Attachment 7
Buffalo Proposed Resource Management Plan Revision and
Final Environmental Impact Statement

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

The BLM currently manages 28,931 acres within the Planning Area as Wilderness Study Areas.
Here, the BLM proposes to manage one unit to protect its wilderness characteristics. This closes
the area to motorized use, fluid mineral leasing and contains no surface occupancy stipulation
(with no exceptions, modifications or waivers). These restrictions on salable mineral
development, renewable energy development, commercial woodcutting, along with the
withdrawal of locatable mineral entry, exclusion of right-of-ways, and prohibition of all other
surface-disturbing activities are not compatible with retaining or enhancing natural values (pp.
257-258; Record # LWC-6002, Proposed RMP). Managing additional areas for restrictive use is
not justified and the proposed RMP Revision acknowledges the difficulty in managing the
proposed unit:

“The northern portion of the unit is adjacent to numerous summer homes and
cabins, creating wildland-urban interface that may require mechanical thinning to
prevent wildfire. The Billy Creek Road is a cherry-stemmed route in the
northwest portion of the unit. The BLM manages a nonmotorized trail, the Poison
Creek Trail, to provide hiking opportunities and access for anglers off of the Billy
Creek Road. The unit is about 3.5 miles across at its widest point and
approximately 0.25 mile wide at its narrowest location in the southern portion.”
(p. 439 of the Draft RMP)

I do not support the BLM proposal to manage additional lands for wilderness characteristics. In
this instance, I request that the BLM reject Alternative D.
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