Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument

Designated Federal Official: Cindy Staszak
Advisory Committee (MAC)

 

August 5, 2016 Meeting Minutes

Recorder:  Larry Crutchfield

______________________________________________________________________________


Meeting called to order on August 5, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. by Monument Manager Cindy Staszak, the Designated Federal Official for the GSENM Advisory Committee (MAC); and MAC Chair Link Chynoweth.

MAC Members in Attendance: Link Chynoweth (Livestock Permitee/Chair), Wes Thompson (Geology), Dirk Clayson (Kane County Commissioner), Phil Hanceford (Environmental), Kevin Heaton (State), Julie Howard (Archaeology), Norm McKee (Wildlife), Doug Reagan (Systems Ecology), Ganaver Timican (Tribal Interests)  

Present by phone - Mike Friedman (Outfitter/Guide), Keith Watts (Education), Randall Irmis (Paleontology) 
MAC Members Excused from Meeting: N/A
MAC Members Not Attending:  Leland Pollack (Garfield County Commissioner)  
Monument Staff In Attendance: Larry Crutchfield, Public Affairs; Katherine Farrell, Environmental Coordinator; Carolyn Shelton, AMM, Science and Visitor Services; Theresa Rosasko, AMM, Resources; Cindy Ledbetter, Acting Planning & Environmental Coordinator
Non-Monument BLM Personnel in Attendance:  None
Other Agency Personnel in Attendance:  None

Members of the Public in Attendance:  Noel Poe, Executive Director, GSEP; Larry Spanne, President, GSEP; Sage Sorenson, GSEP; Tom Hoyt, Boulder
Agenda
Welcome:  Staszak 
Administrative Remarks:  Crutchfield

· Reviewed meeting conduct with attendees.  When the meeting is in session, only discussion between committee members should take place; GSENM staff & public should remain silent unless called upon by the committee.  A public comment period is available at the end of the meeting for the public to address the MAC on any subject.  Operate under Robert’s Rules of Order.
· Lunch arrangements.

· Turn in Hotel receipts/mileage claims before departing.

Introductions:  Committee members introduced themselves & gave a five-minute or less synopsis of their bio/interests; followed by GSENM staff members & members of the public. 
FACA and the MAC:  Crutchfield
· George Washington first to use advisory committee
· Today:
· An average of 1,000 advisory committees
· More than 60,000 members
· Advise the President and the Executive Branch
· Disposal of high-level nuclear waste
· National fight against Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
· Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
· Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972 - The U.S. Congress formally recognized the merits of seeking the advice and assistance of our Nation’s citizens with the Federal Advisory Act of 1972.  At the same time, Congress also sought to assure that advisory committees:
· Relevant/Objective Advice open to the Public
· Act promptly to complete their work
· Comply w/cost controls and recordkeeping requirements
· Role of Federal Advisory Committees
· Provide advice on issues affecting federal policies/programs
· Allows the Public opportunity to provide input through the advisory committee
· Monument Advisory Committee provides advice to the Designated Federal Official; decision making rests with the DFO (Monument Manager).

· Committee Charter is two years; member terms are three years.

· Secretary of the Interior signs charter/appoints members

· Committee charter differs slightly from the MMP’s make-up, roles and responsibilities due to evolution of applicable laws, regulations and at the discretion of the Secretary.

· Original charter was much more detailed re: committee operations, quorum, etc.; administrative operational information moved from charter to by-laws
(Passed out & reviewed the Charter with MAC)
· While reviewing subcommittee language contained within the Charter, it was noted that subcommittees may not provide recommendations directly to the DFO; must go through the entire MAC.

· Subcommittees may have members from outside the MAC; but must be chaired by a MAC member

· MAC should strive to reach consensus with recommendations; however, it is not necessary.  If there is a dissenting opinion, it should also be provided with the MAC-approved recommendation (example – the Supreme Court)

· Staszak – It is healthy to hear all sides of the issue if the MAC cannot reach consensus.
· Recommendations from the MAC may not be able to be implemented for a variety of reasons; DFO’s responsibility to inform the MAC of what we are doing with the recommendations and our rationale.

· Chynoweth – asked for confirmation that the Monument manager did not have to implement the committee’s recommendations.

· Crutchfield  - that is correct.  The MAC is advisory only, and its recommendations are not directive; it is the manager’s decision to implement a recommendation or not.

(Passed out & reviewed the By-Laws with MAC)

· While reviewing the By-Laws, the following questions were asked:
· In the past, Ad Hoc subcommittee meeting dates were not published in the Federal Register.   The DFO determined that these subcommittees were established to do research and gather information to be reviewed by the whole MAC during an FRN-published meeting.  Current guidance from the BLM State Office is to publish all meetings of subcommittees, including Ad Hoc subcommittees.

· ACTION:  DFO will review/discuss the Ad Hoc requirements with the SO and report back to the MAC during the next meeting.

· Hanceford – Requested that prior to a MAC meeting, the Chair or DFO ask MAC members for agenda items to be discussed.

· ACTION: DFO/Chair agreed to send out a call for agenda items before each meeting.

· Reagan:  By-Laws are not specific as to how the Chair/Vice Chair is determined – by vote or appointment.  Nor is there anything written about term limits.  No strong feelings in any direction, just noting that the By-Laws are not clear on the process.

· McKee:  It was mentioned that in the case of a county commissioner serving on the MAC not being reelected, can the By-Laws be changed to allow the newly elected official to automatically replace the outgoing individual on the MAC?

· Crutchfield: No.  By FACA rules, the replacement must go through the public nomination process that was used to originally fill the position.

· ACTION:  Entire MAC should review By-Laws prior to the next meeting and be prepared to discuss/make any changes/additions to the By-Laws. 
MAC Business: Chynoweth (MAC Chairman)

· Review/Discuss/Approve July 2014 MAC Meeting Minutes

· Discussion:  No discussion on the minutes; however, question was asked why the MAC had not met in some time.
· Staszak – A lack of quorum & need for updated charter prevented meeting.

· Motion to Approve the Minutes – Howard/McKee
· Motion Approved – Unanimously

Manager’s Report: Staszak
· This section of the meeting will inform the committee on the inner workings of the Monument – what we face from a management standpoint, and what we do at the Division levels; giving members a better perspective of the Monument, which in turn, will allow each of you to better understand how you may help.
(Passed out & reviewed Table of Organization)
· Monument staffing levels have fluctuated greatly over the years as budgets/priorities within the agency have fluctuated.

· Science Program Administrator position is currently vacant – works closely with the MAC.

· Budget has been flat for several years.  Monument submits proposed projects a year or more out; sometimes the project money isn’t approved until after the new Fiscal Year starts.  Budget process is a challenge.

· This year GSENM did get some one-time funding that allowed us to do additional monitoring, projects, facilities maintenance, and 20th anniversary celebration.

· GSENM Accomplishments – Handed out copies of 2015 Manager’s Report 
Science & Visitor Services Division: Carolyn Shelton
· Visitor Services

· Visitor Centers - 2015
· Escalante
  64,230

· Kanab
  
  47,312

· Cannonville
  36,018

· Big Water
  36,792

· Total                 184,352

· May 2016 – 49% increase at EIC from prior year

· 2015:   9,831

· 2016: 14,690

· Recreation use – Visitation Trends – In 2015, 912,055 visitors to the Monument

· Backcountry Program

· 4 BLM Rangers

· 1.9 Million Acres

· 3,545 visitor contacts

· 2,232 pounds trash removed

· 12,053 feet of vehicle tracks removed

· 92 fire pits removed

· 258 lbs. of human waste removed

· 1050 campsites monitored

· Important visitor safety & regulation messages

· 12 New Trailhead Signs Installed
· Wilderness Characteristics Inventory
· Began multi-year effort with interdisciplinary team to conduct wilderness characteristics inventories on areas never inventoried (480,143 acres

· Visitor Use Monitoring
· Analysis of Critical Visitor Use Management Issues in the Escalante Canyons by Dr. David Cole

· Facilitated internal workshops to identify key resource issues, impacts, and options for resolving issues

· Key Issues

· Dispersed Camping Impacts

· Graffiti and Vandalism

· Human waste and water quality

· Crowding and congestion

· Special Recreation Permits

· 115 SRPs operating in 2016

· 10 New operators 2016

· 90 operators in 2015

· 76 operators in 2010 (51% increase in six years)

· Dedicated BLM SRP Administrator ranger

· Letters of Agreement to commercial or organized groups like Tour of Utah, Rockwell Relay, Top of Zion Race, Escalante Canyons Marathon, weddings & family reunions. 

· New BLM Manuals

· National Monuments & NCAs

· Wilderness Study Areas 

· Inventory and Management of Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

· Wild & Scenic Rivers

· National Historic Trails

· Interpretation & Education

· Visitor Center-based school fieldtrips –1000+ local students

· 40 youth internships & employment

· In-school Programs

· Audubon Bird Count  3000 students

· Earth Day  800 students

· Western Legends  700 students

· Escalante Artist in Residence  300 students

· Seven GSENM traveling dinosaur exhibits

· Walks & Talks Series though the year

· 30 Events with more than 8000 participants, including 3750 elementary students

· Cultural Youth Programs
· 41 cultural presentations to schools & special interest groups

· Arch & Paleo School Discovery Trunks go statewide (GSEPartners) 

· Locally used by Kanab Elementary 4th grade teachers to prepare classes for SAGE testing every spring. 

· Artist-In-Residence
· Allows uninterrupted time for artists to pursue work and share with public about this special place

· Provides art and education about GSENM 

· Promotes a deeper understanding & appreciation

· May AiR with Earthfest in Kanab

· September AiR with Escalante Arts Festival

· USU Master Naturalist Program

· 5 local citizens enrolled in USU course on archaeology, paleontology, botany on GSENM

· Received certification

· Future volunteers to help with education programs – ?? hours required

· Partnerships

· Grand Staircase-Escalante Partners (GSEP) & Glen Canyon Natural History Association
· Paleontology
· Discoveries – Important finds made since 2012:
· Rainbows and Unicorns Tyrannosaur Site

· DMNS cf. Agujaceratops sp.

· Basilemys bonebed with eggs and soft tissue

· New Parasaurolophus skull

· Two nearly complete Denazinasuchus skulls (crocodylian)

· Possible new dwarf genus of non-Parasaurolophus lambeosaur. 
· New Dinosaurs Named

· Nasutoceratops titusi (July, 2013)-first late Campanian centrosaur described from the southern U.S.

· Lythronax argestes (Nov., 2013)-oldest known true tyrannosaurid (T-rex-like animal)

· Adelolophus hutchisoni (Dec., 2014)-oldest known lambeosaurine hadrosaur

· Machairoceratops cronusi (April, 2016)-new Diabloceratops-like ceratopsian from upper Wahweap Formation. 

· New animals to be named in 2016-2017:

· Kaiparowits Formation- Pachycephalosaur

· Kaiparowits Formation- 2 ankylosaurs

· Tropic Shale- New mosasaur (oldest from North America)

· Other notables: 

· Publication by Alf Museum of Baby Joe, the baby Parasaurolophus. This is most complete baby hadrosaur fossil ever found in North America. The specimen is currently on exhibit in Tokyo, Japan.   
· Collection – Inventory and Specimen Collection are Backbone of Program

· Major Partners

· DMNS

· NHMU

· ALF Museum

· About 35,000 acres covered since 2016.

· Helicopter Support Critical for Inventory and Collection
· Paleo Lab
· Lab Manager & Volunteer Coordinator employed as “hosted worker” by Grand Staircase-Escalante Partners (GSEP)

· Currently 19 trained, dedicated volunteers

· In 2015, 140 projects prepared by volunteers – some take up to 4 years! Nearly 3,000 hours of labor!

· In 2015, Dr. Alan Titus and Lab Manager Katja Knoll gave approximately 100 paleo lab tours
· Books
· Published by Glen Canyon Natural History Assn 

· Release in Fall 2016

· Cultural Resources

· Watson Cabin

· Early historic structure - late 1890s/early 1900s

· Local ranchers used as line shack for decades

· Stabilization of historic Frank Watson Cabin 

· April 2012-2016

· Contractor John Azar working for GSEP + volunteers

· In WSA: supplies brought in by backpack or pack train

· Popular stopover for hikers in Hackberry Canyon

· Hot Issues

· Grafitti & Vandalism of Cultural Sites

· Site Stewards

· Year 6 of the successful Site Steward Program

· GSENM conducted a training in Kanab this year

· Working through a BLM grant, GSEP coordinates volunteer “Citizen Scientists”

· 20 trained volunteer stewards monitor dozens of sites; over 100 site visits recorded annually

· 2011-2016

· Annual Field Crew

· NEPA Related inventory and clearance for Realty, Recreation, and Range Mgmt. Work

· Monitoring Archaeological Sites

· Vandalism Clean-up

· Ethnobotany

· BLM Respect & Protect $ for seasonal staff to inventory springs/riparian sites on GSENM for significant indigenous people’s plants

· How to manage for these sacred places, still important to First Nation’s people – Paiute, Hopi, Navajo, Zuni – that call GSENM “ancestral homeland?”

· Old Corral Spring: 4-year spring restoration project  with So. Paiute, engaging youth and elders 

· Science & Research

· Primary GSENM mission, for which the Monument was established

· 50 ongoing science research projects on GSENM

· 9 new research permits in 2012 in fields of biology, geology, and recreation

· Pollen Core Project

· Investigate vegetation changes associated with historic & prehistoric use 

· Extract & collect pollen cores to look at past climatic conditions & fire regimes on Kaiparowits Plateau (past 7,000 years) & Johnson Canyon area

· Develop picture of rise & fall of Fremont & Anasazi agriculture, & what changes occurred with intro of livestock in late 1800s

· Collaborative project between BLM, CPAA, NAU & Glen Canyon NRA

· Mentor grad student in thesis work

· 2012-2017

· Northern Arizona University

· Acoustic Baseline

· Inventory

· To determine current soundscape conditions and better understand how natural sounds and noise affect visitor experience [& potentially wildlife in future]

· GSENM has quietest places recorded in Lower 48 

· 2013-2017

· Southern Utah University

· Dark Skies
· Baseline Inventory

· May-June 2016  Weber St. Univ. & IDA conduct first measurements: hand-held meters + satellite imagery
· Results: 

· GSENM is the darkest location in continental US – as dark as can be measured.
· 90% of GSENM has a canopy of darkness unprecedented in U.S. for a site this size
· International Dark Sky Association proposes Monument recognition as an International Dark Sky Sanctuary, a unique title designed for BLM’s remote nature

· NO requirement for community or private land owner lighting changes

· Astro-tourism shows economic benefits to communities

· Utah Office of Tourism participation and marketing 

· Numerous Utah State & National Parks have recognition

· GSENM considering
Land Health Subcommittee:  Hanceford

· Subcommittee was tasked with compiling information and conducting research in support of the [Grazing] Plan Amendment and providing scientific oversight of submitted data provided by the public.  Its tasking was further defined make recommendations to the Monument Advisory Committee on ways to improve land health in the Monument while sustaining the many uses of the land
· Committee defined land health in its report this way:

· Land Heath describes ecosystem integrity: the degree to which the components and processes of ecosystems are self-sustaining; and capable of providing values and commodities. 

· Unhealthy lands are degraded to the point that ecological components are affected and ecological processes no longer function naturally. Unhealthy lands have a reduced capacity to provide values and commodities.1 

· 1 Unhealthy lands may require land management remediation efforts to restore the health of

· The subcommittee definition created much discussion, which resulted in the following edits to the definition:

· Land Heath describes ecosystem integrity: the degree to which the components and processes of ecosystems are self-sustaining and/or manageable with reasonable effort; and capable of providing values and commodities. 

· Unhealthy lands are degraded to the point that ecological components are affected and ecological processes no longer function naturally. Unhealthy lands have a reduced capacity to provide values and commodities.1 

· 1 Unhealthy lands may require land management remediation efforts to restore the health of the land.

· 2 In recognition of the fact that few existing landscapes are naturally maintained, proactive land management planning and projects with routine maintenance may be necessary to maintain lands in a healthy condition.
· Subcommittee also looked at data submitted by the public for use in the EIS.  Members believed the data was not verifiable and should be considered more as a comment than actual science.  The subcommittee’s recommendation on how to 

· Motion:  Heaton – Motion to accept and forward the Subcommittee’s report/findings, with the (above) changes incorporated, to the Monument Manager.

· Motion Seconded:  Thompson
· Motion approved:  Unanimous

· Question:  Hanceford – Is there utility to keeping the land health subcommittee engaged? 

· Discussion: Has the subcommittee completed all tasks originally assigned?  Should the subcommittee be an ad hoc committee that has completed their task; or made a standing subcommittee?  Discussion tabled by Chair.
Brainstorming Session – How do we make the MAC more efficient; and how do we best use subcommittees?
· Steve Burr, former MAC member & chair, was invited to attend the session by the DFO.

· Burr gave a synopsis of past MAC efforts.

· Had internal challenges with changing personnel

· Chair should be more active/communicative with the group

· State RAC has timely communications between management and members, timely minutes distributed by the DFO/Chair/Vice Chair

· State RAC has clearly defined goals/tasks, does field trips, receives division briefs just like the MAC.

· Draft agenda is sent out to all members prior to finalization.

· Thoughts to improve efficiencies:

· Better communication between DFO and Chair, then between Chair and committee members.

· Need for timely completion of the meeting minutes; and follow-though with action items.

· Better communication from GSENM management of MACs roles and responsibilities; clearly identified products to be developed
· MAC members must feel their efforts are appreciated and supported by management.

· Frequency of meetings is based on management needs

· Speed up member nominations and approvals

· Additional ideas from the MAC
· MAC was more effective and valuable when meetings were more frequent during the year.  More work can get done.  People felt they were more valued and could see the results of their work.
· Subcommittees are critical to the success of the MAC.

· Schedule meetings for the entire year.

· More communication between the MAC and GSENM specialists re: projects, needs, etc.

· Send out quarterly division reports, manager’s report, etc. to the MAC
· Ensure GSENM support staff are available for subcommittee meetings/work

· Pick up copies of GSENM’s 20th Anniversary Science Symposium Book

· Don’t let lack of budget/time prevent MAC from meeting; use conference calls; not the best way to conduct a meeting, but better than not having one

· More field trips

· Invite MAC members to attend events already planned (other than during meetings).

· Field trips to look at what the MAC/Subcommittees are actually working on.

· MAC members could individually go to the field with GSENM specialists to visit the sites (as long as no guidance/recommendation is given by the MAC member).

· List of upcoming issues the MAC might be involved. 

Public Comment

· Poe:  Updated MAC on the Escalante River Watershed Project and Grand Staircase Escalante Partners, and its support of the Monument.  Project began in 2004.  GSEP currently managing project on federal lands; 19 miles to go; 17 miles on GSENM, 2 on Glen Canyon.  By Dec 2018, will complete the first treatment of the final 19 miles.  Received $1.2 million this year in grants/private donations.  Use a contractor for private lands; 10 crews from Conservation Corps for the public lands.
MAC New Business:  Chynoweth
· Elect Vice Chair
· Nominations:
· Kevin Heaton
· Julie Howard
· Motion to close nominations:  Clayson/Reagan
· Motion approved – Unanimously
· Howard elected as Vice Chair
· Meeting schedule discussion:
· Prefer to meet quarterly; can cancel if not needed
Next Meetings:  November 3 & 4, 2016, Kanab; February 2 & 3, 2017, Kanab; May 2 & 3, 2017 Escalante; August 3 & 4, 2017, Escalante
Resources Division – Theresa Romasko

· Range/Grazing 

· During 2016 the range program is working towards completing 75 Monitoring plots including utilization, long term trend, Rangeland Health assessments and 50 Allotment Inventory and Monitoring (AIM) plots.  In addition 113 compliance inspections have been completed so far

· Livestock Grazing EIS

· This EIS, through a range of alternatives will determine which lands are available or unavailable for livestock grazing. The decisions resulting from this planning effort have the potential to affect the number of AUMs on all allotments administered by GSENM

· Botany

· Programmatic Weed EA –treated a multitude of Class A, B, and C weeds throughout the Monument using BLM specialists and County contracts

· Escalante River Watershed Partnership

· In 2016 233 acres of new Russian Olive treatments are planned on the GSENM using 6 eight person crews. An additional 541 acres of retreatment is ongoing.

· Seeds of Success

· Seed from over 30 species of plants will be gathered on the Monument for the Seeds of Success program and reclamation efforts on the Monument.  Through an agreement with the Chicago Botanic Garden, a crew of  researchers will inventory and collected locally-sourced seed from GSENM to be used on Monument restoration projects

· Restoration – reviewed project photos to show how the areas looked before and after treatments – Wildcat Spring, Fifty Mile Mountain, Pocket Hollow Spring.  Also showed willow and cottonwood cuttings planted in the springtime along Birch Creek and Henrieville Creek to promote floodplain restoration

· Wildlife

· Hummingbird and Bat Studies – the Monument continues long-term studies of bats and hummingbirds

· Hummingbirds

· In addition to noting species, weight, and key measurements, staff scientists study plant species utilized by these birds.  2016 is the seventh season for hummingbird monitoring and pollen collection.

· Over 5000 hummingbirds have been captured and 4500 + banded

· Bats

· Bats are monitored in locations ranging from 4000 feet elevation to 10,000 feet on the Monument.  Bat monitoring is also coordinated with neighboring agencies

· Wildlife Habitat Improvement Projects

· Resource staff completed wildlife water projects including installation of lids on large water storage tanks.  These tanks are often the only water source for miles, and wildlife are drawn to them.  Sometimes this results in entrapment and mortality.  The lids prevent this and also help control water evaporation.

· Sagegrouse – Reviewed Sagegrouse population map for GSENM

· Soil, Water and Air

· Updated Equipment at Climate Stations 

· Added Water Monitoring Stations

· 9 Water Rights Processed

· 5 Salinity Projects

· The Salinity Project - Several large salinity collection structures are placed across the Monument to collect highly saline soils and keep them from entering the Colorado River System.

· Eight Mile

· Eight Mile resulted in salt reduction of approximately 28.7 tons in 2016 after the dam was extended, spillway repaired and 13,000-15000 cubic yards of salt laden sediment removed from the settling pond in 2013, 2014 to restore the holding capacity of the reservoir

· Telegraph Flat -4 Structures - Cleanout the week of 6/27/2016
Planning & Support Services – Crutchfield/Ledbetter
· Comprised of three Sections:

· Administration 

· 4 staff 

· Budget, Payroll, Travel, Correspondence

· Facilities and Maintenance 

· 4 staff, 2 vacant; 1 seasonal

· Planning 

· 4 Staff, 2 vacant (PEC & GIS)

· New Branding for National Landscape Conservation System Units

· New Identifier

· New Signing

· GSENM Pilot office for the NLCS sign initiative

· 15 new portal signs along frequently travelled highways and roads.

· Included in the BLM vintage poster series of 2015 to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of National Conservation Lands

· Visitor Experience Baseline Study

· Colorado Mesa University

· Cooperative Agreement Sept.  2012

· Documenting and understanding visitor experience will allow GSENM to track changes through time and manage appropriately

· Study to include both focus groups and intercept interviews (over 60 focus groups to this point)

· Funded by NLCS Science Grant and Recreation Fees

· Phase 4 - Highway 12

· Phase 3 - HWY 89 Paria Canyons Area

· Phase 2 - Grand Staircase Area

· Phase 1 - HITR corridor using focus groups (Report available on website for Phase 1)

· Final Report Schedule for early 2018

· Deferred Maintenance Projects

· Three years of funding specific to existing locations:

· Deer Creek Campground: EA/Installation Completed

· Whitehouse Campground: EA in progress

· Calf Creek Campground: EA in progress

· Dry Fork Trail Head: EA Initiated

· GSENM NEPA Projects

· Livestock Grazing Plan Amendment & EIS – Analyzing alternatives

· Garkane Energy ROW Buckskin to Kanab & Fredonia Transmission Line Upgrade – Decision by October

· South Central Communications ROW Buckskin to Page Fiber Optic Line – Decision by October

· Calf Creek Campground Improvements Deferred Maintenance – Decision by November

· Dance Hall Rock Parking Area Construction Project

· Partnership project – GSENM, Utah Recreation Grant,   Hole in the Rock Foundation

· Project includes:

· Improved parking capacity, Vault Toilet, and Informative Panels

· Moves parking out of the direct view of the “dance floor”

· Completed June 2016

· Harward & Rees (Wayne County company) contractor

· Livestock Grazing Plan Amendment

· Newsletter mailed middle of June 2016

· Update and follow-up to Preliminary Alternative Release

· Comment report developed and available on the web

· Next opportunity to comment is the release of Draft EIS, expected 

· Alternatives to be Studied in Detail in the EIS

· The BLM and cooperating agencies completed review of the preliminary alternatives, and have developed five distinct alternative grazing management strategies that will be analyzed in detail in the EIS.  The alternatives consider diﬀerent scenarios for managing livestock and improving land health in the planning area. 

· The five alternatives represent a broad range of options for analysis of impacts.  For example, the acreage available for livestock grazing ranges from  0 to approximately 2,135,300  acres, and the associated animal unit months (AUMs) range from 0 to  approximately 107,955.  Areas closed to grazing for a variety of environmental and social reasons range from approximately 106,900 acres to 2,242,000 acres.

Motion to adjourn:   Howard
Motion approved:     Unanimously
Meeting Adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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