot her questi on.
In ternms of the Salton Sea and the BLM s invol venent
with that as well as the proposed new l[ithium
production facilities that have been in the news down
there, I was wondering if there had been neetings with
the project proponents on that and what the status
was.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Greg, do you want
me to cover that?

MR MLLER | was going to junp in.
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You can go ahead, Andrew. Pl ease.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So, you know, the
area around the Salton Sea is a very checkerboarded
owner shi p, and so the BLM ownership is very spread out
and very checkerboarded. It actually falls within
both the Pal m Springs South Coast Field O fice and
within the EIl Centro Field Office. So we have been in
di scussions with the Corps of Engineers about their
projects. W designated the EIl Centro Field Ofice as
the lead for the Desert District. I'magoing to
actually turn it over to Ryan. Do you want to respond
to that question, Ryan?

MR. CHATTERTON: Yeah, and | believe
that was Jayne that asked it. Could you ask it one
nore time just so | make sure | hear it conpletely?

MS. POWELL: Sure, Ryan. So with the
Salton Sea being front in a ot of people with the
southern California areas, mned in the desert area,
and the lithium devel opnment that is being proposed
t hat has been in the news |ately, and the
opportunities for jobs and fundi ng and everything
comng into the area, | was interested in what the
BLMs role in all of that was going to be and if the
proj ect proponents and staff had any conversations yet

about it.
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MR. CHATTERTON. Sure. Thank you. So
a | ot of the proposals that you ve seen in the news
recently associated with the |ithium devel opnent and
that are actually all proposed to take place on
private lands. And so the BLMcurrently has not had
any conversations or interactions with the conpanies
that are out there proposing to | ook into that
extraction net hodol ogy associated with it. W do have
conpani es that are interested in geothernmal resources
out there, especially in an area known as Truckhaven.
Recently in this |ast year we worked with Ormat to
conplete sone seismc -- studies in the Truckhaven
ar ea.

And they al so do have a proposal to do
up to, I want to say six exploratory wells to better
understand the resources that are avail able out there
i n the geothermal resource area. This was actually
going to be a part of ny Field Ofice update as well,
but that's currently the interest that we have right
now in the Salton Sea.

MR. MLLER | mght add that the BLM
Is nmeeting with federal partners along with the Corps
of Engi neers and sone other federal partners on a
regul ar basis to discuss processes and projects that

are happening out there. Fish and WIldlife Service is
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one of them NRCS | think is another.

MR. CHATTERTON: And the Bureau of
Reclamation is the | ead agency associated with that
federal partners group. And we do neet with themon a
regul ar basis.

MR. M TCHELL: | have a question. That
DRECP |'ve heard nothing nentioned about the ranching
I ndustry. | nmean who is representing that and how are
they bringing that into all these other plans?

MR. MLLER That's a good -- |I'm
sorry, Billy. Go ahead.

MR. M TCHELL: No, | don't care who
answers it, |'mjust

MR. MLLER  Okay.

MR. M TCHELL: Go right ahead.

MR MLLER: So that's a good question,
though. It really is. There is a conponent in the
DRECP associ ated with grazing, and so it's a lot of it
has to do with sone of the underlying also
desi gnati ons associ ated across -- there's |evels and
| evel s of designations on each of these | ands out
there that we have to | ook at when we start | ooking at
different projects associated in different areas.

And | know this is not a very good

answer, but it's one of those things that it's a case-
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by-case basis on how things come about. And hopefully
with sonme better mnds than nyself, these things can
be answered when the tine cones on some projects that
happen across the desert. | don't know if that was a
good enough answer for you, Billy. I'msorry.

MR. M TCHELL: You know, we went back,
| think it was five -- this is my second termon the
DAC. It's been probably about five or six years ago,
we do have a | aw passed by Feinstein and Lewi s about
t he whol e Mpbjave Desert, the last six ranchers in it.
Are you guys going to keep that in mnd as you're
doing these projects or mtigation or whatever you're
going to do? Because they want to put everything on
federal land, and nost of the federal |and right now
i n Mbjave Desert is ranching, what's left you know.

So | nean where are they going to get
mtigation, where are they going to do all this? |
would like if sonebody would be able to keep up on it

and have it nmentioned as you guys do these neetings

and stuff, you know. | nean there's not a place
you're going to go that's not going to affect, | don't
think, and | could be wong, a ranching famly. It's
been ny generation, I"'mfour. The rest of themare

younger than ne.

And |'"m kind of the old man now t hat
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has to ask questions and do this kind of stuff. So it
wasn't really a good enough answer, but 1I'Il accept
it. | don't have a choice. | just want you to keep
in mnd, you know, what's going on there and how many
generations that it's been there and what they're
going to have to be required by that law to do as |
rel ocate the people eventually. So as |ong as you've
got that in mnd, 1'Il be perfectly happy. Thank you.
MR. MLLER: Thank you, Billy. And

again | apol ogize for the non-answer answer. It's
sonething I"'mstill looking into, right? And we'l
still ook into. But nost of the -- | do understand

where you're comng from and | can guarantee that we
wi Il always | ook at what's happeni ng on everything out
there. That what's there now, what's proposed and
what they restrictions are, we know that there's no
devel opnent focus areas on grazing areas in Barstow,
so that's a start.

MR. M TCHELL: Ckay.

MR MLLER: And there's no grazing in
El Centro fromwhat | understand. So there's plenty
of areas that we know that -- Needles, there's no
devel opnent focus area on the grazing area in Needles
as well. And this is comng fromthe Field Managers

t hat are hel ping me out as we're noving forward
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through this. So yes, a |lot of those devel opnment
focus areas that you saw on that map, many of those
are outside of grazing areas or they were considered
during the inplenentation of the areas near the
proposal .

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah.

MR MLLER So if -- we wanted to make
sure that we weren't putting those devel opnent focus
areas in areas that were being used regularly by
anot her resource of sone sort, whether it be --

MR. M TCHELL: You know what, |
probably should save the question | guess for the area
managers, but so I don't forget it because |I'm 73
years old and it's about nap tinme. But anyway on all
t hese ki osks that you got out here, | guess that's the
right thing you call them you know it states when
they go in like say into Rattl esnake Canyon, there's
not hi ng nmenti oned on that about the industry that's
affected while you're going on that Kkiosk.

And | think it's about tinme that they
mention that so that when the people go there, fix
cattle guards and just clean their tires off, you
know. | talked to Katrina about it on the county
si de. | don't know how we get it done or what, but |

woul d appreciate it. And the other six famlies would
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appreciate just the industry being nentioned through
that area, you know. And that's all.

MR MLLER Well thank you. And I
think we have plans to do that, Billy. On the new
ki osks we'll have grazing allotnments and a nessage
associated with it.

MR. M TCHELL: Oh, great. Thank you
very much. | appreciate it. | know the other
ranchers do, too. Thank you.

M5. VAN DER LINDEN:. Greg, | believe
M. Martin has a question.

MR MLLER M. Martin.

MR. MARTIN:. Yes, Greg. Thank you for
your summary on the DRECP inplenmentation. | just have
one comment on the capping of the land. That affects
non-renewabl e resources dramatically in many areas in
California. | know personally of several m ning
operations that will not proceed any further with this
type of cappi ng because what happens is these valid
unpatented mning clains really becone worthl ess
because of the small amount of |and that woul d be
avai l able to m ne mnerals such as iron, gypsum
pozzol an, and several others. So | believe that the
regul ati ons for capping for renewabl e energy affects

non-renewabl e energy. And | believe that needs to be
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| ooked i nto.

MR MLLER And that's a good point,
M. Martin. And | failed to mention, | could have
gone into it nore, but for our processes in place to
m tigate additional disturbances should that happen in
sone areas, right? And I'mnot sure, |1'd have to | ook
at it again, but also there's probably sone sort of a
-- for any existing right-of-way or existing m ning
claimthat's already been identified, those were
al ready part of the base disturbance.

So if | renmenber right, even if there
was no ground di sturbance associated with the right-
of-way in there, that was already identified as
di sturbance. So if the individual or the permttee
was within that right-of-way or grant area that they
had given, they could still assune and resune their
operations so long as they didn't go outside of their
permt area. And | believe that's right. Any, if you
woul dn't m nd, just speaking up real quick and
mentioning yes or no on that, | would appreciate that.

M5. FESNOCK: | believe you are correct
as far as all existing right-of-ways were captured on
t heir outside boundary and incorporated into the
di sturbance cap because if a right-of-way had al ready

been i ssued or a mning claimhad al ready been agreed
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upon, we knew that that work was going to be happening
under an existing right. And therefore we captured it
as if it had al ready happened to make sure that we
weren't granting sonebody new di sturbance when we
needed to make sure what we had al ready granted was
appropriately account ed.

MR. MLLER Perfect. Thank you, Any.
That's exactly what | was trying to say. M. Martin?

MR. MARTIN:. Well |I'mtal king about
unpatented mneral clainms that now beconme -- you know
they're no |longer basically m neabl e because of the
cap. So | don't believe those areas were excl uded
fromthe capping area. That would be a lot of work to
research the valid unpatented and patented m neral and
mllsite claims within the cap areas. So | don't
think that's been done by the BLM And |i ke |
mentioned those valid clains really |lose their val ue
because of the very limted anount of area that woul d
become avail able for potential exploitation of those
non-renewabl e resources. Thanks.

MR. MLLER: Thank you for your
concern. You know and like | nentioned before many of
this is a |lessons | earned for the DRECP. And so we're
still having some grow ng pains here and there and

wor ki ng through the process. And like | said I'm
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hoping that | can hire sone people who have better
mnds than | to be able to figure this out and tell ne
and Andrew what to do.

MR. MARTIN. Thank you very nuch, G eg.

MR. M TCHELL: Greg, now all of these
mning -- don't they have to have a reclamation plan
with you and through the county and show validity to
advance? | nean if it's really valid and they cone to
cap and then need nore, isn't there a way they can do
that and then rehab the | and behind it?

MR. MLLER Yes, and we follow the
3809 regs, the mning lawregs. A lot of this
happens. And so there's plenty of that -- validity
exans and al so recl amati on plans are going to allow
this. Yeah, there's a | ot of behind-the-scenes work
t hat happens before anything is authorized.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, and it doesn't

matter even how small it is. The validity and the
replication -- a plan to rehab that through the
county.

MR. MLLER  Correct.

MR. M TCHELL: AlIl right. Thank you.
MR. M LLER Yep.

CHAI R BANI S: So | just wanted to, if |

coul d, restate an exchange between you, Greg, and
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Billy that for potential conflicts or for conflicts
bet ween desi gnations within the DRECP, we really won't
know how things will turn out until a proposed action
conmes to a nei ghborhood near you essentially unless
it's been done simlarly sonmewhere else within the

pl an.

So | think what you're saying at this
time, the DFAs are places where there are no grazing
areas are what we're currently seeing for proposed
sites, and until we see a proposed site outside a DFA
onto one of those |ands that has so many different
over |l appi ng colors and shapes and pol ygons, we really
won't know how that turns out until we have sone
exanpl es.

And |'msorry to go back to routes
again, that was a big question with recreation: How
wll this affect recreation? W didn't really know
until a proposed action canme to our nei ghborhood and
we saw it work out.

MR. M TCHELL: Exactly.

CHAIR BANIS: It's interesting. | just
want to state that and nmake sure fol ks understand
that, that it's an interesting part of the
| npl ement ati on.

MR MLLER: It is. Thank you, Randy.
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MR. M TCHELL: Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: The floor is still open.
We're just a little bit ahead of time, but that has
not stopped us fromsticking with our agenda. The
times on the side are goals for us to achieve for the
day, but we're not going to dilly dally. If there's
no obj ections, thanks Greg for your presentation. And
If there's no further questions, let's nove into our
15-m nute norning break. That will put us back --
let's pretend it's 10:30. That will put us back at
10:45. So we're 15 m nutes ahead of schedule. Let's
| ook at it that way. So |I'll see you back at 10:45.
No obj ections?

MR. M TCHELL: No objections.

CHAIR BANI'S: Great. Thank you,
everybody. Terrific norning so far.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, very good.

(O f the record.)

CHAIR BANIS: Well if there's no
objections, I'd like to call the neeting back to order
at approximately 10:50 a.m And the first itemon our
agenda after the break is an update on the tortoise
recovery from Anmy Fesnock. And she's onscreen and |
think you're ready to go, aren't you Any? | see

you're still nuted.
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M5. FESNOCK: Yes, | amready to go.
CHAIR BANI'S: Got you now. Thank you.

The floor is yours and the screen.

M5. FESNOCK: Okay. Hi, | am Any
Fesnock. | amthe Resource Advisor for the California
Desert District. | amnewto CDD. | joined the

district in July, so | have been here approximtely a
nont h. Prior to starting with CDD, | worked for
California BLMin the State Ofice as the Wldlife
Enlisted Species Lead for 13 years. Today | wll be
giving you an update on the status of the desert
tortoise.

Since its inception, the protection of
the desert tortoi se has been and continues to be a
primary goal of the California Desert Conservation
area and its Range Use Pl ans and Range Use Pl an
Amendnments. O the approximate ten mllion acres
adm ni stered by BLMwthin the Desert District, over
three mllion acres are designated as ACECs, or Areas
of Critical Environnmental Concern specifically for
tortoi se conservation. Additionally BLM has
desi gnated desert tortoise |inkages to ensure and
provide for |ong-term genetic exchange between the
tortoi se ACECs and conservation areas.

Here we can see the Tortoise
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Conservation Network within CDD. The ACECs for
tortoises are identified in the darker medi um brown
color, and the tortoise |linkages are identified in the
| ighter tan color. Conservation in CDD is achieved

t hrough the various Land Use Plan Decisions and
Conservation and Managenent Actions. These include
such things are restricting travel to designated
routes outside of open OHV areas, designating certain
critical washes as closed zones for recreation,
acquiring, or being accepting donations of private

| ands.

As we discussed in Geg's presentation
there are surface disturbance caps identified in
conservation areas and ACECs. Those hel p nmanage the
anmount of disturbance that goes on in those
conservation areas. |f disturbance does occur within
a conservation area specific to tortoise, there is a
5:1 mtigation ratio to offset that inpact. So for
every one acre that would be inpacted, there needs to
be five acres of good stuff done. That mtigation
ratio is then applied to either habitat restoration
and enhancenent or acqui sition.

Additionally we do have identified
raven nonitoring and control within the CDCA and t hat

I's proving to be critical for protecting tortoises
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over the long term So as we discussed earlier under
Greg's DRECP presentation, under CDCA originally the
di sturbance cap within tortoi se ACECs was 1 percent.

The Desert Renewabl e Energy
Conservation Plan Range Use Pl an Anendnent reduced
t hat di sturbance cap to 0.5 percent and in sone
critical areas even |lower than 0.5 percent. The
reason for that |owering of disturbance cap is since
the creation of CDCA in 1980 and the listing of the
tortoise and tortoise critical habitat in the early
1990s, the desert tortoise continues to decline.

Tortoi se ACECs all have a sol ar energy
exclusion, so they're not allowed to devel op in our
conservation areas. There are no new roads to be
authorized within ACECs. Transm ssion |ines that need
to cross our ACECs nust go into existing utility
corridors.

As Greg tal ked about in his DRECP
presentation, we have inplenented the SDARTT, our
Surface Di sturbance and Recl amation Tracki ng Tool .
That allows us to track new di sturbance as it is
aut horized as well as when we inplenent restoration
and reclaimhabitat back to being natural and useable
by desert wildlife and plants. W have the ability of

tracking that and putting those recovered acres back
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i nto our cal cul ati ons.

The di sturbance within ACECs as |
mentioned in the previous slide is that 5:1 ratio
whi ch can be done through acquisition, restoration, or
a conmbination of the two. As | nentioned, desert
tortoise continue to decline. The U S. Fish and
WIldlife Service using the Line Distance Sanpling Data
t hat has been collected since 2004 pull ed together a
report and a publication that indicates we have | ost
37 percent of the tortoises between 2004 and 2014
across the range.

And within the West Mbjave Regi on
Recovery Unit, there has been a 49 percent |oss of
tortoi ses. They are | ooking at doing a repeat of that
anal ysis, you know because we're now several years
down. 2021, right, seven nore years. In the annual
reports that we're getting back from Line Di stance
Sampling we are continuing to see declines in
tortoises, and we anticipate an updated | arger
regi onal scale report fromFish and Wldlife Service
I n the next couple of years.

These steep declines could be
sustainable if juvenile nunbers in those nonitorings
were increasing, but they're not. So the other

concern besides the fact that we are | osing or have
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| ost | arge nunbers of tortoises is that when we are

| ooki ng at the nunbers of juveniles that are out there
on the | andscape, we are also seeing a decrease in the
percent of juveniles in a given popul ation.

And that neans we are not grow ng the
tortoises that we need to replace the adults, which is
unfortunately setting us up into what appears to be
ki nd of a positive feedback loop in that once we're in
a bad place, we continue to be in a bad pl ace.

Reasons for these declines seemto be attributed to
drought, primarily | ong-term drought; sone vehicle
strike issues that we're having; and then predation,
which we will tal k about.

So i npacts of prolonged drought.

Desert tortoise femal es have an amazing ability within
their body to hold reserves. So if we have a good wet
year and they get out and get |ots of forage and | ots
of water in their body, they have the ability of
hol di ng those reserves and if you end up with
relatively short drought periods, you know one or two
or maybe even three years, their body has the ability
to continue to produce eggs and |ay clutches of eggs
to then be able to have juveniles out there to respond
shoul d the drought conme to an end and resources be

avai | abl e agai n.
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Once you get past the two or three- or
four-year tinmeframe, the reserves within the fenal es’
bodi es are no |longer there, and they either stop
produci ng eggs al together or they reduce the nunber of
eggs. So after a good set of rain years fenale
tortoises will produce two, maybe even three clutches
of eggs that are five or six eggs in each clutch.

When you're | ooking at tinmes of reduced
body reserves, instead of having two or three clutches
of eggs, you'll see only one clutch of eggs. And
instead of it being six to nine sonetinmes, you' re now
| ooking at three or four or five. So we're seeing an
overall reduced ability or reduced nunber of eggs that
are being produced across the range.

I n addition, that |ack of forage and
decreased water ends up affecting the ability of the
juveniles to make it through that first winter. So
when a juvenile hatches out of its egg, it has a
little bit of the yolk sac still left inside its
abdonmen and it needs to be able to run around and find
tasty herbs and desert natural flora to put nore
energy into its body and nore noisture fromthat
vegetation in order to make it through the first
hi bernation, that first winter.

Wth prol onged droughts, juvenile
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tortoises end up having higher nortality rates due to
the lack of ability of building up those body
reserves. |In addition the other risk that ends up
happening is that you get an increase of predation by
coyot es, badgers, and ravens during drought periods.
So in a good rain year, there will be prolific mce,
kangaroo rats, brush rabbits, and jackrabbits out on
the | andscape. And coyotes do a great job eating
those. All of those rodents and rabbit popul ati ons
respond rapidly to changi ng vegetation conditions, so
duri ng prolonged droughts, those popul ati ons col | apse.
And with them no | onger being across the | andscape,
coyotes then switch to eating tortoises in order for
themto continue to survive.

So it ends up kind of being this kind
of whirlw nd of adults becone |less and less fit and
have |l ess and less ability to produce young; the young
t hensel ves have |less and less ability to make it
t hrough that first winter; and then you have increased
predation related to prey switching of our primary
predat ors.

We are seeing | osses of adult tortoises
related to county roads, highways, and interstates.
This loss of adults is actually |ooking to be a

primary factor in noving the tortoise towards
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extinction and preventing recovery of tortoise
popul ati ons.

Over the | ast several years, BLM has
funded a variety of research to hel p us understand
what's going on with tortoises in the desert and help
us understand what actions we could be taking to
of fset those kinds of inpacts that are going on.

One of the studies that we did assi st
in funding is this Peaden, et al. from 2015. And they
went out and | ooked at tortoise and tortoise signs
adj acent to county roads and interstates. And what
they found is for a county road, if you look at this
spot right here and drop it down, that's about 200
meters. So within 200 neters of a county road, there
is virtually no sign of tortoises along that section
| mmedi ately adjacent to the road.

And if you look at interstates like |-
10, that road effect goes all the way out to about 500
neters. So what that ends up nmeaning is should a
tortoise nove into that area next to the road, at sonme
point inits life it's going to end up crossing that
road and being taken out by a vehicle.

So there were a | ot of people that
questi oned whet her vehicle strikes really was what was

causi ng that devoid zone adjacent to the roads. There
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were several questions that were raised about, you
know, could it be chemcals? Could it be vibration?
Could it be noise? Could there be sonmething that is
preventing tortoises fromnoving into those areas?

We' ve done a variety of research and
i nvestigations into all those other causes, and those
ot her causes are not showing to be the driving factor.
It appears to actually be vehicles and vehicle
strikes. So if you're thinking about the West Mbjave
and you're thinking about | osses to vehicles or
vehicle strikes and you' re thinking about the nunbers
of routes that are out there, you can see how we end
up with this kind of conpounding risk for a tortoise
i n that | andscape.

If we zoomin, for those of you that
know t he desert, this is Kramer Junction, right? So
If we zoominto this area and we put a buffer around
exi sting routes of the area that we would anticipate
to be risky for a tortoise to live, you can see that
we end up losing a |lot of habitat as being good for
supporting robust popul ati ons of tortoises.

And that's part of what is, you know,
critical in the route restoration work that's going on
I n Ridgecrest and Barstow is to be able to reclaim

t hese areas. | f we renpbve the unauthorized routes
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from access, not only are we recapturing the actual
route that's being restored, we're also gaining
habitat and creating safer habitat adjacent. W're
reclai mng those buffered | ands.

So one of the questions that has cone
to us, right? If we |ook at desert tortoise fencing,
it can be quite expensive. | guess not "can be", it
IS quite expensive. You're looking at 15,000 to
$40, 000 a mi |l e dependi ng upon the substrate that
you're building in. So we had a question, right?
It's like if we're |looking at fencing all of our
hi ghways, is this the proper use of those funds
because that's going to be expensive to do.

And one of the ways of testing that
wi t hout actually building a bunch of stuff out in the
desert is to work with nodels. So Dr. Todd at UC
Davis and a couple of his PhD students set up sone
spatially explicit population nodels and ran literally
t housands and thousands of iterations of these nodels,
ri ght?

So I'll be the first to tell you that
nodel s are never accurate. They never exactly
represent what's going on in the real world, but they
are a good guess at what could be going on in the real

world. And the way that you inprove their ability to
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guess or to project out is by running literally
t housands and thousands of iterations of them

So this graph shows the kind of result
of that, where over on this side we start popul ations
off, and we let themrun w thout the effect of a
fence. And they're just kind of running for
approximately in this graph for 500 years show ng how
popul ati ons naturally bounce up and down dependi ng
upon a variety of other factors that are going on.

At the 500-year stanp, those nodels
then incorporated a new road into those popul ati ons.
And what you see is a consistent downward trend of al
of those populations with just the road bei ng added.
And that is animals that are being |ost over tinme to
vehicle strikes.

At this 50-year tinme stanp, they ran
nodel s where they added a fence to stop tortoises from
havi ng access to those interstates. One set of
popul ations they did not, and without a fence this
popul ati on continues to decline over tinme. This
popul ati on here, once you add the fence, you no | onger
| ose the adults. And you start to reclaimthat
habitat. And you, over a 150-year tinmeframe, wll see
approximately a 3 percent increase in that popul ation

as it stabilizes and then begins to recover.
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A 3 percent increase over 150 years is
a really slow recovery rate, so they decided to nodel
what woul d happen if we fenced and then added head-
started tortoises. So this line right here is adding
just 25 individuals for three years. The first three
years after the fence put in, you drop of 25 babies
for three years, so a total of 75 tortoises in that
new fenced area. And you see quite a descent response
to adding individuals into that | andscape and
essentially head-starting or junping into animals
being close to reproduction of age.

This top line actually kind of shows
what woul d happen if instead of adding 25 individuals
for three years, you added 50 individuals for three
years. And if you wanted to continue to do head-
starting and addi ng ani mals out, you would get a
faster and faster kind of recovery of those
popul ati ons.

So this nodeling effort and a variety
of other things that are going on that |I don't have
the time to cover everything that has been going on in
the research world, has |led the Desert Tortoise
Recovery Office with Fish and Wldlife Service to cone
out with a "we need to really start fencing highways."

And they have identified priority areas for tortoise
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fenci ng based on the quality of adjacent habitat, the
density of tortoises in those zones, and then the
conservation status of BLM adm ni stered pl ans.

Ri ght now, so on this map the dark red
or burgundy color are roads that already exist. The
fuchsia pink are the priority areas that we would |ike
to fence going forward.

As part of the lvanpah | SEGS Sol ar
Project, they were responsible for paying for this
section of fence here along the I-15 and the |vanpah
Vall ey and then this section of fencing along |I-40 at
t he base of Myjave National Preserve. Both of those
fences were really conplicated in actually getting
everybody on the sane page and getting approval from
Caltrans to do that fencing effort.

So when Fish and Wldlife Service
approached the Desert Tortoi se Managenent Oversi ght
Goup with this idea of "we need to start prioritizing
desert tortoise fencing", it becane really clear that
Fish and Wildlife Service, the California Departnent
of Fish and Gane, Caltrans, and BLM need to put effort
I n our four agencies working together in order to work
t hrough that kind of tediousness and try to get a
streanmined ability of getting the work done.

We di d have an opportunity that slipped
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t hrough our fingers. Arlington Solar Project was very
I nterested in constructing desert tortoise fence as
part of the mtigation for their solar project, but we
couldn't get all the agencies on the sane page. W
are working really hard this year to try to avoid
that, so when new projects are being proposed, |ike
Arica Victory Pass in Oberon down along that [|-10
corridor, we are very hel pful that tortoise fencing
will be part of their conpensati on package.

Once you get fence in place, tortoise
numbers start to stabilize, and you get to reclaim
that habitat, that -- zone that had been identified in
that earlier study. And what we have found or what we
are calculating is that for every mle of fencing that
goes in place, you essentially regain 270 acres as
becom ng lowrisk or no-risk habitat for tortoises to
reoccupy when that's adjacent next to a primary
I nterstate. And along county roads that are fenced,
you woul d recl aimabout 106 to 110 acres per mle of
fencing that you put in.

So noving onto the next threat that
we're actively managi ng, ravens in the desert. They
are at high levels, higher than what woul d be
considered normal. And that's causing a bunch of

probl ens for desert tortoise.
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So the Raven Control Programthat's
currently being inplemented in CDD is funded by LUPA
W de Raven Mtigation Fund. Each project that BLM
approves on BLM adm nistered | ands pay a portion into
this fund. |[If there are projects that are on private
| ands, counties should have the ability of including a
Raven Mtigation Fee as well and paying into the fund.
And then the California Departnent of Fish and
WIldlife, when they issue their incidental take
permts, they' re including a Raven Mtigation Fee in
that associated with projects that are on private
| ands.

So it's recogni zed as needing to be
assistance by all, right? And initially the Raven
Monitoring and Control was restricted to just renoving
adults that were nesting, that were known or had been
proven to have depredated a tortoise. We then, after
showi ng that that wasn't sufficient for actually
protecting tortoises, we noved into kind of Phase 2,
where we were renoving or controlling nests in
conservation areas.

And we are finding that the nopst cost-
effective way of managi ng these nests in natural areas
Is a technique called egg oiling. And then when we

have known offendi ng ravens, we are contracting with
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Wldlife Services to renove those known of fendi ng
ravens. The way the programis nmanaged is we hire
contract biologists that drive around all the open
routes of tortoise ACECs. They find as many active
nests as they possibly can. W then work on oiling
all of those nests that we have access to, and we are
gathering data on tortoise predation associated wth
t hose nests.

So the initial oiling was all done by
hand so you could only have access to nests that were
relatively close to the ground, up to |ike 15 feet off
t he ground. Through the Hardshell Labs Conpany, they
have actually devel oped an oiling systemthat can be
depl oyed on an unmanned aircraft or a drone. It then
as you can see here has a streamof oil that cones
down onto the eggs. Froma raven's perspective, the
eggs | ook normal, and they continue to sit on that
nest trying to hatch those eggs out.

Once there's an oil sheen on the eggs,
t he eggs no | onger continue to develop and die. The
| nportance in keeping the adults still attending those
eggs is that if you conpletely destroyed and renoved
this nest early in the breeding season, they woul d
actually build a second nest and lay a second clutch

of eggs. So this oil egging is significantly
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danpeni ng raven production in the desert.

So in 2019 we did our test case right
here in the Superior-Cronese ACEC and what we found is
that of the nests that were oiled, we had a 96 percent
effectiveness as far as they did not hatch. Because
of the success of this pilot year in 2019, in 2020, we
pushed that across all of the recovery units or
tortoi se conservation areas except for Chuckwall a.

And Chuckwal | a was not treated because of the
relatively | ow nunber of raven nests that had been
recorded in 2019.

I n our 2020 year we across the range
had again this 96 percent effectiveness so we are
really actually kind of pleased with that. If we rol
into 2021, | was not able to get exact nunbers of
treatnent that was done. This is a pretty bad drought
year, so raven production is actually down across the
desert.

The estimate that we have from Fi sh and
Wldlife Service is that approximately 1,000 eggs were
oiled this year, and that nost of those active raven
nests were in natural areas within a closer distance
of flying to cities that can act as subsidi es and that
there were very few nests actually found out in the

natural areas. So we're trying to work on capturing
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situations like this where we can take advantage of
reduced raven production to then knock the popul ati ons
even further back.

Thi s question of how ravens are using
the desert? How nmuch tinme do they spend in natura
areas? How nmuch tine do they spend in, you know,
ur bani zed areas? Do you have the urban raven that
only hangs out in cities? Do you have a natural raven
that only hangs out in natural areas? W couldn't
really answer that question based on the existing
science, so we hired a group of folks to do that kind
of habitat use study.

Devel opnents in technol ogy have al |l owed
us to put, right here you can see the transmtter,
that is a GSMtransmtter. |t essentially is a
satellite transmtter or GPS transmtter that talks to
cell towers. So you get a trenmendous anpunt of
I nformation comng in, and the unit continues to
record data when it's out and about. And then as soon
as the animal gets within range of a cell tower, it
t hen downl oads all of the data for you.

So here are sone exanples of birds.
We're going to click through a couple of exanples.
This was an adult female that was trapped. The red

dot equal s where she was trapped. That's Desert Hot
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Springs. The pink dots indicate all the places that
she has traveled in about the last six nonths. So you
can see that there's quite a range within the natural
area and quite a bit of use of that urban | andscape in
t he desert.

This red dot represents an i mmture
femal e raven that was trapped at Fort Irwin. Being
I mmature, she is not nesting. And you can see that
her travels, not being tied down to a nest, she has
gquite the wanderlust, right, as she is noving about
the desert. Again you see |lots of use of natura
areas and | ots of use of devel oped zones.

Here we have an adult male that was
trapped in Fort Irwin. His activities again show use
of Barstow, Ridgecrest, California City, and a bunch
of natural areas. And his novenents are relatively
restricted because he is also providing support for a
nest of chicks.

If I include all of our animals, this
I's the kind of novenent that we are seeing across the
desert. We currently have 32 aninmals that have tags
on themthat are colleting information. W have 11
nore transmtters to deploy. W wll be working on
deploying themin this kind of zone because we

currently have very few animals out in that area, and
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we want to see how they behave and whether there is a
difference in that kind of Eastern Mbjave as conpared
to Western Mpj ave.

What this work has denonstrated in just
the six or nine nonths that it's been going is that
there is no such thing as a natural area raven or a
city raven. The ravens are using this | andscape
broadly. And that if we're thinking about managi ng
ravens in an attenpt to protect tortoises, we really
do have to think about it regionally and not on these
tortoi se conservati on zones.

Additionally with ravens we are goi ng
out and doing point counts to determ ne densities of
ravens seen in natural areas in our tortoise
conservation areas. So our |ow over here is 0.75
ravens per square kilonmeter. And then our high over
here in the Frenont-Kramer is 4.5 ravens per square
kil ometer.

VWhere that becones inportant is we have
been doing sonme tests with fake tortoises, little 3-D
nodel s that | ook |ike tortoises out in the |andscape.
And we're trying to determ ne how often those nodels
are then bothered by ravens. And what we see here in
this graph on the left is that if you are within 3.5

kil ometers of a raven nest, you only have about a 30
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percent chance in a given year of not being found and
eaten by a raven.

If we're over here on the graph on the
right, what this shows us is that when your raven
density gets to essentially two and a half ravens per
square kilonmeter, there are no juvenile tortoises that
are making it past nine years. They are all being
eat en.

And when you're down here at the kind
of 0.6, maybe |l ess than 0.6 range of ravens per square
kil ometer, at that point you have enough annual
survival of those small tortoises that you have a
chance of having those actually make it to
recruitnment.

So if we go back to this slide, what
that then tells us in Frenont-Kranmer, Superior-
Cronese, Ord-Rodman, Joshua Tree, Chuckwall a, every
baby tortoise that is produced in those tortoise
conservation areas are bei ng gobbled up by ravens by
the time that they're nine years old. They're gone.
And that is really depressing and has |left us going,
"Okay, where do we go fromhere? If we know that we
need to get baby tortoises on the ground in order to
recover the tortoise, where do we go from here?"

So what we're currently | ooking at, the
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picture on the left shows two tortoises that are the
exact sane age. These are both head-start tortoises.
The tortoise on the top was allowed to hibernate or
Brumate its first wnter. The tortoise bel ow was
kept inside in conditions that did not force it to go
i nto hi bernation or Brumation. And it stayed awake
all winter and was able to eat food all w nter and
drink water all winter and grow all w nter.

What we're | ooking at, so then you kind
of see the | ower picture, that black tortoise shell in
the center is a 3-D printed tortoise shell. And then
t hey get painted and all the other ones surroundi ng
that are the painted versions. Those are what we have
been putting out in the desert at various distances in
the different densities of ravens with caneras
wat ching themto see how often ravens cone in and
bot her them

So what we're |ooking at right now are
studi es that say how far away can we drop off head-
started tortoises and have them protected from
foraging by ravens? And is there a size? W're
trying different sizes of these 3-D nodels to see if
there is a size at which ravens are no | onger
Interested in trying to eat baby tortoises.

So as we pivot into this relatively
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depressing talk that | have just given, what we cone
away with is that if we're going to prevent the

conti nued decline and | oss of tortoises across the
desert, we need to increase recovery efforts. W
desperately need to start fencing, inplenmenting nore
fencing, in order to reduce the I oss of those adults.
And with the protection of those adults and then the
reclaimng of that habitat adjacent to those new
fences, we will get the fastest recovery if we al so
augnent with head-start tortoises, baby tortoises.

We need to continue our efforts in
controlling ravens to keep those raven densities in
our natural areas low. A critical part of this is
continuing to do the public outreach and education
t hat we have been working on for quite sonme time with
cities and counties and | ocal residents about managi ng
subsi di es, about preventing raven access to those.

We need to continue to expand our
habi tat restoration of those unauthorized routes so we
can start reclaimng or nmaking nore of that habitat
safer for tortoises. Part of that is a continued
outreach and educati onal conversation with
recreationists about the inportance of staying on the
ri ght routes and not creating unauthorized routes.

And you know | think we're kind of at a
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pl ace where we need to nake a pretty dramatic change
in the efforts that we're putting out there, or we're
going to lose our ability to effectively recover the
tortoise.

And | guess to be clear, when | think
about recovering the tortoise, | am not envisioning
hi gh nunbers of tortoises back at its full historic
range. |'mpretty pragmatic as far as, you know, a
recovered tortoise popul ation are stable subsets
within what used to be the historic range. Because
ri ght now, just about everything out there is in a
pretty serious decline. And with that, | will open
the floor to questions fromthe deck.

MR. ROBINSON: This is Bob Robinson.
|"mraising ny hand. [|'mon the phone.

CHAIR BANI'S: Hi, Bob. You've got the
floor.

MR. ROBINSON: | have several things
about the tortoise issue. The first thing was about
the fencing, and it didn't say anything about
crossings. Tortoises are very nuch headstrong and
when they want to go soneplace they' |l just keep
pushing to go that way. And if you have fencing to
keep them off the roads, every so far there needs to

be sone kind of crossing for themto be able to cross
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under the roadways. And | didn't hear anything about
t hat .

Anot her issue is the continued use of
mtigation of relocation. And | know a couple of
people that are certified tortoise biologists, and
they repeatedly tell ne that it always fails. The
tortoi ses, because they want to be where they cane
from they'll just keep pushing and pushing to get
back to those areas and wind up like | guess up on
Porter when it was a big disaster and on sone ot her
areas.

And in conjunction with the conti nued
drought, and the long-range forecast calls for another
dry winter this year. And I'mreally not | ooking
forward to that. | know in our area there have been
no baby quail and no rabbits reproducing. They
haven't reproduced at all. And this happened in the
| ast drought cycle, and I don't think there's been
enough time between the |ast drought cycle and this
drought cycle for popul ations to increase.

Al ready we're seeing coyotes with
mange, that happened in the |ast drought cycle. And
t he nunmber dropped way off, and they died. And now
we're seeing themagain. And evidently the stress of

not havi ng enough to eat is too nuch for them
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Anot her issue with mtigation and the
relocation is sonehow to wite it up so that these
animals can share habitat. W're working with --
Reservoir right now, with DW, the tribes are. And
their mtigation for Mjave ground squirrel and for
tortoise is to relocate them And neither one of
those relocate worth a darn. And there needs to be
sonme kind of nodule that would be acceptable to Fish
and Wldlife that they can put their enpl oyees through
to train themto watch for tortoises and to | ook under
tires before they nove and things |like that.

And be able to share a habitat. And
that's sonething | think is doable, but their
liability issue. And if they can mtigate that
liability issue sonehow, that would be a big plus.

And educating the public, people in urban areas
continue to feed ravens. And the ravens are really
good at com ng and beggi ng.

And | did Watershed Coordi nator for 15
years here, and that was one of the things, they
handed out one-sheet information sheets to people
about not feeding ravens and not encouragi ng them but
people continue to do that. And there needs to be
enough information out there to |l et people know that

It's not a positive thing to feed wildlife, especially
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ravens. You know, people like to feed their birds and
ravens will nove right in and be the first in line
every tine. So anyway, that's what | have to say on
that. Thank you.

M5. FESNOCK: So Randy, do you want ne
to answer sone of those, or do you want ne to wait?

CHAIR BANI'S: No, of course. Happy to
have you respond if you have additional words.

M5. FESNOCK: So | just wanted to
assure you that yes, tortoise crossings are critical
to the fence and in | ong sections of fencing,
crossi ngs and under passes associated with roads are
part of the design, absolutely. Thank you.

MR. ROBI NSON: Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: Any, this is Randy. In
t he past when we've had status updates, |I'mused to
seeing nention of the respiratory disease. |s there
any update on the status of that risk factor?

M5. FESNOCK: So the respiratory
diseases is really quite interesting, right? It
actually appears that we went through what woul d be
consi dered an epi zootic phase a couple of decades ago
where the disease itself was pretty ranpant. |t was
hitting animals and it was novel to that popul ation.

And it was w ping a bunch of aninmls out associated
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with that.

At this point in tinme when we are
| ooki ng at di sease testing across the | andscape, we
are finding individuals that are positive for the
di sease, but do not appear to be synptomatic. So it
has now shifted into what woul d be considered an
enzootic phase as far as, and | don't want to call
this "herd imunity", but the concept is essentially
the tortoise individuals that were really susceptible
have all died. And the ones that survived are there
and they are producing kids and they seemto be okay.

We're al so seeing indications of
tortoi ses show ng that they are positive for disease,
but then in six nonths or 12 nonths they're retested
and they're not show ng the disease. So there appears
to be sonething that is working naturally. And yes,

It was critical during that epizootic phase for
causing | arge declines in populations.

At this point, | don't want to say it's
ki nd of worked through everything, but that's what the
data seens to be indicating right now, is that we have
reached that kind of enzootic level. It wll stay in
t he background at relatively low levels until there's
sonme change in habitat that allows a di sease event to

ki nd of pop up and then kind of range. But right now
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it's not looking -- we've made it past the bad part of
that, | guess is where it |ooks |like the data is
I ndi cati ng.

CHAIR BANI'S: That's fascinating.
That's helpful. | just want to recogni ze to thank the
five Field Ofices for having put in for grant
requests to the off-highway vehicle notor recreation
divisions 21 grant cycle. And it |looks |like all five
were prelimnarily awarded their grants.

So congratulations to five Field
O fices for successfully being funded under t hat
program So we'll see sone nobre acreage returning
hopefully in the long term return to a sustainable
habi t at .

MR. STOVIN. Randy and Any, this is Ed.
It seens |ike the ravens are the worst problemfor the
desert tortoise. And | feel for you with the uphil
battle trying to regain sone population. Could nore
drastic neasures be taken to get rid of the ravens? |
know sonme second anendnent types who | ove to shoot
their guns, and they would | ove to go after birds |ike
those. Is there anything that prevents that? Should
that be done in an orderly |egal way?

M5. FESNOCK: So ravens are protected

by the Mgratory Bird Treaty Act. So you as an
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I ndi vi dual cannot go out and just shoot a raven. That
woul d be breaking the law, and I do not advise you to
do that. As we have been comng to the realization
that the raven issue has to be addressed regionally,
we are working with Fish and Wildlife Service for a
regul ation change in Mgratory Bird Treaty Act that
woul d all ow for the managenent of mgratory birds that
are having inpacts on |listed species.

And those of you that are interested in
this change of regulation, there should be sonething
com ng out in the Federal Register in
Oct ober/ Novenber/ Decenber in the original tineline
scope that | had heard fromFish and WIldlife Service.
And the interesting place that we're in right nowis
in order to do this egg oiling, we do have to get a
permt fromMgratory Bird Treaty O fice that all ows
us to do this effort.

However that permt only allows us to
renmove eggs or individuals in such a way as to not
trend the population declining. And in order for us
to be successful with the tortoise, we desperately
need to shift the popul ati on of ravens towards
declining. This new regul ation would allow for those
regi onal managenent plans, where in a given region

| i ke the Mbojave Desert, we would no | onger be required
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to maintain ravens at the current level. W could
actually get a permt that would allow us to renove
enough ravens to shift that popul ati on downward.

But until that new regulation is in
pl ace, our hands are kind of tied as far as what we
are allowed to do.

MR. STOVIN. Yeah. Thank you, Any. |
appreciate that. 1've kind of known the Mgratory
Bird Act had sonething to do with protecting those
guys. WIIl you please keep the DAC infornmed on this
process? |If you need coments fromthe public or from
the DAC, |'d be happy to help with that. | would | ove
to see ravens renoved fromthe desert. |[|'ve been
going out there a long tine and in nmy early days you
never saw them out there. Now you go out and see so
many of them

M5. FESNOCK: Correct. Yeah. It would
be so -- the nunbers of ravens that you see right now
I's insanely high conpared to where it was even back in
the 1970s, right?

MR. STOVIN. So many nore people |iving
out there than there used to be, and the trash and al
the stuff. For those of you on the DAC, in I|nperial
County they take sone pretty strong neasures to reduce

ravens. They have dunpsters that are inside a three-
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di mensi onal cage. They never lock, it's just to keep
the ravens out of the trash. And the Inperial Sand
Dunes have dunmpsters with folding lids. [It's okay to
put trash in there, but please don't leave the lid
open because we don't want those birds out there.

So if we could do sonet hing about that,
| think that would be awesone. | nean | |ove seeing
those tortoise out there. | don't see themvery
often, but | have seen them and |I'd love to see sone
nore. |'d love to see that population flourish.

MS. POWELL: This is Jayne. M
question is about the 5:1 mtigation ratio. |Is that a
U.S. Fish and WIildlife as well as a California Fish
and Wldlife mtigation ratio, or is that specific to
t he BLM | ands?

M5. FESNOCK: So the 5:1 ratio in
tortoi se conservation areas is a ratio that was agreed
upon by the Desert Tortoi se Managenent Oversi ght
Group, which is the group of all the agency heads that
manage | ands in the desert. So it would be DOD and
Park Service and BLM And the list is long, there's
13 or 15 agencies that are part of the MOG

That 5:1 ratio was agreed upon actually
in the early 1990s, |ike 1991, '92. That is specific

to tortoise conservation areas. |If you're | ooking at
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ot her BLM | ands that are outside of tortoise
conservation areas, your mtigation ratio is about
1:1.

VWhen it conmes to permts issued by the
California Departnment of Fish and Wldlife, they are
not held to that 5:1, and they have situations where
t hey have required higher than that. | do not have
any know edge of anybody trying to do a project for
| ess than that in the 13 years or so that |'ve been
wor king with BLM

And to be clear, Fish and WIildlife
Service cannot really prescribe that ratio. Fish and
Wldlife Service, when they're doing their biological
opi nions have to deal with the project that is
presented in front of them They |legally cannot say,
"You have to do X, Y, and Z." That would be
considered a maj or change, and the ESA, the Endangered
Speci es Act, prevents Fish and Wildlife Service from
doi ng a maj or change to a proposed action.

So when you're | ooking for when the
authority for that 5:1 ratio cones from it's actually
the BLM s Land Use Plans. W've negotiated that. It
was publicly disclosed. It's witten into our Land
Use Plans that this is what we are going to do. So

following the Adm nistrative Procedures Act, we have
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to i npl enent what our Land Use Plans say we will do.

CHAIR BANI'S: Jayne, go ahead. And
then |'ve got a speakers |ist behind you.

M5. POWELL: And ny second question is
on the fencing, and | appreciate the response on the
crossings, but in terms of the genetic diversity or
limtation that the fence creates, have you | ooked at
t hat ?

M5. FESNOCK: If we are concerned that
the tortoise fence |imts genetic diversity, the
geneticists that have been studying that essentially
I ndi cates we need to nove one tortoise across the
fence every 20 to 40 years. And if we do not see that
ki nd of natural novenent, which we fully expect and
have docunmentation of that kind of natural novenent
using the crossings, but should we have docunentation
that indicates that we are not seeing that, it is
better to stop the bl eeding, you know, that |oss of
the current adults because we need themto produce
babi es.

And it would be better for us to then
pi ck up and nove one of them once every 20 to 40
years. And that kind of |evel of managenent is fully
doable, right? | nmean we could handl e having to nove,

you know, one tortoise every 20 to 40 years. But the
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| oss of animals on the freeway, we can't make that up.
We really do need to have fencing to stop that | oss.

M5. POWELL: Thank you

CHAIR BANI'S: Thanks, M chelle for
alerting ne to sone hands that are up. |I'mgoing to
go down the list. And we're going to start with, if |
may, Billy followed by Jimand then Dan.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, thank you M.
Chairman. | was just going to nention that, whether
you coul d see those hands on your screen. One thing
|"d like, Any, is the tortoise out there in California
City, do they still got that tortoise preserve going?

MS. FESNOCK: They do, yes.

MR. M TCHELL: And what's the situation
there? Are they any ups, downs, or do you know?

M5. FESNOCK: Yeah, so that's part of
the depressing news. Even within the Desert Tortoise
Natural Area that we comanage with the Desert Tortoise
Preservation Council, the tortoises in DINRA are al so
dramatically declined. And so in that case because we
know t hat conservation area is fully fenced, right,
we're not |osing those animals to vehicle strikes.

VWhat we're losing aninmals to there is
raven predation, crazy anmounts of raven predation, and

prol onged drought that is inpacting the survival and

Page 99

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o~ W N +—» O

the fitness of the adults that are still there and
then inpacting juveniles to make it through those
first couple of winters to then be able to be big
enough to, you know, start grow ng and be able to
reach the size to have babies of their own. Because
it takes a tortoise approximately 20 years to becone a
| ar ge enough size to be reproductive. So those |osses
of small tortoises to ravens is really hanpering that
popul ati on.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, the next question,
| was the first rancher they took out for the tortoise
when it was listed. And that's why -- there's a ranch
right there. And ny grandparents around 1920 were on
it, and | ended up buying it back in '86. They took
me out in "95 | think. They had to buy ne out
actually. That's where all the stuff in the bills
from Congress cane in. What have they done there?
They were going to do a study on that piece, and did
t hey even put any tortoise over on there?

And the next question is, what about
t he Honda study? They have three sections of |and:
One with X anmpbunt of rain, one was three-quarter, one
was an inch or an inch and a half. Was there anything
that canme out of those studies that Honda had to do

for that track that they built back in the '90s? O
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do you know?

MS. FESNOCK: So | know of the Honda
story. |It's before ny tine, so | would have to do
sonme digging to get sone answers. But | would be
happy to do that. And then I'mnot famliar with the
study you asked about related to renmoving cattle from
the land. Can you give ne a title and | can look into
t hat, al so?

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, they actually
bought -- the Tortoise Council and | forget, sone
ot her people actually bought the ranch from ne because
of the anpunt of tortoise. And then they were going
to do a study. And | just never have figured out or
had the question to ask anybody about it if it
transpired or not.

M5. FESNOCK: | will look into that and
get back to you by the October neeting.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay. | was just
curious. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R BANI S: Billy, that was
Bl ackwater Well over there by Cuddeback, right?

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, exactly.

CHAI R BANI S: Bl ackwater Well. Thank
you, Billy. Jim thanks for waiting.

MR. BAGLEY: Hi, Randy. Thank you.
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And Any, this is really fascinating, interesting data.
It's one of ny the nost interesting updates |'ve heard
in along tine on the desert tortoise. | have a
concern with the desert tortoise fencing wth
uni nt ended consequences. And | just want to raise
this as an issue again.

The fencing has the ability not only to
limt the mgration of the tortoise but also reptiles,
rodents, and |arger anthropods [sic] like tarantul as.
So that's a real concern to nme that we may be creating
uni nt ended consequences in the long run. And | think
that just needs to be in the dialogue when we talk
about doi ng nore extensive fencing. | think that
tortoise crossings and other wildlife crossings need
to be in the | ong-range planning for the
transportation agencies |like Caltrans and San
Bernardi no County because | really think that that's
an inportant part of it.

My concern with the fencing is not just
t he breedi ng, but as you know, rainfall can be very
| ocalized so forage is very |localized for aninmals,
| i zards, tortoises, rodents, and we create these
fences that could really have sone very negative | ong-
t erm consequences.

One particul ar question | also have,
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haven't heard anything about shell necrosis in a
while, either. |Is that sort of bone by the way with
t he upper respiratory syndrome? And just a comment,
inmy lifetime there's been a dramatic decline in the
tortoises. It is heartbreaking, but | also have a
| ove/ hate relationship with the ravens. And | don't
necessarily want to just penalize them because there a
nore prolific species. | think it's part of the
natural process. So we've just got to be wise in
everything that we do.

MR. M TCHELL: Exactly. You know,
Randy, just one other thing is, you know, | nmean | go
back to Barstow before I-15 went through and was stil
the old 91 and 466 and all -- roads. Every year as |
remenber as a kid, our outing was to go out and count
tortoi ses and nunber them and see if you could find
that tortoise the next year. | nmean that's how nmany
tortoise there were. They would take | think the
fourth, fifth, and sixth graders they would do that.

And that's how cl ose -- and there were
quite a bit of them back then, you know. It was
amazing. But | strictly think, they try to blanme it
on cattle, they try to do it on all kinds of stuff,
but the main problemis the raven, you know.

And | agree with Jim you know.  You
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can't sacrifice one group for another. So you know
you're playing like the G eat Creator. And you've got
to do it carefully, you know. The raven is there for
sone reason. | don't know why it doesn't have a
predator. Only us now to save another species, but |
think you made a very good statenent about that. It's
got to be really controlled on not taking them down
too far, but still |let themsurvive, too. That's all.

CHAIR BANI'S: Thanks, Bill. 1|'ve got
Dan Taylor. Thanks for waiting, Dan. You' ve got the
floor.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you very nuch. |
have two different questions. The first one is, Any,
you showed a map in your presentation, the very first
one. And you spoke about the unauthorized routes. Do
we know what percentage of that map you showed was
unaut hori zed routes? And is there any nodels going on
of how it would inpact the tortoises by closing down
t hose unaut hori zed routes?

M5. FESNOCK: So | am going to say |
have no i dea how many of those routes were actually
unaut hori zed or authorized. The map that | had
avai lable to ne to nake that graphic did not have that
information. So | apol ogize for not being able to

answer that. If that is of interest to the DAC, | can
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certainly delve into that and provi de additional

i nformation that can be sent out prior to the October
neeting. |'ve already forgotten what you second
guestion was. |'msorry.

MR. TAYLOR: Just since they've done
nodel s on the fencing, did they do nodels on
recl ai m ng those unaut horized routes and cl osing them
of f and how does that inpact the tortoise?

MS5. FESNOCK: So no we have not done
that yet, but yes, that is one -- so we have a variety
of things that are kind of in play. The information
that | shared today was research that was far enough
along that it was either already published or the head
researcher was confortable with the information being
shar ed.

Sone of these questions about, you
know, how much can we gain back from doi ng the amazi ng
habitat restoration work that the Ri dgecrest and
Barstow Field O fices and, you know, all of themare
doing. We are in the process of wapping our heads
around that, of trying to understand what it is that
we gain or do not gain fromthat as well as having a
better understanding of how long it can take to get an
unaut hori zed route actually not being used. It can

sonetinmes take two or three or four, you know,
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treatments before the recreational public no |onger
sees it or forgets about it. And then it can actually
begi n that kind of recovery.

So there's several analyses that are
kind of starting in that, but we're not at a place
where | have any kind of know edge or understanding to
share at this point.

MR. TAYLOR: | appreciate that. M
| ast question was, you tal ked about the head-start
programif the fencing goes forward. Were would you
be getting those tortoises and how are you going to be
able to raise enough to do the 25 to 50 per year? How
Is that going to take place?

MS5. FESNOCK: So right now we don't
actually have perm ssion to do that head-starting
associated with fencing. So there's a variety of
people in play, and you have to kind of socialize an
i dea, right? You have to kind of throw an idea out
and get people thinking out it and really kind of
chewing on it and saying, "Does that make sense? And
how much does it cost to actually produce a head-start
tortoise?" And there's a lot in that.

Ri ght now there is a head-start program
associated with Myjave Preserve. There's a head-start

program associated with MCAGCC, Fort Irw n or Edwards,
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one of those. | think it's Edwards has one. So
should Fish and Wldlife Service decision makers cone
to the realization that they are going to need nore
head-starting than the existing capacity, we then | ook
at where those additional head-start facilities could
be.

The way those existing facilities work
right nowis they have identified areas where they go
out, they track adult fenale tortoises, they do sone
X-rays on themto see how close they are to laying a
clutch. Wen they're close to |aying, they pull them
into captivity, have the eggs laid in captivity, and
t hen put the femal e back out. So in a good rain year,
right, those females would then still produce that
second or third clutch that would then be laid out in
t he natural habitat.

So part of this is again know ng where
you're going to be setting up your head-start
facilities and then pulling animals in. There's a |ot
in that as far as if we get to a point which, you
know, | don't know that we ever will, where we need to
be rel easi ng hundreds or thousands of baby tortoises
to really reoccupy like all of the range where we have
fencing in place, that's a totally different scale.

And they're going to have to think about how they
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woul d handl e that kind of I|evel.

But right now the Mjave Preserve, the
way they're managing their |evel, they have about 100
baby tortoises a year that they would then be able to
head-start and then put back out. So, you know, |
think the existing capacity can certainly start
testing the validity of that nodel and seeing if that
nodel really does predict what you woul d have happen
in the real world. And then if that nodel ends up
being correct, we would have to investigate how to
actually inplenent it at a larger scale range w de.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you, Any.
appreci ate your information.

CHAIR BANIS: | see Billy, you have
your hand up again. Are you good?

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, | have one nore
question for Anmy. Do you any information on how the
Twentyni ne Pal ns tortoise when they took them off and
put themon the -- or Od Miuntain? Did you have
anyt hi ng on how that went?

MS. FESNOCK: My understanding is that
that is going relatively well. | am not sure whet her
Katrina will be tal king about -- | think she has that
I dentified, but maybe not. My understanding is that

It is going reasonably well. Although I will tell you
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ri ght now that the drought of '21, of this year, is
terrible. And the coyotes have really picked up and
are eating a whole bunch of study tortoises that are
out there whether they've been translocated or not.

| mean coyote depredation on tortoises
this year is really, really -- what | am hearing from
the researchers in the field is that they're seeing a
bi g i npact of canids with this drought. So | don't
know how that will end up having ram fications with
t he MCAGCC story or not.

Because when the Fort lrwin
transl ocati on and coyote story first broke, it
appeared that the coyotes were decimating only those
animal s that had been translocated. And the first
part of that story seened to be that translocation put
t hem at a hi gher risk.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay.

M5. FESNOCK: After that initial
rel ease of information, we got, you know, input froma
variety of other researchers raising their hands
sayi ng, "No, no, no. M population has not been
transl ocated and we're seeing crazy levels of canid
predati on al so."

So once we got nore information from

the other places in the field, that idea that

Page 109

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N T T R N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o A W N +— O

transl ocated tortoi ses were inadvertently being eaten
by coyotes nore did not hold up. And it is drought
causes coyotes to eat a tortoise whether it's been
noved or not. So | think we have to still wait to see
what happens with the MCAGCC transl ocation tortoises.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay. You know what,
| " ve been dealing with this tortoise since 1992
think it was. And |'ve got to admt that you have
really answered a | ot of questions we've had for ages
on these studies. You did a really good job, ma' am
Thank you.

MS. FESNOCK: Thank you.

MR. M TCHELL: 1'm good, Randy.

CHAIR BANI'S: Terrific, Billy. M plan
here is to close this presentation and then nove right
into lunch if there's no objection. And we'll push
Andrew s update on the filmpermtting for as soon as
we get back fromlunch. |Is there any objection to
that plan as we close this out?

MR. BAGLEY: Sounds |ike a good idea.

CHAIR BANIS: Wth that said, are there
any |last comments for Amy on this anmazing
presentation?

MR. BAGLEY: Excellent presentation.

Thank you.
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MR. M TCHELL: Thank you.

MR. ROBI NSON: Great presentation.

CHAIR BANI'S: Before | break, | only
want to say Dan, back to that map, the restoration has
its own challenges in that area as well all know is
checkerboard public and private. And also the public
| ands that are there are dotted with m ning clains and
the recreation funds that are available to do the
restoration projects don't allow you to do it on
private property.

And it's hard to do it on mning clains
w t hout the perm ssion of the claimnt, which is very,
very hard to get in atinely way. So it's not al ways
easy maki ng those roads go away even if you have the
money.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah.

MR. TAYLOR: That was the chall enge.
did figure that would be a big challenge to try to do
that, and it kind of was the purpose of nmy question.

CHAI R BANI' S: Thanks, everybody.
Sorry, | didn't nmean to make that go on and on, but
with that said, why don't we have a break for our
l unch? Let's make it a 12:45 return. That w Il make
It a 33, 34-mnute break. And we'll see everybody

back at 12: 45.
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(OFf the record.)

CHAIR BANI'S: Let's call the neeting
back to order at 12:50. And if there's no objections,
we'll start right off where we left off. And that was
with a presentation by Andrew on the filmpermts and
filmng in the CDD. Interesting story if you folks
haven't heard it yet.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you, Randy. And Matthew if you want to share those
slides.

MR. GIBBS: Sure. Stand by.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: While he's getting
t hat up, you know, as Dan has nentioned, commercia
filmng on the California Desert is a pretty big deal,
a pretty big industry whether it be small business
doing commercials or nmpjor notion pictures, you know,
filmng pieces for mpgjor films. | think every Field
O fice has had quite a few filmpermts. And so it's
a very, very big industry here in the desert. W can
go to the next one, Matthew.

So I'"'mgoing to go through this fairly
qui ckly, but definitely want to take tine at the end
for questions. So |last year there was a case we
referred to as "Price vs. Barr". And an individual

sued the Park Service. And in that |lawsuit, the court
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ruled that the permt and fee requirenments for
commercial filmng that DO follows are
unconsti tutional .

So as a result the court enjoined or
they prohibited the use of Public Law 106-206 and 43
CFR 5. So Public Law 106, that allows DO and USDA to
establish a fee systemfor commercial film ng and
activities and for sonme other purposes. And then 42
CFR 5 are really DO's inplenmenting regul ati ons of
that law. So at this point in tinme, we are not
all owed to use that public law or those inplenmenting
regulations to issue permts or collect fees for
commercial filmng permts. Next.

| don't know the status of any appeals.
And | know there has been a | ot of discussion
internally with DO about filing an appeal. And |
apologize | can't give you a status update on that.
But in the neantine we are followi ng sonme interim
direction. And we are requiring and issuing permts
under FLPMA, 43 CFR Twent yni ne20.

And that section of FLPMA is not as
specific to commercial permts as the previous public
law is, but it does authorize us to issue |eases,
permts, and easenents for various uses to occupy the

| and and devel opnent on public lands. And so we feel
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| i ke we can require and issue those film permts under
this |aw as well.

There is a clause in there under 43 CFR
2920 that does not require a | ease or permt or
easement for activities that are considered casual
use. And just keep in mnd, this goes way beyond
filmng permts, but a casual use is any short-term
non-comrercial activity that doesn't cause appreciable
damage or disturbance to public |ands.

So in the realmof filmpermts, if
sonebody goes out there to filmwhatever it is out on
public | ands, they're not going to cause any |and
di sturbance. They don't intend to use it for
comercial activity. That does not require a permt.
On the other hand, if Dan cones to us |looking to do a
maj or commercial for Ferrari and you know is wanting
to do that on public land, then we would require a
permt under this portion of FLPMA.

So that's how we're operating right
now. |'ve not seen any new changes cone down. That's
kind of the current status. So next slide. So |
wasn't going into nmuch nore than that. You know t hat

case is available online if you just Google "Price vs.

Barr" you'll get the actual case listing if you want
to read the details. | just wanted to give you an
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update on where we are with issuing permts. And with
that I'Il take questions. And it |ooks |ike Dan,
you're up first.

MR. TAYLOR: Go figure, | have to ask a
question, right? | can tell you that the vast
majority of the filmindustry disagreed with this
j udgnment and wants an appeal done because they believe
that the permts are necessary and inportant for
protecting the ands and to protect the industry while
they're filmng on public lands. So | can tell you
that it's a very small mnority in the industry who

sees this judgnment as beneficial at all to filmng.

So having said that, | did have a
guestion and it just left ny mnd. | hate it when
t hat happens. It happens way too often. The nore
gray this gets, the nore often it happens. ['ll stop

t here for now because the question is gone out of ny
head, but -- oh | renenber what it is now.

Currently sone of the decisions on what
Is comercial and what is not commercial | think in ny
experience are sone of the ones |'ve seen cone across
my desk needs to be a little bit nore, what's the word
" m | ooking for, you need to scrutinize it alittle
bit nore because sone of them have been passed on as a

| etter of authorization versus a permt that probably
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shoul d have had a permt only because even though
they're a small crew of ten people, it was a
comrer ci al shoot.

And | think that's where the chall enge
Is for these District Managers is that it's hard to
tell, you know. You guys are in a difficult position
trying to evaluate, you know, based on size and is it
commercial? |It's a big challenge. And |I've seen a
few slip through that | thought should have had
permts, so | would just say that nmaybe we need to
take a look at thema little big closer when you're
eval uati ng these applications.

|'"d be happy to | end ny opinion on that
on whet her they should be permtted or not. But | can
see where you guys are stuck between a rock and a hard
place with this particular judgnent. And it doesn't
seem | i ke anywhere you npbve you're going to get
yourself in a pickle.

So I'd just say just be a little nore -
- | would be a little bit nore heavy handed on it, but
that's ny personal opinion. But | do think that we
need to maybe take a | ook at sone of those letters of
aut horization and they may have been turned into
permts in the future. Just be aware of that, that

there's nore commercial use than expected.
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: Dan, | really
appreci ate your perspective. | would agree that a
permt is really helpful in that it creates a
certainty for the conpany or the filmng conpany, and
It makes it very clear, you know, what the sidebars
are for that activity in ternms of |and disturbance.
So | conpletely agree with you. And that is the
I ntent, you know, of that |aw.

So with respect with commercial /non-
commercial, the direction was to give us nore
di scretion or to use nore discretion on what we
consi der commerci al versus non-comrercial in that
category as to whether, I'mforgetting the termthere,
as to whether we're calling it casual use or not. So
that's why you're seeing sone slight differences there
by Field Ofice, Dan. So we're trying to avoid the
pi ckl e and wal k that fine |ine.

| think as we're noving forward |I hope
we're getting better and a little nore consistent with
applying that, but just so you know, the direction was
to consider sone activities as casual use even though
they may have a commerci al conponent in them

MR. TAYLOR: | see that, and |
understand. You guys are put in a difficult position

with this particular |lawsuit just based on how your
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rules and regs are fornmulated. So | totally
understand. Erring on the side of caution makes
sense, but it's still frustrating on ny end because |
see it fromthe filmindustry's point of view on how
sonme things are going through. Because | get
concerned that there are funds that you desperately
need, you're not getting because of this lawsuit. And
that's what frustrates ne.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah. Definitely
appreci ate your perspective there on the funding
aspect as well because that is a big source of funding
for several of the Field Ofices. | think D ck was
next .

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah, | had a question.
It was kind of interesting there that you're | ooking
at commercial versus a non-commercial. W've had sone
| ssues where | volunteer at a conpany called Funco
Mot orsports. And we have a Customer Appreciation Day
periodically where, you know, we say, "All our people
are going to show up at a certain place on this
weekend and have comrercial things" and the permts
for that have been pretty horrendous.

And | wonder if that's going to change
now. And we're not nmaking any noney on that. It's

not a comercial event. |It's just a custoner
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appreciation type deal although it can have quite a
few peopl e.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So wi t hout going
into a lot of detail, there are other things that cone
into play as to whether it's comercial or non-
commercial and you know, whether you're caring for
fol ks out -- what |level of care is expected of you as
t he sponsor of the event, those kinds of things as
wel |l as whether there's a profit or whether there's
noney being coll ected.

There is sone discretion for Field
Managers, so you probably see sone difference across
Field Ofices. W're doing our best to be consistent,
but you know having five different Field Ofices,
you're going to see sone differences there. Not sure
If | conpletely addressed your question, but whatever
Field Ofice you're in, definitely talk to the Field
Manager and have a discussion with them about it.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah. Okay. Thank you.
It was just kind of interesting, the whole operation.
Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yep. Billy.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah. You know, [|'ve
had some fil m people contact ne about cowboy stuff or

cattle being in it or stuff like that. | had an off-
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road group that was just like, well "Il just make it
short. Wat's the ram fications? Just so many people
that's got to be in it before you get a permt? Wat
actually do they do?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: I'msorry. |'m not
sure |'munderstandi ng the question.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay. There was a group
t hat canme, there was only like, | don't know, three
vehi cl es and you know five guys or sonething. Of-
road, they have a conpany with lights, and you know
stuff to fix your cars up. And they canme and they
were inside the ranch up by the cattle guard and
stuff. | guess what |I'masking is what is the
requi rement for themto go through? Because | asked
themif they had a permt and they said no, but |
didn't do anything about it. They had no animls or
nothing in it, so.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You hit on a good
point. So there are sone obviously comercial filmng
activities that go on on public |land that we don't
know about. They don't cone in for a permt. |If it
Is a comercial activity, they are required to cone in
and get a permt, but we know a |lot of that goes on
illegally if you will as well. You know if they're

using it for personal use, then no, they don't need a
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permt. But yeah if it's a comercial activity, they
shoul d be getting one.

MR. M TCHELL: But there's no how nmany
peopl e or how many vehicles or this or that? It's
j ust whether you're going to use it comercially or
just for yourself? |Is that what you're telling nme?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All of those things
conme into play, but the nost inportant or the thing we
focus on the nost is whether it's commercial or non-
comrerci al, whether they're going to be profiting from
it really, and then the |evel of ground disturbance
associated with it or not.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay.

MR. TAYLOR: If | could junp in rea
qui ck, Andrew if you don't mnd. Billy, an area has
to have a study done for allowng filmng. So there's
that factor, too. So if there's never been any EA
done or there hasn't been categorical exclusion or
anything that that would allow filmng in those areas,
they can't filmthere anyway. So there's other
factors involved in that.

So | would say on ny end, you see
sonebody filmng and they tell you they don't have a
permt, |'d call the ranger dispatch and report it and

| et the rangers take care of it.

Page 121

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, that's what | was
getting to. |Is that who to call or what to do? All
right. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you, Dan.
Jim

MR. BAGLEY: Well just to let you know,
| used to have a | ocation business years ago. |'m not
i n the business anynore. And it's certainly changed
how perm tti ng happens on the |ands, but | also don't
want to beconme so bureaucratic that you kill
entrepreneurial opportunities for people.

VWen | was involved in the business
years ago a | ot of the people were students, or they
wer e people that were hoping to nmake a profit. And
"1l guarantee you they never did. And we've got to
have that opportunity for those people, too. And one
of the biggest problens | used to have, the filmng is
so weat her driven sonetinmes. And what happens is
spont aneous.

Sonebody woul d call ne from Zuma Beach
in Malibu and say, "We're fogged in. W need to go
sonewhere.” And |I'd say, "Why don't you cone to the
desert?" And you know they're spendi ng $1, 000 or
t housands of dollars a day based on the size of the

crew. And to have to wait for a permt process can be
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cunber sone.

So | hope we have a way to accommmodat e
t hose uses, too. And you know it's very different
when you're tal ki ng about sonebody who's got a
mllion-dollar budget and they're staging major trucks
and sonebody who's coming out literally in an SUV with
a handful of folks and a nodel. So just giving that
as ny input.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | appreciate that,
Jim Definitely understand that. And there is a big
difference there in the capability of different people
wanting to filmon public land. And that does create
the wal king that fine line for us but understood. Any
ot her questions?

MR. M TCHELL: |’ m good.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Wl
that's all | had on it, so I'll turn it back over to
you, Randy.

CHAIR BANIS: That's one of the nore
I nteresting issues to conme down the pike in the years.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: It's very
surprising, yes.

CHAIR BANI'S: Yeah. You just never
know. Thanks, Andrew. Ckay. Going down to the next

Itemon the agenda, it's lunch again. What's say we
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skip this one and just nove right into Dana

St ephenson’'s presentation on recreation. And it's
nice to see you again, Dana. Welcone to the Desert
Advi sory Council nmeeting. And the floor is yours.

MS. STEPHENSON: Awesone. Thank you,

Randy. 1It's good to see you. And wel cone new DAC
menmbers. | am Dana Stephenson. | amthe California
Desert District Qutdoor Recreation Planner, but | have

been with the Desert District for over 15 years
working primarily out of the Ridgecrest Field Ofice.
So very famliar with OHV, Recreation, and the Bureau
of Land Managenent. |'m actually born and raised a
desert rat as well, so | know all about it.

So I'"'mgoing to go ahead and start ny
presentation. It's definitely not going to be an hour
l ong. And then | wll be happy to answer questions.
So | et ne go ahead and share ny screen. Share sound.
Al right. Everybody got it?

MR. M TCHELL: Yep.

M5. STEPHENSON: All right. Awesone.
So like | said, |I'm Dana Stephenson and | just kind of
wanted to go through, and | think sonmetinmes we, you
know, forget sometinmes our BLM vision and m ssion. So
before | dive into the bulk of things, | wanted to

give you a little background on who we are.
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So the Bureau of Land Managenent is a
mul ti use governnment agency under the Departnent of
Interior with the mssion to sustain the healthy
diversity and productivity of public lands for the use
and enj oynent of present and future generations.

So yeah |'ve just put on a slide. |
know Greg put on a slide simlar just showi ng the
California Desert District with all of the yell ow
bei ng the Bureau of Land Managenent. That enconpasses
about over 11 mllion acres that the California Desert
Di strict manages.

So within that, you know, we have al
types of recreational opportunities. | know a |ot of
times we focus on just OHV, but you know, we have
hi ki ng, mountain bi king, equestrians, sightseeing,
target shooting, and the |ist can go on and on. And
t hese are just some of our, you know, different types
of uses within our different five Field Ofices. And
conti nued, photography, canping, rockhoundi ng,
boul dering, the |ist goes on and on.

Wth that being said, these nunbers are
based off our RMS, which is our Recreation Managenent
I nformati on System And these visitations are based
on the 2019 and '20 fiscal years. You can see they're

pretty consistent through each office. Needles is a
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little large. They don't have open areas |ike sone of
our other Field Ofices. And then we haven't got our
2021 visitation nunbers yet. W're comng to the end
of our fiscal year, but we our consensus is that it

wi ||l be higher than normal due to everybody | ust
wanting to get outside, recreate, being kind of cooped
up in their houses.

| can tell you that I|nperial Sand Dunes
did get their nunbers in, and | ast year it was over
900, 000, and this year it's |ooking at already over a
mllion visitors. And |I'm guessing Dunont Dunes is
the sanme. So we've been talking a | ot about speci al
recreation permts, so it seens like it was a good
slide to start bringing into the group.

Speci al recreation permts are issued
to businesses, organizations, and individuals to allow
t he use of public lands. And there's different types
of permts that I want to go into. And I'll give you
alittle background and exanples and we'll spend a
little bit of time on this one since it seens to be a
hot topic.

So the types of permts, comerci al
use. So these are recreation use of public |Iands and
rel ated waters for financial gain including:

Gratuities, donations, gifts. So exanples of these
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woul d be fundraising, outfitter guides, Jeep tours,
and so on.

Conpetitive, which is probably our
nunmber one, especially in Barstow, El Centro, and the
Ri dgecrest Field Ofices. They're organized,
sanctioned, or structured use events or activities on
public lands in which two or nore contestants conpete.
And the follow ng elenments need to apply:
Participants register into or conplete an application
for the event or a predeterm ned course or area is
desi gnated. So exanples of these would be the OHB
not orcycl e races and the truck races, horse endurance
ri des, mountain bike riding, all those would fal
under the conpetitive use.

And then we have vending. Vending is
tenmporary, short-term non-exclusive, reversible
aut horizations to sell goods or services on public
| ands in conjunction with a recreation activity. So
usually you'll see a lot of these work closely with
commercial or conpetitive permts.

And we do have stipulations that fall
under this one. You know, they need to produce what
they're selling, it can't be anything that's
| nappropriate, and no selling of alcohol. They have

to send us a list and usually photos of the different
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types of things they're selling on public |ands. And
like | said it needs to be in connection wth another
recreation use.

And then we have our organized group
activity and event use. These are permts intended
for group or outdoor recreation activities or events
whi ch are neither commercial or conpetitive. So these
would go into the Boy Scouts of Anerica, the famly
reuni ons, weddi ngs, high school reunions, and that
ki nd of stuff.

And these are usually, it's up the
di scretion of offices of course, but just an
aut hori zation letter can be done for these, and it
doesn't need to go into the full SRP steps. As |ong
as you're not, you know, advertising, collecting
noney, and that kind of stuff, they usually will just
do a letter of authorization.

And then you have the relationship with
other permits. So as you guys were tal king about,
commercial filmng permts issued in conjunction with
an SRP. One off of that would be King of the Hamrers.
And then recreation permts in conjunction with
anot her permt.

So cost recovery cones into play when

the estimated tinme for processing, adm nistrating, and
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nonitoring a permt exceeds 50 hours. We only usually
have two to three of these in each Field Ofice per
year. And we're trying to find ways to not go into
cost recovery because the BLM does recogni ze that not
all the permt holders can afford it, one.

And there are ways to work around it,
and we're working on that here in the district office.
And that's one of the reasons they did bring nme on was
to try to build consistency and | ook at ways to reduce
going into cost recovery or just reduce the anount of
cost recovery that we're asking for.

So these are kind of just the steps
that we go through to process a permt. It usually
t akes about 180 days. W ask applicants to submt
permts within 180 days, but that's not always the
case. And we do recognize that. And it's up to the
di scretion of the office once again.

I f somebody is interested in applying
for one of those types of permts, they fill a 1232-1
Form and that can be found on the BLM website. And
fill it out to the best of their know edge. And then
I n addition we ask for maps and we ask for an
operations plan. And we have a draft one that we are
happy to share with folks if they don't really have a

starting ground for an operations plan.
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So we ask for those types of things so
we can review and know what the next step is. Are we
going to have to do NEPA on this? How many nonitors
are we going to have to bring in? 1Is the spectators
going to be large or mnimal ? So those are types are
t hi ngs that we have to start | ooking at.

Once we find out what type of permt
t hey are applying for, we can nove forward. And we do
try to really urge applicants if they're doing a high-
speed race or notorcycle ride to go into an open area
that already has a Land Use Plan in place. That does
really reduce the BLM from even getting close to that
50 hours. Sonme of these areas already do have CXs in
pl ace to cover sone of the protecting resources out
t here.

Anot her step that we ask the applicant
to submt is insurance based on what their event is.
There's m ninuminsurance all the way to a maxi mum
i nsurance depending on what is the event going to
occur.

So the permt takes place, say, and
everybody's out there. W usually do have, if needed
for the high-speed races, we'll have nonitors on the
ground to nake sure that the proponent is doing their

j ob, you know. There could be road crossings. There
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could be close to highways or anything |like that.

And nonitors need to be on the ground.
We ask that the proponent has nonitors on the ground
to make sure that they're keeping spectators back and
that they're making sure that their group is in
conpliance with the stipulations that we send out and
they initial. And we just want to make sure everyone
I's doing their due diligence.

Once they finish their event, they need
to submt a formand with how many riders were
included. |It's called the Post-Use Report. And then
in addition there is desert tortoise and the Mjave
brown squirrel, if they've seen any, they have to
report it right away. And so we have a | ot of steps
and processes.

And it looks |like a lot on this paper,
but we are trying to build consistency so that it's
easi er and not so confusing for everybody. And if you
just reach out to your Field Ofice and you can al ways
reach out to me. |'m happy to wal k anybody through
t he steps and processes of obtaining an SRP.

So these are the SRPs by office. And |
m ght be off one or two. | know that they gave you
guys this in your DAC Report as well. So you can see

Pal m Springs Field Ofice, that's nore comercial .
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Needl es, nmore commercial use. And then Ri dgecrest
Field Ofice, our conpetitive is probably the highest
t here.

And then EI Centro has a | arge anount
nostly with conpetitive and commercial. They have a
| ar ge anount of vending there, too, due to the
| rperial Sand Dunes. And then Barstow Field Ofice,
you'll see the vendor list is quite high. A large
nunber of those is due to King of the Hamrers, and
then they have all their conpetitive, as well.

So | just want to show you guys a quick
video. So the Rebelle Rally has been going on for
about, | think they're going on their sixth year, and
they -- driving and navi gation across portions of
California on | egal open routes. They use conpasses
and road books to navigate. They don't have phones or
anything. And it's over eight days.

And this video |I'm going to show
actually started in Nevada and then it went through
Bi shop, Ridgecrest, Barstow and finished in EIl Centro.
So hold tight and I'm going to share. [It's about four
m nutes, but it really highlights the Field Ofices
and just shows you sonme of the SRPs that are out there
that we work really well wth.

And | actually issue this permt
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because it does cross so many different offices. And
we have an MOU and a Del egation of Authority as well
which allows Andrew to sign off on these for both
Nevada and California side. So give ne a few seconds.

(Video was pl ayed.)

MS. STEPHENSON: All right. 1'll share
my screen again on ny presentation. Al right. So |
really just wanted to show you guys that. | thought
it was a great highlight video. They are returning
this year where they'll be going through actually the
Needl es Field O fice, Barstow, and El Centro. And
that occurs in October. So they already got their
permt application in, and we're noving forward with
it.

So everybody of course knows of the
King of the Hammers. | am actually issued the
recreation permt along with the Barstow Field Ofice
and Katrina and her crew who are awesone to work wth.
| also amthe Incident Commander On The G ound for
this event.

So this year for the 2021 King of the
Hamers, we had about over 18,000 spectators, pit crew
over 3,000, conpetitors was 909, volunteers 342,
production 80, services 94, which is |ike the

restroonms and food services and stuff. And then the
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staff was 174. This was a great and safe recreation
permt that went on due to the nultiagency

col | aborati on between San Bernardi no, the San
Bernardi no Sheriff, the Marines, state parks, Bureau
of Land Managenent, and then Dave Cole with King of
t he Hamrers.

And then the BLM staff that | had that
support nme on the ground and for this is amazing to
work with. | can call Katrina in a mnute, and she
has an answer for ne. And if she doesn't she finds it
for me. So it really was a great and safe event and |
t hought it went on amazing. And it just seened |ike
everybody was really happy to be outside.

So | know I kind of brought up a little
bit the third-party nonitoring. For those that don't
know what this is, this was brought up by sone of the
sharehol ders and the permtholders. And it's due to
the cost recovery and trying to keep peopl e out of
cost recovery. W did do sonme test runs. Neil Hamada
ran those. We did one in Barstow and then he cane
I nto Ri dgecrest when | was there, and we did one.

VWhat we are finding is it's hard to
find a true third-party nonitoring. And so these are
ki nd of where we're at now, and we've reported back.

We're finding that | ess than 10 percent of SRPs
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I nvol ve actual cost recovery. Like | said maybe one
to two per office. The District Recreation Planner,
which is me, | amworking diligently not only with the
offices but also with the state office, Andrew Burros,
to inprove consistency throughout the offices.

And sonme things are a case-by-case
basis. But sonme forms and ways we can do things, we
can do it nmore simlar. W're trying to do
progranmmati ¢ NEPAs and reduce cost recovery for casual
use. And then we're also trying to conplete ten-year
CXs for events that are occurring and using the sane
routes consistently.

And then trying to find and train | ower
GS-level staffs to nonitor these events. Like | said
this is a case-by-case as well. |t depends on the
wor kl oad in the office and if we even have the
I ndividuals in those offices. But we are looking to
do that. Sonmething we started two years ago, Nei
Hamada actually started it and we're continuing it, is
bringing people in fromdifferent offices and training
them at King of the Hamrers to do nonitoring and know
what we're | ooking for and what to report.

And then on kids' races, usually that's
ki nd of what's going into cost recovery is the

not orcycl e races. They want to do a Saturday race and
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then a Sunday race with the kids. And so we're just
trying to keep those smaller, under four hours, and
al l ow volunteers to conduct the nmonitoring. And then
BLMwill be in the area doing spot checks, but they
won't be solely commtted to just that SRP. They'l
still be nonitoring the surrounding public lands. So
that's where we're at with that right now.

And the next step is to eventually
devel op sonme sort of training. And also for the
proponents to find a true third party to train under
this. So with that I'"'mgoing to go into OHV grants.
Those have been brought up quite a bit today as well.
So with the insistence of state parks, the BLM and
partners are able to get the follow ng grants. You
can see here on the slides. W have ground
operations, restoration, |aw enforcenent, education,
and safety.

So these are what was awarded for the
Gl9. You can see them broken down by office, which
was over five mllion for the Desert District alone
which is amazing. W really do so much work with
t hese grants across the board which hopefully all ows
us to keep nore open areas open and nore protected
areas protected.

So exanples of the projects that we do
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Is graffiti renoval. You can see here the Pal m
Springs Ofice is using it to do sone trai
mai nt enance on the right side here you see on the
screen. Sone other exanples is we go out and purchase
ki osks, signs. Here's Barstow Field Ofice doing
education and safety. And then we bring is SCA crews
or ACE crews or different interns to cone in and do
the restoration on the ground that you can see here.

And this is just mniml of what the
of fices do. You know, it expands far nore than what
" meven able to share with you guys. Here's sone
panphl ets and fliers that are produced with OHV funds.
These ones are draft now for the Palm Springs Field
Office. You can see that they put the OHV funds | ogo
on there, and we try to do that with anything we
purchase with OHV funds.

And this is the backside of the nap.
So it looks really good. A lot of the offices do
these or just do fliers to get out to the public for
educati on. In addition, you know we have our
restoration grants which have been very successf ul
woul d say throughout the California Desert District.
We actually just did, nyself and Katie out of the
Ri dgecrest, did a presentation to the division on

this. You can see here, you know, an illegal route
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that the crews went out and restored.

| just wanted to give you an exanpl e of
t he you know ground restoration that we' ve conpl et ed.
The district office G S specialists have created these
nunbers which is amazing. The types of -- you can see
the horizontal mulching we do. All the trash pickup.
VWhen they're out there as well with collector, they're
able to identify tortoise burros and you know i f they
conme up at ARPA area or archeol ogical area, they're
able to report that as well. Mne shafts, all that
stuff.

So not only are they out there doing
the work on the ground, they're also out there
collecting lots of data that we can use in different
resources within our office that just help with the
OHV si de of things.

So as Randy said, congratulations to
the offices that did get their prelimnary awards for
the Q1. These are the nunbers which is over six
mllion which is great. W were concerned that this
was going to be low, but the offices were very
successful. Restoration you can see all the offices
applied for a restoration grant and got it. Law
enforcenent we usually get, those are kind of already

del egated for the | aw enforcenent, so they actually
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got nore than requested. And then you can see ground
oper ati ons.

So very successful this year and now
it's out for a 30-day appeal period and then once
that's over, they can start putting in for their first
and second paynents to start doing the work on the
ground.

So sonme managenent chall enges that we
do see, | think proximty to you know rural areas and
cities that are expanding. And that seens to just be
getting nore and nore -- the public perception that
BLMis kind of a wastel and for their trash and stuff,
we are finding that that is a big concern, and it's a
chal l enge. We just don't have the manpower to go out
and collect all that trash.

Wor kl oad, that's always going to be a
topic. And then the BLM program fundi ng | evel s,
staffing, turnover. | would say those are probably
our biggest challenges, but | do want to end on a
positive note with that, and say you know the
California Desert District is working hard to approach
t hese chal | enges.

And we're constantly working with
partnershi ps and volunteers and the public to go out

and do cl eanups or just get out there and really
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educate the public on you know designated trails, what
are open areas? You know, what are protected areas?
What are wi | derness areas?

So | think that's area that we can
al ways i nprove on, and we are consistently trying to
find ways and with technology now, | think trying to
keep up with the younger generation is hard. But you
know we' re working through it and we're working with
the State Office to cone up with different ways to
reach people. Wth that being said, do you guys have
any questions? Go ahead, Dan.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, you tal ked about
third-party nonitoring and that it was difficult or
challenging to get that fulfilled. Can you kind of
expand on why it's difficult? Wat is the chall enges
for bringing in third-party nonitoring for these type
of events?

MS. STEPHENSON: | think the biggest
challenge is the true third party. So when we did our
trial runs, what we found was they were famly nmenbers
of people that were part of the race, or you know
wearing a shirt of that race event. You know m ni nal
things like that. But you know they're not -- are
t hey out there doing the actual nonitoring that we're

| ooking for or are they playing favoritism mybe? W
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don't know.

So trying to find that true third party
and then al so devel oping and fundi ng sonme sort of
training for the third party, that is both going to be
conpliant with what BLM needs and then al so you know
s out there protecting the spectators and the public
that are out there watching these events.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, |I've made this
recommendati on before because | know it's chall engi ng
because sone film ng on federal |ands would require a
nonitor. And it doesn't happen very often because al
of the BLM offices |I've worked with try very hard to
make every permt work, but |I've had a few of them be
deni ed due to staffing issues of not being able to
noni tor because there's no staffing avail abl e.

And | have made recommendati ons t hat
you know let's work with Iike the Wounded Warri ors
Program or sonething like that. And let's get sone of
t hose people trained, and of course funding is the
I ssue, to where they can step in and as a third party
not associated with the event that's goi ng on whet her
it's recreation or filmng, can step in and do
nonitoring paid for by that event if that makes sense.

So the challenge | think would be is

trying to find the funds to get the training to
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utilize a group like that because those are workers
waiting for jobs I think. And I think it's sonething
we probably should try to find a way to get that
funded so that we can make this easier on the BLM
staff and on the events in general.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah. | agree with
you. And like | said the biggest concern is you know
one, and the first and forenost, is protecting the
public that are out there. You know spectators
especially on those truck races or notorcycle races
you know. People like to get closer and cl oser and
closer for sone reason to alnost want to touch it.
And just trying to find that group that will go out
there and do their due diligence and follow the
stipulations that we're going to put forth. That's
going to be the biggest chall enge.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You know | think
sone of it may be a scale issue. And | think we
| ooked early at third-party nonitoring for sone of
t hese larger events and getting the nunbers trained up
I's not real doable on our part. And then the
reliability of having themall avail able and cone
back. | think Dan what you're tal king about seens to
me like it's a smaller scale and naybe shorter term

and maybe sonet hing nore appropriate for third-party
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noni t ori ng.

MR. TAYLOR  Yeah, and | think that
it's sonmething that you're going to have to just
build. To slowy build a database and build trained
peopl e and start pulling from prograns |ike Wunded
Warriors or sone other simlar type prograns that have
peopl e who are | ooking for ways to nake a little extra
noney here and there but are also wlling to do a good
job if that makes sense.

MR. HOLLI DAY: And one of the things
when we had the special recreation group, they were
| ooking at that type of thing and trying to work out
how to generate the proper expertise | guess you' d say
of people to do that. And maybe that would be anot her
thing. |If sonmebody wanted to have a special group,
subgroup, to look at permts and special recreation
permts, one portion of it would be the other
nmoni t ori ng.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah. And it's
sonet hing that we could | ook at for, |ike Andrew is
saying, the smaller groups. But hopefully by building
the consistency through the Field Ofices and finding
ot her ways we can avoid even going into the cost
recovery for sone of these smaller events. And that

woul d be an idea as well. Richard, did you already
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go?

MR. M TCHELL: Randy.

CHAIR BANI'S: Well Dick already went,
and Billy is next.

MS. STEPHENSON: Okay. Go ahead.

MR. M TCHELL: This cost recovery, you
know, that King of the Hamrers is right across the
street fromnme. And for two weeks straight, | nean |
get all that traffic up nmy road. Two mles across
state |l and, the other two BLM And |I've had to
mai ntain that for 23 years nyself and | don't know how
| ong they' ve been going, maybe ten years. And that's
numer ous vehi cl es.

It just tears it all to you know what.
And it all comes out of ny pocket. So how do |I -- do
| talk to Katrina and have OHV do sonet hi ng about
that? Because everybody is using it for nothing.
Billy is going to take care of it for everybody. And
|"mgetting a little tired of it. 1'm73. | used to
do it wth horses, but |I got to dodge -- now.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah, | can reach out
to Katrina and nmyself and we can you know tal k nore on
a side note and see what we can do on the BLM side of
things to hel p out.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah you know this King
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guy, | nean he makes this noney and brings all these
people. And then the |ocal people, they' ve got to
suffer with the dirt roads. You know -- nunerous of

themtell nme about it, but I don't knowif they go to

Katrina or who they go to. But | nean sonmething's got

to be done with that.

VWhen you get 18,000 people out in
Johnson Val |l ey and you've got ten roads probably
t hrough the dang place and mne is nunber one all the

way from Bi g Bear and over to Pioneer Town. It takes

me three hours just to do that road. Three hours in a

day just to get rocks out of it, drag it, and the
price of diesel fuel. | nmean it's just getting
ridicul ous.

So the nore people we get doing that,
think we're going to have to figure out what we're
going to do with them and so the ranch woul dn't have
to pay for it. Because | didn't bring themin here.
| guess if | threw a rodeo on | probably could help
t hese peopl e do sonething, but you know, | don't. So
I f you guys could solve that problemfor at |east one
of the ranchers in this industry | would appreciate
it. Thank you.

M5. STEPHENSON: | definitely think I

can work closely with Katrina and her Field Ofice to
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try to work through sone process or conme up with sone
sort of solution. O even start the process.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay. Sounds good to
me. Thank you.

MS5. STEPHENSON: Thank you, sir.

MR. M TCHELL: You bet. Thank you,
am

CHAI R BANI' S:  Jayne.

M5. POWNELL: So in regards to the
nonitors, normally when a project proponent on the
projects |I've been involved with across California has
to have a nonitor whether it's a Native American
nonitor or sonme kind of biologist or archeol ogi st.
The project proponent is part of the project cost
bears that. And they should have those costs witten
into their budgets. |t doesn't cone down to you know
t he agency that's issuing the permt taking care of
the nonitoring. And it seens that unless |
m sunder st ood the paradi gm here i s backwards.

CHAI R BANI S: | think, Dana, isn't the
nmoni toring costs that we're trying to get into the
| ndependent sector, those duties that have been |eft
to the BLM staff thensel ves.

MS. STEPHENSON: Correct. Yes. So

part of an SRP, you know they have vol unteers that
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nonitor you know races and stuff. And BLMis out
there really to nonitor the nonitors, nake sure
they're doing their job. And if they have any
gquestions or concerns they bring it to us. In
additi on you know on sone of those races we need | aw
enforcement out there to assist with our nonitors.

MS. POWELL: Isn't all that cost
recoverabl e back to the project proponent?

CHAI R BANI' S:  Yes.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yes it is if it goes
over 50 hours. So like | said there's only one or two
SRPs, and this is just based on |like the comrerci al
recreation permts and the conpetitive and stuff. |
mean the filmng does go into that as well. | didn't
really dive into that. | know Andrew di d.

But yeah, so it really is based on if
It goes over 50 hours and we do put it out an estinmate
on what it will cost to continue with the permt. But
like | said there's only one or two of these permts
that actually go into a cost recovery. And they're
pretty large permts. | nmean King of the Hammers is
very large. The Rebelle Rally is a cost recovery
permt.

M5. POWELL: Those two exanples seem

| i ke they should definitely have the project proponent
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pay for that.

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah. And they know
that going into it. | mean that's already expected of
both of them And sone of these smaller ones that are
going into cost recovery, that's where kind of the
i ssues |ie.

M5. POWELL: Well maybe the approach
shoul d i nclude cost recovery for services that you
can't provide tinely or fully cover so the --

MS. STEPHENSON: Yeah, | think what's
falling into that is some of these perm thol ders can't
afford it.

M5. POWELL: Well then they should plan
to do sonething el se.

CHAIR BANI'S: Again just to clarify, |
think that it's an attenpt by permthol ders to repl ace
t he hi gher cost governnent |abor with outside |abor
that could be provided either | ess expensively or
per haps for free, but by an independent third-party
group that could be that independent nonitor function
that the BLM needs and is | ooking for out of their
Field Ofice, but not have it be their staff nmenber.

M5. POWELL: 1|Is there a way to vet that
| i st of organizations that m ght provide support?

MS. STEPHENSON: Absol utely.
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CHAIR BANIS: And | think that's the
direction they're going is trying to find those
entities, organizations, bodies of people that could
qualify as being truly independent and yet still be
able to serve and function in a public safety and
resource protective way.

So that is the conundrum Jayne, is
they haven't really found any real service that
provides that yet at this point. And it's only been
done in a pilot program so it's a hope that it's in
progress. And hopefully they can find a body that can
do that.

MS. STEPHENSON: Any ot her questions?

MR. M TCHELL: |I'mfine.

MS. STEPHENSON: Well | appreciate you
guys' attention. Thank you guys very nuch, and pl ease
reach out to me with any you know future questions you
guys have. And | | ook forward to working with you all
in the future

MR. M TCHELL: Randy, | have one
gquestion. | don't know when | can bring it up. But
who sits on the DAC with us as far as for the Indian
-- 1 can't think of his nanme that was on last tinme we
were here. Do we have sonebody for the tribes?

CHAI R BANI S: Yeah, Bob Robi nson. He' s
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on the Iline.

MR. M TCHELL: Onh, okay. Okay. I'm
sorry. | didn't know that. Thank you.

CHAIR BANIS: So by the way it's funny.
Billy, this is howrural he is, an event that's across
the street is still four mles away. That's rural.

Wth that |'"mgoing to turn it over to
Andrew to introduce the Manager Reports. This is our
favorite part of the neeting. This is when we've seen
seasoned veteran managers reduced to shaking and tears
sonetimes fromthe grilling that nmy coll eagues provide
t hem So with that said, Andrew, you and your fell ow
managers have the floor. W' re looking forward to
this.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: All right. Thank
you, Randy. You are an intimdating group, but we'll
do our best here. 1'mgoing to step us back just a
little bit because Billy brought up M. Jerry
Hilliard. | just wanted to say a few words about
Jerry.

When | accepted this job and they did
my, when they brought ne into the systemthere, Jerry
was one of the first people to cone and talk to ne.
And | really appreciated that. Wat a great guy. So

t here have been 12 District Managers here on the
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California Desert District. I'mthe twelfth. And
Jerry was the fifth one. He was in that position for
16 years, which to nme is absolutely amazi ng.

This is a busy, busy place and it is
pretty intense every day fromstart to finish. And so
for sonmebody to be able to do that for 16 years, ny
hat is off to them That is an inpressive man. And
he remai ned to be you know really engaged in desert
| ssues. You know he even just a few nonths ago | saw
himat different neetings. You know and a | ot of
different neetings, it wasn't just one group. He was
very, very active. So what a great guy. And Billy I
really appreciate you rem ndi ng us about him

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, he was ny first
District Manager | guess when | started this endeavor
to carry on ny famly's heritage. And it's funny, the
first tortoise battle enmerged through all that, his
really good friends. And he's helped nme with -- with
the right people to talk to and different things. He
was very instrunental for the cattlenmen. | nmean all
the industries. You know, he was very instrunmental in
how t hese things turned out. Thank you.

MR. BAGLEY: Andrew, |I'mvery sorry to
hear of his passing. He was instrunental in the

California Desert Conservation Pl an. W weren't
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al ways on the sane side, but we were always friends,
too. He was an excellent --

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, he was.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you for that,
Jim The other person |I'd like to renenber was a
menmber of our DAC, M. Jim Kenney. He passed away
this last year. Jimwas pretty active with Friends of
t he Jawbone. And | think Randy you worked pretty
closely with him And | know Carl did out of
Ri dgecrest. And | was sad to hear about his passing
as wel | .

In menmory of himand his contribution
to the DAC and Friends of the Jawbone, we've got a
certificate that we're going to send to his wife, but
we al so have a plaque that we're going to put up in
the Visitors Center at Friends of the Jawbone. So
yeah there's just a little bit of menmory for him

MR. M TCHELL: Great deal.

MR. BAGLEY: That's really nice. @ ad
to see that.

CHAIR BANIS: We mss himat many, nmany
tables in the Ridgecrest area. He sat on many

di fferent tables.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | woul d i magi ne,
yeah. All right. Wth that, I'"mgoing to nove on in
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the agenda. | don't have a PowerPoint for this. |I'm

just going to cover a few high points about BLM

California, a little bit about the distri

ct, and the

we'll dive into the Field Manager Reports.

So | think everybody probably realizes

t hat our Nada Wbl ff Culver is our Deputy

Di rector of

Policy and Program Essentially she is our Acting

Director right now. Previously she was with The

Nat i onal Aut obahn O fice as well as the W/ derness

Society. And M ke Nedd, you probably all

have heard

M ke's nane. M ke has been around for a very |long

time. He remains our Deputy Director of
Here in California, Karen

out State Director. Wien we did our litt

adm ni strative neeting a few nonths ago,

wel com ng. You nmay renenber seeing her.

Oper ati ons.

Mouritsen i s

| e
she did a
She' s our

State Director since January 2020. And nost of you

know Joe Stout pretty well | would imgine. Joe is

our Associate State Director.

So | just wanted to catch

you up with

who's who upstairs there. A little bit about CDD

here. CObviously, I'"'mthe District Manager. Geg is

in a newrole as the Associate District Manager. W

have two Assistant District Managers. The first one

I s Brandon Ander son. He i s the Assi stant

District
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Manager for Project Support. And Brandon supervises a
whol e crew of Project Managers that |ead the charge on
t hese renewabl e energy projects. So he's a pretty
busy guy.

Greg vacated the position of Assistant
District Manager for Resources, and we just nmade an
offer in that position. So hoping to have sonebody on
here in the new few nonths. So just wanted to catch
you up with the | eadership there as well

Just a little bit about our budget.

You have to be careful when you tal k about budget, you
know. What's included, what's not, what does it
represent, what doesn't it? You know, what's in ny
wal | et doesn't necessarily represent ny nonthly
paycheck fromny wife. You know those kinds of

things. So just these nunbers with a little bit of
grain of salt.

But BLM California, this is the entire
state, our operating budget this year was 247 mllion.
That includes appropriations. That includes fire and
fuels. That includes grant noney. That includes bake
sal e noney. That's the whole ball of wax there.

O that, for the California Desert

District, we have just under $41 m i on. Sane t hing,
that's that 5 mllion that we get fromgrants as well
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as any other cost recovery noney that we get through
these different |large projects, special recreation
permts, all those things. So about $41 mllion for
the Desert District. W have, across the district,
all the Field Ofices and District enpl oyees, about
300 enpl oyees. So just to give you an idea about our
size there.

Li ke Dana nentioned, we manage j ust
under 12 mllion acres. W have the California Desert
area, that is about 11 mllion acres. And then we
have the South Coast area that's part of the Palm
Springs Ofice that adds another several hundred
t housand acres. So that's kind of what we | ook |ike
fromabove if you wll.

You know |'m going to nove on from
there. That's all I'"mgoing to cover there. [|I'm
going to turn it over to the Field Managers. And
we're going to start out with hearing fromthem and
we'd | ove to take any questions. Actually before |
nove on, any questions about what | just said or any
coments there?

MR. M TCHELL.: No.

M5. POWELL: So | had a question. In
ternms of your staffing, | was wondering how many open

positions you had.
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: That's a trick
guestion. No, that's a really good questi on.

MS. POWELL: It wasn't a trick
questi on.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: No, it's areally
good one. And it's a source of ny frustration. W go
anywhere from between 20 and 30 percent vacancy of
those 300 positions. Right now we're probably pushing
just over 30 percent vacancy. Wien | cane on, that
was one of ny goals to reduce that nunmber. W got it
down to right around 20. Then we had a sl ew of
retirements and people noving on. And our HR program
| ost a few enployees as well, so that slowed down our
rehiring. So we're constantly hiring. So right now
we're just over 30 percent vacancy rate.

M5. POWELL: Thank you

MANAGER ARCHULETA: O her questions?
Al right. Let's nove on. W're going to start off
with the Barstow Field Ofice, and I'lIl turn it over
to Katrina.

MR. M TCHELL: All right.

M5. SYMONS: So good afternoon. [|I'm
not going to repeat what's in the report because you
got that ahead of tine to read. What was m ssi ng out

of the report I will highlight. The Field Ofice
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staff continues to inplenent the 2019 West Mj ave
Record of Decision. That includes conducting route
restoration, route signing, and nonitoring as well as
route mai ntenance.

We're working with the Nati onal
Training Center at Fort Irwin on the |egislative
envi ronnental inpact statenment for the public plan
wi t hdrawal extension. That draft EI'S coment peri od
ended July 6th. W're anticipating to have that final
ElI'S out on the street sonetine this fall.

We're al so working on the environnment al
anal ysis for the replacenent of a wildlife water in
t he Newberry Mountains WIderness. Right now Bob
Burke and fol ks fromthe Bighorn Society, they're
haul i ng water on a regular basis to that site for the
bi ghorn sheep. It is hoped that wth the replacenent
of that wildlife water it will cut down on the nunber
of entries by notorized vehicle into that w | derness.

We're al so working on the environnment al
anal ysis for range inprovenents in the Round Mountain
Al lotnment. Those range inprovenents are needed before
we consi der any changes in the actual grazing
rotation.

Shout out to the Friends of EIl Mrage

and their partnership in the operation and mai ntenance
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of the EI Mrage OHV Recreation Area and Visitors
Center. Wthout them given our current staffing we
woul d have an extrenely hard time managi ng that site
to the quality that the Friends of El Mrage is
managing it.

We're al so working on route
restoration. That will start probably around
Septenmber in the Ord Mountain subregion in accordance
with the Conservation Framework Agreenment. This pilot
project is a public/private partnership with
Preservati on Ranch.

And then al so anot her partnership
that's in devel opment right nowis between the BLM
Marines, Arny, Fish and WIldlife, and the National
Fish and Wl dlife Foundation for desert tortoise
conservati on under the Recovery and Sustai nnent
Partnership. One of the primary conservation actions
that will be com ng out of that will be route
restoration within the West Mjave pl anni ng area.

And then we are, you know, with all the
| ove that we're getting from new fol ks, you know,
finding the California Desert District and recreating
during COVID-19, they're also bringing their poor
behavi or. So we've seen, you know, certainly an

I ncrease in dunping. Every report that cones in, we

Page 158

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

are | ogging those dunping sites and cl eaning them up
as quickly as we can. The last site that we cl eaned
up, and that was about a week ago, we renoved 4.5 tons
fromone site.

And then lastly, that's the
proliferation of the cannabis growh sites. Certainly
those growh sites are occurring primarily on private
| and, but they're also, you know, sl opping over onto
public | ands. Whenever we wind up getting a report,
| aw enf orcenent does respond to that and has been
coordinating with other |aw enforcenent agencies. And
that is it onny list. |If there's any questions, |'m
ready to take them

CHAIR BANIS: VWho's first?

MR. BAGLEY: Randy, |'ve got a couple
questions for you. One of ny questions on your Staff
Report, you have proposals on abandoned m ne lands in
t he Pinto Mountains southeast of Twentyni ne Pal ns.
That is a concern for sone of the recreational mners
that are in this area. Can you elaborate on that a
little bit?

MS5. SYMONS: Yeah, so what it is is
taking the adits that have been inventoried that are
considered a safety concern that are not being

currently managed by the existing mning claimnt. So
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for all of those inventoried sites that are being
proposed for inmrediation, that's basically to put
fencing up around it or to put gates on it to prevent
access by the general nenbers of the public.

Letters went out to all of the m ning
claimants basically stating, you know, "If you do not
correct the safety issues, BLMwll. W're willing to
work with you to ensure that any type of corrective
action would not prevent you from being able to m ne
and at the sane tinme would al so address public safety
concerns. "

MR. BAGLEY: Katrina, | appreciate
that. M concern is, | grew up you know exploring the
desert. These mnes were part of ny backyard. As a
kid I'd been in every mine irresponsibly that you can
I mgine. But | don't want to see those opportunities
di sappear also. Part of the treasure of the public
| ands is the ability to file an unpatented m ning
claim And this is an area where there's a | ot of
active unpatented m ning clains.

The National Park Service would like to
take this property back over and there are people who
are advocating. That woul d change the nature of the
| and use experience there entirely. And anytine |

read about bat gates or expandable foam | just think
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It takes away the opportunity for people to maintain
t hese unpatented mning clainms or find things in the
future.

| just rem nd people that mnerals are
a comodity and the value changes from year to year.
And the price of gold can drive interest there, but
it's also part of the Anmerican dream |It's a
fundanental part of the American dreamthat you can go
on the public lands and file an unpatented m ne claim
And you have an opportunity, and |I'mjust concerned
about that.

So | appreciate what you're saying, and
|'ve heard sone feedback from sone of the |ocal folKks.
| call themrecreational mners that are out there,
you know, drinking beer and dry washing and having a
great tinme on the weekends. But that's really an
| nportant part of what happens out there, and | just
don't want to see that --

Anot her concern | have, you were
t al ki ng about the Johnson Vall ey cooperation with the
Marine Corps. And I'mgoing to raise this issue
again. The Marine Corps has been very inactive. W
call it a Shared Use Area, our acumen within the
avi ation community.

There's al so a special use air space
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and the FAA has a proposal with the Marine Corps which
is a much larger footprint than the current open area
or shared use area in the Johnson Valley that create

t he special use air space which is restricted air
space all the way down to the ground.

So I"'mjust going to tell you |I'm al so
the chairman of the San Bernardi no County Airport
Comm ssion. W administer the public airports in San
Bernardino County. But I'ma pilot, and this is part
of how the public |ands are used out there al so.

There was a huge | oss when the Marine Corps took over
their expansion. But if this special use air space is
allowed to go all the way down to the ground, it's
going to change the nature of the public access there,
t 0o.

Ri ght now people fly drones. There's
recreational rocketry. There's ultralights. There's
hang-gliding. There's all kinds of activities that
woul d be totally prohibited under the special use
proposal. | reached out to the Mari ne Corps.
haven't heard fromthem | was once a part of the
DOD' s operation in this, but I'mwearing a different
hat and |'m advocating for public access to the public
| ands.

| know the Bureau of Land Managenent
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only adm nisters the footprint of what's on the
ground, but this special use air space is a real
danger to what happens there. And |I'mjust going to
throw this out because | want people to hear this. |If
you woul d have asked me 20 years ago if the Marine
Corps could take over that Johnson Vall ey expansion, |
woul d have told you it was just unthinkable.

But it happened, and ny concern now, if
you get special use air space fromthe Marine Corps
all the way down to the surface, they're not in the
recreation business. And they may conme in the future
and say, "Hey, we can't use this shared use air space.
We're already on the air space. Wiy don't we do
anot her change?" And it's going to be a nmmjor change
for the people who live out there and also for the
peopl e who recreate.

So I"mjust putting it up on the radar
screen, it's a concern for ne. And I knowit's beyond
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Managenment, but
| think we need to have this discussion here so people
are aware of it, especially users groups. And I'm
di sappoi nted we don't have nore participation today
because | really do think this a threat to the ongoi ng
public access to the Johnson Valley. That's pretty

much what | have.
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CHAIR BANIS: Oh I've got Dan with
their hand up and then Billy.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you, Jim | want to
echo Jim s concern about that air space. This is the
first 1've heard about it. Thank you, Jim Because
that woul d adversely inpact the filmindustry in
Johnson Valley who |ikes to use drones and helicopters
in that area for sonme of their film ng because of the
open | andscape with no structures in it.

It's one of the |ast few vestiges of
open land out there that they can filmon w thout
havi ng anything around it. So that does concern ne.
And | would like to talk to you, Jim on the side
about that later.

Katrina, you' re so nmuch fun to work
wth., | tell you, you're a blast. But you know |I'm a
one-trick pony, |I'm always tal king about filmng. |
have a question about the Dunont Dunes access road
project. |Is there any possible way that the Dunont
Dunes access road could be in this inprovenent be
I ncluded into the filmng area that's al ready
est abl i shed around Dunmont? As you know t hat access
road is outside of the filmng area. |s there a way
to be able to, in this inprovenent, get that added

into the filmng area?
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M5. SYMONS: So the actual
envi ronnent al docunent was pull ed together by the
Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration underneath their
authority because that's where the funding is com ng
from So it is really specific to the access road.
Wth that being said, you know, the Field Ofice does
have the ability to add areas to be avail able for
filmng. So | would certainly entertain doing just
t hat .

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah because | do get a
| ot of requests for that access road because of the
way it |l ooks and how well it's maintained for the nost
part. It would be great to be able to include that in
the future.

| know you have nothing to do with this
I n the Johnson Valley side, the D scover Johnson
Val | ey app, that was sponsored nostly by the mlitary
if | remenber correctly. And it went away. That was
actually a very good resource | think for the
recreation and for fil m ng.

And | really wish there was a way to
talk to the mlitary or give them sone encouragenent
to be able to reinstate that app because it was very
useful, and it helped a lot with filmcrews trying to

make sure they're staying where they' re supposed to be
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and not encroaching onto areas that are not open for
filmng or into private land. That's just a
statenent, not a question.

Al'l of your energy projects you have,
t he sunbaked and Cady [ph] Sol ar Project, everything
el se you have going on. |'mgoing through your |ist
here real quick that |I've made notes on. But any one
of those energy progranms, when that went through, did
you include in the studies and the AEA and everything
to prepare for those prograns to conme in, did you
include filmng in those studies so that once they
become active it will be easier for a filmcrew to be
able to conme in and with perm ssion of those energy
conpanies filmin those areas?

M5. SYMONS: So sunbaked and Cady Sol ar
Energy, we've only had the one preapplication neeting,
so we're not even close to the tinme for doing the
envi ronnental docunentation for that. And so
certainly, you know, given the coments you not only
made today but in past back presentations, the
consideration of filmng can certainly be part of
t hat .

In regard to the wind testing project,
we're going to be covering that via categori cal

exclusion. W can do the sane thing when it cones to
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a filmpermt, so | don't see that being as
troubl esone as the solar projects which will at a
m ni mum requi re an EA.

MR. TAYLOR: Beautiful. Thank you,
Katrina. As always, it's a joy to work with you. You
are always willing to listen. You're always wlling
to see every avenue that would be the best work for,
in my opinion, for any kind of use on the land. You
try to make things successful, so | appreciate your
hard work. And thank you and continue to do so.

M5. SYMONS: Thanks, Dan. | appreciate
the Inland Enpire Film Services. W thout your
assi stance, we would not be able to service the film
i ndustry like we do. So kudos to you and your
or gani zati on.

CHAIR BANI'S: Next on the line is
Billy. You're on nute, Billy.

MR. M TCHELL: Does it work now?

CHAIR BANI'S: Got you. Sounds good.

MR. M TCHELL: |'m good?

CHAIR BANI'S: You got it.

MR. M TCHELL: It's probably better |
was on nute, huh? Hi, Katrina. On the Round
Mountain, we're waiting on what now you sai d?

M5. SYMONS: We have to get the
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envi ronnental assessnent conpleted for those range

| nprovenents. We're running into a little difficulty.
| do have sonme of ny staff, that would be the field-
oriented staff, to collect some additional
information. They're on fire assignhnent right now.

And then we're still trying to fill the
vacancy of the Vice Freitag [ph]. W do see sone
novenent on the potential of getting that vacancy
flown here in the next nonth or so. So it's a
capacity issue right now, but it is absolutely on the
top of our list to get done. W know how inportant it
Is to John.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah. W' ve been
wor ki ng on that for over 15 years, and you see these
other mnes go in, you see all different stuff go in.
And this has been kicked aside, other than you. And
it's really disturbing that you can watch all of this
ot her stuff get done, but when it cones down to the
ranchi ng i ndustry, which in the Myjave Desert was the
bi ggest industry, now you've got six people left and
It just doesn't seemli ke anything gets done when we
want ed.

But on the sanme line | have to say that
you're the only Area Manager other than Jerry Hllard

that's really worked with the cattle industry. You've

Page 168

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

done an excellent job. Lindsey, she was excellent.
It's going to be hard for anybody to take that girl's
pl ace as nmuch as she got done. So being that's all
done, as soon as we get John's, then are we going to

the Rattl esnake extension for nme was the second

guesti on.
M5. SYMONS: Yep. That's the next one.
MR. MTCHELL: 1It's not going to take
15 years. | don't think I have 15 years left. [1'l]

be 90-sonething by then. All right. Thank you,
Katrina. | appreciate it, and you know all the rest
of the ranchers do, too.
MR. ROBINSON: This is Bob Robinson. |
would like to put up ny hand. 1|'mon the phone.
CHAIR BANI'S: Hi, Bob. Perfect tinm ng.

The floor is yours.

MR. ROBINSON: | was just going to
comment on the Calico Early Man Site. 1|'ve never been
there. |1 don't know exactly what's involved with

restoring the property, but | would |like to express
desire that whoever the contractor is that they enpl oy
a culturally affiliated Native American nonitor to be
onsite for the ground-di sturbing activities there.

And | think that would be an inportant -- because

that's an absolutely significant and culturally
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significant area.

M5. SYMONS: | hear you, Bob. 1've
al so, the Morongo Band of M ssion Indians has al so
expressed a desire to be onsite during that work as
wel | .

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah, it's also in our
tribal area. That's why --

MR. BAGLEY: |I'mglad to see there's a
pl an for ongoing interpretive sites there, too. |
think it's a really significant cultural resource. So
l"mreally glad to hear that. | don't want it just to
be backfield and forgotten.

MR. ROBINSON: And another thing is, |
don't know what the triage or what that information
I's, but that information needs to be -- the tribes
maybe need sone i nput on what's included in that also.

M5. SYMONS: So are you vol unteering?

MR. ROBI NSON:  \What ?

M5. SYMONS: Are you volunteering?

MR. ROBINSON: Yes, | would be wlling
to do that, yeah.

M5. SYMONS: Ckay. Perfect.

MR. ROBI NSON: Anne Bryerty [ph] is
al ready involved, right?

M5. SYMONS: Yep, she sure is.
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MR. ROBI NSON:  Yeah.

M5. SYMONS: |'Il make sure to loop Jim
Shearer in on this, Bob. And he'll be reaching out.

MR. ROBI NSON: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Any ot her questions for
Katri na?

MR. M TCHELL: Not from ne. She does a
heck of a good | ob.

MR. BAGLEY: Thank you, Katri na.

CHAIR BANI'S: Congratul ations to Chris
Ot ahal and the bulls for their national recognition
fromthe national office. That was nice to see.
Andrew, your next guest?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Thank you Katri na
for that great report. W' re going to nove down to E
Centro and Ryan Chatterton.

MR. CHATTERTON: Thanks, Andrew.
Grateful for this opportunity to address all of you on
sone of the projects that we have going on. Like
Katrina had nentioned, | don't plan on touching too
much on the projects that are already within the
report that you received; however, happy to take any
guestions that you have on those projects that are
listed on that report.

| do just want to add a little bit on
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the Salton Sea Managenent Program that Andrew

di scussed earlier that EIl Centro Field Ofice is
taking the lead on. W do have a project that we are
currently in the inplenentation phase for. |It's the
Sal ton Sea Speci es Conservation Habitat Project.

This was habitat ponds as well as dust
and ot her suppression projects that were in the early
study phases as the Departnment of Water Resources and
the State of California were | ooking for ways to
approach sonme of the human health and safety issues
that are out there associated with the dust that needs
to be addressed as well as the shrinking habitat for a
nunber of species that are out there.

The Salt and Sea Speci es Conservation
Habitat Project covers 3,770 acres along the southern
edge of the Salton Sea, of which 480 acres are BLM
adm ni stered public lands. |In early 2021, in January,
the BLMissued its notice to proceed to the DWR for
the construction phases associated with this project.
And that will consist of three shall ow habitat pond
units, the devel opnent of associated water delivery
systens, and punp stations as well as intake diversion
gat eways and gravity-fed structures. That work is
currently ongoi ng out there.

Al so touched base a little bit on the
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Truckhaven geot hernmal | ease area earlier in our
neeting today. | do have just one further update on
that project. The proponent is tentatively schedul ed
to drill the first geothermal exploration wel
actually this com ng Septenber, so next nonth. So
sone progress there in nmoving forward with sonme of

t hat geot hermal exploration that is occurring out

t here.

| do want to talk just briefly on the
| rperial Sand Dunes and sonme of the great work that is
happeni ng out there and then al so address sone of the
visitation that we've seen.

So as noted, we did see an increase in
visitation over this |ast year. The nunbers support
showi ng that it was about a 20 percent increase wth
total visitation for the Inperial Sand Dunes recorded
at 1,122,937. So we haven't seen visitation nunbers
this | arge since our 2013 season.

And so with that increase, we also did
see an increase in our EMS and Search and Rescue
I ncidents out there. A total of 448 nedical and
rescue calls during the 2020/ 2021 off-hi ghway vehicle
season. That represented a 42 percent increase in
calls conpared to the previous season.

Of those calls, 198 were treated and
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released in the field; 62 were search and rescue
operations; 184 nedical transports with 94 going by
ground anbul ance to | ocal hospitals; and 90 by air
ambul ance to trauma centers. And unfortunately 4 were
fatal throughout the season.

So the increase in call volunme is a
direct correlation there to the increase in
visitation. As well certainly we are seeing new
visitors that have not been out to the Dunes
previously. [It's been a common thenme that |'ve heard
fromour | aw enforcenent officers that are out working
I n those areas that they may not even be aware of sone
of the sinple basic rules associated with keeping them
safe while they're out there recreating in those
ar eas.

We continue to partner with nmany
organi zations to hel p augnent our staffing, especially
during busy holiday event season. W have a
partnership with our BLM Al aska Fire Service where we
actually head up during our off season to provide
training to their Alaska Fire Crew. And in turn while
their fire season is running slow and we're down here
in the desert during our warnmer w nter nonths, they
cone down and hel p augnent our Search and Rescue staff

to provide sone of those energency services there.
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We also with Inperial County EMS, the
U.S. Border Patrol, their BORSTAR teans to help
augnent and provide those services. U S. Forest
Service, the Inperial County Sheriff's Ofice, and
then of course all of the air anbul ance services that
are in the area here.

We are doing sone hiring getting ready
for the upcom ng season, which you know is expected to
begin on October 15th, so not long after our next DAC
nmeeting there in the area. And then one last thing to
report out on and then I'Il take some questions if you
have them for ne.

We are working through the process of
doing a five-year inplenentation review for both our
Eastern San Di ego Resource Managenent Plan as well as
the I nperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area Managenent
Plan. During this five-year review, we wll be
evaluating the followi ng: |nplenenting, tracking, and
docunmenting the inplenmentation of the Land Use Pl an
deci sions; collecting data and information to
determne if the plan's desired outcones, those goals
and objectives, are being net; and to determ ne
whet her the Land Use Plan's decisions continue to be
correct and proper, the proper decision over tine.

So we're | ooking at having that review
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conpleted within this fiscal year 2021. Wth that,
"1l open it up to any questions that you have for ne.

CHAIR BANI'S: Dan, | see you've got
your hand raised first.

MR. TAYLOR: Like | said, I'ma one
trick pony, so guess what |I'm going to ask about. The
East Mesa Sol ar and the green hydrogen facility
proposal, it looks |like you haven't even gotten to the
NEPA part of it yet, but I would |ike to encourage
t hat when you do get to that, just include filmng in
it so that when that's done, or if it's approved, it's
open for filmng.

But | do have a staffing question. |
have seen sone filmpermts not get approved or denied
due to issues with the short staff being able to get
the work done in a tinely manner. And |'ve been told
that sone filmpermts are going to be |ike a 30-day
turn, which as you know in the filmindustry, that's
tant amount to saying, "W don't want you."

So is there anything, and this may be
an Andrew Archul eta questi on, what have you been doing
to try to fill those holes, which | knowis a big
chal l enge, to be able to bring the filmng back up to
a processing tinme that would be nore conducive to what

the filmindustry is able to do when they want to

Page 176

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o~ W N +—» O

shoot out at A ams or any of those other areas that
you have open for film ng?

MR. CHATTERTON: Appreciate that
gquestion, Dan. | wll take a stab at answering that.
Currently we've been working with our recreation staff
to hel p augnent and process these filmpermts.
Typically these are an action that is processed by our
| and staff, and we have actually put forward an
addi tional position for our office in this |ast year
t hat was approved.

And we are working on hiring that
position and are just waiting for a start date for
that person to cone on board and to hel p augnent. |
do see this as an opportunity to hel p advance and nove
potentially these filmpermts through the process a
bit faster and probably take on sone additional
wor kl oad associated with that. So certainly m ndful
of that need, and we have made sone noves to address
that and are working on bringing that additional
realty specialist now

MR. TAYLOR: That's great to hear
Thank you so nmuch, Ryan because | know the | ocal
community out there has really been hurt by COvVID
economcally. And the nore we're able to bring sone

filmcrews in there to stay in the hotels, eat in the
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restaurants, shop in their shops while they're out
there, the better it is for the |ocal community out
there. So I'mglad to hear there's novenent trying to
make that a little bit easier.

CHAIR BANI' S: Thanks, Dan. Jayne,
woul d you |ike the floor?

M5. POWELL: | would. So my question
I's about the Anerican Grl and the Padre Y Madre heap
| each sites and the exploratory drilling that is
reported for the SMP Gold Corp Exploratory Plan of
Operations. And | wanted to ask Ryan, are they doing
drilling through the |iners under those old heap | each
sites? |Is that what's going on?

MR. CHATTERTON: No, the focus of the
drilling is just the heap |each material itself. They
are interested in finding out if there is still a
resource there within those heap | each piles to mne

M5. POWELL: So they're not going all
the way to the liner that's under.

MR. CHATTERTON: Correct.

M5. POWELL: Ckay. And then on the
green hydrogen facility, so that is still in the
pl anning stage it |ooks |like quite a ways down the
road. |Is that correct?

MR. CHATTERTON: That is correct. W
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still have not accepted an application fromthe
proponent. We are working on providing them coments
on a plan of devel opnent that we receive. And so
still very early on in the stages there and working
towards what we call a second preapplication neeting
where we will be able to invite sone of the consulting
parties to provide coments on what they plan to
devel op out there.

M5. POWELL: OCkay. And |ast question,
on your staffing situation. So how nuch
i nterdependency is still going on between the Pal m
Springs and the EIl Centro Field Ofices in terns of
sharing |like a single resource? Are you guys trying
to fully staff El Centro?

MR. CHATTERTON: The goal has al ways
been to work towards fully staffing El Centro. W
have had an extended vacancy with an archeol ogi st
position for our office and have been | eaning on not
only the Palm Springs Field Ofice but have received
support from al nost every office that we have here in
the California Desert District to help support.

| am happy to report that we have a

start date for our archeol ogi st com ng on August 29th

If | remenber that date correct. So |ooking forward
to that. And with that that would fill our table of
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organi zation in terns of those core resource positions
to process these actions through.

MS. POWELL: That's good. Thank you

CHAIR BANI'S: Any other takers?

MR. STOVIN: Yeah, |I'd like to ask Ryan
a question.

CHAIR BANI'S: You got it.

MR. STOVIN:. Ryan, on the five-year
review for the East San Di ego County Pl an, would that
all ow any route designations?

MR. CHATTERTON: No, that would require
an additional planning effort in order to designate
any further routes associated with that. But
certainly we would be | ooking any inplenentation
deci sions that were associated with our current route
network to see if those decisions are still applicable
or if there is a need to nmake a note of that for
future planning efforts.

MR. STOVIN. Ckay. Thanks.

CHAIR BANI'S: My | ask, where are you
on the Vinagre Wash route planning resulting fromthe
Di ngel | Act?

MR. CHATTERTON: Sure, absolutely. So
in |late spring we did have an organi zation from one of

t he canps along the river, Walters Canp if | renmenber
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t he name correctly submt a nunber of routes that they
woul d |Ii ke the Bureau of Land Managenent to consi der
adding to the route network that is out there. So we
are in the early stages of taking a | ook at those

rout es.

There has not been a planning effort
initiated associated with it, however we continue to
wor k through the inplenentation of the Dingell Act
with assigning the routes that were congressionally
desi gnat ed associated that act as well as conpletion
of the cultural surveys that are required in that act
as well.

CHAIR BANIS: Terrific. |'mvery happy
to hear it's the folks fromWlters Canp you're
working with. G ad to hear that. Thank you. O her
questions? Andrew, should be throwit to M ke at
Needl es now?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah, let's nove up
north to Mke. Needles Field Ofice is geographically
one of the largest in the BLM So M ke, take it over.

MR. AHRENS: All right. Thank you very
much. Happy to be here again. So |I did actually want
to touch on sone of the itens that | had in ny witten
report because frankly things aren't static, and

t hey' ve al ready changed.
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We reported on the FAA Communi cati ons
site, which the FAA decided was no | onger needed and
wanted to close it up and relinquish their right-of-
way. So we've worked with themto, you know, properly
under st and what they need to do to restore the site,
renmovi ng, you know, foundations and sone of the other
gravel and recontouring of the site. And we've
conpl eted the NEPA analysis on that and so they're
fully authorized nowto do that. And that site should
get restored and put away here in the very near
future.

Also want to touch just a little bit on
the Castle Mountain mne. | don't knowif we
i ndi cated in our report or not, they do anticipate an
expansi on proposal |ikely next year. And so in the
process of getting ready for that proposal they're
| ooki ng at exploring for water sources frankly because
t hey know the new proposal will require nore water.
And so we're working with themright now, test wells,
both on the mne site and another actually on private
land in Nipton. So that's progressing well, and we
think that will be wapped up and they're hoping to be
novi ng on those wells this Septenber.

And then maybe it's redundant,

everybody m ght already know this, but we're really
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proud that the portion of Route 66 between Needl es and
Barstow was recently designated as a Nati onal Scenic
Byway. Really excited about that. [It's already
starting to bring sonme good news to the area.

The Barstow office is actually going to
be doing a celebration within their DDC, the Desert
Di scovery Center as part of the nmonunment is working
with that. So that | think is happeni ng Novenber 6th,
| believe | got the date right. Pending still COvVID
restrictions and what have you so stay tuned for that.
You'll all be getting invitations to that as it's
goi ng al ong there.

And then | |earned just yesterday that
California Historic Route 66 Association was worKking
with the private property owners at the Roadrunner
Retreat along Route 66 to gain a National Park Service
grant to do sone restoration and revitalization of
that site. And they were awarded that grant, or
| earned they were going to be awarded it yesterday.

So that grant will let themstart the
pl anning for that restoration and rehabilitation of
the site. One of their first goals is actually to
rebui | d that Roadrunner Retreat neon sign that if
you' ve been on Route 66 in that area you've seen.

It's one of the favorite photo stops for tourists
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al ong Route 66. So real excited about that.

Al so Amboy Trail was recently
desi gnated as a National Recreation Trail. Again
super proud of that. W had actually done a trail
reroute there as well trying to take some of the
st eepness out of the last bit of that hike up onto the
rim And it was about a 40 percent incline on that
trail, and we've got it stretched out and brought it
down to about a nore reasonable 12 percent incline.

So that's going really well

Amboy |i ke everywhere else is getting a
| ot of use this year | think both because of COVID and
peopl e | ooking for other things that they can do
out side and al so because it's a nonunent and nore
peopl e are thinking about it. W also were the
benefactors of a couple of Los Angeles Tines articles
I dentifying the Anboy Trail as one of the top, | think
It was Top 50 Trails in California. So it drove our
use up a bunch there as well.

Along with that use which is great has
cone ot her associated inpacts, off-road parking,
driving, things like that. So we're working to try to
harden that a little bit nmore and position ourselves
to better protect the site and manage that.

And we're al so working on a concept
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design right now which we'll keep you informed as we
nove al ong, but to actually add sone additional trails
in the area just to use sonme nore. So pretty excited
about how all of that is going.

And then as you nay be aware there's a
new enphasis on the planning for the Myjave Trails
Nati onal Monument. We're starting to again in the
real prelimnary pre-plan kind of phase, but |ining up
sone budget and sonme | DT, Interdisciplinary Team and
Staffing and working on a conmuni cation plan to help
us work both internally because there's three or four
offices actually involved in this planning effort.

And then of course the external
communi cations as well. So hard at work on that.
You'll see sonme novenent on that before the end of the
year |'msure. W actually are tal king about
potentially doing sonme webinars to actually bring the
public together, talk about different aspects of the
pl an and get early feedback even before we start with
the alternative and formal scoping even. So stay
tuned for that.

And then of course finally we're very
hopeful that the Advisory Council wll establish a
subgroup. One was called for in the proclamtion and

we | ook forward to working with you all on that |evel.

Page 185

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

And | guess that's probably where | want to stop for
now. So if there's questions, |I'mvery avail able.

CHAIR BANI'S: \Who's up first? Dan?

MR. TAYLOR: Billy, you can go ahead
first. 1've got to gather ny thoughts real quick.

MR. M TCHELL: | have that trouble all
the tinme. Yeah Mke, what's the status on the corrals
we're going to get put back? Were are we at on that?

MR. AHRENS: Yeah there's been a bit of
a lull run as you probably know. W got pretty
di stracted during the 2020, his other businesses,
struggling with those. And then as you know we | ost
Jenna, our Range Managenent Specialist right about the
sane tinme Lindsey |left Barstow.

So the vacancies are hard to overcone.
So we've bought a | ot of those materials. W' ve done
nost of the planning. There's a few details about how
to nove water up to the site that we're working with
Ron on. And hope to get back into that in nore depth
here really soon. Certainly once we replace Jenna
whi ch we're working on right now. That announcenent
will be going out in just a couple weeks. So making

good progress there.

MR. M TCHELL: Well that's good. |'m
glad you're putting them back together. It's taken a
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|l ong tinme on that one, too.

MR. AHRENS: It has. It has.

MR. M TCHELL: Thanks, M ke.

MR. AHRENS: Yep.

CHAIR BANI'S: You got it, Dan.

MR. TAYLOR: The I|vanpah Sol ar Ener gy
Grant and Hardshi p Request, | just wish filmng was
added in that because | had a nunber of requests to
shoot there, but because the EA wasn't done for
filmng there, they couldn't help out that program
But | do have a question about what you're going to be
doing with the |Ivanpah W ndsailing Recreation
Managenment, the SRVMA. Can you tell ne a little bit
nore about that? That's on the |vanpah dry | ake,
right?

MR. AHRENS: Correct. That's correct.
Yeah and so essentially we're |ooking at a recreation
activity plan. W'd like to alter the primary access
to get nore of the vehicles off of the | akebed and
give thema nore substantial road there. W need to
secure sone of the perineter in particular over by
Yates Wel | Road.

We have a regul ar probl em where when
the 15 Freeway backs up whether that be going north or

sout h, people will be peeling off the freeway and
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racing across the dry |ake as a shortcut. And of
course again vehicles are prohibited on the | akebed
because we're trying to protect it for the surface
there for the |and sailors.

And then we actually want to formally
desi gnate sone staging areas and kind of canping areas
and what have you. And we want to | ook at filmfor
t he | vanpah Recreation Area.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah well it is a
requested area every once in a while asking about the
| akebed. But | do agree that we've got to try and
figure out how to keep sone of the vehicles off of
that to protect it because you know it is a perfect
area for that windsailing. It's got the right w nd
patterns and it just seens to work really well. So
l"mall for trying to make that work.

The Anboy Trail reroute, the |ast I
spoke with your office about this, | was told the only
pl ace open for filmng is the parking lot. Now that
was 10 or 15 years ago, and | haven't had a request
since because the industry has just assuned that Anboy
Crater is not really open for filmng. That reroute,
Is there any way where at | east they can filmon that
trail or be able to add in a stipulation that that's

open besides the parking |ot? Because the parking | ot
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is really not the place they want to film

MR. AHRENS: |'mnot entirely sure
that's actually true. Maybe |I'd have to go back and
| ook, but | think actually we've authorized sonme snmall
filmprojects you know away fromthe parking |ot out
into the lava flow and what have you. O course
there's no vehicle use out beyond the parking |ot.
And the previous environnental work, which is alittle
old, didn't specifically include filmso we have to do
some work up front for whatever the project is. But
especially for the smaller kind of filmthings,
there's no reason that we couldn't consider that.

MR. TAYLOR: Ckay. Great. Thank you.
"Il try and make sure the industry understands that
it's alittle nore flexible than what | was inforned
in the past. And I'mglad to hear that it's probably
not as accurate as | thought it would be. So thank
you very mnuch.

MR. AHRENS: You're wel cone.

CHAIR BANI'S: Dick, you're up. Good to
see you again.

MR. HOLLI DAY: | just had one question
about, | was reading your thing about the Ivanpah
Sol ar Hardshi p Request. What was their hardship?

MR. AHRENS: So they talked a little

Page 189

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N R
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

bit about it this norning. | think mybe Andrew did.

| forget who exactly. It was Geg. There was a
previous or actually current regulations that sets the
rents for the solar plants and what have you. They're
based on this price index of rural |ands and what have
you. That's updated every five years.

San Bernardi no County in particular,
the rates, when they went | think it was a couple
hundred percent increase in rental value. So they
weren't prepared for that when that change occurred.

Al so we've had some changes in the way we charge for
megawatt capacities. And the plant isn't necessarily
produci ng absolutely at what they hoped they woul d do.
And | think there was actually a problemw th the
power purchase agreenment. So all of those things |ed
themto request a hardship.

MR. HOLLI DAY: Yeah |'m sure they
haven't been making as nuch as they thought they
woul d.  Thank you.

MR. AHRENS: You're wel cone.

CHAIR BANI'S: O her questions for M ke?
Just congratul ations on the National Recreation Trai
Status for Anboy Crater. | just want fol ks to know,
you know out of the 20,000 ml|es of designated roads,

trails, horse trails, bike trails, you nane it,
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there's only two National Recreation Trails in the
California Desert. So very interesting. | think many
of us feel there's a lot nore that could qualify, but
good work on that.

MR. AHRENS: Thank you very nuch.

CHAIR BANI'S: Let's see. Andrew, would
you |like to introduce your newest Field Manager over
there in Palm Springs area?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You bet. Thank you
M ke for all of that information. NMove over to Palm
Springs South Coast. And Tim G|l oon, our newest
Field Manager cane to us from Col orado and the Forest
Service. We won't hold that against him He's doing
a great job so far and on a fast learning curve. So
turn it over to you, Tim

MR. G LLOON: Thank you, Andrew. |
appreciate it. And yeah, it's the old phrase
"drinking froma firehose" certainly applies here in
the desert and this particular Field Ofice. Randy I
t hi nk what we should do is based on your reference for
giving Field Managers a hard tinme, we can go ahead and
see about having this added to the Sears School
Curriculum and see if people can handle it out in the
m ddl e of the desert if anybody gets that reference.

VWat I'd like to do is, |I'mnot going
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to be as read-in as M ke and Ryan and Katrina are on
the details of many of the projects. So I wll take
this time primarily to cover a couple of gaps that
were not listed in our report. And going through,
just with the volune of work that we have on the Pal m
Springs South Coast docket, | may want to try and
provide nore materials and details separate to the
report upon request just because we've got a | arge

vol unme of work as you know.

And again on the intro part of it, just
to let you know a little bit about nme. | laid out ny
| eadership principals to ny staff, and that is
transparency, teammrk, and ownership. And everything
we do kind of falls under there.

And that transparency | see is part
communi cation, both internally and externally. So as
we continue to work and devel op these rel ationships |
do intend to nmake our workl oad and our projects as
transparent as possible. O course, you know,
standard | aws and regul ati ons apply for various things
that have to be confidential or internal deliberation
type stuff. But | do want to enphasize | wll be
transparent with anybody who has further questions on
what we're doing and certain projects.

Currently Jayne al so vacancy bug has

Page 192

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o~ W N +—» O

struck the Palm Springs South Coast because we're

| ooki ng at about 25 percent for our 45 positions. And
unfortunately a couple of them are key | eadership
positions over the |ast couple of nonths, and that's
two Assistant Field Managers and one of ny | aw

enf orcenent supervisory positions. So that presents
sone conmmuni cati on managenent chall enges over the | ast
couple of months. And like | said |I've been here for
a short while, but we're just trying to plug the gaps.

VWhen we bring on a coupl e peopl e and
try to fill those, that's going to inprove our
communi cations internally and externally. And so with
that I1'"malso taking a chance to reset with our
overall strategy and partnerships with everybody in
ternms of our priorities.

So | et ne go ahead and cover sone of
the things. So in the DAC report you can see various
projects. We didn't get through all of the program
areas. |'Ill probably revisit how we present the
vari ous projects and what we have goi ng on, but
there's 14 major right-of-way projects listed in that
DAC report. We've got five projects in the Land Use
Reports, five for Natural Cultural Resource, two for
Monunment Pl anning, and then a whol e host of other

t hi ngs.
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Just a note there, there's 18 EAs t hat

are on our docket in various stages and that covers

a

| ot of things for comrunity projects, transportation,

wat er systens, restoration. You nane it, it's on
there. So there's a lot of stuff that's just not
i ncluded. But I'mgoing to hit on a couple of

hi ghlights that | think are worth nmentioning.

One of those is going to be in the

report they do nention the agents of discovery. | do

want to call that one out specifically. And then
sonet hing new that came up just this |ast week that
we're trying to solidify plans for sonme fol ks m ght

feel if you're in the Coachella Valley area. The

Capitol Christmas tree this year is com ng out of the

Six Rivers National Forest in Northern California.
And it is planning on making a stop
here in the Coachella Valley at the Santa Rosa San
Joci nta Mountains National Mnunent Visitors Center.
And that should be estimted for the norning of
Novenber 7th. So this is early stages. W haven't

even gotten the planning guide, so there's going to

be

a lot of logistics for that event we have to consi der.

But sone good news there and of course and a fornmer
Forest Service guy, | like that as well.

Agai n as you know the main focus for
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I's renewabl e energy projects. So again we've got a
majority of that is supporting the current

adm ni stration goals, and we've got solar and w nd.
Plenty in operation, plenty under construction, and
there's going to be nore that are going to be com ng
i n.

O note that's not included in the
report, | nmean there's details about Arica and Victory
Pass and Oberon, but just yesterday the press rel ease
came out fromthe Departnment of Interior level letting
you know that we've released a draft EA for two of
t hose projects and we shoul d be rel easi ng anot her one
here shortly for Oberon. And again the big chall enge
is how do we bal ance this workload with all of the
ot her stuff that we have spanning fromthe entire
state of California?

One thing 1'd like to highlight is the
VWit ewat er Ri ver Conprehensive River Mnagenent Pl an.
So that based on the Dingell Act designation as a wild
and scenic river. W are not the |ead planning
agency, but we are providing personnel as part of the
| D team Forest Service. San Bernardi no National
Forest is going to be | eading that.

And right now they were slated starting

next weekend to go up and start doing sone data

Page 195

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N T T R N
o A W N P O © 0O N O 0o A W N +— O

collection for record use, but we were able to
convince and talk to the contractor doing that. This
isn't a peak use tinme in our areas for that, so
they're going to be noving that to about October or
Novenber tinmeframe. | just got a notice that | was
havi ng unstabl e connection, so bear with nme if ny
vi deo or audio cuts out.

l'"d like to cover the Sand to Snow
Nati onal Monunment Planning Effort. This one also with
al so San Bernardino National Forest and the Forest
Service. W are the lead on this particul ar project,
so we've submtted a draft preparation plan. W've
i dentified our |IDT nmenbers both on the BLM and the
Forest Service side. W're working through that. And
right now we're at the stage where we need to start
devel opi ng that statenent of work. So once FY '22
conmes around, we anticipate getting sone funding to be
able to buy towards that and we'll start the planning
efforts at that tinme in nore detail.

The grant program | won't say a | ot
about this because Dana covered a ot of it in really
good efforts there. And the signage piece and the

patrolling that our folks are out there doing to

utilize those funds to the ground. | do want to call
out, for FY "21 -- virtual connectivity disruption --
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enphasi zi ng that we've | everaged funds and we've

I ncreased that | everage from at least in our office,
from-- bringing in for every dollar that we kick, the
state has kicked in five. So that's pretty good

t here.

And then also the work that our staff
is doing to help benefit the Park Service, our sister
agency wth the Joshua Tree, that new Yamaha grant.

So pretty good work that they're doing there as well.

And then working with our |aw
enf orcenent agencies, you know they're working with
over 20 different agencies on the federal side, county
side, and | ocal nunicipal police. They're doing a |ot
of good work there and we're al so sendi ng out sone of
our |law enforcenment agents to help out with these
ot her projects like the canp project for the marijuana
pi ece. And they're also hel ping other rec prograns
focusing on Sky Valley and doing sonme cleanup in
dunpi ng.

| think nmy notes for Steele Valley were
In the nature of 43 tons that they hel ped identify
that need to get cleaned out of there along with 250
tires. So it speaks to that challenge that we have as
seeing the BLMIland as illegal dunping grounds. So

we're going to try and see what we can do to address
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t hat .

| would like to point out we -- virtual
connectivity disruption -- current staffing changes as
wel |l as you can see that supervisor one. So | have
all of two |aw enforcenent agents that | can rely on
now to cover the entire area. Many thanks to the
other Field Ofices who are also chipping in a couple
of -- there's three other |aw enforcenment officers
that are hel ping out sort of additional hours and cone
to our area and help out if needed. So sone of those
chal | enges we're working through.

That is it in a nutshell for what |'ve
got. So let ne field sone questions.

CHAIR BANIS: Ww. All those hands,
where did they all go? You nust have answered
everybody's question. Let's start with Dan Tayl or and
see what you've got for Timhere. The floor is yours.

MR. TAYLOR: Timl'mso glad you're
here. | look forward to having a neeting with you and
talking to you and getting to know you better. You
know that's the one thing that | |ike about the in-
person neetings is that we have a chance to be able to
get to know all of you better than through this kind
of format. So |I'mlooking forward to Oct ober that

we're going to be able to see each other.
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In the neantine | just wanted to nake
sure that you understand what | was talking to all of
the other Field Managers. Try to think of filmng
when you're doing your EAs and just sinply throw it in
while you're doing it. Because filmng is so nmuch
| ess inpact than building a solar plant or wi nd farns.
But | do have a questi on.

|"mnot sure if you're aware of this
since you're new, maybe this is sonmething you'll have
to get back to ne later on, sonme of the agreenents for
t he energy conpanies with the current wind farnms, sone
of themwould require a BLM permt. Oher ones, based
on how the agreenent was nade with BLM does not need a
BLM permit to be able to filmin those areas. They
woul d get a county permt instead.

Is there a way that when you're
renewi ng these agreenents to be able to lean it either
toward the not needing a BLM permt or if your
staffing is able to inmprove -- by the way Veronica
Her nandez is wonderful. She's probably one of the
best staff persons you have in that area because she
gets filmng and understands how to nake it work --
can we meke that a little bit easier for the film
crews when they do cone in?

Because the wind farns are al ways asked
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for, and right now the only tinme they can filmthere
is when they go to the few snall areas that have
turbines that are in a section within an agreenent
where they don't need a BLMpermt to be able to go to
that area. | mght be asking a question that m ght be
sonething you'll have to get back to nme |ater, but
that's my question.

MR. G LLOON: So unfortunately half of
what cane through for you was broken and di stort ed.
apol ogize. | think |I got the gist of it is | do want
to speak to, |I heard you on the consider filmng in
ot her projects and we can certainly add that into the
docket, absolutely, nmultiple venues. 1'll factor in
as nuch as | possibly can. It just nmkes our projects
t hat nuch better

Il will have to get back to you on the
permt aspect. That part was extrenely garbl ed, but
I f 1" munderstandi ng, you' re asking to nake sure -- is
there a way with our renewals to expand those areas
and current -- virtual connectivity disruption --
allow that to go quicker and get nore areas. M uncle
Is a retired menber of Local 1 Stagehand out in New
York. And so | definitely -- the industry there. |'m
sure he's going to be picking ny brain to talk to you

at sone point, too.
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MR. TAYLOR:
out side the neeting because |
too much time, but I
and tal k and see what |

MR. G LLOON:

CHAI R BANI S:
Tin? \Who's next? Billy?

MR. M TCHELL.:
active |l eases or allotnents i

MR. Gl LLOON:
off to see if that

MR. M TCHELL.:
didn't want to talk to ne.

MR. Gl LLOON:

MR. M TCHELL:

MR. G LLOON

Absol ut el y.

Let's do this

don't want to take up

definitely would like to sit down

can do to help out.

Ckay.

Any ot her questions for
Yeah. Do you have any
n your area?

| just turned ny video

I nproves mny audi o connecti on.

Ch | thought you just
Sorry about that.
Did you hear?

Yeah, active all otnents.

| amcurrently not tracking any allotnments in our

area. So | wll
MR. M TCHELL:
did they ever get all
Canyon?
MR. G LLOON:
| ook into that as well.
MR. M TCHELL.:

It. Thank you, sir.

confirmthat.

Okay. The next thing,

t hose cattl e out of Whitewater

| do not know. I will

Al right. | appreciate
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: Not all of them
Billy, but nade a pretty good effort. W're still
wor king on it though.

MR. M TCHELL: Oh | thought they were
going to put it up for bid naybe at one point if your
BLM hand is doing it.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You know | don't
know exactly how they did it. | know just about eight
nont hs ago they did round up a bunch. | don't know
how it was done.

MR. M TCHELL: | heard there wasn't all
of them out of there. | was just curious.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah there's still
sone.

MR. M TCHELL: Are the Indians claimng
t hent?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: They're not
claimng them Nobody is claimng them

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah | had two get over
t here years ago where the old Bar O was before those
guys sold out. But yeah m ne have been branded and
stuff. Yeah | was just wondering whether they were
all out of there or what they were going to do with
it.

MR. G LLOON:. Well if we get any new
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ones we'll go ahead and neke sure we have a good | unch
meal nenu planned for our Cctober neeting.

MR. M TCHELL: Okay. Thank you very
much.

CHAI R BANI'S: Anyone next? Jayne, hi.
You're on. You take it next. You're driving. |
think you're on nute, Jayne.

M5. POWELL: Sorry about that.

CHAIR BANI'S: Ckay. There you go.

M5. POWELL: On the CVWD Environnent al
| npact Statenent, is that for continuation of the use
of the recharge facilities, or is that for additional
recharge facilities in the VWitewater wash?

MR. G LLOON: So for the CVWD right- of -
way grant, that is going to be for continued use of
the lands. And |I'mnot sure what -- it's got a new
ri ght-of-way grant, so I'mnot 100 percent sure. |
haven't | ooked at the project map. | can get back to
you. | do know that no new construction is proposed
as part of that new right-of-way grant. That's all
the information | have at this time. | can get back
to you on that, though.

M5. POWELL: Ckay. | would appreciate
It. Thank you. That's all of my questions.

CHAIR BANIS: All right. The floor is
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open. More questions for Tin? W're holding back the
good ones. Okay. Tim thank you. It's a pleasure to
have you here at the first DAC neeting, and we | ook
forward to having you on the hot seat at the next one,
too down closer to you next tine.

MR. G LLOON: Absolutely. [I'm]looking
forward to it. Thank you very nuch.

CHAIR BANI'S: You bet. Andrew, you
have anot her star.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yep. W' re going
to bump down to Ridgecrest, but | just want everybody
to know that at 3:15 we will cut it off right there so
we can open the neeting up for public coment. And
then we'll return after that back to wherever we are
on the agenda. So Carl Synons for Ridgecrest.

MR. SYMONS: Good afternoon. So |
guess | got to talk until 3:15 so no questions, right?
| won't go over the stuff like the others in the
report, but I'Il just give you sone highlights in the
areas that were in the report.

One of the areas is in archeol ogy that
we're trying to work through several NAGPRA cases. A
couple up north and a couple down here on the southern
hal f. W have assistance from both the Barstow and

t he Bakersfield Field Ofice due to the fact that ny
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archeol ogi st retired as you can see there at the end
of the year. So they're helping and giving ne sonme
assistance to try to get those resol ved.

In grazing, we've got sone busy little
things going on. W did relinquish nost of the Rudnik
Common Al lotnent, or it was relinquished to us. And
as you heard Greg tal k about the Durability Agreenent,
we are working with Cal Fish and Wldlife on the
Durability Agreenment for that area with the 8m nute
Energy and using that for mtigation for numerous
projects, all of which are on private | and. None of
the projects are actually on BLMwith the exception of
one Gen tie line that ties into over in the Jawbone
ar ea.

The Kel so Peak allotnent, we're trying
to get that renewed. It used to be conbined with a
Wool stal f permt, but we split it. And so Bakersfield
took the Wbolstalf, and we got the Kel so Peak. So
we're trying to get that NEPA through and get it back
out. We didn't have any sheep turn out this year. It
seened |ike the last five years we've had severa
years where it's just been too dry and there hasn't
been enough sheep because it isn't a critical habitat,
so there has a m ni mum of them out there.

Even with the Rudni k Conmon Al | ot nent
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relinqui shnment, at Ridgecrest we still have

approxi mately 900,000 acres and 33 allotnments, so we
do have a fairly active grazing position. Last Friday
was that person's |ast day, got a job at wild horse
and burro program which they really wanted. So very
happy for them

Lands and realty. A lot of different
ri ght-of-ways and interesting one is Cam no Sol ar
Project. W did get that project approved. Right now
what we're doing is going through all of their reports
and plans that they have to submt before they can get
a notice to proceed, so that's kind of where we're
doi ng nost of that review.

One interesting one you mght find is
we are issuing a right-of-way to China Lake for
basically the Navy. |It's their approach at air space
to NAWS, and they don't want us to prohibit us
bui | di ng anything over 75 feet. So basically they
don't want to do anything on the ground, but they
don't want to interfere with their pass. So we're
working with San Di ego on that one.

M nerals real quick. W do have
besi des the ones that are on here, we have three small
pl an of operations, a CDM -- Canyon, Joker's WId in

Frenont - Kranmer, and Gold Di scovery G oup. Also there
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Sydney Peak -- expansion, that's about a 40 acre
expansi on of the program Then Red River Creek on --
Lake. That one is a 25-acre site that's kind of on
hold. They want to proceed with it, they're just
trying to wap up sone | oose ends.

Al so Rascal is lithiumin Panam nt

Valley is a drilling project for lithium And then
Searles Valley -- we're working with that. W're
trying to fill that geologist position. Right now the

state office is helping us with inspections. And then
we're doing the Rand Mountain cleanup. W're starting
on the third site to get that done. The district
office, Sterling Wiite, is |eading up that and has
been a real help with all that. It's basically
reduci ng the arsenic exposure that's on there.

And then for the recreational stuff,
|"d like to give a shout out to the Friends of
Jawbone. We tal k about our grants that we get every
year. Friends of Jawbone gets a significant anount
and just nultiples what we can do. And not only that
but during this whole COVID thing they've managed to
keep functioning and keep putting stuff through so
that the areas are kept clean, they're kept
mai nt ai ned, the routes are still nmarked and everything

so that the increase that we're seeing due to the
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pandem c, the people using the public Iands, that the
area that they have been hel ping mai ntain has been an
outstanding job. And | want to thank Randy and his
group for doing that. They've really been a lifesaver
during this pandemc to do that literally.

We're doing two wild scenic river
pl ans: One for Cottonwood Creek and one for Surprise
Canyon. The Forest Service is the |ead on Cottonwood
Creek and the Park Service is the |ead on Surprise
Canyon. The scoping period cl osed yesterday for
Cottonwood Creek. W haven't gotten that far yet on
Sur pri se Canyon.

Then on the wild horse and burro front.
Besi des the data that was in the report, we -- staff
in the -- Ofice and the -- Ofice have been working
very hard and it | ooks |like we've got lined up to do
an energency gather of 250 -- off of the Navy base.
The horses are -- there's a nunber of themthat are in
bad shape of course with the drought. The water is
limted, and the limted sources they'|l| gather
around, and they'll eat the forage and then they don't
have enough food. They won't stray very far because
there's no water, so it causes a | ot of problens.

And it's not just us. | know that El

Centro and Needl es are both experiencing problens with
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burros and trying to get out there, too. | think M ke
I's going to haul water and feed to try to help out
until we can do sonething about that. So these years
of droughts are really tough on the horses and burros
and require a lot of extra effort to try to get them

t hrough the drought and healthy for when the rains
cone agai n.

Wlildlife. W did have a field trip
with US Fish and Wldlife Service. W're trying to
get an agreenent with -- a consultation with them on
Randsburg Wash Road. When they expanded the open
area, there's now open area on both sides of Randsburg
Wash Road which is withdrawn for the Navy. W have
two places we can cross right now. W' ve asked for
one nore, but we're trying to get sone consultation to
under stand how we're going to do the -- desert
tortoise on that road along with the Navy.

Also we took a trip and | ooked at
California Inyo Towhee habitat and what we can do to
try and help to see what things that we can do to try
to assist in their delisting efforts for that. And
"Il leave it there. That |eaves a few m nutes for
guesti ons.

CHAIR BANIS: Andrew, it's 3:15. And |

heard your suggesti on before about tenporarily
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suspendi ng our progress and noving into public
comment. That mght the only time certain thing that
would really be helpful. | have not run the online
public coment before, so |I'mnot sure. Maybe you

fol ks should take it fromhere with respect to

moni toring those attendees fromthe public and hel ping
nme get themon the |ine.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: No problem M.
Banis. Matthew and | are prepared to do that.

CHAIR BANI'S: Oh awesone. Well wth
that, is there any objection, folks? | know that it
says break here, but | hope -- one last chance to
obj ect before we nove into a public comment period.

MR. BAGLEY: No, let's stay on schedul e
with that. [It's published in case people are standi ng
by.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: We'll cone back,
wrap up with questions for Carl and the rest of the
agenda at 4:00.

CHAIR BANI'S: Perfect. WelIl then happy
to take public coment and any assi stance you can
provide in getting folks on the Iine. Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: So if any nenbers
of the public would Iike to address the DAC at this

time, we ask that you raise your hand. And I wll be
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calling on you in the order in which you put up your

hand or doing ny best attenpt to do exactly that. So
if you have a question at this tinme or would like to

address the DAC, please raise your hand.

MR G BBS: And we will put up a tiner
for three m nutes so you know how much tinme you have
left.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you for
that, Matthew.

MR. G BBS: And ny apologies. | had
di sabl ed the "rai se hand" feature for the public, but
it is now enabled. So if you were | ooking for that
before, it should appear on your bottom row of buttons
if you're on the attendee side of things. And it
| ooks |i ke we have a coupl e of hands raised.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you for

t hat, yes.

CHAIR BANI'S: Good. Here they are.

MS. VAN DER LINDEN: Let's go with
Li sbet first, and Tauria you'll be on deck to go next.
Thank you.

MR. G BBS: Al right. Lisbet, you can
now unnute your nic.

M5. THORESEN. Okay. Can you hear ne
now?
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MR. G BBS:. W can hear you.

M5. THORESON: Thank you so nuch. M
name i s Lisbet Thoreson. |'m Public Lands
Representative for the San D ego M neral and Gens
Soci ety, and |'m speaki ng on behalf of nyself and six
ot her nmenbers of Southern California Mneral Societies
who are all hobby collecting advocates. And |I'd |ike
to start by saying how pleased we are all to see
resunption of the DAC neetings.

And I'd like to say thank you for your
wor k and thank you to all the BLM staff for the
terrific presentations today. Thank you especially to
Any Fesnock for her excellent presentation on the
desert tortoises. | really appreciate Jim Bagley's
remar ks about protecting the unpatented m ning clains.

l'"d like to draw attention of the
council to a letter for inclusion in the neeting
record that | e-nmailed to Mchelle Van Der Linden
yesterday. | apologize for not getting it to you
sooner. It provides the context for remarks, but
because it's longer than the tinme is allow ng for
here, 1'mgoing to narrow the scope of ny comments
now. | have two comments related to the DRECP
I npl enentation and one very short comment about the

Moj ave Trails subgroup.
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So the first coment/question rel ates
to the reconciliation of the West Mpj ave Route Network
Project and the DRECP. A lot of rockhounds
contributed a | ot of input on these two gargantuan
| ong-term projects. And back in 2019 rockhounds
understood that a reconciliation between these two big
projects would be needed to resolve conflicts and
over |l aps between them and new maps woul d be produced
for visitors to public |ands.

So it's a practical matter for those of
us who would like to visit -- areas in the desert and
have been a little bit frustrated with what we've
encountered in recent nonths, the tinme to find out
what is accessible is not when we encounter new
physi cal barriers once we're out in the desert. The
ol d PDF maps are useless, and so our question is,
where can rockhounds obtain current and intelligible
maps that reflect this reconciliation of those two
projects? If you want ne to pause for a response, or
shall | continue with nmy second questi on/ comment ?

CHAIR BANI'S: Keep going. It's your
tinme.

M5. THORESON: Okay. Second
comment/ question, it relates to the status of the

DRECP accommodati ons for hobby collecting. Wen the
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DRECP record of decision was approved in Septenber
2016, the DREC Program Manager Vicki Canpbell
specifically advised rockhounds during a conference
call that that record of decision reflected
significant accommodati ons to rockhounds based on
their numerous comment letters. She told us that the
devel opnent focus areas were renoved and redrawn where
adj acenci es or overlaps created potential conflicts.
Rockhounds benefitted at the expense of renewabl e
ener gy.

Now it appears to us that this may be a
little bit in doubt because back in January of 2013,
the BLM rel eased a news rel ease announci ng a proposal

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Lisbet, you've
reached the three-mnute mark. |If we do have
additional tine at the end of the public comrent
period, you can cone back and conplete that. And for
t he menbers of the DAC, she did submt her comments in
witing, and | have provided those to the court
reporter, and they will be included in the record.
Next we have, and |'m probably going to butcher this
name, Tauria Linal a.

MR. G BBS: All right. Tauria, you

shoul d be able to unnute.
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MS. LI NALA: Yes, thank you so nuch.
Appreciate it. Geat job everybody. This is the
first time | attended the Desert Advisory Council. |1
aminpressed by all the level of cooperation and
appreci ated seeing the transparency fromall the
different parts of the agency and | earning nore about
your work

I live in San Luis Obispo, California,
and ny nane is Tauria Linala. And | just wanted to
congratul ate you and thank you for this effort. |
appreci ate environnmental concerns and enjoy hiking. |
al so enjoy off-road riding but not the super racy
kind. | like to just drive on a back road. So your
work is real inportant, real vital. | want to give ny
greetings and congratul ate you on your efforts and
| ook forward to nore. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI' S: Thanks for attending the
nmeeting today, Tauria. | hope we get to see you in
person at a future neeting.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you. Steve
Shaw i s next for public coment.

MR. SHAW Yes, |I'm Steve Shaw. And ny
comments have to do with the needs of the prairie
falcons in the Mjave Desert. And |I'ma nultiuser of

the desert. | hike, | bike, | ride. | use ny OHV to
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explore. | hunt, and | really enjoy exploring the
desert. | support public use, and |I do not want to
see too many restrictions on use if they can be
avoi ded. And they can with educati on.

My issue has to do with the needs of
the prairie falcon in this area. | ama naster
fal coner, part of the Prairie Fal con Conservancy, a
non-profit of the Pacific Coast Conservation Alliance.
| am the conservation chair of the California Hawki ng
Club. I'minvolved with Transition Habitat
Conservancy and with the Myjave Desert Land Trust.

| would like to put on the radar of the
Desert Advisory Council the issues of the needs of the
prairie falcon. They are not endangered yet; however,
their nesting needs are not being addressed with the
expanded use of our desert. Solar projects, increased
OHV use, and recreational shooting are all affecting
the prairie falcon. It is necessary to consider these
| ssues sooner than |ater.

Most inportant are the needs of their
nesting irays. [ph] These raptors can adapt to --
energy and recreational use of their foraging habitat,
but their nesting periods and -- are in a place that
I s not adaptable because it doesn't change. These --

need nore attention as the foraging areas are
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affected. Raptor and marked irays are being affected
by a new agent. -- and has equi pnent and -- all ow
i ncreased expansion into -- nesting areas.

The issue is the OHV and public use are
| mpi ngi ng upon the nesting of prairie falcons on
public | ands and on adj acent non-protected private
| ands with no owners around. The OHV users are riding
upon buttes with nesting areas, and they are
unregul ated. Users are being led to BLMroutes on BLM
routes to private lands with -- and there is no
i ntervention. Recreational shooters seemto |ike
buttes with nesting raptors and don't know that the
raptors are there. The raptors look |Iike pigeons. --
and that affects their nesting.

The Mjave Desert Land Trust is
initiating a -- project and newy funded program - -

M5. VAN DER LINDEN: M. Shaw, you have
reached the end of your tinme. |If we do have
additional tine at the end and you would |i ke a second
period, you can request that by raising your hand.

For the nmonent Jora Fogg is next for public comrent.

MS. FOGG. Hi, my nane is Jora Fogg.
|"mthe Policy Director for Friends of the Inyo.

Thank you to the DAC nenbers. This has been a | ong

day. | look forward to seeing everybody in person.
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Al | -day Zoom neeti ngs are tough.

| just wanted to briefly ask about the
Field Manager reports and see if it's possible for the
public to get those reports prior to the neetings. |
know in the past we have had hard copi es avail abl e.
And you know we're able to | ook over those before the
reports are given. You know, for time purposes the
Field Managers weren't able to cover everything in the
reports, but it would be really good for the public to
comment on sone of the things that are in these
reports. And if we don't tine to address that during
the neeting, | think that's sonething that should be
remedi ed. Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Those are all the
hands that | see at this tine. Do we have anybody
el se wwshing to address the DAC at this tinme? Lisbet,
| see your hand is up. | apologize, Ruth Hidal go has
not had the opportunity to speak yet, so we're going
to let her go first. Lisbet, please | eave your hand
up. Ruth, you now have the floor.

MR. GIBBS: Ruth, we're unable to hear
you. |I'mnot sure if maybe your mc is nuffled. Do
you want to try again?

M5. HI DALGO. Any better?

MR. Gl BBS: Yes, better now.
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M5. HI DALGO. Okay. Recreational
rockhound. This is the first nmeeting that |'ve been
able to attend, and I'mglad to see the DAC i s back.
That's kind of really inportant, and |I'mreally
| ooking forward to future in-person neetings.

| wanted to thank Director Archul eta
for recogni zi ng rockhoundi ng as a recreational
activity in the desert when he cane on board. In his
press release | was thrilled to see that. It is a
very vital recreation enjoyed by a |lot of users, and |
appreciate his recognition on that. And | just wanted
to say | can't wait to get nore involved, especially
with the subgroup on the Myjave Trails Mnunent.

Look forward to getting that thing
rolling again. Recreational rockhounding in the
Moj ave Trails National Mnunent is one of those
wobbling i ssues, and we want to get on board with that
and make sure that we get involved if possible. Thank
you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Li sbet, | see your
hand up. Do we have anybody el se who has not yet had
the opportunity to address the council. Wuld anybody

else like to make comments at this time? Please raise

your hand. Okay. | see both Lisbet and Steve Shaw,
who have both spoken already. If we don't have
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anybody el se wishing to provide comment to the
council, Lisbet the floor is yours.

M5. THORESON: Can you hear nme now?

M5. VAN DER LI NDEN: We can hear you.

M5. THORESON: Thank you, Mchelle. So
|"d |like to second what Ruth just said, that we
support the creation of a DAC subgroup that would
provide input on the drafting of a nmanagenent plan for
the Mojave Trails National Mnunent because it is such
a sacrosanct hallow ground for rockhounds. Many
collecting areas in there, particularly in the north
and sout h Cady Mbunt ai ns.

Also we | ook forward to public
engagenent webi nars that were described by M ke Ahrens
in his report. Really |ooking forward to that.
Loopi ng back to the status of the DRECP and its
accommodati ons that were provided for hobby collecting
at the tinme of the ROD.

As | was saying, we were told about
t hese DFAs that were redrawn where there were overl aps
or conflicts for recreational users. And we're
concerned now that perhaps this is in doubt because a
BLM news rel ease on January 13, 2021 announced t hat
t he BLM proposed maki ng nodifications to the CDNCL
whi ch underlies the DRECP. The BLM press rel ease
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I nvited quote, "comrents on how | and designations
identified in the plan m ght affect devel opnent of
solar, wind, or other renewabl e energy resources" end
quot e.

So in light of this proposal, together
with the nunber and fast-track pace of permtting
i ndustrial scale renewabl e energy products in the
desert, does this nean that the BLMis undoi ng the
accommpdati ons that were given to recreational users
in the record of decision in 2016 and restoring the
old EFAs? And may we | ook forward to a status update
in a future DAC neeting on this subject? Thank you.

M5. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you, Lisbet.
| s there anybody el se who has not addressed the
council that wi shes to do so now? Please raise your
hand. Seeing none. Steve Shaw, you have the floor.

MR. SHAW Yes, just very briefly
regarding the prairie falcons. | would hope that the
prairie falcon nesting needs woul d deserve sone
I ncl usi on under the DAC and possibly as a subgroup.
The Mbjave Desert Land Trust and the California
Hawki ng Group Cl ub hope to educate the DAC nore in the
future about the inpending needs of this wildlife
group in their corridors, prairie hawk, and irays.

Thank you very nuch.
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MS. VAN DER LI NDEN:. Thank you. I's
t here anybody el se wishing to address the DAC at this
time? Please raise your hand. Tauria Linala,
beauti ful name. | apol ogize that |'m m spronounci ng
it. The floor is yours.

MS. LINALA: Thank you. My additional
comment is | want to agree that having materials
avai | abl e such as an agenda and |ink reports would be
real ly hel pful again.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: Thank you. I's
t here anybody el se wishing to address the council at
this time? Please raise your hand. Seeing none,
yield the floor back to you, M. Banis.

CHAI R BANI'S: Thank you. | want to
give a special thanks to the nenbers of the public
because you all stuck around with us for so long, and
it's been a long day. Longer for you because we get
to gab anong oursel ves, but nobst of it have been in
your seats before. And we know that it takes a | ot of
patience to sit through to get to your opportunity to
have your few words.

And t hank you also for those for
rai sing your hand a second tine. And |I'mglad we had
time to accommodate that second bite of the apple. So

with that folks, if there's no objections, |I'm going
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to return back to where we left off. And that was
M ke Ahrens had just presented his Field Manager
report for the Needles resource area. Do we have
guestions or coments or anything for Mke? So I'm
| ooking for raised hands on the Desert Advisory
Counci | side.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Actually Randy, it
was Carl that had just finished.

CHAIR BANI'S: Who did | just say?

MANAGER ARCHULETA: M ke.

CHAIR BANIS: Sorry, Carl.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So questions for
Carl for Ridgecrest.

CHAIR BANI'S: Yeah, the guy w thout the
hair. There you go. Okay. Sorry.

MR. SYMONS: Thanks for trying to help
me out, Randy.

CHAIR BANI'S: Any questions of Carl?

MR. ROBINSON: This is Bob Robinson.
|"mraising ny hand. [|'mon the phone.

CHAIR BANI'S: Hi, Bob. Go ahead,
pl ease.

MR. ROBINSON: | just had a coupl e of
things. And one of them was the Congl onerate Mesa up

at Cerro Gordo. | know sonme people that worked for
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the people that owned the Cerro Gordo quite a few
years back, and they went and core sanpl ed that whole
area. That's why there's existing roads there. And
has this conpany attenpted to locate the results from
t hose core sanpling, or is this going to be a
duplication of the sanme thing?

MR. SYMONS: Bob, you know as far as
the exact sanme thing, they are trying to get sone
extents, so they're going in the sane general area.
And sonme of the people in the conpany actually worked
for a conpany that drilled back in the '90s. One of
the things is on this proposal that they have,
apparently the cores are no | onger avail abl e.

And it's my understanding that in the
m ning industry that having those cores, it's very
| nportant. They just took on the first drilling that
they did a few nonths back or actually a little nore
than a few nonths. But they just took out chips, and
this time they're actually going to be going in and
trying to get core sanples and having that. But
that's been the issue with all the drilling is from
what | understand the cores are no |onger avail abl e.

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah. My understanding
was at the tinme they never found anything that was

vi abl e enough to nmake the investnent. And | noticed
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this conpany is fromBritish Col unbi a.

MR. SYMONS: Yes, this is a Canadi an
conpany with a subsidiary here in the U S. doing the
proposal .

MR. ROBINSON: And the other thing, and
this also applies to the Congl onmerate, actually to the
pum ce mne in the Makaya [sic] 2.

MR. SYMONS: Makayl a?

MR. ROBI SON: That area, ny cousin and
| went up with another person | think from Lone Pine.
And when they put in that road, they were proposing to
put a road into MCulloch [ph] Valley for geothernal,
and that's in that sane general area. And there was
extensive cultural resources, and | would like to be
able to take a field trip with whoever wants to go up
to -- valley and | ook at the proposed routes and the

proposed plan and see what exactly is going to be

af fected.

MR. SYMONS: That's for the Mukayl a
m ne?

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah, the Makayla. And
t he Congl onerate Mesa also is -- when they go to do

ground-di sturbing activity in that area that they have
a tribal nonitor avail able onsite because the roads

are pretty nuch gone, you know. And they're going to
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have to recut new roads.

MR. SYMONS: Yeah, | hear you on the
cultural nonitor. On the |last one they had nonitors,
and |'massum ng that they will. But that will be
addressed when we go through our NEPA docunents. And
as far as the Makayla, anytinme Bob just get a hold of
nme. And |I'd be nore than happy to go out there and
take a field trip and show you around to whatever you
want to see.

MR. ROBI NSON: Hopefully you'll have an
ar cheol ogi st by then.

MR. SYMONS: Yeah | hope so.

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah. | know sone
peopl e that applied.

MR. SYMONS: Ckay.

MR. ROBI NSON: Thank you.

MR. SYMONS: Thanks.

CHAI R BANI'S: Bob, have you been on
that road that they cut into McLeod Flat? Have you
seen that road that they cut?

MR. ROBI NSON: No, | haven't seen it
since they cut it. | haven't seen it. | know they
were going to do a large cut at the top. And |
noti ced they kind of disappeared, the people who did
that. So | don't know what's up with that.
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CHAIR BANI'S: Yeah, large cut is the
right word for it. | saw it a few nonths ago, and |
was surprised how large the cut was. Larger than what
| expected it would have been.

MR. ROBINSON:  Well | knew it was going
to be big because we wal ked up there and wal ked t he
whole thing. And we didn't have any issues with that
area at the tinme. But they were going to go up in
t here around and then go up to, | think they were
trying to get out of as nmuch federal oversight as
possi bl e because they were going to a school section
on top of that nountain.

CHAIR BANI'S: Yes. \What they've done
so far is they cut the road of course and there's PVC
pipe that is in the process of wanting to be
assenbl ed.

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah. | know where
their trailer and their office and they have a --
where they park their equipnent. All their equipnent
I's gone and there's just one | think generator sitting
out in front of the trailer and nothing has noved in a
very long tine.

Oh | have one nore thing about AV [ ph]
Reservoir. Most of that is DWP, but there is some BLM

as a part of that. And what we've worked out with DWP
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in the Beacon area and at the Penstock is all of the
cultural resources they discover in the process of
doing their project are reinterned on the property.
And | know that once they're collected, they have to
turn themover to BLM And if it's possible, we've
done with BLMin Bakersfield, to | eave those on the
property and docunent them and possibly reintern
everything at the sane tine instead of duplicating.
Because it will just go to that warehouse facility at
-- and that will be the end of it.

MR. SYMONS: | wasn't aware of the
agreenent, Bob. But we can tal k about that and see
what - -

MR. ROBI NSON:  Okay.

CHAIR BANI'S: | have Dan Tayl or's hand
up.

MR. TAYLOR: |I'mactually going to ask
a non-filmquestion. |Is that believable? Hey, Carl.

| " ve got a question about the California H gh Speed
Rail. | see that they're | ooking at anywhere from 40
to 160 acres of inpact. |Is there a reason why that's
such a w de range that they don't know what it's going
to be?

MR. SYMONS: Yeah, sone of it's going

to be underground. Sone of it's going to be above
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ground. They're actually going to tie sone spots.
They're coming close to property. So it's the parcels
that they're going to inpact that is what they're
referring to there. So once they get it done, we
don't have the 100 percent draw ngs yet, and that's
what we'll have to get when we get to the final -- but
they are going to tunnel under in sone places, and
they they're actually going to be above ground |ike on

the PCT they're going to be above ground goi ng over

t he top.

MR. TAYLOR:. All right. Thank you,
Carl .

CHAIR BANI'S: That's all the hands |
have. Last call for Carl. All right. W have a new

addition to our reports this tine, Andrew.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yeah so | think
with our [ast face-to-face neeting in Palm Springs I
started to include our fire and fuels program and |
want to continue to do that. So today we have Janes
Gannon who is going to cover the California Desert
District Interagency Fire and Fuels Program So Janes

"Il turn it over to you.

MR. GANNON: Good afternoon. |'m Janes
Gannon. |'mthe Fuels Program Manager and Acting Fire
Managenment Officer for, well until Monday. |Is
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everybody able to see the presentation?

MR. GIBBS: W can see it. Do you want
to maxi m ze your Chrone browser for us?

MR. GANNON: | need to rearrange a
couple things so | can see what |'m doing. Ckay.

MR. G BBS: There you go.

MR. GANNON: So |'ve worked in the
California Desert District in fuels managenent since
2002. Prior to that I worked for Joshua Tree Nati onal
Park, the BLMin Carl sbad, New Mexi co, San Bernardino
Nati onal Forest, various operations, prevention, and
avi ati on positions.

And the CDIFP, the California District
I nteragency Fire Programis conprised of BLM and the
Nat i onal Park Service and includes the five BLM Field
O fices within the CDD and the three national parks,
Death Vall ey, Joshua Tree and Moj ave Preserve.

| will be providing an update on the
fuel s program and the current fire situation. |In the
presentation there's a map that shows sonme of the
various fuels projects. As you zoomin, nmore wll
appear. You can pan around to see if there's anything
in particular you want to take a | ook at.

But the CDIFP i ncludes fuels nmanagenent

and -- prevention. There's the Unit Fuels Program
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Manager, nyself; a fuels technician; two mt-ed
specialists; and two mt-ed technicians that have a
heavy enphasis on prevention activities and
controlling. We work a ot out in the field. W're
nmeeting with the public and visitors.

The field program began to evolve into
our current programthat we have now in 2002 with the
hiring of the fuels managenent staff. W began
pl anni ng and inplenenting fuels projects. W went
froma programthat treated | ess than 100 acres on a
year on an irregular basis to treating up to
approxi mately 10,000 acres annually. At one point the
unit had four dedicated fuels managenent staff that
were just working on fuels managenent in addition to
four mt-ed specialists. W had two prevention techs,
and we al so had a 10-person fuels nodul e focused
entirely on inplenenting fuels treatnents. In 2005
the crew was di sbanded in favor of contracting out
fuel s managenent worK.

Since the fuels nodul e was di sbanded
and the CDD never had a hand crew, we began pl anni ng
with the California Conservation Corps to devel op
basically a new BLM CCC hand crew for the CDD. W
entered into a Good Nei ghbor Authority Agreenent with

the California Conservation Corps, an 18-to-20-person
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type 2 hand crew. The crew -- group 5 works on fuels
projects and is avail abl e under a separate agreenent
as a type 2 hand crew for fire managenent and

suppr essi on.

The program provi des the corps nenbers
wi th val uabl e experience and training to create an
appl i cant pool from which BLM and cooperators can
recruit and hire new enployees. Since the prograns
I nception, the crew which is currently conprised
entirely of wonen has provided six enployees that have
been hired by the BLM five on the CDD;, one in
Bakersfield; and the one that went to work at
Bakersfield ended up comng to CDD eventual ly; one was
hired by the Forest Service; three were hired by
cooperators in other agencies, Riverside County
Habi t at Conservati on Agency, California State Parks,
and one went to the City of R alto.

The crews conpl eted over 2,500 acres of
fuels treatnments including inplenmenting prescribed
fires. The CCC crew al so worked on the Anboy Crater
Trail reroute that was nentioned earlier. W also
have mitigation education staff that works with
communi ti es and cooperators to hel p devel op community
w |l dfire protection plans, help with planning

community defense-type treatnents. A |lot of the work

Page 232

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

O T N N
o A W N P O © 0O N O o1~ W N +—» O

they do is working with fire safe councils to plan
treatments in areas where we may have a gap in public
| ands or state-managed |ands. And we will use themin
their work to connect the dots basically to maintain
the integrity of the fuels treatnent so that we have
one conti nuous project.

They' ve done a |lot to help communities
and fire safe councils including developing a --
presentation for workshop to help residents plan to
harden their honmes and create defensible space in
addition to the community wildfire protection pl ans.

So in addition to the CWPP they provide
educational -type events. This next table on the
presentation shows the nunbers that were conpleted in
FY '20 last year. W had a total of 16 educati onal -
type events, 450 non-federal acres treated,
approximately 1,200 honmes were protected by these non-
federal treatnments. The nunber of communities that
were assisted is 15. At one point in the past we had
been doi ng home assessnents to hel p homeowners to
determ ne what they should be doing to not only harden
their home, but to create their defensible space.

We did conplete three new CWPPs and
participated in the update of 12 CWPs. The fuels

program has devel oped as | nentioned over the past few
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years we've treated between 7,000 to 10,000 acres per
year. Planning is based on fuel |oading as well as
historic fire occurrences and activities on |and that
present potential ignition sources. So we have a | ot
of hi ghways, interstates and other roadways that cross
t hrough [ and which present a significant ignition
source fromvehicle fires |like mechanical failures
that result in sparks and other things.

So we focus a | ot on roadside
treatnments. We | ook at other areas where there's
potential ignition sources and treat there. Since
treatnents that have been placed in areas that have
been used repeatedly with upwards of 30 treatnents
used in the last 10 to 15 years to control fires.

In 2020 there were 14 fires that
I ntercepted our fuels treatnents that were used to
either contain the fire or slowthe fire spread or
provi de ot her opportunities for suppression for us to
take action on those fires. Starting in FY 2018 we
had a | arge focus on the southern border. Over 3,000
acres have been treated al ong the southern border so
far to protect resources and communities as well as
border-related infrastructure.

Wbrk was al so conpleted to support

Border Patrol Agents in their operations. W' ve
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created safety zones for our agents and others that
may beconme trapped in renote areas by wildfire. W' ve
coordinated with the Border Patrol's Public Lands on
occasion. -- fire, fire safe councils, local tribes,
and San Diego Gas and Electric to plan and inpl ement
the treatnents in southern San Di ego County.

So a lot of what we've done is tied
into for instance the work that SCG&E has been doi ng
on the power line right-of-ways. W've tied into
those to connect the dots. W' ve tied into fuels
treatnments the tribes have done on the reservations to
create continuous fuel breaks so that we don't have
openings in case the fire does burn through, maintain
the integrity of the overall treatnents altogether.

And then the table |I'm showi ng now has
acconpli shnments for FY '20. W've got -- cost of 10.8
mllion. W got 6.4 mllion. W were able to
conplete 42 treatnents to treat 10,486 acres. W also
conpleted 42 community assistance type activities.

Qur treatnents range from prescribed --
burning and pile burning, nmechanical, and chem cal and
bi ol ogi cal treatnments to acconplish the fuel treatnent
goals of the unit. -- based on vegetation types,

t opography, the potential to inpact natural resources

and ot her factors and work closely with resources
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staff to plan and inplenent the treatments to not only
manage hazardous fuels but to inprove and restore
various plant conmmunities and habitat -- species such
as Stephens' kangaroo rat or SKR, Quino checkerspot
butterfly, Yuma's Ridgway Rail.

And we incorporate habitat managenment
obj ectives into our fuels treatnents. The regul atory
agenci es even use a BLM fuels treatnment area as one of
their central sites that are nonitoring Quino
checkerspot butterfly habitat.

W worked with the regul atory agencies
and the Departnment of Defense under the Recovery and
Sust ai nnent Partnership Initiative to plan and
I npl enent tests to nove SKR, the Stephens' Kangaroo
Rat, toward recovery. That included vegetation
managenment, a | ot of prescribed burning, and other
mechani cal and hand treatnents including nonitoring
and other work. In part due to sone of our work and
others', the services submtted a recommendation to
downl i st the species.

In addition to that work, given that
many of the wildfires in the desert areas are burning
I nvasi ve plants. W focus a lot on salt cedar and
ot her non-natives and are working closely with

cooperatives such as the W I dl ands Conservancy and
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Friends of the Desert Mountains to target a basis for
renmoval. We were told that one of their canyons that
we had finished treating salt cedar -- now has water
flow ng, the cedar even. So that's a pretty
substantial inprovenent. That area provides an

| nportant water source for -- bighorn sheep and ot her
species. So that's a positive note.

We're also currently working on the
fires and fuels aspects of the Whitewater Wl d and
Sceni ¢ Ri ver Conprehensive River Managenent Pl an and
the Sand to Snow National Mnunment Pl an

We al so conplete fire managenent
pl anni ng. We devel oped a fire managenent plan in both
a -- and spatial format. So here's an exanple of our
spatial fire managenent plan and I'Il link to that.
Anot her product devel oped by fuels staff and others is
the Fire to Interoperating Plan. The Fire to
I nteroperating Plan is a decision-support docunent
whi ch aggregates information on the anal yses of fire
danger and uses that information to create staffing
response | evels and ot her plans.

I ncluded in here also are sone of the
ot her acconplishnments of the fuels prograns. W' ve
put together sone docunents that hel p agency

adm nistrators. W are support for the Wldlife Fire
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Deci si on Support which hel ps docunment and distribute
the agency adm nistrator's direction for how to nmanage
afirein a specific area. W nmanage the Fire G S,

t he weat her information managenment system the

aut omat ed weat her stations throughout the district,
coordi nate the -- control, coordinate the Resource
Survi val Program and coordi nates energency
stabilization and rehabilitation work for --.

Eventual |y fuel s managenents is goi ng
to go into the vegetati on managenent action portal so
we' Il have one spot for managi ng and tracking and all
t hat . l"mthe training officer in IQCS, I|ncident
Qualification Certification System account manager
for the unit. So | manage the training and the
qualifications for the BLM parts of our staff.

We have a prescribed burn that we do
every year out at Lake Matthews in West Riverside
County where we have the field portions of the FI-210
which is the Wldlife Cause and Fire Origin
Determ nation Class, fire investigators' training. So
we hold that out there and we have the students conme
out and investigate each of the plots that we burn.

We have sone other information on here
on sone of the wildland fire jobs, the resource --

schedule that's maintained. To wap up the fuels
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presentation here is the -- we work together with
resources staff and others to plan and inplenment fuels
treatments where needed and try to incorporate as mny
ot her objectives under the treatnment as possible. W
have pretty good success stories wth inmproving T&E
habi tat and popul ations in our areas where we've

wor ked.

And just real briefly to go over the
report of the 2021 fuels projects. In 2021 we have
conpleted 3,668 acres so far this year, 2,789 acres in
Pal m Springs, and 1,717 acres in Barstow. One in
Needl es, one in the Springs, and 161 acres in
Ri dgecrest, and there are also 340 acres treated in
Joshua Tree National Park.

Qur fuel s managenent provides fire
suppressi on personnel to take action to control
w |l dfires, contain them and protect infrastructure
and private property. In 2020 there were, those
treatments were used to contain, control, or otherw se
suppress 19 fires and 4 to date so far in 2021. W
work closely with the inspection of the Park Service
and California Conservation Corps. W're using the
Ancestral Lands Conservation Corps which is -- on sone
of our projects.

BLM partners with the Riverside County
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Habi t at Conservancy Agency, the San Bernardino Vall ey
Wat er Conservation District, the California Departnment
of Fish and Wldlife, California Departnment of
Forestry and Fire Protection, or CAL FIRE, --
Conservancy, the Friends of the Desert Muntains, the
-- Dunes, the Mdrongo Band of M ssion |Indians, and
Border Patrol in our treatnments for 2020 and 2021.

And we have plans to expand that if we have enough
fundi ng for 2022.

Qur mtigation work as nentioned this
year we've conpleted 22 community assi stance
activities to help communities wthstandi ng the
effects of wildfires build resilience in the
communities to help themrecover when a fire does
occur.

We' ve been working with CAL FI RE and
the Fire Safe Council in the |ocal comunities to
conplete the Sunrise Community Fuel Break in Julian
and the -- Mouuntain Community Fuel Break -- . Both of
t hese have historically been used nunerous tines in
protected communities including the Cedar Fire which
was the largest fire in California history for a |ong
time. And the Esperanza Fire of 2006 that resulted in
fatalities.

The Esperanza Fire burned straight
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towards the town of -- and -- Valley, and the only

| npact there was one outbuilding was | ost that was
outside of the fuels treatnment and it was an abandoned
structure that was not occupied or used.

Partners in mtigation and education
efforts include the Greater San Di ego County Fire Safe
Counci|l and 26 community fire safe councils throughout
the county. Qur largest by far mtigation and
education efforts have resulted in increases in fire
safe councils in San Diego County. And we're working
to expand that the rest of the district.

W work with the Forest Service, CAL
FIRE, and other | ocal governnment agencies quite a bit.
And for fires for cal endar year 2021, there have been
approximately 99 fires. It's gone up a little bit.
It's gone up to 102 nowwith 3 fires that are going on
right now that are all within a mle of BLMw thin our
response areas. So far it |ooks like all of those are
being picked up. W've had 99 fires so far this year.
They' ve burned a total of 10,8Twentynine acres. O
t hese, 5,676 acres were on BLM managed | ands and 2, 497
acres were on park |ands. Many acreage was on the
sane fires but burned either private property or
anot her agency's lands within the perineter.

The | argest fire we had this year was
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the Southern Fire in San Diego County in the EIl Centro
Field Ofice. It burned 5,250 acres. 3,031 of those
were BLM and then the largest park fire was 2, 490-
acre Mojave Fire in the preserve. And then the 1,512-
acre Onens Fire in the Ridgecrest Ofice was the

| argest fire that was solely on BLM managed | ands.

We have cooperative fire nmanagenent
agreenents with several cooperators including Inperial
County, Riverside County, San Bernardi no County, Kern
County, the cities of Redlands, Apply Vall ey,

Victorville, and -- fire departnents -- Forest Service
and --

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: | think we just
| ost Janes.

MR. GANNON:  You | ost ne?

3

G BBS: | think Janmes is good. You
can conti nue.

MR. GANNON: Ckay. Sorry, | didn't
hear what you said. And then Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Al the fires except for the three today are
currently out. We'll see, check the wildfire caneras.
It doesn't look like they're going to be an issue, so
that's good. We do have -- forecasted to return on
Monday which could bring lightning. Hopefully it

brings substantial rain with it again |Iike sone of
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t hese previous storns which are hel ping the desert
tortoise and other wildlife out in the Mjave
especially with that significant rainfall in a nunber
of areas.

And one last thing, it's just our
hiring workforce transformation. W were able to get
extra funding to convert two lead firefighters on BLM
hel i copter of Apple Valley. They're year-round
positions. W have now |l ead firefighters that have
been added to all nine of the BLM engines. The |ead
firefighter positions on the engi nes are seasonal and
they're guaranteed to work a m ni mum of six nonths per
year .

So we're working to increase the pay
| evel for federal firefighters, who are technically
Forestry Technicians, to $15 per hour at a m ni mum pay
| evel and include retention incentives for many
exi sting permanent enployees in the |ower to md-1evel
positions.

And then if additional funds becone
avai l able we plan to convert the lead firefighter
positions on the engines to year-round positions.

That woul d provide three year-round enpl oyees on each
engi ne to manage these fires we've been having year-

round and have enough people staffing each engine so
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that each engine is available to -- we have certain
requi renments on needing three people per engine --
staff not available. That's where we're at right now
with the fuels and fire progranmns.

CHAIR BANI'S: | have a hand up for a
guestion from Dan Tayl or.

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, | had a question
about your community assistance acconplishnents on
your page there. | found it interesting and was
curi ous about under ElI Centro you show that you had
zero fire education events, but it was the one that
has the nost acres treated and the nost hones
protected. |Is there a reason why there was no
education prograns in an area that has to have the
nost wor k done?

MR. GANNON: Yeah, there's an issue --
sone of it's an issue with reporting. Initially the

Pal m Springs and EIl Centro Offices were zoned to be

one zone. Sone of the stuff is recorded all in Palm
Springs. The efforts are just -- we've got sone
vacancies in positions and people -- out there. And

plus there are just not a lot of comunities in
| rperial County.
By far the majority of the popul ation

is in the central portion of the county in the valley
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where there are really mnimal fire activity, and not
really a big threat. ElI Centro has the area around
Julian. We do a lot of work there. There's been a

|l ot of -- that was one of the first community wildlife
protection plans that was devel oped was up there.

And the fire safe council there has
been fairly active over the past 20 years. W do have
quite a few fires in that area, but then again the
Southern Fire, the one that burned there, was down in
Anza Borrego, at the edge of Anza Borrego. And our
wi | derness area is pretty renote.

But like | said we are working on
expandi ng the community assistance and mtigation and
education efforts. W're hoping to hire some nore
peopl e and we have a vacancy that just came up. And
we're hoping to get that person when they're hired
I nto increasing comunity assistance work al so.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you.

MR. GANNON: You're wel cone.

CHAIR BANI'S: O her questions? Looking
at the hands. That's it. No other questions. W're
good. Thank you.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: Yes, thank you
Janmes. Appreciate that very busy fire and fuels

program Besides you know reducing the risk of fire,
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It's amazi ng the anmpbunt of habitat inprovenent work
that those projects do for endangered species as well.
That's it for the reports fromour Field Ofices,
Randy.

CHAIR BANI'S: Good work. Any | ast
guestions? What do fol ks think about skipping that
break and noving right through to the end? Wuld |
have any objections to that?

M5. POWELL: No objections.

CHAIR BANIS: Geat. Let's keep
pl uggi ng right through because we've heard our public
comment. So the itens we're onto at this tinme would
be the 4 o' clock itemwhich we're basically back on
schedule with the itens to consider for future
neetings. So the floor is open for us to rattle off
sone t hings.

| would just advise folks to think
about things that would be tinely for our next
neeting, which is October 1st and 2nd. What ki nd of
deci si on points or maybe seasonal or sone kind of
activity. Also sonmething that m ght pertain to the E
Centro area since that's where our neeting wll be
hosted. So the floor is open. Jim you' re next.

MR. BAGLEY: Looking forward to going

to EIl Centro and want to see the Vinagre Wash and
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t hose other issues. So I'll just let the District
Manager and Field Manager set that up.

We did have a request during the public
comment about the Mojave Trails. There's a concern
about the gem and m neral collecting. So Andrew maybe
you and M ke Ahrens coul d address that sonmehow.

That's a legitimate concern. That's a mjor
recreational use in that area, and | think we shoul d
respond to the public with that.

And this is just a generic comrent.
There was al so a comment about the public coments not
bei ng available. And | nmentioned this before, you
know, we run public neetings in California under the
Brown Act, and we have requirenments that agendas be
publ i shed 72 hours, 48 hours in advance and public
material s.

| think that's inportant for us to have
that, too, even if it doesn't neet our exact
guidelines. | think the materials that cone out to us
as DAC nenbers should be available to the public as
soon as possible. And I just throw that out for staff
to consider because that's what nost people are used
to. And the people who live in California, that's
sort of the ethos they expect froma public neeting.

And we are the public forumfor the Bureau of Land

Page 247

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N T T N N T e e e R R N N o i
o b~ W N P O © 0O N OO 0o~ W N+~ O

Managenment with this advisory council.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: So just to follow
up on that, Randy, and the rest of the DAC, we are
sending the Field Manager Report out to all of the
public that was in attendance. And we're putting it
on the website as well.

MR. BAGLEY: Thank you.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: And M. Bagl ey,
just so you're aware, the agendas are posted on the
website as soon the press rel ease goes out which is
typically two weeks in advance of the neeting. So
that information is nade available to the public.

MR. BAGLEY: Yeah. Thank you. It's
just the public -- trying to reach people through the
internet is problematic. And we got COVID- 19
restrictions, but I'mjust nmentioning it. Thank you.

MR. BAGLEY: Billy, you' ve got your
hand up.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, Randy as far as
" mconcerned fromthe industry that | guess |
represent that there be sonmething fromeach of the
area nmanagers on that pretty much |like there was
t oday.

And then | have one question for you.

Do we still have three-year terns? What is the deal ?
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| heard there was going to be you were stuck forever

I f nobody took your place.
to the bottomof it.
CHAI R BANI S:

website Billy,

MR. M TCHELL:

huh?
CHAI R BANI S:

hope | live that | ong,

service, Billy.

MR. M TCHELL:

get renewed so often then?
CHAI R BANI S:

second of the two terns.

MANAGER ARCHULETA:

And t hen |

you' ve been drafted until

j ust never got

Do you happen to know?

Wel |l according to the
January 2024.
No ki dding. They better

They renewed your

You have to re-apply when your termis up.

MR. M TCHELL:

was wonderi ng.
Okay.
MR. BAGLEY:

for a long tine.

MR. M TCHELL:

there any restrictions on that now?

only could serve two terns.
t he ol d days.
CHAI R BANI S:

At one point

Billy,

Al right. But do we
Yeah. It m ght be your
It's not automati c.
Ch okay. That's what |

| heard it was automati c.

pl an to hang around

Al right. | wll. Is
It used to be you
Back in

Wasn't it Randy?

My experience is is that
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you'll look favorable for two consecutive terns in
your seat. But if you're fortunate to re-apply under
Publ i c-at-Large or another seat, the Bureau wl |
consi der that application. That was ny case.

MR. M TCHELL: All right. Thank you.

CHAIR BANI'S: Questions? Jayne, | see
you're up, but | don't see a hand up. Just want to
see if you've got anything there since you popped onto
t he screen.

M5. POVNELL: Oh | think it would be
really neat if we could have sone information from
Ryan about the Inperial Sand Dunes Project, the
subcomm ttee, his thoughts on how to reenergi ze that
as part of our discussion for the October neeting.
And if there are any people that have applied
previously for that maybe sonebody could reach out to
them and see if they're still interested in serving
and let the community know that that is being
reenergi zed.

CHAI R BANI S: Good. Well | expect, I'm
hopi ng Andrew wi Il have sonmething to us within the
com ng weeks in general about how the subgroups w !l
start to re-formand start to have neetings. Fingers
crossed.

MANAGER ARCHULETA:  Yep.
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CHAIR BANI'S: The floor is open.

MR. ROBINSON: Hello. | put up ny
hand. This is Bob Robi nson.

CHAIR BANI'S: Hi, Bob. Go ahead.

MR. ROBINSON: This is a discussion on
items to consider for future neetings?

CHAI R BANI S:  Yes.

MR. ROBI NSON: Okay. | just brought
up, this time around you had i ssues about the
tortoise. And I'd |like to hear nore about the
conditions and situation with bighorn sheep.

CHAIR BANI' S: Thank you.

M5. POWELL: Did you nean the peninsula
bi ghorn sheep?

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah. | get sone
reports on the Navy base and it's not good. And I
didn't know what -- it was good they gathered up the
donkeys because |limted water sources and since they
transplanted themonto the south range, they haven't
had any babies yet. And it's been quite a few years.

MR. M TCHELL: | know on the Ords,
Bob's not here, but on the Ords they issued six
permts this year to take them The last tinme | was
up there they looked really, really good. The sheep
wer e doi ng good, the Newberrys and the Ords.
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MR. ROBI NSON: They're doi ng okay on
the Sierras, also. The Sierra bighorn are hanging in
there. But out in the desert here from our area and
the north area they're not doing well at all.

MR. M TCHELL: 1'll be darned. Well
do know donkeys will hold themoff of water. They
hold cattle off of water if you've got a strong herd.
|'ve seen that before. It happened on the valley
wel I's, probably even out at Di xi e Dawson where Jay
Moon is now. |'ve seen it on both of those ranches
happen before before they got them all gathered up.

MR. ROBI NSON: Yeah. The donkey
popul ations | think are causing a | ot of problens with
them here. There's not very many water sources, and
they kind of take over the water hol es.

MR. M TCHELL: All right. Thank you.

MR. ROBINSON: All right. Take care.

CHAIR BANI'S: The floor is open for
items for future agendas. 3, 2, 1.

MR. BAGLEY: Randy, what about neetings
beyond EI Centro? Do you have a gane plan for that?

M5. POWELL: | thought we put a
cal endar together tentatively previously. Mybe
sonebody has that on hand so we could wite those down

for those whose cal endars went away.
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CHAIR BANI'S: | have October 1 and 2 of
course. And then | also have February 11 and 12.

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: That is correct,
Randy.

CHAIR BANIS: And did we go on to
April, or is that it? | think that was it.

MANAGER ARCHULETA: | think the idea
was that we were going to finish out this year and get
one into next year to start.

CHAIR BANI'S: That's right. W had
tal ked about four neetings and the June one was | ust
too quick. And that one went by us. So now we've got
three left into February. And then after the February
that's the new year, the new election, the new term
the new cycle. So there's only two on our cal endar,
that's October 1st and 2nd in El Centro, February 11th
and 12th | don't have a location. Did you guys have
sonmething in mnd at the BLM for February?

MS. VAN DER LI NDEN: February is
scheduled to be Barstow if we're back in person.

CHAIR BANI' S: Ckay.

MR MTCHELL: 1'd rather it be in
person nyself.
CHAIR BANIS: |I'Il take anywhere in
person.
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MANAGER ARCHULETA: That's the goal
ri ght now.

CHAIR BANI'S: Well very good. The next
Itemon the agenda is really just a wap up. Andrew,
i f you have sone comments for wapping up and we'd be
happy to hear them

MANAGER ARCHULETA: You know it's a
|l ong day to sit in front of the conputer. | think
when | first cane in | said I'ma field guy and |
still ama field guy. And so sitting here in front of
the conputer for a full day is a struggle for me. So
you probably saw ne squirm ng around and noving a | ot,
but it was a good day, sonme good di scussion.

| really appreciate the great
guestions, the good comments. We definitely always
take theminto consideration. And | also really want
to thank the public. The public coment that we got
Is always great. Sone really good rem nders about
things that we need to be considering as we nove
forward managi ng the desert. So just really
appreci ative of everybody's input and just hanging in
there for the long day. $So thank you all very nuch.
Randy?

CHAIR BANI'S:  You know, | want to thank

everybody. M fellow coll eagues here, Jayne and Jim
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and Bob and Dan, you guys really had the best
guestions of the day. You kept everything really hard
and focused and got us sone great answer. Paul, |'d

| ove to talk to you about OHV safety with the kids and
desert safety. You know Dan and | get to see each

ot her every nonth. ['Il be talking to you in a couple
of weeks for the EIl Mrage neetings.

And great to see Dick back on the
board. | do mss you all and | ooking forward to
getting to know Jayne and Paul better. | think
October is going to be a go in person and | think
we're going to have a really great tinme. | think
we're going to have a great schedule. And the breaks
and the lunches are a lot nore fun when we get to
share those together as well as the neetings. So with
that, if there's no further comments then I'll adjourn
this nmeeting at 4:22. Look at that, a couple of

m nutes early.
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

I, OLIVER GOODVMAN- WATERS, the officer before
whom t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of nmy know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enpl oyee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this action.

Dat ed: 8/20/ 2021

pes UL\ -LPo-

OLlI VER GOODMAN- WATERS
Notary Public in and for the
State of California
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

|, PATRICIA WHI TE, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | am not a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwi se interested in the outcome of this action.

Dat ed: 8/ 20/ 2021

Qm UARTV\WS:S

PATRI CI A WHI TE
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