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HISTORY OF THE NCA

During the Upper-Jurassic Period between 146 and 156
million years ago, McInnis Canyons NCA was part of a
basin of shallow lakes, meandering streams, and sub-
tropical vegetation. Some dinosaurs got stuck in the soft
mud near ponds, where they became easy prey for meat
eating dinosaurs. If an animal or plant is quickly buried,
it may be preserved as a fossil, which happened a lot in
this area. As a result, McInnis Canyons offers an amazing
diversity of fossilized plants and animals.

About 4 million years ago during the late Cenozoic
Era, movements within the earth began to uplift an area
from Fruita to Montrose creating the Uncompahgre Pla-
teau. Canyons eroded into the northwest flank of this
uplifted area. The forces of water, wind, and gravity
continue to sculpt this spectacular landscape today.

As early as 13,000 years ago, Native Americans used
the area for hunting animals and gathering plants. By
500 AD, Fremont farmers entered west-central Colorado.
The Fremont Culture was responsible for much of the
rock art found in the area.

The Utes were the most recent Native American occu-
pants of western Colorado, and were one of the first tribes
to acquire horses. Small family groups camped, hunted,
and gathered foods in local canyons and on nearby mesas.
Utes may have walked or lived near the same trails you visit
today. Be sure to respect this area’s rich heritage.
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BECOME A FRIEND OF THE NCA

The NCA benefits from the stewardship of a local Friends
group. The Friends are committed to community stew-
ardship of Mclnnis Canyons National Conservation
Area. It is a non-partisan, non-profit, 501(c)(3), volun-
teer organization fostering cooperation among all NCA
user groups including hikers, mountain bikers, boaters,
equestrians, OHV enthusiasts, hunters & anglers, dino-
saur lovers, ranchers, scientists, and more.

Friends’ priorities include educational programs like
guided tours, guest speakers, local school programs,
and an oral history documentary video. They also host
volunteer projects such as trail work, tree planting, and
Adopt-A-Highway as well as winter mixers and National
Public Lands Day celebrations.

Visit http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/mcnca for
more information about the Friends group.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

McINNIS CANYONS NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA
2815 H Road, Grand Junction, Colorado, 81506
970-244-3000

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/nca/mcnca.html

FOR NON EMERGENCIES:
Call the Mesa County Sheriff at 970-244-3500

FOR EMERGENCIES: Call 911

This brochure printed in-part through funding from the City of Fruita and
the Grand Junction Visitor & Convention Bureau.
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Wyoming Mclnnis Canyons National Conservation Area
< \R and Black Ridge Canyons Wilderness
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; National Park Wildemess
_,z\_m_ms_m Canyons Service No Camping Area
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ion i Kokopelli's Trail ........... Non Motorized -
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Mack Ridge
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This Map was Produced by the BLM Grand Junction Field Office January 2009
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sources.This information may not meet National Map
Accuracy Standards. This project was developed through
digital means and may be updated without notice.
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A -~ M B .. 5__3& Loma Boat Mclnnis Canyons NCA is a rugged and remote landscape.
Rabbit Valley . j It can be very unforgiving of any carelessness.
Ve Campground . . - : : . ] w' i Always be prepared for your visit to the NCA.

Rabbit Valley s M \ - 5 _Ao_ao_um_:.m

Horsethief State
Wildlife Area

“Pollock m%% _n_.c:m Carry a map, compass, extra water, food, first-aid kit
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N pect to return
Carry a gallon of water per person, per day
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Use sunscreen and a hat
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Wear sturdy footwear and watch where you step
Trailhead

_A:o.i_mm Canyon L e . ! g . Odﬁ ﬁ_m_\jm

Overlook Campground h - ¥ . ) . . .

. Avoid ridge tops and open ground during lightning
storms

Be alert for flash floods in the canyon bottoms
Untreated water may not be safe to drink

Carry insect repellent to fend off the biting gnats that

Mee Canyon . y_ W j . can be a problem from May- August.

— : / \Tﬁ” Do not enter the seasonal pools that may exist in the
canyon bottoms from April-July. Sunscreens and lo-
tions can pollute these ephemeral waters.
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Lower Road
open 8/15 to 2/15

Colorado National Monument
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