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YAQUINA HEAD
OUTSTANDING NATURAL AREA

For More Information
Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area: (541) 574-3100

http. / /www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/yaquina/education-groups.php

Oregon Coast Quests: (541) 961-0968 or (541) 867-0233
http./ / hmsc.oregonstate.edu/ visitor/ oregon-coast-quests/ contacts-and-links
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Follow the directions and collect the letter clues to
find the hidden Quest Box. Along the way explore
the history of Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area.

Approximate Round Trip Time: 45 minutes

OREGON COAST

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS
U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
'BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area created this Quest in
partnership with Oregon Coast Quests. Funding was provided by
a grant from the Bureau of Land Management’s “Take it Outside:

Children and Nature Initiative” program.
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Yaquina Head

History Quest

Established: June 2008

by Chrissy Smith, Kathryn Hawes,
and Cait Goodwin

Box Monitor: Yaquina Head

This Quest will lead you on a geological
tour of Yaquina Head Outstanding
Natural Area. Learn how this place was
formed and how it has been used in the
past and today.

Follow the directions and collect the clues
to fill the numbered squares on the last
page. At the end of your journey, the
words will lead you to the hidden Quest
Box.

When you find the box, please sign the log

book and let us know what you thought of
this Quest. Stamp your page as proof of
accomplishment, and then put the box
back in its hiding place for the next person
to find. Enjoy!

Formation of the Headland

The history of Yaquina Head
begins 14 million years ago when
lava erupted from inland cracks in
the earth’s crust and flowed 300
miles to form this rocky headland.

GEOLOGIC HISTORY

Behind the Interpretive Center
Seek and you will find
Geologic formations
Described by many signs

When volcanoes erupted
Lava and ocean waves met.
Glassy basaltic

formed

‘When rock cooled and set

The missing word above
Supplies clue number one.

Put its 3rd letter in the square.
Your journey has begun!

These rocks have eroded
Over millions of years.

But humans also changed
How the landscape appears

Humans Alter Rock Headland

Yaquina Head was heavily quarried in the early 1900s, which resulted in the
sheer cliffside cuts visible around the Interpretive Center and Quarry Cove.
Beginning in 1915, gravel was quarried for projects in Newport, such as the
retaining wall at Nye Beach. By the 1930s the rock from this area was used to
build Highway 101 and other projects in greater Lincoln County.
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Congratulations!

When you find the Quest Box, stamp the square above
to record your find. Be sure to sign the guest book,
seal the box and return it to its hiding place for the

next person to find.
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YAQUINA HEAD
TODAY

Today, both researchers
and visitors alike

Study the ocean

and view the wildlife.

Twice every year, many

whales migrate past
Eating small benthic creatures

And raising their calves.

The first letter of their color
Goes in the sixth square.
Only two more clues left...
You are almost there!

Return on the path

The way that you came.
Walk down the ramp
To continue your game.

Listen for the sounds:
Waves crash on the shore.
The clinking of cobbles

Is what many adore.

BLM Cares for the Headland

Congress established this 100-acre site

as an Outstanding Natural Area in 1980.
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

manages Yaquina Head Outstanding
Natural Area to preserve its natural,
scenic, historic, educational, and

recreation values for present and future

generations.

The signs on the deck

Tell of tidepool creatures.
Life-size models show sea star
And __ barnacle features.

The missing word’s last letter
Is clue seven, it’s true.

Head down one more level
For your very last clue.

Four signs clearly show
These grounds are protected.
All who visit here

Can see that we respect it.

One sign shows a bird.

The rocks on which it nests
Are part of a Wildlife __
And here your last clue rests.

Take the word’s fourth letter
For your eighth and final clue.
Then head back up the stairs
And you’ll know what to do.

Pass the grassy mound

In the parking lot.

Look behind where your clues
Say is the hiding spot.
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WILDLIFE THEN
AND NOW

Now follow the path

Which leads under the street.

The Pacific Ocean
Is what your eyes will meet.

Two helpful signs

Are placed side by side.
They tell of animals
Which in this place reside.

There is a bird pictured
On the sign to the east
This red-tailed _____
Searches for a feast.

For clue number two

Take the word’s 1st letter.
But you must continue on
To grasp the riddle better.

An inlet lies below.

Are seals there today?
They often rest on rocks
Above the salty spray.
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First People at the Headland

The first human eyes to see this view from
land probably belonged to nomadic people
who lived and traveled this way during the
last ice age, more than 10,000 years ago. In
the late 1980s, archeologists discovered
evidence that at least 4,000 years ago,
humans occupied a permanent village on the
headland. At that time, sea levels were
lower, so a protective sand dune may have
existed between the cliffs and water’s edge.

EARLY HUMAN
HISTORY

The first human settlers
Archeologists agree

Made tools from basalt

And gathered food from the sea.

For at least 2000 years

A village stood here

But then it was abandoned,
For reasons unclear.

European explorers

Of the 18th century

Found natives on the coast:
The Yaquina and Alsea.

“At 11 AM, there came alongside two
Indians in a small canoe... to inform us
that they had plenty of fish and fresh
water onshore... We made them under-
stand that skins was the articles we
most wanted.”

Robert Gray, 1788




EBB AND FLOW

Now follow the path

Which parallels the road.
Keep the sea on your left
And continue to decode.

The ______ istheline

Where the sky meets the sea.
The missing word’s third letter
Fits in clue square three.

Stop at the second sign.
See what it provides?
Use the chart to find

The time of today’s tides.

LIGHTHOUSE HISTORY

A new age began

In the 19th century.
Stand here and reflect on
This piece of history.

Ships started coming.
Settlers came and stayed.
All this new traffic required
A navigational aid.

In 1873 the tall
Lighthouse was first lit
To help provide safety
To sailors and their ships.

Use the Tide Table on the sign to
record the following:

Today’s Date:

Time Height
HIGH
HIGH

X0)7%
Low

Stay at this sign for a moment....

Look for evidence of how the land
was used back in the late 1800s:

o The lighthouse itself has not
significantly changed in
appearance since it was built.

e The large grassy area and
parking lot in front of the
lighthouse once held the
lighthouse keepers’ homes and
barn.

e Find the cistern across the road.
This round structure was used
to store fresh water.

e ook toward the ocean. Can you
see the wooden posts marking
an old fence near the cliffs’
edge?
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As you follow the paved path,
Note a clearing on your right.
The keepers’ kitchen garden
Once stood on this site.

A new sturdy fence,

Mark the corners of the plot.
The fourth letter of their color
Goes in the clue four spot.

At the lighthouse door
Look up when you arrive.
Take the sum of the digits;
Its first letter is clue five.

If the lighthouse is open
Be sure to go inside.
Climb up the spiral stairs
And see far and wide.

Behind the lighthouse deck
There’s more history to glean
About the family living here
Circa 1918.

What can you see from the viewing
platform today?

Check all that apply:
Whales
Fog____

Nesting birds _____
Other ____
Researchers
Interpreters
Bald eagles
Boats atsea

Someone with a camera

Today, the BLM takes care of the
building, manintenace and visitor
services. The US Coast Guard is
responsible for the Fresnel lens
and other navigational aids.
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	For More Information

	Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area: (541) 574-3100 

	Oregon Coast Quests: (541) 961-0968 or (541) 867-0233 

	Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area created this Quest in partnership with Oregon Coast Quests. Funding was provided by 

	a grant from the Bureau of Land Management’s “Take it Outside: Children and Nature Initiative”  program.
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