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SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION AND SCIENTIFIC MISSION  
PURPOSE OF NCL SCIENCE PLANS  
The BLM's National Conservation Lands (NCL), formally known as the National Landscape 
Conservation System was administratively established in 2000 and legislatively codified in the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (PL 111-11). This system encompasses nearly 
900 units spread across approximately 34 million acres of public lands managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM is mandated to conserve, protect and restore 
the outstanding cultural, ecological, and scientific values of NCL units. Scientific investigation 
can aid in the conservation, protection, and restoration of these lands, and therefore, science is 
strategically planned and organized within NCL units.  

 

The objectives of NCL units’ science plans are to:  

• Identify the scientific mission of the unit;  

• Summarize past scientific efforts in the unit and identify the priority needs and 
management issues within the unit that can be addressed by scientific inquiry;  

• Define a strategy for accomplishing the scientific goals of the unit;  

• Develop science protocols to, for example, ensure that scientific inquiry does not 
negatively impact the long term sustainability of the unit and its resources;  

• Create a system to organize scientific reports; and,  

• Help and promote the integration of science into management.  

 

The science plans of NCL units are considered ‘living’ documents and should be revised and 
updated frequently (e.g. 3-5 years). Scientific needs that emerge during the course of 
implementing a science plan may be added to the plan on an as-needed basis to meet the 
unit’s scientific mission.  

Science has been defined within the BLM several times (e.g. BLM 2007, BLM 2008a), but is 
essentially the study of natural and social phenomena using repeatable observations or 
experiments. In the context of land management, scientific data are collected, analyzed, 
and/or synthesized to increase knowledge and support decision-making. Within NCL units, 
there is an expectation for ‘identifying science needed to address management issues, 
communicating those needs to science providers, and incorporating the results into the 
decision making process’ (BLM 2007).  
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UNIT AND GEOGRAPHIC AREA DESCRIPTION  
In 2009, Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area (D-E NCA) including the Dominguez 
Canyon Wilderness Area, was created with the following purpose: 

‘The purposes of the Conservation area are to conserve and protect for the benefit and 
enjoyment of present and future generations; 

(1) The unique and important resources and values of the land, including the geological, 
cultural, archaeological, paleontological, natural, scientific, recreational wilderness, 
wildlife, riparian, historical, educational, and scenic resource of the public land; and 

(2) the water resources of streams, based on seasonally available flows, that are 
necessary to support aquatic, riparian, and terrestrial species and communities. 

From: Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, Subtitle E- Dominguez-Escalante 
National Conservation Area. Public Law 111-11 (Section 2402).  

 

D-E NCA is part of the Colorado Plateau and Uncompahgre Plateau eco-regions as defined by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (Gallant et al 1989). There are numerous other 
conservation areas in the nearby vicinity (including NCL units, National Park Service’s 
monuments and national parks, etc. 

The unit encompasses 210,172 surface acres of BLM administered public land, a nearly 30 
mile stretch of the Gunnison River, and includes 66,280 acres within the Dominguez Canyon 
Wilderness (Figure 1). D-E NCA is located within the BLM’s Southwest Colorado District with 
the southwest boundary bordering the Uncompahgre National Forest and the northwest 
boundary bordering Colorado Highway 141. Dominguez Escalante NCA is split between the 
Grand Junction and Uncompahgre Field Offices, in Mesa, Monstrose and Delta Counties.  
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FIGURE 1 MAP OF DOMINGUEZ-ESCALANTE NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA AND SURROUNDING AREA. 
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SCIENTIFIC MISSION  
This science plan along with the Resource Management Plan will be used as the basis for conducting 
science in the D-E NCA. Scientific efforts within D-E NCA should support the conservation, protection, 
and restoration of the values identified in the designating language. Specifically, as stated in the D-E 
NCA Approved Resource Management Plan and Record of Decision (BLM 2017), the goals and 
objectives with regards to science in D-E NCA are: 
 
SCI-GOAL-01: Encourage, support, and conduct scientific research within the D-E NCA to 
improve understanding, management, and protection of the D-E NCA’s resources. 
 
SCI-OBJ-01: Encourage, support, and conduct scientific research while minimizing 
disturbance and consumption of resources and maximizing benefits to the management goals 
of the D-E NCA and to the scientific community. 
 
SCI-OBJ-02: Improve baseline knowledge of the species present in the D-E NCA, and general 
understanding of the ecosystem processes (e.g., food web dynamics, vegetation succession, 
and water dynamics); cycles (e.g., fire return and nutrient cycles) and anthropogenic 
influences (e.g., grazing, recreation) at work in the D-E NCA. 
 
SCI-OBJ-03: Improve baseline knowledge and general understanding of geological, cultural, 
historical, archaeological, and paleontological resources. 
 
SCI-OBJ-04: Improve understanding of the social, economic, and recreational benefits 
associated with the D-E NCA. 
 

SECTION 2 – SCIENTIFIC BACKGROUND  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS  
The following is a brief summary of the past scientific research that has occurred within the 
unit; this summary is not meant to be exhaustive or static. While general research on the many 
more topics is available, no specific past studies within D-E NCA were identified for this 
science plan. 

TABLE 1 PUBLISHED RESEARCH DIRECTLY RELATED TO D-E NCA.  

Resource Publications 

Geology and Paleontology 
Kirkham et al. 2002; O'Sullivan 1992; Darling et al. 2009; Lockley 
et al. 2014a,b,c 

Non-special status Fish and 
Wildlife Bishop 2007; Anderson 1992 
Vegetation Eisenhart 2004 
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ON-GOING MONITORING OF RESOURCES  
In addition to the scientific investigations identified above, ongoing monitoring of resources is 
a large portion of the science conducted in D-E NCA. Monitoring can be useful for determining 
a number of background conditions, trends, etc. Monitoring data collected and methods used 
within D-E NCA are outlined in the D-E NCA Monitoring Plan (Appendix 3).  

 

SECTION 3 - IDENTIFICATION AND PRIORITIZATION OF 
MANAGEMENT QUESTIONS AND SCIENCE NEEDS 

SCIENTIFIC NEEDS  
The scientific needs of D-E NCA are based on pressing management questions and continually 
change as management decisions are made and new concerns arise. Thus, the scientific 
needs will remain fluid and opportunities for research should remain open and inclusive. D-E 
NCA’s current science needs as determined in the RMP and through specialist input are listed 
in Table 1. Darker colors represent higher priorities. 
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TABLE 2 SCIENCE NEEDS BY TOPIC AREA. 

Resource RMP Science management actions RMP implementation Priorities for science Science Plan Extension Action Items 
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SCI-MA-05: Continue baseline and trend 
monitoring and encourage and support 
research both internally and from external 
sources. See Geological and Paleontological 
Resources, section 2.1.1 (GPA), and Cultural 
Resources, section 2.1.8 (CUL), for resource-
specific monitoring guidance. 

Conduct geological mapping for outstanding 
geologic features in the following areas: 

Conduct geological mapping, through 
partnerships if appropriate, for outstanding 
geologic features in the following areas: 

•Escalante Canyon •Escalante Canyon 
•East Creek •East Creek 

•Other areas with potential for damage to 
outstanding geologic features •Escalante triangle 

Create partnerships to conduct geological 
mapping for outstanding geologic features 
in the following areas: 

•Other areas with potential for damage to 
outstanding geologic features 

•Escalante Canyon   
•East Creek   

•Other areas with potential for damage to 
outstanding geologic features   

Continue compilation and analysis of 
available paleontological and geological 
resource data and literature to provide for 
informed understanding of these resources 
within and/or near the D-E NCA. 

Review and summary of past Geological 
information for D-E NCA. 

If these areas can be protected in doing so, 
provide interpretive sites at the following 
locations: 

Compile information for sites: 

•Gunnison Gravels site •Gunnison Gravels site 
•Escalante Canyon •Escalante Canyon 
•Young Egg Locality •Young Egg Locality 
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•Burrit Bone Bed locality •Burrit Bone Bed locality 

Develop signs and pamphlets for public 
visitation of paleo sites, especially in the 
Dinosaur Diamond.  

Compile information relevant to D-E NCA and 
Dinosaur Diamond. 
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SCI-MA-02: Continue basic trend and 
baseline monitoring and encourage and 
support research both internally and from 
external sources that inform management 
decisions. Research would include smaller 
'pilot' projects, as well as longer term, larger 
projects. Research would be used to inform 
management decisions and actions. 

Inventory the historic extent of ponderosa 
pine woodlands. 

Inventory the historic extent of ponderosa 
pine woodlands. 
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SCI-MA-02: Continue basic trend and 
baseline monitoring and encourage and 
support research both internally and from 
external sources that inform management 
decisions. Research would include smaller 
'pilot' projects, as well as longer term, larger 
projects. Research would be used to inform 
management decisions and actions. SCI-
MA-03: Encourage research, both internally 
and externally that addresses priority 
species and vegetation objectives and 
evaluates priority species and vegetation 
rankings (Appendix A and Appendix G). 

Apply vegetation treatments to reintroduce 
and/or increase cover of sagebrush in old 
vegetation treatment areas where it was 
removed. 

  

Apply vegetation treatments to reintroduce 
and/or increase cover of sagebrush in old 
vegetation treatment areas where it was 
removed and/or to reintroduce native grass, 
forb and shrub species in old vegetation 
treatment areas where crested wheatgrass 
is now a dominant species. 

Prior to completing vegetation treatments: 
establish research or pilot plots in the D-E 
NCA to determine successful treatment 
prescriptions (exemption: noxious and/or 
invasive weed treatments); or ensure that 
likely outcomes are known on the basis of 
other tests conducted in the region. 

  

Use existing research or pilot plots from the 
D-E NCA or surrounding region to inform 
vegetation treatment prescriptions in this 
vegetation type. 
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Prior to completing vegetation treatments: 
establish research or pilot plots in the D-E 
NCA to determine successful treatment 
prescriptions (exemption: noxious and/or 
invasive weed treatments); or ensure that 
likely outcomes are known on the basis of 
other tests conducted in the region. 

  

Use existing research or pilot plots from the 
D-E NCA or surrounding region to inform 
vegetation treatment prescriptions in this 
vegetation type. 
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Use vegetation treatments (e.g., introduction 
of biological controls, chemical treatments, 
seeding) to improve native vegetation 
composition and structure in desert 
shrub/saltbush communities. Prior to 
completing vegetation treatments: establish 
research or pilot plots in the D-E NCA to 
determine successful treatment 
prescriptions (exemption: Noxious and/or 
invasive weed treatments); or ensure that 
likely outcomes are known on the basis of 
other tests conducted in the region. Use 
existing research or pilot plots from the D-E 
NCA or tests being conducted in similar 
habitats to inform vegetation treatment 
prescriptions in this vegetation type. 

Prior to completing vegetation treatments: 
establish research or pilot plots in the D-E 
NCA to determine successful treatment 
prescriptions (exemption: Noxious and/or 
invasive weed treatments); or ensure that 
likely outcomes are known on the basis of 
other tests conducted in the region. Use 
existing research or pilot plots from the D-E 
NCA or tests being conducted in similar 
habitats to inform vegetation treatment 
prescriptions in this vegetation type. 
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 SCI-MA-02: Continue basic trend and 
baseline monitoring and encourage and 
support research both internally and from 
external sources that inform management 
decisions. Research would include smaller 
'pilot' projects, as well as longer term, larger 
projects. Research would be used to inform 
management decisions and actions. 

Use planned and unplanned fire and 
vegetation treatments, as appropriate, to 
maintain or improve the current diversity of 
age classes in mountain shrub communities. 

Study the effectiveness of planned and 
unplanned fire towards management goals. 
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SCI-MA-03: Encourage research, both 
internally and externally that addresses 
priority species and vegetation objectives 
and evaluates priority species and 
vegetation rankings (Appendix A and 
Appendix G). 

Manage domestic sheep grazing to provide 
effective separation from wild sheep using 
(as guidance) BLM Manual 1730, 
Management of Domestic Sheep and Goats 
to Sustain Wild Sheep; the WAFWA 
recommendations for domestic sheep and 
goat management in wild sheep habitat; and 
the interagency MOU for wild sheep 
management. 

Support CPW in bighorn sheep research 
efforts; effectiveness of grazing Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), and other 
population stressors, including recreation 
impacts. 

If monitoring indicates that mitigation 
measures are not effective at providing 
effective separation between domestic and 
wild sheep in an allotment or an area of an 
allotment, then require at least one of the 
following: 

1. Implement additional measures (using the 
WAFWA recommendations as guidance) 
intended to improve effectiveness. 

2. Remove the area from the allotment. 

3. Combine that portion with adjacent cattle 
allotment. 



 Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area Science Plan 
 

  
14 

4. Convert allotment to cattle. Prioritize 
allotments with high risk of contact for site-
specific grazing permit environmental 
analysis. 

Support CPW in bighorn sheep research 
efforts; effectiveness of BMPs, etc. 

SCI-MA-04: Focus monitoring on the 
resources identified as purposes of the D-E 
NCA. See individual resource sections for 
resource-specific monitoring guidance. 

Monitoring population to determine if 
mitigation measures are effective.  

Monitoring population to determine if 
mitigation measures are effective.  
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SCI-MA-02: Continue basic trend and 
baseline monitoring and encourage and 
support research both internally and from 
external sources that inform management 
decisions. Research would include smaller 
'pilot' projects, as well as longer term, larger 
projects. Research would be used to inform 
management decisions and actions. 

Where bat roosting, maternity sites and 
winter hibernacula occur, require bat gates 
for closing abandoned mine lands. 

Determine likely bat roosting and maternity 
sites. Where bat roosting, maternity sites 
and winter hibernacula occur. Assess 
effectiveness of gates for bat use and 
excluding humans at AML sites.  If there are 
cave sites with significant bat resources 
with human disruption, consider methods of 
excluding humans. 

Develop and implement a cliff raptor survey 
and climbing management plan. 

Inventory and monitor cliff raptor nesting 
sites and determine effects of recreational 
climbing on cliff nesting raptors. 

Develop and implement an inventory & 
monitoring program for special status 
species (SS-2) 

Support studies considering habitat of 
special status (Threatened, Endangered, or 
sensitive) species. 
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SCI-MA-05: Continue baseline and trend 
monitoring and encourage and support 
research both internally and from external 
sources. See Geological and Paleontological 
Resources, section 2.1.1 (GPA), and Cultural 
Resources, section 2.1.8 (CUL), for resource-
specific monitoring guidance. 

Manage scientifically and publicly valuable 
archaeological and cultural resources 
through documentation and nomination to 
the NRHP and completion of cultural 
resource management plans.  

Support studies considering scientifically 
and publicly valuable archaeological and 
cultural resources. 

Strive to conduct Section 110 (of NHPA) 
surveys on 100 or more acres per year. 

Support studies that provide surveys or 
additional information about cultural 
resources, especially those deemed 
scientifically important. 

Prioritize Section 110 efforts on inventory of 
areas that are likely to contain the most 
scientifically valuable archaeological 
resources, testing of “needs data” sites and 
research excavation of eligible sites. 
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SCI-MA-06: Use a variety of tools and 
techniques (including but not limited to 
surveys, economic studies, focused 
discussions) to determine social and 
economic non-market as well as market 
economic benefits of the NCA. Implement 
appropriate monitoring and inventory as 
funding allows. Engage partners to 
accomplish goals, as appropriate.  Conduct 
monitoring and inventories with affected 
communities (on-site visitors, local 
communities, partners, etc.) to increase 
understanding of recreation activity, setting 
and outcome preferences. 

Use a variety of tools and techniques 
(including but not limited to surveys, 
economic studies, focused discussions) to 
determine social and economic non-market 
as well as market economic benefits of the 
NCA. 

Use a variety of tools and techniques 
(including but not limited to surveys, 
economic studies, focused discussions) to 
determine social and economic non-market 
as well as market economic benefits of the 
NCA. 

Implement appropriate monitoring and 
inventory as funding allows. 

Implement appropriate monitoring and 
inventory as funding allows. 

Engage partners to accomplish goals, as 
appropriate. 

Engage partners to accomplish goals, as 
appropriate. 

Conduct monitoring and inventories with 
affected communities (on-site visitors, local 
communities, partners, etc.) to increase 
understanding of recreation activity, setting 
and outcome preferences. 
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SECTION 4 – MEETING SCIENCE NEEDS  
INTERNAL ORGANIZATION  
Internal organization is necessary to strategically identify and address science in D-E NCA. A 
science coordinator has been established in D-E NCA to coordinate all scientific efforts in the 
unit. The NCA ecologist will serve as the science coordinator, and will coordinate with 
appropriate specialists as needed to address science within D-E NCA.  

The role of the science coordinator is to:  

1) Coordinate and collaborate to identify and prioritize D-E NCA’s science needs;  

2) Serve as the contact person for scientific inquiries within D-E NCA. 

3) Ensure that partners and collaborators are familiar and engaged with D-E NCA’s 
documented science needs and conduct outreach to scientific organizations to expand 
science partner base;  

4) Coordinate with staff to approve science proposals;  

5) Engage and remain engaged with partners and collaborators working within D-E NCA;  

6) Ensure that results of scientific inquiries are available to BLM staff, in appropriate formats, 
including progress and final reports;  

7) Communicate results of scientific inquiries to researchers, staff, and managers both within 
and outside of the BLM, and to the general public when appropriate; and,  

8) As necessary, coordinate and collaborate to update and revise the D-E NCA science plan.  

 

Additionally, the science coordinator will:  

9) Conduct needed monitoring and scientific inquiries, as time permits, within D-E NCA;  

10) Interpret long-term data and periodically publish results, as appropriate.  

 

COLLABORATION AND PARTNERS  
It is imperative that D-E NCA have good working relationships with a variety of partners that 
can assist in the diverse scientific needs of D-E NCA. As scientific study is often not part of the 
work that BLM field staff performs, partnering with numerous outside entities can greatly 
increase the BLM’s ability to use science to improve management decisions and actions.  

 

Furthermore, collaboration between BLM offices and with other government agencies, 
universities, and science partners can ensure that all parties have a clear and common 
understanding of management needs. This type of collaboration can aid in the sharing of 
information, which can help to save time and resources by reducing duplicative effort, and can 
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help to improve outcomes on broad scales by addressing common problems with common 
solutions.  

As management questions and needs are not bound by jurisdictional boundaries, the success 
of management efforts in one geographical area will often be dependent on management 
efforts in another area. Regular conversations, inter-agency work groups, and attendance at 
regional and national meetings can help foster these relationships and collaborative 
opportunities. 

There are numerous potential partners for scientific study. When appropriate, D-E NCA will 
coordinate research needs through the cooperative networks and with appropriate partners. 
This science plan will be available on the BLM science program website and provided to 
partners on request. 

SECTION 5 – SCIENCE PROTOCOLS  
SCIENCE GUIDELINES  
It is anticipated that three main types of science are likely to occur within D-E NCA:  
1) Assessment, inventory, and monitoring;  
2) Solicited science addressing management questions/science needs; and,  
3) Unsolicited contributed scientific studies.  
 
General guidelines that apply to all of types of science in D-E NCA include:  
1) All scientific investigation must comply with relevant laws and regulations.  
2) All non-permitted external scientific investigations must be authorized, according to the 
procedures described below and as stated in the RMP.  

a. The final decision maker for granting authorization will be the D-E NCA manager.  
3) Science should not impact the long-term health or sustainability of the resources of D-E 
NCA, especially the values for which D-E NCA was designated.  

a. If impacts are anticipated, appropriate mitigation measures will be required and the 
potential gains should be carefully considered and weighed against potential impacts.  

4) A balance must be maintained between research and education, and preservation and 
protection of D-E NCA resources.  

SCI-MA-01: The general management approach regarding collection would be to 
prohibit collection of materials from the D-E NCA except when specimens are unique, 
uncommon, or scientifically or educationally significant, and when there are significant 
benefits to understanding the D-E NCA’s purposes, management goals, or significant 
advances in general scientific understanding to be gained by collection, or when the 
site is vulnerable to vandalism or theft and there is no preferred in situ method of 
protecting the site. Significant as determined on a case-by-case basis by the 
appropriate resource specialist(s). 

5) Scientists initiating research projects within D-E NCA should be aware of existing data 
within the BLM and should incorporate these data into projects whenever possible.  
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6) Proposed research within the Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Area should comply with 
appropriate laws and regulations including the Wilderness Act of 1964 and BLM wilderness 
policy (Manual 6340)  

a. Proposals must be carefully evaluated for legal and policy compliance, scientific 
merit, and impacts and benefits (Landres 2000). A set of worksheets may be used to 
ensure that scientific proposals are evaluated in a consistent way and should be 
completed for each scientific proposal considered within the wilderness area (found 
here: http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=toolboxes&sec=resSciAct).  

7) D-E NCA staff should use all available monitoring protocols to achieve adequate monitoring 
of the resources of D-E NCA (see Appendix C).  

 

SCIENCE AUTHORIZATIONS  
Scientific study within D-E NCA will be authorized as stated in the D-E NCA RMP. 

SCI-AU-01: Require a permit or authorization from BLM for all research 
(paleontological, cultural, and other). Require reports as part of the permitting and 
authorization process. 

 
The process described below is not meant to replace or duplicate these processes. When a 
prior process is already in place, it will take precedence and researchers will only need to 
complete one permitting process. The process outlined below will only take affect when no 
other permitting process applies. However, permits and authorizations will be shared between 
appropriate BLM state office and field office staff for research taking place within D-E NCA.  
 
All requests should be carefully considered, weighing potential benefits and costs. The 
following process has been adapted from other NCL units.  
1. Scientist submits proposal to D-E NCA science coordinator.  

a. Proposals must include:  
i. Investigators 

1. Contact information for the principal investigator including name, title 
and affiliation, email address and phone number. 
2. Names and affiliations for additional investigators.  
3. Investigator qualifications relevant to the proposed project. 

ii. Summary of proposed research (not to exceed 5 pages) including  
1. A brief explanation of background information including clear study 
objectives;  
2. Rationale for research; include a description of the importance and 
relevance of the issue to be investigated to science and to the NCA.   
3. Research methods and proposed location(s) including methods and 
protocols, proposed collections, and proposed data analysis.  
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4. Schedule of work including a timeline for field work, analysis, 
reporting, and completion dates. 
5. Outline of public outreach effort, if appropriate.  
6.  Describe the proposed products to be generated as part of the project 
(publications, reports, collections, GIS data, etc.) 
7.  Budget including a brief outline of expenses associated with the 
project and expected funding source(s).   

2. The proposal will be considered by the D-E NCA science coordinator for completeness. The 
coordinator will consult with staff specialists, as appropriate, to determine if the proposal is:  

a. Complete;  
b. Conforms to the D-E NCA Science Guidelines (including all relevant laws and 
regulations);  
c. Conforms to the D-E NCA Resource Management Plan. 

3. The science coordinator will brief the D-E NCA manager on the review of the science 
proposal. Subsequently, the D-E NCA manager (or the manager’s designee) will grant or deny 
authorization to conduct the scientific investigation.  
4. If a proposal is denied authorization:  

a. A letter of denial will be provided to the scientist, and will include justification for the 
denial.  
5. If a proposal is granted authorization:  

a. A determination will be made as to what, if any, NEPA analysis is necessary.  
b. A letter of authorization will be provided to the scientist, signed by the D-E NCA 
manager (or the manager’s designee). The authorization may include stipulations such 
as NEPA analysis requirements, time limits, geographic limits, reporting requirements, 
and public outreach requirements.  
c. The proposal will be added to an internal tracking document of on-going scientific 
investigations in D-E NCA, accessible by all D-E NCA staff.  
d. Reporting requirements for all scientific investigations will require:  

i. Progress reports (at least annually), filed with the science coordinator;  
1. Progress reports should include status of the investigation and 
preliminary findings when possible.  

ii. Final reports, filed with the science coordinator;  
1. Final report should include:  

a. Research background and results;  
b. Discussion of the results including how the results are relevant 
to the NCL unit and potential management decisions;  
c. A summary of the public outreach effort if appropriate;  
d. Raw data where appropriate; and,  
e. Electronic copies of any published papers resulting from the 
scientific investigation.  

iii. Manager’s summary report  
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1. Manager’s summary reports are brief presentations (in any 
appropriate format) of research results to BLM managers, which ensure 
that:  

a. Management questions are answered;  
b. Managers have a full understanding of scientific findings; and,  
c. Managers can incorporate these findings into their 
management decisions.  

iv. If results of research are not sensitive material (for example some 
cultural and paleontological studies), a public outreach component.  

6. The authorization is routed to D-E NCA and GJFO and/or UFO staff.  
a. Copies of the authorization will be made available to BLM staff, for example on the 
shared drive.  

i. Sensitive topics, for example location of specific cultural or paleontological 
sites, should be excluded from public information for protection of resources.  

7. Research is initiated.  
a. Research must be conducted according to the stipulations outlined in the 

authorization.  
8. Research is completed, and final report is filed with the science coordinator.  
 

SECTION 6 – ORGANIZATION AND COMMUNICATION OF 
COMPLETED SCIENCE  
 

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION OF COMPLETED SCIENCE  
All reports, as described in Section 5, submitted to the D-E NCA science coordinator will be 
stored and organized on a shared drive, or via a similar medium (e.g. a Sharepoint site), 
accessible by all D-E NCA staff. The science coordinator should aim to organize periodic 
presentations of scientific results to D-E NCA staff.  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BROADER BLM ORGANIZATIONS OF COMPLETED 
SCIENCE  
The D-E NCA science coordinator will comply, in a timely manner, with all requests for 
completed scientific investigations, information, and/or reports from BLM Field Offices, 
District Offices, State Offices, and Washington D.C. Office.  

 

COMMUNICATING SCIENTIFIC RESULTS TO THE PUBLIC  
The science coordinator will strive to make information on science projects within D-E NCA 
accessible to the general public. The format to present material may include but is not limited 
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to: links to short informational videos or written descriptions of scientific inquiries occurring 
within D-E NCA, public presentations, and citations of published research papers.  

 

The general public has a vested interest in D-E NCA, which is heavily utilized by varied outdoor 
enthusiasts. Thus, sharing what research is occurring (or has occurred) within D-E NCA and 
why it is occurring (or has occurred) should be a priority, and can help avoid confusion and 
discontent that can stem from misunderstandings about the nature of scientific inquiries. 
However, while communication with the public is important, sensitive information about 
certain scientific projects may need to be kept confidential to ensure the protection of these 
resources. 

 

SECTION 7 – INTEGRATING SCIENCE INTO MANAGEMENT  
INTEGRATING SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS INTO MANAGEMENT DECISIONS  
It is the responsibility of the science coordinator to ensure that scientific findings are 
communicated to managers and specialists. Managers can then use scientific information as 
they deem appropriate.  

Written progress reports, final reports, published papers, and manager’s summary will all be 
available to decision-makers, as described in Section 6, to help inform decisions. Furthermore, 
direct dialogue between scientists and managers will be encouraged. 
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SECTION 8 – SIGNATURE PAGE 
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