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Welcome & Introductions

9:30 a.m. - Chairman Vince Garcia opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  He announced that the Mojave Southern RAC is also meeting in Ely today.  All attendees introduced themselves and stated their profession.  

I. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

No quorum.

II. NOXIOUS WEEDS, GRASSHOPPERS, & MORMON CRICKETS UPDATE
- Helen Hankins distributed a handout on the weeds program in the Elko Field Office.  This year Elko will treat 4000+ acres of weeds.  Elko’s goal is to double treatment acreage every year until we get to 30,000 acres. Crickets/grasshoppers-BLM needs to have docs in place to use chemicals, done 3 years ago. Treatment is done by APHIS. Noxious weeds are a serious issue and BLM will complete inventory of the Elko District this fiscal year. 

- Stephanie Connolly reported that the Ely Field Office is still functioning as part of a tri- county program that was budgeted for 500,000 acres and completed 2.5 million. 

- Chairman Garcia asked if BLM is looking at potential sources of how they got there?  Helen Hankins responded that yes, there are documents in place to minimize spread of weeds.  For the fire program, buckets and engines/vehicles wash off in one place. Permits have requirements for identifying weeds.   Weeds are found along waterways and disturbed areas. Vehicles are a factor in their spread including 4-wheel drives or motorcycles, and all-terrain vehicles.  

- Discussion about the use of weed-hay, the use of sheep to control weeds, and permitting.  Helen Hankins noted that the BLM weed staff has been trying to raise awareness, will look at all permitting and make sure there are restrictions. The whole district has to be included in permit. If not there now, need to prevent them from coming. People using the land are proactive in not spreading.  Bill Van Bruggen commented that the forest implemented weed free hay. At all trail entrances there are signs informing people. On Harrison pass, dirt came from an infected area, and now there are weeds there. 

- Stephanie Connolly described that the Ely Field Office is trying to develop a program for treatment and inventory. They will have data compiled and available to public. The website is linked to other sites for identification and how to treat (national landscape coalition). 

- John Ellison remarked that both Elko County and Battle Mountain contribute to Diamond Valley Weed District, which is very useful for the program. The question is: is there staffing and community support to administer the program?  We need to develop the opportunities for the local communities to be involved, and private involvement as well. Get with the Department of Agriculture and others to educate people on opportunities.

- Helen Hankins discussed the RAC-sponsored summit in Elko County to talk about noxious weeds – will establish a Cooperative Weed Management Area.  Elko County commissioners and other locals are getting together to plan for Elko County. Three fourths of the work will be done by permittees or contracts.  BLM is not attempting to do it all ourselves. Needs to be community based with an administrative mechanism to ensure participation and plans.  More of the ranchers are appreciating that this is a problem.  John Ellison commented that the Diamond Mountain Weed District is at the  limit of what it can do on public.  Non-federal entities can only go so far. 

- Jeff White asked if all of the BLM administered lands covered under NEPA [for weeds]?  Helen Hankins said that in Elko there is an EA that covers the entire district.

Jerry Smith added that there are three district EAs (Battle Mountain, Winnemucca, and Elko).

III. VEGETATION DRAFT GUIDELINES
- Discussion about cheat grass and reclamation; that areas on public lands in Elko and Ely are not “written off.”  Helen Hankins noted that according to some scientists - under certain conditions you won’t be successful at reclaiming an area. BLM doesn’t have a policy stating that.  Barry Perryman said he left guidelines as written to generate discussion.  Cheat grass is not on state’s list to do anything about, not written off but have reprioritized.  There are millions of acres of it and very few resources to divert in that direction. Can rehabilitate after fire, but until Congress funds GBRI, we will do good things, but not everything.  Patsy Tomera noted that the government brought in cheat grass – it’s food for wildlife and birds.

- Jeff White said he will get the RAC a copy of paper of ecological restoration for the  Columbia River Basin area, but concept applies here - risk and feasibility. 

- Berry Perryman discussed a group in Orovada (wildfire support group) and their effort to deal with fuels and cheat grass on the Winnemucca District.  It has involved into fuels management and restoration.  The BLM Washington Office is very interested in this. Underway for 2 years. Where possible (10 allotments been targeted) – called “Chasing cheat grass project.”    Methods include variable seasons, animal numbers, not new things, but things that haven’t been used lately; and using cattle and sheep to reduce fuels and start restoration process. The BLM Director has been out twice.  This is hot in Washington at the Department of Interior and they are asking for it to proceed. NEPA is more problematic than getting the money. Getting land use, but looking at it as a land management tool. How are we going to reduce fuel loads?  Sonoma Canyon has 6200 pounds [cheat grass] per acre. 

- Discussion about the intent of the Vegetation Guidelines and how to proceed for this point.  Jerry Smith recapped that Hudson Glimp put issues together and each BLM office had to do some guidelines that went to Hudson.  Helen Hankins suggested the need to have Gene Kolkman talk about the guidelines.  He was looking for guidelines for dealing with pinion juniper and it got expanded to other ecosystems. We have standard and guidelines under the rangeland health. This is intended to be the third.

- Discussion regarding whether the issues discussion is needed in the guidelines?

Jerry Smith noted that we’re working towards a common goal and at last meeting it was suggested we look at reclamation being done by the mines. Reclamation was added for this effort. Plant communities. Barry will redo to guidelines and send them to Mike Brown for distribution.  Barry asked that RAC members email him suggestions.  Comments are due to Barry by July 3rd and he will put the guidelines together by July 15th; he is gone July 15th through September.

- Discussion about poisonous plants such as lupine and its effects on calves; and whether to address poisonous plants in the guidelines.  

- Jerry Smith noted the guidelines will be used for specific management of different communities.  Current guidelines are not very specific.  For example, Gene Kolkmans wants to know what’s the appropriate cover/density of pinion-juniper. How do we manage it?  Then we need sage for communities. The Stewardship group took on the sage and weeds.  That is how it evolved. Each plant community needs to be managed differently. How do we restore it?

- Helen Hankins remarked a complete draft is needed to look at to see if we need it, is it what we need? Can better answer when we get a complete product.  The ultimate objective when agreed, recommend to Bob Abbey to add those guidelines to existing standards.

10:45 a.m. - Chairman Garcia called a break
11:10 a.m. - Chairman Garcia called the meeting back to order
IV. SUSTAINING WORKING LANDSCAPES
- Jo Simpson described the Sustaining Working Landscapes initiative.  In April, BLM sent RAC representatives to Washington.  The representatives were unhappy that the RACs had not been brought into the sustaining working landscapes. Simpson passed out a document about involving the RACS   There is a proposal to change livestock grazing and management - to change regulations.  It has been out for public comment and 7800 comments were received.   Nevada BLM employees are on the team to go through the comments. Shortly after the regulations came out for public comment, they came out with a proposal to do some policy changes because it is quicker. Some of the regulation change will take another year.  It was felt that some the things desired to be changed could be changed quicker through policy. There are five concepts for policy change. 

There is a time table for the RACs’ involvement.

- John Ellison discussed attending the meeting in Washington.  Idaho, Nevada, and Utah representatives voiced concerns strongly, i.e. putting out policy without involving RACs. Gale Norton was there. RS 2477 and rangeland reform were discussed.  The Washington Office people want to work with the ranchers and people. They heard the cry from the West that we need to get involved. 

- Jo Simpson noted there was good discussion and representation at the meeting. There will be more time for the RACs to talk to each other at future meetings. Gale Norton wanted to tell them everything that is important. One of the concepts Bob Abbey has espoused for a long time is to set a goal of where we want to be on an allotment and how are we going to get there.  Another suggestion was to reserve common allotments-allotments in nonuse could be used by another permittee who had fires on their allotment (already happening).  There was concern over policy, where would AUMs come from?

- Discussion about the need for a public meeting and for RAC meetings on the Sustaining Working Landscape initiative.  Discussed timing and location.  Jo Simpson discussed there needs to be a RAC subgroup who will review comments, give feedback to the RACs, and get the entire RAC’s advice.

- Jo Simpson stated that next week we will get the draft policy. It should be fleshed out by then. These are just concepts. If it’s policy it should be spelled out.  BLM will be working with the policy (subgroups).  We can have other interested parties on the subgroup, not just RAC members. 

- Vince Garcia expressed concern with wording (sustainable ranching) some that aren’t ranchers are concerned with this also and are not represented. This should involve everyone, not just the ranching. Is this going to help or hinder?

- Discussion about changes in the number of ranches in northeastern Nevada over the years.  Helen Hankins remarked that the number has changed a lot in the last eight years. This is the current administration’s response to range reform. Trying to restore what the livestock industry had before and don’t have now or want changed so that ranching is more viable than it is now.  Hankins discussed attending the Owyhee Canyonlands meeting in Threeforks, Oregon.  A speaker talked about voluntary buyout of ranchers. Some have the agenda to remove livestock grazing from federal lands. Look at what is proposed and what should be. Washington has decided to ask the West. This is an opportunity to tell Washington how important public ranching is.  John Ellison added we have a President who is listening and Gale Norton is also.

- Jo Simpson noted that change can be effected quicker through the policy than through regulations. BLM wants to issue policies this fall.

- Vince Garcia volunteered to be on the subgroup and asked for othervolunteers? 

- Discussion about inheritance taxing, multiple use, and AUM preference. Helen Hankins commented if you stake a claim, you have the mineral and discovery you have clear right to extract that and do whatever you want (conveys a right – mining law). 

- John Ellison and Art Gale volunteered for the subgroup.

- Patsy Tomera made a motion to have the next RAC meeting in Elko on August 19 at 1 pm, with public comment at 5:00 p.m.  John Ellison seconded for discussion. 

-Discussion about time and location to hold the RAC meeting and public comment meeting.  Dave Tattam suggested having the public comment meeting the night before the RAC meeting

- Chairman Garcia called for a vote on holding the next RAC meeting on 19th of August 19th.  All in favor- none opposed. Motion passed.

12:30 p.m. - Break for lunch 

1:30 p.m. – Chairman Garcia called the meeting back to order and opened the Public Comment Period for the next 30 minutes.  No public comment was received.
V. DROUGHT
 -Helen Hankins said that the Elko Field Office had rain in April.  Actions in Elko will depend on what the weather does.

- Jerry Smith said that it is dry north of Austin to Battle Mountain.  Battle Mountain BLM is working through the Cooperative Extension to get agreements to reduce use. Eleven permittees agreed with one individual not agreeing; - delayed turnout for two weeks.

Battle Mountain is also looking at a Wild Horse drought gather in the Esmeralda area. Smith stated that he was not sure what was going to happen. Battle Mountain District has received some rain, but it brought some fuels with it. Shad scale has died, not sure if associated with the drought. 

- Stephanie Connolly said that Ely had early moisture, but things are drying up (May level was 4.77” of rain with the average being 6.24”, but were over average in April). 

VI. ELY FIELD OFFICE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
- Stephanie Connolly reported on the Ely RMP for Gene Drais. The scoping is done.  100 letters were received from individuals, organizations, tribes, city, and Department of Wildlife. The Draft EIS is still on schedule. The big issues are OHV, grazing, areas of economic concern. Concerning the Wildland Urban Interface (fuels reduction) project: started with 11,000 acres, but were court ordered for 700.  Ely is looking at getting a contractor to finish the project. $1.5 million RMP cost for the programmatic document. Different fuels treatments are planned on the 700 acres as compared to the original proposed treatment of 11,000 acres.

- General discussion about NEPA process streamlining and appeals.
VII. MINING UPDATE

- Jeff White discussed federal and state interactions for the mining industry; for federa; surface, mining works with BLM.  For State [of Nevada] surface, they deal with Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP), there are no direct dealings with EPA. EPA can comment on EISs’.  For several acts, such as Clean Air and Clean Water, states have the options of developing a state program that meets federal standards. Only deal with the state for air and water issues. In Idaho and Arizona, the EPA runs air and water. SOAPA [lawsuit] was dropped. Newmont has six suits against them. 

VIII. CALIFORNIA NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS INTERPRETIVE CENTER
- Helen Hankins referred to the handout which show views of the Interpretive Center from east looking west and a bird’s eye view of site. The center will be about 16,000 square feet.  The plaza will be similar size. 32,000 square feet for interpretation [including the plaza]. Inside will focus on geography, seasons, and emotions. The jumping off place in Missouri – the season is April, emotions: excitement, anxiety, and sadness. Major exhibits on Great Basin and tribes of the trail to emphasize the Native American involvement in the immigration. Two months ago BLM signed for final design and exhibits – which are scheduled to be finished January 2004.  The next calendar year will be construction documents and blueprints, anticipated late next summer or early fall [2004], and then will go out for bid. At end of calendar year [2004], award contract. 

Anyone who qualifies, can bid.  People can call Helen Hankins, Dee Lloyd, or Mike Brown. 

- Hankins described visiting wayside sites with Alice Baldrica to strengthen relationship with SHPO and to ensure our efforts will not destroy any critical trail segment. If BLM invites 50,000 to walk on trail, in some situations it will destroy and some it will preserve. The state is our partner - $3 million from state. We have been working for 3 years to finalize the land exchange with Maggie Creek Ranch, almost done - 40 acres from Maggie creek. BLM will start drilling, etc., as soon as the land exchange is completed. Funding is secure in insecure times.

- John Ellison commented that the  little water run, is the Humboldt. The outside will look like the trail. Helen Hankins added that the barrel vaults are reminiscent of canvas over wagons. Haven’t decided on all the materials – it will depend on aspects and cost;  will not be able to have most expensive.  Kathryn Ataman suggested it should look like the surroundings

- Helen Hankins discussed that there has to be a charge, some way to generate revenue for maintenance and operations. Phase 2 of development includes an ampitheater, picnic areas, and trails. Waysides may be built in Phase 2 or 3.  The focus is on immigration and Native Americans. Not all stories have been worked out yet. 

- Jeff White asked about the relationship of trails management between the National Park Service and BLM.  Mike Brown said that the National Park Service has overall management of trails and BLM has responsibility to manage trails over public lands.

The National Park Service has congressional authority and day-to-day management will be which agency the trail crosses over.

- John Ellison commented that there are tracks at end of his ranch that can still be seen.

Hankins concluded that BLM has received $3.5 million and all has been obligated for design, selection, and construction documents. The Final Draft Agreements with city and county, should be finalized soon after review.   BLM is working on the agreement with the state.

IX. BACA LAND DISPOSALS

- Jeff Weeks explained that the BLM Ely Field Office is putting parcels together that people are interested in and in late August will be selling a few.  The first sale will be 400-500 acres and the next one should be 1500-2000 acres.  The program will be every three to four months to offer acreage for sale, mostly in White Pine County. Agricultural trespasses are being worked on also.  For example, part of a pivot would be on public land and BLM would sell them that - paying for part of the work being done by BLM (administrative fees instead of trespass fees).  BLM will sell for appraised values.   It is very difficult to prove deliberate trespass, many have been farming for years. 

- Helen Hankins said that BLM Elko started meeting with the city and county more than a year ago and made preliminary parcels. BLM Elko has 90,000 acres identified for disposal and is offering 1500 acres for sale later this fall.  A letter went out last week for public comments. There are 10 parcels, about 40 acres each. The smallest is 10 acres and the largest is about 300.   The parcels were inventoried for cultural resources and BLM is writing an EA right now.  BLM will continue to sell the entire 90,000 acres.  One rancher wants to buy 500-600 acres of his allotment and it is not identified for Baca sale. It will have to identified in the land use plan and will take more time.  Most of the parcels are along I-80.  

- Hankins discussed the SNPLMA process - individuals have come to BLM and want to sell lands to us. This is why our land is environmentally sensitive.  Whether we support or not support, we make sure they talk to the county.  The land package goes to a rating committee which includes Clark County and NACA.  They take the proposals and rate them against criteria and recommend to the heads of the agencies whether or not they should be acquired as environmentally sensitive. The board of agency heads reviews the packages, comments, and make recommendation to the Secretary of Interior and she decides.  A lot [of parcels] drop out because they doesn’t appraise for what people want. 

- Hank Vogler commented that if land is sold to the government, it’s gone forever.  Helen Hankins said that there is another view - recreation generates more revenue than ranching and it comes from uses of hunting, fishing, hiking, and camping. Neither is wrong.  3% of economy comes from livestock in Elko county. Grazing is important use and it should continue. $115 million is generated from public lands in direct cash to the state of Nevada.  The needs to be a balance between public and private lands.

- Discussion about the amount of public lands versus private in Nevada, wilderness, and sales of private ranches. Helen Hankins commented that from 1800 until 1976, Nevada was open for homesteading - areas which were homesteaded because they could be used. All homesteads are along water.  There are only three or four legal accesses into the Ruby’s.  The Ruby’s are surrounded by private land and it’s hard to get into. When you have a lot of private land, there is a tradeoff for people’s ability to use it for recreation. 

- Patsy Tomera discussed entering private property. To many people, they think that there is no private land.  John Ellison added that at end of our ranch, the gate is unlocked and they cut the fence. 90% of ranchers will let you go through, if you ask.

- Jerry Smith said that Battle Mountain has completed one sale in Esmeralda County.  There are two pending sales, one in Eureka (351 acres the mine is buying), 351 was identified in the land use plan. The Tonapah office is selling 440 acres that is in the Las Vegas district. Total acreage identified in LUP asked by John (wall). 

- John Hutchings said that Eureka County has a priority list of lands they think there is an interest in and had called up to get some better maps. Has this happened?  Jerry Smith stated that - no, they’re on overlays and Battle Mountain is looking at revising the land use plan. 

- John Hutchings suggested they should sit down and compare notes on which lands might have willing buyers.

Jerry Smith said they should go competitive bid on those.  BLM has gone to all counties to get which lands they want BLM to sell. Eureka County was contacted two years ago.

Smith asked that Eureka County please provide a list of priority lands. Lander County has a great deal of private. The only qualifications for a Baca sale is if the parcel is identified in the land use plan prior to the Baca [Act] passing [Congress].

- General discussion about access in the checkerboard and blocking lands.  Jerry Smith commented that a lot of the lands have mineral leases. John Ellison suggested that BLM make a deal with the railroad and do some swapping. 

X. FIELD MANAGERS’ AND DISTRICT RANGERS’ REPORTS

- Helen Hankins distributed a brochure put together by Sierra Club about the Owyhee Canyon.  She described that the concept to set aside a major part of the Owyhee Canyon in Oregon, Idaho, and Nevada.  She asked if the RAC would be willing to work with the Oregon and Idaho RACs to deal with this issue.  The Canyon is being proposed for Wilderness and Wild and Scenic River, and 8-9 million acres are involved.  There is a legislative proposal for what they want to do in Idaho. Nothing is required right now. 

-  Discussion among RAC members about the impacts of such a proposal on grazing and mining.  Bill Upton noted that there are 30,000 mining claims in Nevada in this area.

Barry Perryman motioned to adjourn the meeting.  John Ellison seconded the motion.  All in favor.

Meeting adjourned 5:00 p.m.
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