
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SPRING BASIN 

Designated as a wilderness in 2009, the Spring
Basin Wilderness area encompasses 6,378 acres of
stunning scenery. Numerous vista points give the
visitor a sweeping view of the John Day River val-
ley and solitude is provided by the remote canyons
and vegetative diversity. These highly scenic set-
tings set the stage for outstanding opportunities for
recreation activities such as photography, hiking,
and nature study. 

    This area provides for a unique combination of
ecosystems, including: Palouse grass-
land province/wheatgrass, bluegrass, 
and sagebrush steppe. At present, 
there are no similar wilderness areas  
containing both of these ecosystems 
with this type of biological diversity. 
Most portions of the Spring Basin 
area appear in a natural condition and 
are primarily affected by the forces of nature.  

A closer look around will reveal a huge variety of
wildlife species including mule deer, chukar, gold-
en eagles, prairie falcons, bobcats, California quail, 
meadowlarks, and mountain bluebirds. Our friend,
the northern bald eagle, is also an occasional winter 
resident. 
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