MINUTES
LAS CRUCES DISTRICT RESOURCE ADVISORY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 20, 2011
LAS CRUCES NM

RAC Members Present: BLM Staff:
Tony Popp Rusty Stovall
Jim Hyatt Dwayne Sykes
Mike Walsh Ed Guerrero
Howard Bartoo Michael Downs
Ed Boykin Tom Phillips
Rod Hille Kathryn Lloyd
Billy Garrett Eric Ernst
Tim Eastep McKinney Briske
Greg Magee Leticia Lister
Michael Quintana Ray Lister

Jim McCormick
RAC Members Absent: Tom McKibben
Paul Turner Lori Allen
Ray Trejo Rena Gutierrez

Designated Federal Official:

Bill Childress
AGENDA
9:00 a.m. Meet and Greet
9:30 a.m. Welcome (Bill Childress)
9:45a.m. Introductions of RAC Members
10:00 a.m. Review of Agenda (Bill Childress)
10:10 a.m. Discussion on Charter & Operating Procedures
(Bill Childress)
10:50 a.m. Break
11:00 a.m. History of BLM (Jim McCormick)
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Las Cruces District Office Presentations

Edward Seum—Lands and Minerals Program

Leticia Lister—Rangeland Management Program

Tom Phillips—Recreation/Cultural/NLCS/Volunteer Programs
Rusty Stovall—Operations Program

Ray Lister—Biological & Watershed Program

Tom McKibbin—Fire Management Program

Dwayne Sykes—Land Use Planning/TriCounty Planning Effort
Lori Allen—Prehistoric Trackways National Monument RMP
Eddie Guerrero—International Border/Military Coordination



2:00 pm Election of Chairperson (Bill Childress)
2:30 pm Public Comment Period
3:00 pm Break
3:15 pm Future meeting topics (Suggestions to Chairperson)
Fire (Wildfire & Rx Fire)
Off Highway Vehicle use
Restore NM
Access to Public Lands
RMP updates
Recreation Fees (Required)
Illegal Trash dumps
AML
Budget
3:30 pm Field Trip Options (Bill Childress)
> How long (full day or % day)
> How often (once a year)
> Topics to see?
3:45 pm Next Meeting(s): (Rena Gutierrez)
Date: January 25, 2012
Time: Start time: 9:00 a.m. End time: 4:00 p.m.
Place: Las Cruces District Main Conference Room
Public Comment Time: 2:30 p.m.
Potential Agenda Topics:
Recreation Fees, Access, Illegal Dumping, Restore New Mexico, RMP
Updates, Land Tenure Adjustments.
4:00 pm Adjourn
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1 INDEX PAGE 1  Uvas. We just have what we would view as a very
2 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF RACMEMBERS | 2 diverse resource. We have some riparian areas as
3 BY BILL CHILDRESS 3 3 well, like the Gila River and, of course, parts of
4 4  the Rio Grande, and we have a lot of springs and
5 PRESENTATIONS 5  smaller tributaries that we're responsible for
6 1 Jim McCormick 30 6 managing.
702 Edward Seum 59 7 What we're going to do today, we set the agenda
8 3 Leticia Lister 68 8  today because this is our first meeting, and I think
9 4 Tom Phillips 80 9 it's important for us to give you folks an overview
10 5 Rusty Stovall 93 10  of some of the things that we're doing within our
11 6 Ray Lister 109 11  district, and that might help decide what things you
12 7 Tom McKibbin 123 12  want to sink your teeth into and work on with us to
13 8 Dwayne Sykes 127 13  give us opinions and advice on where we need to
14 9 Lori Allen 140 14  head.
15 10 Eddy Guerrero 147 15 Before we get too much further down the road, I
16 16  would like to, first of all -- once again, my name
17 PUBLIC COMMENTS 17  is Bill Childress, I'm the district manager, and I'm
18  Bud Starnes 139 18  getting a little long in the tooth. Ihave 37 years
19 ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 161 19  of Bureau of Land Management service. I've worked
20  FUTURE MEETING TOPICS/FIELD TRIP OPTIONS 166 |20  previously in New Mexico with Jim McCormick, as it
21  REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE 183 21  works out, in the now-Carlsbad field office -- used
22 22 to beresource area. But I've also worked in Nevada
23 23  and various places in Arizona. When I had an
24 24  opportunity to compete for a position back in
25 25 New Mexico, I didn't hesitate. I've always had a
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 good feel for Las Cruces. I was always a little
2 MR. CHILDRESS: Welcome, all of you, to 2 jealous being on the other side of the escarpment of
3 our first official Las Cruces Resource Advisory 3 the community of Las Cruces and the resources here,
4  Council meeting. This has been a long time coming. 4  so I was very pleased to move back into New Mexico
5  We've been working on trying to organize district 5  tomake it my home.
6  RAC for almost two years. The State director 6 Also, I'd like to introduce the staff here. We
7  thought it would be best to split the statewide RAC 7 have Jim McCormick. He's an assistant district
8 into four resource advisory councils for each of the 8  manager. He's one of the two assistant district
9  districts in New Mexico. So we have a RACin 9  managers -- the other one is vacant -- for renewable
10  Farmington, one in Albuquerque, one in the Pecos 10 resources. Jim is also been with the agency for
11  District out of Roswell, and, of course, our 11  35-plus years and a very good hand.
12  Las Cruces RAC. Ithink what we're hoping to do is 12 Eddie Guerrero, he has two main jobs here in
13 that we can concentrate and focus in on issues, and 13  our office. He's a special assistant of sorts. He
14  hopefully get your good advice on giving us 14  helps us manage our border issues. He works with
15  direction on where we need to go, concentrated on 15 the various entities along the border, and he's also
16  our 5.4 million acres. 16  focusing on bringing the military organizations
17 Our district is made up of six counties. We 17  together to communicate with us on a variety of
18  have Otero, Sierra, Dofia Ana, Luna, Grant and 18  issues.
19  Hidalgo Counties. 5.4 million surface acres, and we 19 We have Rusty Stovall. He's our chief of
20  have little bit more of that in times of subsurface. 20  operations. He also manages our GIS staff. This is
21  We have, of course, resources, Chihuahuan Desert, 21  one of the districts that has one of the most
22 but we have some really nice mountain ranges, peaks 22 comprehensive GIS staffs in the state, trying to
23 of 8,000 feet and greater. We have really special 23 bring us forward and progressing in new technology.
24  resources like, of course, the Organs, the Hatchets, 24 Leticia Lister is our supervisory rangeland
25 the Cooks Peak. We have the Robledo Mountains, Las [ 25 management specialist. She manages the range staff.
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1 She'll get into details about what her job is all 1 need to go get a drink of water, or whatever, feel
2 about. Each one of these folks will be giving a 2 freeto do that. We do have some organized breaks
3 presentation a little later on. 3 that we'll talk about here in a few minutes. Rena,
4 Ray Lister is our supervisory manager for 4  would you kind of explain to them a little bit about
5 wildlife, soil, water and air, and he also has 5 the book? .
6  responsibility of oversight of the McGregor Range, 6 MS. GUTIERREZ: What we did is, the first
7  which is the joint-use area with the military. 7  part, Part 1, is the meeting for today, and it has
8 Tom Phillips. Tom Phillips is a supervisor for 8  theagenda. It has all the presentations that are
9  cultural resources, wilderness, our national 9  going to occur today, and a place for you to take
10  monument, our historic trails, our scenic trails, 10 notes.
11  and recreation in general. So his staff is working 11 2, 3 and 4 are blank right now. Those are for
12  on providing recreational and resource objectives to 12  future meetings, so you'll take these books with
13  manage some of our special areas. 13 you
14 Edward Seum is our supervisor for lands and 14 Section 5 is the Charter.
15 minerals. We have a lot of work in the lands and 15 Section 6 is the Bylaws and Standard Operating
16  minerals realm, and his staff concentrates on 16  Procedures.
17  providing permits, authorizing use of mineral uses 17 Section 7 are contacts. And what we did is, we
18  on our landscape. 18  have the District Resource Advisory Council. So if
19 This is Dwayne Sykes. He's technically a State 19  Ican have you check that sometime today, and if
20  Office employee, but he's down here helping us focus |20  there are any changes, go ahead and let me know.
21  in one of our land-use plans, a big one, TriCounty, 21 Section 8 is general information about BLM.
22 which includes the Dofia Ana, Otero and Sierra 22 It's a fact sheet on the district. It has a map of
23 Counties, and he's working on getting that draft 23 ourdistrict. It has the BLM edition. And there's
24  perfected so we can move forward. 24 also a page in there about a book called Opportunity
25 And then we have Rena Gutiérrez, who is our 25 and Challenge, the Story of BLM. We tried to get
Page 7 Page 9
1  editorial assistant, but she's also -- she's a 1  you copies, but they're out of print right now, so
2 specialist, actually -- and she's also helping us 2 they'll come up. But there's a Web site there that
3 organize our RAC. And it's a thanks to her, Rena 3 youcan go to if you'd like to look at that.
4 and others to pull off the organization of this. 4 In the context, also, there's an extra sheet
5  She's also the person that coordinated getting the 5  in there, and what we did was, we put in the
6  books pulled together for everybody's use to try to 6  information for our management staff here in the
7  keep us as organized as possible. She arranged for 7 district, so if you need to contact them. I think
8  the refreshments as well. We do appreciate that. 8  that'sit.
9  Good job. 9 MR. CHILDRESS: Thank you very much. As]I
10 Also, we have some guests. I'll ask the guests 10  mentioned, this is really a handy book. You folks
11  to stand up and introduce themselves. 11  are welcome to take it home with you, but you can
12 MR. STARNES: Bud Starnes with NMDA. I'M |12  also leave it here if you'd like and we'll keep it
13  kind of the adjunct policy advisor here. 13  stored. The whole idea is to bring this to every
14 MR. OWEN: Les Owen with the New Mexico 14  meeting so we can update the information, put new
15  Department of Agas well. We just here to kind of 15  information in the booklet as we go through our
16  see what issues that you folks have, and to see if 16  meetings through the years. So this is really
17  we can lend any assistance or get involved in some 17  important.
18  way. 18 What I'd like to do now is have the RAC members
19 MR. CHILDRESS: 14 like to introduce our 19  introduce themselves. We had a meet-and-greet, and
20  court reporter. If you'd like to introduce 20  most of you probably have already met each other,
21  yourself. 21  but some of the staff may not have picked up who you
22 THE REPORTER: Ron Jones. 22 are. You could talk about where you're from, maybe
23 MR. CHILDRESS: A little bit of 23  what city or county, and what you represent, that
24  housekeeping. The rest rooms are just around the 24  would be good. I'll start with you.
25 corner, and also the water fountain. Whenever you 25 MR. QUINTANA: Michael Quintana,
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1 representing the New Mexico State Land Office. 1  extension service as a 4-H leader and associate
2 Additionally, I'm a small rancher -- well, I'm 2 director of New Mexico Extension Service. I've got
3 small, but I also have a small ranch in northern 3 two sons I've already found out that a lot you know.
4  New Mexico. 4 First is Doug, who is Southwest District forester up
5 MR. WALSH: I'm Norman Walsh. If you call 5  there in Socorro, part of the Forestry Division in
6  me by Norman, I won't know who you're talking to. 6  New Mexico. And then Ken, who is a research
7  Everybody calls me Mike. I'm from Deming. I'm on 7  biologist here at New Mexico State. My 30 years
8  the Luna County Soil and Water Conservation District 8  were spent in education at Cruces High and
9  Board. 9  Farmington and Mesilla Valley Christian School. If
10 MR. GARRETT: I'm Billy Garrett. I'm 10 Iremember right, my sister, Betty, who graduated
11  currently a county commissioner for Dofia Ana County. | 11  from Deming, knows somebody named Hyatt, who she
12 Iactually applied for this before I was elected, 12  graduated with over at Deming High School. Billy
13  simply because I was interested in what was going 13  Garrett one of my students at Las Cruces High --
14  on. I'm aretired National Park Service architect 14  little Billy Garrett.
15  and manager. I grew up here and came home. I 15 MR. EASTEP: My name is Tim Eastep. I've
16  appreciate the opportunity to be here and get to 16  beenin New Mexico -- Silver City -- for about five
17  know you all. 17  and a half years. I manage the Environment Land and
18 MR. HYATT: My name is Jim Hyatt. I'm 18  Water Group for the Chino and Tyrone operation.
19  from Luna County. Iranch a little bit in Luna and 19 MR. POPP: My name is Tony Popp. I don't
20  Doiia Ana County. My family has been in New Mexico | 20  recognize "Anthony" too often. I'm a retired
21  for, I don't know, six generations or something, I 21  professor at NMSU, beginning in 1981. I belong to
22  was interested in this entire procedure we've got 22 some of the conservations clubs here in town. I've
23  going on here, and I'm pleased to be here and hope 23 been working with BLM since the early '90s, when
24 to learn a lot from you guys. 24  Linda Rundell was here, doing some things back and
25 MR. BARTOO: I'm Howard Bartoo from Sierra | 25  forth. So I'm pleased to be here.
Page 11 Page 13
1 County. I went to high school there, raised there. 1 MR. CHILDRESS: Absolutely terrific to
2 My parents started a concrete company. I've taken 2 have each and every one of you as part of our RAC.
3 it oversince the '70s. We deal with minerals. 3 We Appreciate it. If you could turn to Tab No. 1,
4 Also, I have a lease on a ranch, a small ranch, only 4 let's go to the agenda. I think it's the first
5 20 head, but it's a small ranch that we deal with 5  page. I want to make sure everybody is comfortable
6  the BLM on lease. Just trying to get the way 6  with the agenda as it's laid out. We wanted to
7  through the world. That's about it. 7  really kind of get into a little bit of the charter
8 MR. HILLE: I'm Rod Hille, and I'm from 8  and operating procedures, make sure that we review
9  Sierra County. We've got the ranches there on the 9 it together, and I want to make sure we have an
10 east side of the Caballo Mountains. I've been 10  opportunity to answer any questions that you may
11  associated with permitting with BLM since 1967. 11  have about the charter and the operating procedures.
12 Other than that, I was raised here in Doiia Ana 12 And then we're going to give you a little brief
13  County, I went to school here, high school, and 13  history of the Bureau of Land Management. Jim
14  college at New Mexico State University, whichThave |14  McCormick will make that presentation, PowerPoint.
15  adegree in range management. 15  And then, as Rena pointed out, she's got a Web site
16 MR. MAGEE: I'm Greg MaGee. I moved to 16  where you can access the book that he'll refer to in
17  Las Cruces in 1987, and a couple of years ago I 17  his presentation.
18 moved out to Hidalgo County, south of Rodeo, 18 We'll break for lunch at 11:30. We thought
19  New Mexico, since I moved here, I've been out hiking | 19  originally maybe we could try to have lunch in, but
20  and camping all over the BLM lands and the 20  if I may suggest that we get through lunch in an
21  Las Cruces District, and just hope to make a good 21 hour. Hopefully, that's doable. There's plenty of
22 contribution here. There are special places in 22  little restaurants along Valley Drive. There's
23  southern New Mexico. 23  Subways, there's Chilito's, there's Dick's. There's
24 MR. BOYKIN: My name is Ed Boykin. We 24 all kinds of little places, and hopefully we can get
25  moved here in 1937 when my dad was part of the 25 _ you in and out in an hour. And then when everybody
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1 gets back from lunch, we're going to go into 1 dois, we'd pull this up on the screen, that way our
2 presentations. I would ask that each of the branch 2 visiting public can see what we're looking at as
3 chiefs to give a presentation on their programs, 3 well as the staff that may not have it in their
4 bringing you up-to-date on what's going on in their 4  hand.
5  various programs, kind of give you a feel for the 5 I'm not going to read the charter word for
6  various activities that we're responsible for 6  word. It'sin front of you. It's up there. I'm
7  managing within our district. So that will take up 7  going to highlight the main topics and insert a
8  around an hour and a half to go through that. 8 little bit of philosophy on what is meant by the
9 Then we're hoping that you folks can elect a 9  charter, or aspects of the chatter and the operating
10  chair and a vice chair, with the expectation that 10  procedures.
11  the chair or, in the absence of the chair, the vice 11 As I mentioned, this is pretty exciting for us.
12 chair can run the agenda and the meetings. Thatmay |12  We've worked with one single charter and RAC
13  be alittle hard, you might not know each other real 13  organization within our state for many, many years.
14  well. But hopefully, through the course of the 14  The state director, who is now retired, Linda
15  morning, you'll feel comfortable in making some 15  Rundell, she visited with the districts, and she
16 nominations in electing a chair. 16  wanted to create Resource Advisory Councils for each
17 What we want to do is, in the afternoon after 17  district, as I mentioned. The first thing
18  that, we want to talk a little bit about some future 18  designates it as the Las Cruces District Resource
19  meeting topics, just to kind of brainstorm some 19  Advisory Council. That's our official name, so keep
20  ideas we had, but it's all open for you folks to 20  that in mind. Then here's the authorities that
21  think about some things that you want to tackle as 21  establish and give the authority for establishing
22 well. Once you get exposed to the various 22  the RAC.
23 activities and things that we're doing within our 23 The objective and scope of the activities, this
24 district, it may stimulate some thoughts as to what 24  isreally important. The council will serve in an
25  other things you would like to chat about. 25  advisory capacity concerning the planning and
Page 15 Page 17
1 Then I want to talk about a little bit about 1  management of public land resources located within a
2 options on field trips in the afternoon, figure out 2 geographic area of the Bureau of Land Management,
3 if folks can make themselves available from time to 3 Las Cruces District Office, in the State of
4 time to do a field trip, figure out the frequency 4  New Mexico.
5  and such, and what things we might want to see down 5 Then further, the objectives are laid out in
6  theroad. 6  terms of duties. These are key terms. 4a: Develop
7 Then at the very end, we want to see if we can 7  recommendations for BLM regarding preparation,
8  set some dates for future RAC meetings. I'm in hope 8  amendment, and implementation of land-use plans.
9  that we can have at least four RAC meetings a year; 9 Right now, we have two plans that are in
10  so, for instance, every three months have another 10  preliminary draft stage, and we have two employees
11  RAC meeting. We'll lay it out, the months, and then 11  that will give you a briefing on that later on this
12  we can figure out if there's a day that's best for 12  afternoon. So as we move closer to getting those
13  all. That way, we can sort of organize ourselves, 13  plans out on the street, we're hoping that you
14  we'll be in a better position. We have to post this 14  become familiar with the plans, the range of
15  in our Federal Register Notice when we're having 15  alternatives, and participate in some of the public
16  meetings, and we'll be able to organize news 16  meetings that we have after we roll it out to the
17  releases to see if the public would like to 17  public, and that would give you an opportunity to
18  participate or be here when we have our RAC 18  engage with some of your constituents out there in
19  meetings. So we'll talk a little bit about that, 19  terms of their perspectives and views. I want you
20  and then, of course, we'll adjourn at that point. 20  to bereal familiar with some of the components of
21 Any questions about the agenda? Does everybody |21 it, not word for word, but some of the major topics
22 feel pretty comfortable with the agenda? All right. 22  of your interests so you can articulate that to the
23  Moving right along, why don't we get into the 23  public when we have our public meetings. That would
24  discussion of the charter and the operating 24  be very helpful.
25 procedures. Do we have that? What I thought we'd 25 Of course, Advise -- that's an advisory
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MS. GUTIERREZ: Yes. Ineed it in
January, and all that.

MR. POPP: As December gets close, if
anybody has any problems, let's remember to send a
note out to everybody that we're going to do it on
the 25th. Well send a note out early in December,
the first week in December. If people have problems
with the 25th, we'll know right then, and see if we
can change it before the public notice goes out,
because if we have to put it in the Public Register.

MR. CHILDRESS: Do you want to look at
April? Is that too far?

MR. POPP: That's probably too far.

MR. CHILDRESS: Keep in mind, we're
looking at April, July, and then back to September.

MR. POPP: Yeah. We may have to adjust if
we're going to have a field trip and they need a day
and a half. We can talk about that. We're probably
talking about 13th, 14th of April, somewhere in
there. Certainly, we don't want to do it on the
15th, because that will be the start of turkey
season, but that's okay.

MR. BARTOO: Right before tax day.

MR. POPP: Income tax day. So we're
looking somewhere in there. But we'll probably have
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would like to thank the staff, Bill and everybody
else -- Rena has something.

MS. GUTIERREZ: Just a couple of
administrative-type things. I'm going to order name
plates, so I need the name you want to use. Okay?
I've got Tony, I've got Tim. So if you have any
changes, let me know.

The other thing that I wanted to mention was
that we had you fill out a GovTrip form, and you all
filled one out. I need to get a couple of more
people to get that input. And the rules are, you're
governed by our rules. And what it is, you have to
be in travel status 13 hours before you can get
reimbursed for your meals. You have to travel
50 miles one way to get reimbursed for mileage. But
the reason I'm wanting all of you to do this is,
there may be situations where you may travel
further, you may have the meeting someplace else.
So I think Mr. Boykin, Mr. Hille, I believe you two
are the only ones that I don't have it for. Tim, I
know -- it's up to you. You do have a choice. You
don't have to fill out the form.

MR. POPP: I think for most of us, we're
not going to be doing any of that except if we go on
field trips. And then if we take private cars and

SLD(D\IO'\U!&-LA)I\JO—'

NNONNNNNR P RPR R PR Re
VB WNFRFOWOJAU & WN

Page 179 Page 181
a field trip someplace. We'll all work with Bill to 1 go there, then that might apply.
put an agenda together, send out a tentative agenda 2 MS. GUTIERREZ: So it's to your benefit
to you all, hopefully maybe get some information for 3 that we just have the information in our system. I
some other things. 4 think that's all I have.
MR. CHILDRESS: Any E-mails to me, if you 5 MR. POPP: Anything else? I will go on to
could cc Rena as well, I'd appreciate it. That way, 6  say again that I thank Bill for putting this
if I'm gone, and there's some kind of organizational 7  together. Ithank him for the opportunity for being
thing, have a question about this or that, she might 8  onanother RAC. And I want to think all the staff
be able to run it down for you. 9  people who have made presentations today. It's very
MR. WALSH: We're talking 9:00 to 4:00 10  informative and started us out in the right
right here? 11  direction, and I think identified some areas where
MR. CHILDRESS: Yes, if this works for 12  we can be of some help. Bill, do you want to make
everybody. 13  any other comments?
MR. HILLE: I'd like to direct a question 14 MR. CHILDRESS: No. Ireally do
to a BLM employee, I don't know which one, and the 15  appreciate all of your participation. Ihope that
lands, probably. Has it been determined whether 16  we can fill the other alternate role and the
it's going to be an EA or an EIS on the southern 17  alternates. I really would like the alternates to
road from the spaceport? 18  be able to make the meetings as well to keep in the
MR. CHILDRESS: For the spaceport. 19  flow of things and be there to step in when
MR. HILLE: The southern road and route. 20  necessary to make sure we have a quorum. I would
MR. CHILDRESS: Yes, we're looking hard at 21  greatly appreciate it. I thank you guys very much
being able to do it at the environmental assessment 22  for your time, and thanks to all the staff for all
level. 23 your hard work.
MR. POPP: Any other comments, business, 24 MR. POPP: Do I have a motion for
by the committee? I guess, as the new chairman, [ 25  adjournment?
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1 MR. BARTOO: Motion to adjourn.
2 MR. POPP: Do I hear a second?
3 MR. QUINTANA: Second.
4 MR. POPP: All those in favor? We're
5 done.
6 (The proceedings concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 Resource Advisory Council Meeting
October 20, 2011
2
3 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
4 I, Ronald H. Jones, RMR, New Mexico CCR No. 31,
5 DO HEREBY CERTIFY that on October 20, 2011, the
6  Proceedings in the above-captioned matter were taken
7 before me, that I did report in stenographic
8 shorthand the Proceedings set forth herein, and that
9  the foregoing pages are a true and correct
10 transcription to the best of my ability.
11 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither employed by
12 norrelated to nor contracted with (unless excepted
13 by the rules) any of the parties or attorneys in
14  this case, and that I have no interest whatsoever in
15  the final disposition of this case in any court.
16
17
18 RONALD H. JONES, RMR
Certified Court Reporter No. 31
19 License Expires: 12/31/11
Jones Reporting Services, LLC
20 506 S. Main Street, Suite 630
Las Cruces, NM 88001-1237
21 575-523-0217
22
23 Proofed by: D. Servis
24
25
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