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EXECUTIVE ORDER

Implementing the Utah Conservation Plan
For Greater Sage-Grouse

WHEREAS, the proper stewardship of Greater Sage-Grouse by wildlife managers,
private landowners, ranchers, federal land management agencies and others, has caused the state
of Utah to currently enjoy robust populations of Greater Sage-Grouse; and

WHEREAS, the state of Utah has management authority over Greater Sage-Grouse
populations in Utah; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service determined that listing
the Greater Sage-Grouse as a threatened or endangered species under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act was “warranted” over its entire 11 state range, including the naturally
fragmented populations in Utah, but also that the listing was “precluded” by higher priorities;
and

WHEREAS, the listing of the Greater Sage-Grouse would have a significant adverse
effect on the economy, custom and culture of the state of Utah; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service agreed, as part of the settlement of
litigation, to determine whether the listing is warranted or not warranted by September 30, 2015;
and

WHEREAS, in December 2011, Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior, invited Utah and
the 10 other western states within the range of the Greater Sage-Grouse to develop state-specific
programs to conserve Greater Sage-Grouse, and thereby preclude the need to list the species; and

WHEREAS, the Utah State Legislature and state agencies have dedicated significant
state resources to the conservation of Greater Sage-Grouse in Utah, beginning in the mid 1990s;
and

WHEREAS, the state of Utah, in 1996, through a cooperative agreement with Utah State
University Extension, has facilitated an on-going community-based conservation program that
has continuously engaged thousands of Utah stakeholders in sage-grouse Local Working Groups
to develop, implement, and evaluate the effectiveness of local conservation actions based on
knowledge generated from long-term research which have increased both the sage-grouse habitat
base and populations; and

WHEREAS, the state of Utah, through researchers at Utah State University and
Brigham Young University, has assembled and continues to add to a database of knowledge and
research concerning the Greater Sage-Grouse that spans the last 20 years, which database is the
best and only consistently reliable data set within the range of the species; and
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