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When Do | Need a Film Permit?

Casual use activities which normally involve noncommercial still photography or recreational
videotaping would not require a permit or fees. Casual use means noncommercial activities
occurring on an occasional or irregular basis that ordinarily result in little or no impact to public
lands, resources, or improvements.

Still Photography
Most professional and amateur photographers are allowed to take still photographs on public
lands without a permit or the payment of any fees. Public land visitors and recreational,
professional and amateur photographers do NOT need a permit to take still photographs unless
the still photography will:

e Use models, sets or props that are not part of the site’s natural or cultural resources or

administrative facilities;
e Take place where members of the public are generally not allowed; or
e Take place at a location where additional administrative costs are likely.

Commercial Filming

A permit is required for all commercial filming activities on public lands. Commercial filming is
defined as the use of motion picture, videotaping, sound recording, or other moving image or
audio recording equipment on public lands that involves the advertisement of a product or
service, the creation of a product for sale, or the use of actors, models, sets, or props, but not
including activities associated with broadcasts for news programs. For purposes of this
definition, creation of a product for sale includes a film, videotape, television broadcast, or
documentary of participants in commercial sporting or recreation event created for the purpose
of generating income. (Public Law 106-206)

For more information and to start the permitting process, please go to BLM Lands and Realty.
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