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Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

BLM’s Solar Energy Program 
 Finalized in 2012, included 4 Solar Energy 

Zones (SEZs) in Colorado 
 

 SEZs defined as “locations well suited for 
utility-scale production of solar energy, 
where the BLM will prioritize solar energy 
and associated transmission infrastructure 
development” 
 

 Included 250+ design features, required 
measures or procedures to avoid, 
minimize, and/or mitigate potential 
adverse impacts 
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Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Colorado Solar Energy Zones 
• Four Colorado SEZs, all in San Luis Valley because 

of high solar radiation and low-slope locations on 
BLM-administered lands:  
 
– Antonito Southeast - 9,712 acres in Conejos 

County 
 
– De Tilla Gulch SEZ – 1,064 acres in Saguache 

County 
 

– Fourmile East SEZ – 2,882 acres in Alamosa 
County  

     (not currently studied) 
 
– Los Mogotes SEZ – 2,650 acres in Conejos 

County 
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Slope in solar 
energy zones must 
be less than 5% 

Solar Insolation Levels in 6 Southwestern States. 
(Note: must be >6.5 in SEZs) 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Colorado SEZs (cont.) 
 BLM’s Solar Program committed to development of regional 

mitigation strategies for all SEZs 
 

 Regional approach utilizes baseline condition data for larger areas 
around SEZs (Landscape Assessment) 
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Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Antonito Southeast Solar Energy Zone 
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• Developable area:  9,712 
acres 
 

• Maximum Solar 
Generation Capacity: 
1,554 MW (enough to 
power about 500,000 
homes) 
 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

De Tilla Gulch Solar Energy Zone 

• Developable area:  
1,064 acres 

 
• Maximum Solar 

Generation Capacity:  
 170 MW (enough to 
 power about 56,000 
 homes) 
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Los Mogotes East Solar Energy Zone 
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• Developable area:  
 2,650 acres  

 
• Maximum Solar Generation 

Capacity:  
 424 MW (enough to power 
 about 140,000 homes). 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Baseline Conditions in the Study Area 
• Regional baseline conditions will be compared to 

conditions expected after solar development 
 
• Baseline data facilitate evaluation of regional 

mitigation needs  
 
• Collected from local, state, and federal sources, both 

public and private 
 
• Public is invited to suggest additional data sources 
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Landscape 
Assessment Study 
Area for Colorado 

SEZs 
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BLM 
Colorado 
LA/SRMS 
Website: 
http://www.bl
m.gov/co/st/e
n/fo/slvfo/ 
solar.html 
 

Links for LA and  
SRMS Pages 

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo/
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo/
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo/
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Landscape Assessment Page 
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Links to  
Phase I Report 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Solar Regional Mitigation Strategy Page 
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SEZ Baseline Studies 
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Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 

Baseline Data Sources Current List 
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Stakeholder input is ongoing 
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BLM Solar 
Program 
Website: 
http://blmsolar.
anl.gov 
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Online 
resource 
sharing 
information 
about BLM’s 
program 
implementa
tion 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 16 

Menus for each major 
page direct you to 
relevant information. 
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There is a page dedicated to each 
state and subpages for each SEZ. 

News items are posted to share 
updates. 
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• For each SEZ, a webpage 
provides:  
– Development status 
– Size and location 
– Physical characteristics 
– Technical suitability 

• Maps 
• Links to relevant sections in 

Solar PEIS 
• Subpages dedicated to 

– Minerals report 
– Monitoring and 

adaptive management 
strategies 

– Mitigation strategies 
(link to BLM’s Project 
Website) 
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Subscribe for email 
updates either for 
just general 
program 
information or also 
for state-specific 
updates. 
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Solar Energy Environmental Mapper: – An Interactive, Web-Based Tool 
Providing Access to Spatial Data Relevant to BLM’s Solar Energy Program 

Available at 
http://solarmapper.anl.gov 

• Siting information on 
utility-scale solar 
projects in six 
southwestern states. 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project 21 

BLM Solar Program Designations and Surface Management 
 

Data Layers Include Surface Management, 
Protected Resources, and Program 
Designations (for example, variance areas and 
solar exclusions 



Colorado Landscape Assessment/Solar Regional Mitigation Project Dry Lake SEZ Regional Mitigation Plan Workshop, October 24, 
2012 
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Metadata and summary information 
are available for each data layer. 
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