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Tide Pool Adaptations Program 

Grades K - 3 
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 Tidepool School 

Objectives:  

Students will be able to: 

¶ Recall tide pool rules during the òRules of the Poolsó shout out. 

¶ Define adaptation. 

¶ Identify tide pool organisms (plants and animals) and their unique adaptations. 

¶ Verbalize or otherwise document a meaningful experience that occurred during the field trip. 

 
On-Site Activities: 

¶ Review òRules of the Poolsó  

¶ Duplication Game 

¶ Tide Pool Scavenger Hunt 

¶ Whoõs in the Pools? 

¶ Reflection  

 
Pre-Visit Activities: 

¶ Teach tide pool rules by playing òShout Out.ó  

¶ Adapting to the Pools - By completing a reading and coloring activity, students become familiar 

with adaptations that help tide pool organisms live on the rocky shores. Students will be able to 

define an adaptation, identify ten tide pool animals and plants, and learn at least one physical or 

behavioral adaptation for each species. 

¶ Vocabulary ð Use in conjunction with the òAdapting to the poolsó activity to build spelling and 

vocabulary and scientific skills; Written for both K-1 and 2-3 grade levels. 

 

Post-Visit and Evaluative Activities: 

¶ Dear Ranger - Students create a letter to a ranger: writing and drawing about their field trip 

experience.  

¶ Make a Poem  - Students create a cinquain or vertical poem.  

¶ Adaptations Crossword and Key - Upon returning to the classroom, students will use the 

knowledge they gained from the tide pool program to complete a crossword puzzle. The puzzle 

gives clues describing adaptations of tide pool animals; the students figure out which animal the clue 

describes. (Includes the blank crossword and a teachersõ key.) 
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Grade K: 

K.1 Interaction and Change: The natural world includes living and non-living things. 

K.1L.1  Compare and contrast characteristics of plants and animals. 

K.3 Scientific Inquiry: Science explores the natural world through observation. 

K.3S.1 Explore questions about living and non-living things and events in the natural world. 

K.3S.2 Make observations about the natural world. 

Grade 1: 

1.1 Structure and Function: Living and non-living things have characteristics and properties. 

1.1L.1 Compare and contrast characteristics among individuals within one plant or animal group.  

1.2 Interaction and Change: Living and non-living things interact. 

1.2L.1 Describe the basic needs of living things. 

1.3 Scientific Inquiry: Science explores the natural world using evidence from observations. 

1.3S.1 Identify and use tools to make careful observations and answer questions about the natural world. 

Grade 2: 

2.1 Structure and Function: Living and non-living things vary throughout the natural world.  

2.1L.1 Compare and contrast characteristics & behaviors of plants and animals and the environments 

where they live.  

2.2 Interaction and Change: Living and non-living things change.  

2.1L.1   Describe life cycles of living things.  

2.3 Scientific Inquiry: Scientific inquiry is a process used to explore the natural world using evidence from observations. 

2.3S.1   Observe, measure, and record properties of objects and substances using simple tools to gather data and 

extend the senses.  

Grade 3: 

3.2 Interaction and Change: Living and non-living things interact with energy. 

3.2L.1  Compare and contrast the life cycles of plants and animals. 

3.3 Scientific Inquiry: Science inquiry is a process used to explore the natural world using evidence from observations. 

3.3S.2  Use the data collected from scientific investigation to explain the results and draw conclusions.  

OCEAN LITERACY : The Essential Principles of Ocean Sciences 

# 5  The ocean supports a great diversity of life and ecosystems.  

d. Ocean biology provides many unique examples of life cycles, adaptations and important relationships 

among organisms that do not occur on land. 

e. The ocean is three-dimensional. Offering vast living space and diverse habitats. 

# 6  The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected. 

d. The ocean is a source of inspiration, recreation, rejuvenation and discovery.  

e. Humans effect the ocean in a variety of ways. 
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