


 

                                 
                       

                           
               

                         
                

                       
               

 

 

Who’s in the Pools
 
1. In this activity students review tide pool plants and animals and their associated ad-

aptations. The ranger or teacher models the activity by reading a card containing 
various clues describing a tide pool organism (Pages 2-3). After all of  the clues are 
read, students identify the picture of  the species described. 

2. 	Assign “Who’s in the Pools” clue cards to each chaperone or work group; to be read by 
an adult or accomplished student reader. AŌer discovering which animal their card de-
scribes, students help to find a picture of their corresponding Ɵde pool plant or animal 
(hiding it so other groups can’t see it) 

3. 	Once their assigned species is idenƟfied, chaperones help students prepare for a show 
and tell (or charades) of their Ɵde pool animal. 

4. 	Students from each chaperone-led group present their Ɵde pool plant or animal with 
each student describing a unique adaptaƟons or fact. 

Activity Time = approximately 20 minutes
 

Adapted from Animal Clue Game from Joseph Cornell’s Sharing Nature with Children II, 1989.
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in 
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Pools? 

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I look like a donut when I am 
closed up. 

Clue #2: I like to cover myself with pieces 
of shell to protect myself from the sun. 

Clue #3: I can grab food with my sticky 
tentacles. 

Clue #4: I get my green color from the 
algae living in my tissue. 

Clue #5: I look like a flower when I open 
up. 
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Enomena ydnA! 

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I use my leaves to capture 
sunlight and make my own food. 

Clue #2: I can be found only in the tide 
pools. 

Clue #3: I look like coral. 

Clue #4: My color help to protect myself 
from predators. 

Clue #5: I am one of the only pink plants 
in the tide pools. 
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Eagla eni l laroC!  

Who’s in the Pools? 3 Who’s in the Pools? 4 Who’s in the Pools? 5 

Clue #1: I eat dead things and seaweed. Clue #1: I move really slowly, but that’s Clue #1: I don’t mind spending most of 

Clue #2: My claws are used for okay because not very many things want my time out of the water. 

protection and for eating. to eat me. Clue #2: I have a blue-black shell. 

Clue #3: I wear an empty snail shell to Clue #2: I use my tube feet to move food Clue #3: I hold on to rocks with threads 
protect my soft body. into my mouth. that act like glue. 

Clue #4: I sometimes fight my friends for Clue #3: I cover myself with shells and Clue #4: I live with all of my friends in a 
their shells. rocks for protection. big bed. 

Clue #5: Some people might think I’m Clue #4: I live in a hole that I carve out of Clue #5: Many people eat me in 
crabby. the rock with my sharp teeth. 

Clue #5: I am a purple ball with spikes. 
restaurants. 

Barc t imreh dloraH! Nihcru alusrU!  Lessum ahtraM! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I spend a lot of time out of the 
water waiting for the tide to come back in. 

Clue #2: I build my own fort out of sand 
and stone to protect myself. 

Clue #3: When the tide comes back in I 
will stick my legs out to grab food. 

Clue #4: I attach myself to the rocks by 
gluing my head to them. 

Clue #5: During low tide I close up my  
volcano shaped shell to stay wet. 
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Elcanrab yenraB!  

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I have hard skin that feels like 
sandpaper to keep moisture in. 

Clue #2: Mussels are my favorite food 
and I use my tube feet to open them. 

Clue #3: I can stick my stomach in 
another animals’ shell eating it inside out. 

Clue #4: Each of my arms has hundreds 
of tube feet to help me stick to the rocks. 

Clue #5: I have five arms and I am 
shaped like a star. 
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Rats  aes  yl laS!  

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I use my green leaves to capture 
sunlight and make my own food. 

Clue #2: I use air sacs in my leaves to 
help me float. 

Clue #3: My leaves look like fingers and 
allow me to move freely in the tide. 

Clue #4: I am usually found in the high 
tide zone, closer to the shore. 

Clue #5: I am a weed of the sea that 
grows on rocks. 
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Dee wkcor  ykcoR! 

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: I am hard to see because my 
different colors match the rocks and 
plants around me. 

Clue #2: Although I am small, I am a big 
meat eater. 

Clue #3: I am a great swimmer. 

Clue #4: I have to live in water or I will 
die. 

Clue #5: I am the most common fish you 
will probably see in the tide pools. 
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Niplucs  e ivetS!  

Who’s in the Pools? 

Clue #1: My house is a black shell that I 
use for protection. 

Clue #2: I live to be 20-30 years old and 
my shell fades in color as I get older. 

Clue #3: When the tide goes out I close 
up inside my home to keep moist. 

Clue #4: I cling to rocks with my strong 
foot when the tide comes in. 

Clue #5: I am shaped like a spiral, and 
some may say I have a turban like hat. 
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Lians nabrut  ymmoT! 

Who’s in the Pools? Answer Key 

Card #1 Andy Anemone 

Card #2 Caroline Coralline Algae 

Card #3 Harold Hermit Crab 

Card #4 Ursula Urchin 

Card #5 Martha Mussel 

Card #6 Barney Barnacle 

Card #7 Sally Sea Star 

Card #8 Rocky Rockweed 

Card #9 Stevie Sculpin 

Card #10 Tommy Turban Snail 
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