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San Juan Islands National Monument 

Notes of Public Meetings September 26, 27, and Correspondence 

1. 	 What is the worst thing that could happen now that we have a 

San Juan Islands National Monument? 

-	 Publicity and promotion of the national monument leads to a huge increase in use, 

resulting in degradation of the resources, and that BLM won’t have the funding 

resources to manage that use and protect the lands. 

- Many visitors to previously wild islands rocks and mainland that cause us to loose 

wildlife and native plants. Previously conserved lands being open to the public. 

- Accidental fires, increased human traffic in sensitive areas (marine and terrestrial) 

-	 Loss of use of hiking trails. Overuse of the properties. 

- (1) Gas, oil development (2) coal barges allowed through  (3) multi-use trails 

eliminated 

-	 To undo the Monument – I want to see it retained & celebrated. 

-	 Nothing – In the future the properties are transferred to another department 

-	 Big push back from interest groups i.e. * Property Rights groups. 

- The worst thing that could happen would be the loss or destruction of the 

resources the monument was created to protect. 

-	 In reference to what?  Oil spill – no government help 

-	 One of those 11 monuments taken away was Yosemite. 

- One or more sites might become visited too much and end up “trampled” and lose 

its historical, natural, and/or cultural character. 

- Approval of the coal terminal with all the negative impacts it will bring to the San 

Juans in general. 

- Massive degradation of Salish Sea + the environment of the islands due to 

shipment of coal, tar sands , etc. 

-	 Not meet  expectations of the public or preserve resources 

- Overuse of properties with emphasis on recreation v. conservation degrades, 

changes habitats, decreases natural value to wildlife and critical areas 

- The national political economic and budgetary climate deteriorate to the extent 

that there is severe budget reductions for the BLM. I’m concerned that that could 

lead to deterioration of access and service levels for the monument. 

-	 The public would be denied entry to some of the national monument. 

-	 Properties are transferred to another agency. 

-	 Natural or manmade disaster, e.g. Oil spill. 

-	 To undo the monument. 

-	 Loss or destruction of resources the monument was created to protect. 

-	 That the properties would be closed to the public. 

-	 That gas and oil development is allowed 

-	 Coal Barges be allowed through 

-	 Multi-use trails are eliminated. 

-	 De-funding support for staff and resources to manage and preserve these lands. 
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- that the process founders along the way, or after its completion, for lack of local 

support of the plan “travel management” 

- Lands are overrun w/hoards of people. 

- Concerned about overcrowding – how they’re going to manage hoards of people 

coming. 

- Improper management of the large influx of visitors. 

- Don’t take into account local input and accustomed uses. 

- I’m concerned the fragile habitat will be trampled flat as has Shark Reef Park. 

- Concerned about the properties being overrun with hoards, you know – loved to 

death. 

- Too many people visit and love the resource to death. 

- Not respecting private property, making a highway of the Iceberg Trail. 

- Ignore or don’t take into account local input & accustomed (illegible) “Balance” 

- That there would be overcrowding on the Monument lands. 

- Funding runs out, and people start to abuse the land and resources that people 

wanted to protect. 

- Degradation of the environment due to over-use loss of habitat for wildflowers, 

trash and trampling 

- Over use; too many visitors to the islands. 

- Overuse and burdening island resources. 

- To not manage the influx of visitors causing distruction of trails, etc.  Need 

adequate parking. 

- That the BLM doesn’t pay attention to local priorities in writing the management 

plan. 

- Overuse 

- Too many visitors on our fragile island. 

- Over usage 

- Overuse – loving it to death and burdening island resources 

- The islands could be overloaded with too many people and the lands could be 

trampled. 

- Over use of the land.  We can love it to death. 

- The lands could be overused.  Valuable ecosystems destroyed. 

- Too many people, overuse, destruction of the ecosystem; islanders losing the 

sanctuaries of these places 

- Restoration and management could be determined by people with no experience 

in our local ecosystem and without local input and participation 

- Traditional recreational uses restricted i.e. horseback riding, hunting, fishing 

- Promoting tourism without first providing adequate presence of BLM staff and 

volunteers on the ground to educate and guide them. 

- Overuse; trampled lands, garbage and toilet paper. lack of seclusion and 

tranquility, loss of nature’s beauty 

- Over-use of the land, only if it is not managed properly 

- More visitors leading to more restrictions (illegible) resident and more 

bureaucracy “merging” use protection, (illegible) 

- Not being prepared for the anticipated interests from off island public 
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- The worst thing would be not having a plan on how for managing the use in place, 

in terms of overuse and lack of care and attention of resources 

- So many people come and the land is disrespected overused and control is lost. 

Hunter kills a recreation user. 

- They look at us like endangered animals 

- Disrespect of private property - signage over private property.  Making the access 

to the monuments like a highway. 

- Excessive crowds will love the lands to death and cause people/traffic problems. 

- Overuse of the land only if it is not managed properly. 

- Restrictions of traditional uses by residents because of the plan. 

- Not having a plan to deal with overuse. 

- We could be denied access to Iceberg and other lands where you have to cross 

private property. 

- That the process founders along the way or after its completion it founders for 

lack of local support. 

- Accidental wildfires. 

- The government not funding it. 

- The monument can be cancelled by future administrations 

- Bureaucratic entanglements and their codes—as restrictions to public access 

- Taken over by invasive species. 

- Not adequately meet the needs of public & the resource. 

- Lack of communication in the planning process (with local community interests). 

- The locals don’t come together in stewardship with the Feds. 

- BLM decides to do something that changes the status quo of the lands. 

- No funds available to fulfill the objectives & ensure protection 

- The worst thing that could happen would be that the monument would be de-

listed as a national monument. 

- Become a target for terrorists 

- We could (heart) the land to death 

- Too many tourists who act without care toward their environment. 

- OIL SPILL – attract dangerous people (criminals to area) – become a target for 

terrorists – NOTHING – (why bother?) – Not adequately meet the needs of the 

public and the resources.  Polit. appts. to endanger status 

- Many visitors to previously wild islands, rocks and mainland that cause us to lose 

wildlife and plants.  Previously conserved lands being opened to public. 

- Ineffective communication with local interests in the planning process. 

- Dollars will lessen rather than increase for management, signage, upkeep, and 

coordination. 

- Political opposition endangers the monument status. 

- Nothing. 

- De-funding support for staff and resources to manage and preserve these lands. 

- that the process founders along the way, or after it’s (sic) completion, for lack of 

local support of the plan “travel management” 
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- Lands are overrun w/hoards of people. 

- Concerned about overcrowding – how they’re going to manage hoards of people 

coming. 

- Improper management of the large influx of visitors. 

- Don’t take into account local input and accustomed uses. 

- I’m concerned the fragile habitat will be trampled flat as has Shark Reef Park. 

- Concerned about the properties being overrun with hoards, you know – loved to 

death. 

- Too many people visit and love the resource to death. 

- Not respecting private property, making a highway of the Iceberg Trail. 

- Ignore or don’t take into account local input & accustomed (illegible) “Balance” 

- That there would be overcrowding on the Monument lands. 

- Funding runs out, and people start to abuse the land and resources that people 

wanted to protect. 

- Degradation of the environment due to over-use loss of habitat for wildflowers, 

trash and trampling 

- Over use; too many visitors to the islands. 

- Overuse and burdening island resources. 

- To not manage the influx of visitors causing destruction of trails, etc.  Need 

adequate parking. 

- That the BLM doesn’t pay attention to local priorities in writing the management 

plan. 

- Overuse 

- Too many visitors on our fragile island. 

- Over usage 

- Overuse – loving it to death and burdening island resources 

- The islands could be overloaded with too many people and the lands could be 

trampled. 

- Over use of the land. We can love it to death. 

- The lands could be overused.  Valuable ecosystems destroyed. 

- Too many people, overuse, destruction of the ecosystem; islanders losing the 

sanctuaries of these places 

- Restoration and management could be determined by people with no experience 

in our local ecosystem and without local input and participation 

- Traditional recreational uses restricted i.e. horseback riding, hunting, fishing 

- Promoting tourism without first providing adequate presence of BLM staff and 

volunteers on the ground to educate and guide them. 

- Overuse; trampled lands, garbage and toilet paper. lack of seclusion and 

tranquility, loss of nature’s beauty 

- Over-use of the land, only if it is not managed properly 

- More visitors leading to more restrictions (illegible) resident and more 

bureaucracy “merging” use protection, (illegible) 

- Not being prepared for the anticipated interests from off island public 

- The worst thing would be not having a plan on how for managing the use in place, 

in terms of overuse and lack of care and attention of resources 
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- So many people come and the land is disrespected overused and control is lost. 

Hunter kills a recreation user. 

-	 They look at us like endangered animals 

- Disrespect of private property - signage over private property.  Making the access 

to the monuments like a highway. 

-	 Excessive crowds will love the lands to death and cause people/traffic problems. 

-	 Overuse of the land only if it is not managed properly. 

-	 Restrictions of traditional uses by residents because of the plan. 

-	 Not having a plan to deal with overuse. 

- We could be denied access to Iceberg and other lands where you have to cross 

private property. 

- That the process founders along the way or after its completion it founders for 

lack of local support. 

- Accidental wildfires. 

2. 	 What is the best thing that could happen now that we have a 

San Juan Islands National Monument? 

-	 Continued/increased community involvement 

-	 Increased drive for conservation on a national level 

-	 Visitors experience the monument without feeling crowded 

-	 Awareness of BLM sites 

- We merge with Canada to form the Salish Sea into a World Heritage site (via the 

lighthouses) 

-	 Preservation of the properties 

-	 Things continue as  they are – no development Public use contained as in multi-

use trails with respect to environment 

- To balance visitation/impact with preservation/restoration of natural & cultural 

resources. 

- Increases awareness of the land that is available for public access, listen to local 

input/citizens group and adjust RMP 

- Restoration/protection of scarce resources enabling even richer experiences for 

the public 

- Thoughtful and timely decisions. Appropriate amount of signage or maps + 

access guidelines 

- The lands are preserved, conserved + restored forever more for future generations 

with stewardship-minded public access. 

-	 Use the Monument as an example of why the coal terminal shouldn’t be 
approved.  BLM and Dept of Interior join the petition against terminal 

-	 Continued and increased community involvement. 

-	 Get the support necessary to fund science and research activities necessary to 

preserve resources 

-	 It would bring a lot of tourists to the islands and help local business. 

-	 BLM properties in the San Juan archipelago cannot be sold. 
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- Increased public awareness of the importance of protecting critical areas leads to 

understanding that conservation and public use can be compatible and beneficial 

to the entire island community. 

- Conservation and preservation of the natural environment that we now have, 

restoration of lost resources and protection of sensitive areas. 

- BLM receives enough additional funding and staff resources to protect all the 

natural resources along with sustainable public access opportunities, including 

education and research. 

- Hoping to get more money for Turn Point Lighthouse restoration and continued 

support for continued collaboration with the community. 

- To balance the impact of visitation with the preservation and restoration of natural 

and cultural resources. 

- Restoration/protection of scarce resources enabling richer experiences for the 

public. 

- The properties are managed to allow public access without destroying the 

resource. 

- People use it, like it, sparks more interest in taking care of the land 

- Appreciation and nondocumentation of uncommon sense.  CAMPING. Using the 

land respectfully. 

- Appropriate funding to open the keepers quarters for the lightkeeper of the week 

program. 

- To be respectfully enjoyed by all of us. 

- Locate our fresnel lens (for Turn Point) 

- Increase efficiency while funding critical science & management as necessary to 

ensure accomplishment. 

- Outreach could clarify the misconceptions. 

- Committees, county and federal (all) entities are able to agree on a path forward 

for management. 

- The monument serves as an inspiration to local and external conservation 

initiatives. 

- The change in status allows for enhanced management of these lands with 

infusion of more dollars and/or personnel available to assist local managers to 

implement our devised plans 

- Monument lands remain protected regardless of political change at no increase in 

cost. 

- People recognize and respect and honor the values of the lands that are part of the 

national monument. 

- The lands would be protected with the public educated about proper use and 

conservation. 

- We will have a deeply engaged community caring for the  land + (illegible) 

- Appropriate funding for baseline scientific studies of suitable BLM lands 

- Lots of wonderful people come and enjoy it and become a welcome addition to 

increasing the local economy. 

- Solid preservation and protection of resources 
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- Deeply engaged com. Stewardship 

- We will have a deeply engaged community caring for the land and appreciate the 

values of the land. 

- Conservation and preservation of the natural environments that we now have, + 

restoration of lost resources, protection of sensitive areas. 

- All interested parties are able to agree on a path forward for management. 

- Monument lands are both protected and available for public enjoyment. 

- Harden the trails in fragile areas. 

- Scientific inventory of lands combat invasive species. 

- Resources are permanently protected for careful use by future generations of 

people and wildlife. 

- Sensitive planning for use, including resource restoration, signage, education, 

interpretation, with lots of input from stakeholders 

- No threat of sale, development subdivision. Habitat, open spaces preserved, 

possibly even restored 

- The monuments will be monitored and preserved for our children and 

grandchildren 

- The land is managed to preserve the habitat of endangered species and still allow 

people to be able to get out and enjoy the land without interfering with the fragile 

habitats. 

- The community comes to a consensus about management and continues to 

monitor and maintain the National Monument. 

- Properties can be scientifically inventoried, studied and improved (rid of invasive 

species, etc.) and education about. The land shared with people here (and 

elsewhere) 

- Preservation of the land; proper management of the land. 

- The land will be protected yet usable. 

- Permanent protection of public resources 

- More appreciation for and care of the lands by the public. 

- We could keep it a secret 

- Quota system for usage balance between protection of places of incomparable 

natural beauty and sustainable, respectful use, enjoyment. 

- The lands remain in their natural state for perpetuity and are treated with great 

love and respect by all who walk there. 

- Better management control and more financial support of the land 

- The lands preserved & restored in perpetuity.  People use the lands respectfully 

and there is an educational piece that supports the process. 

- To follow up on the status of the importance of this monument in the interests of 

future use and future generations. 

- The lands remain in their natural state for perpetuity, and are treated with great 

love and respect by all who walk there. 

- Careful stewardship of the land that includes local knowledge and relies on local 

participation. 

- Preserve things as they are w/addition BLM staff on the ground. 

- Reverse degradation of native wildflower meadows (by invasives, shrub 

encroachment, wear and tear) – through small-scale efforts with local people 
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- Special land is preserved forever storm damaged trails re-opened 

- These beautiful parcels of land will remain beautiful for many generations. 

- Things continue pretty much as they have been That it remains a secret 

- The land will be monitored and  protected 

- People will appreciate the land without harming it or getting in each other’s way. 

- Just want it as secret as possible. 

- My great grandchildren will hike the lands which have been protected and 

restored. 

- Lands respected and valued. 

- Storm damaged trails reopened. Lands respected. 

- There will be responsible and enriching use by the public. 

- With permanent protection the land feeds the spirit and souls of visitors and locals 

alike and the BLM management team is in tune and responsive to day to day 

concerns. 

- Monitor the pollution, from Victoria watch out for Japanese debris floatation. 

- Funding, staffing, people to educate and watch over, safeguarding lands. 

- Sensitive planning for use which includes not only resource development and 

restoration but also opportunities for education and interpretation. 

- I think you need to harden the trails in critical areas. 

3. 	 What should the Bureau of Land Management do to ensure that 

the best will occur? 

-	 Develop a long-term plan and stick to it. 

- Make it clear what the commitments and responsibilities are for the RAC 

involvement. 

-	 Use local resources for the monument. Community involvement. 

-	 Figure out a way to access monument lands without the unnecessary use of 

private vehicles. 

- Develop a long-range vision for use and then develop a reasonable and feasible 

plan to implement that vision. 

- Allocate adequate funds for management and restoration activities based on 

science. 

- Continue to tap deeply into local stakeholders,  providing the process framework 

that will be most effective to achieve a good outcome 

-	 Participate in the process; development, evaluation, monitoring. Work on ways to 

“partner” with other orgs.  “Communities of interest” 

- Be involved.  Be a “hands on” organization that actively manages & listens to its 

staff, volunteers & visitors to the monument. 

- Keep the community involved and hire personnel responsive to the Lopesian 

people. 

- Maintain funding sources and continue incorporation of community input – with 

regard to protection. 

-	 Listening to the locals can cut both ways. 
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- Use their expertise to help find ways to balance creative local competing 

priorities. 

- Work in conjunction with locals, scientists, biologists, botanists to determine what 

is needed. 

- Concern---Remove all hunting from the recreation lands.  Local hunters can ask 

private property owners for permission.  BLM lands are now used almost entirely 

by off island visitors who do not know of extent of use. Also - hunters are not 

paying attention to shotgun regulations and instead are using rifles. 

- Keep the community involved, and fund personnel who listen to their voices. 

- Staff that can organize/utilize local volunteers/keep local sense of “ownership.” 

- Keep Nick Teague and keep him happy. 

- No advertising on the monument. 

- Funding Manpower/overseeing the land and its use. 

- Not advertise the monument. 

- Careful selection of resource advisory committee. And thorough public process. 

for management plan 

- Better signage for trails and “full” sign for parking lots. 

- Let locals control the lands 

- Continue these community meetings. 

- Speed up formats of the Resource Advisory  Committee and make a compelling 

case for all local members 

- Slow down the national public outreach until the management plan is being 

implemented. 

- Be attentive to the needs and wants of the island residents keeping in mind the 

responsibility of the BLM in carrying out their mission 

- Stay involved as a monitor – Talk with the county regarding redirecting our 

Visitor Bureau from making S.JC. a world destination To helping develop 

educational programs for visitors 

- Show up.  Spend time on each site and keep actively current with the concerns 

and input of locals.  Then make the best use of government and local resources to 

manage the land. 

- Become a part of the community 

- Ensure adequate funding and staff. 

- Build the widest practicable working coalition with local organizations and 

neighboring landowners. 

- Educate the public on conscientious land use, i.e. limit advertisement of properties 

proper signage restrooms. 

- I have no idea! 

- Not promote it, and not be too accommodating. It should not be over managed. 

- Encourage participation in the planning and stewardship by the local residents 

- Listen to community concerns and ideas in sessions such as this and learn from 

other National Monument sites what they have done. 

- Develop a vision for use (1) Dedicate(illegible) on expected workable use (2) 

maximize scope of use Develop a flexible, realistic workable plan that maximizes 

and balances uses and maintains “naturalness and beautify of the land (sic) 
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- (1) Participate in planning, processes (2) Maintain interest (3) Think outside the 

Box. 

- Monitor the coal transport and ensure the cherry point terminal never happens. 

- Hire people who are responsive to local community concerns and customs as well 

as being pleased to be part of this community. 

- Do not allow coal transport, Cherry Point 

- I feel meetings like tonight are important, using local resources. 

- Don’t overmanage it. 

- The BLM could be involved. Be a “hands on” organization that actively manages 

and listens to its staff, volunteers, visitors, and the land. 

- Develop a group or team to manage these areas. 

- Providing a strong process framework that deeply involves local stakeholders. 

- Maintain funding sources and continue incorporation of community input with 

regard to protection. 

- Build the widest possible coalition with as many partners as possible. 

- More training for monitors. Volunteers for every site. 

- Keep involving the public in planning and implementation 

- Follow through (action committee) 

- Educate the public to respect the designated walking and boating areas so that 

native plants & animals can thrive. 

- Work to ensure that respect and appreciation among stakeholders carries the 

conservation momentum 

- Dollars will lessen rather than increase for management, signage, upkeep and 

coordination 

- Educate the public, locals and tourists, about value of the lands by signage, use of 

partner organizations and schools 

- Outreach and education efforts in the community regarding opportunities for 

participation in planning. 

- In a responsible and fair way, combine the ideas of the public and agency people 

into the best possible management plan, and provide the funds and personnel to 

fulfill the plan into the distant future 

- Really listen to the local community + public be transparent 

- Get funding…care of land 

- Funding as needed, keep up good media coverage. 

- Outreach could clarify misconceptions to be respectfully enjoyed by all of us. 

- Solid protection and preservation of resources - monument lands are both 

protected and available for public (illegible) 

- Assign good program managers to educate and work with the community. 

- Maintain a balance of protection and clear public use, knowledge and limits. 

- Keep up good media coverage and make sure funding is adequate and staff relates 

to the community. 

- Really Listen 

- Take advantage of cooperation of adjacent landowners, make any maps or 

publications about the monument clear as to the intent and what activities are 

permitted in the various areas. 

- First, get funding. Second, base the care of the land on science. 
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- Follow through (with the advisory committee) and smaller groups that are 

involved. Community involvement. 

- Wisely manage the bucks. 

- Have one employee manage the monument and have a minimalist plan. Don’t 

build anymore bureaucracy. 

- Solicit volunteer labor. 

- Utilizing a public process that includes contacts of and invitations to all 

stakeholders, devise a plan for management implements and follows it. 

- Outreach and education efforts with partners, existing and potential, and the 

community regarding opportunities for participation in planning. 

- Increase efficiency while funding critical science management activities necessary 

to ensure accomplishments! 

- Bring in more BLM monitors – a bunch! 

- BLM needs to maintain a budget that is adequate to maintain increased 

community involvement, and highly trained staff in environmental issues. 

- Manage carefully.  Communicate with the public 

- Keep Nick Teague forever! 

- Leave it all the same as it is.  Not even government buildings.  Do not let the 

properties be traded or sold to private or commercial interests ever.  Regarding 

signage – a compromise – handout maps – with coordinated number system. 

- Thorough survey of natural & cultural resources in order to understand what will 

be imparted. 

- Continue to open up to community involvement in planning action agendas, 

include educators, researchers, and cultural leaders regarding policy. 

- Continued conversation, simplify channels to decision making. 

- Lots of public relations and communications. 

- BLM should send the president a position opposing the coal terminal. 

- Budget to maintain BLM staff to increase community involvement + highly 

trained staff in environmental issues. 

- Continue engaging the local community at any opportunity to participate in 

partnerships to promote science. 

- Engage with locals to proceed at a faster-than-government pace 

- Ensure that adequate public input to the development of the management is 

encouraged. 

- Take advantage of cooperation of adjacent lands owners. Make any maps or 

publications about the monument clear as to the extent and what activities are 

permitted in the various areas. 

- Clearly identify funding needs, coordinate with the partners, gather support and 

advocacy to acquire the resources you need. 

- By collaborating closely with all neighbors and the public you will receive the 

public support necessary to ensure the best will occur. 

- Listen to local input and citizens groups and adjust the RMP accordingly. 

- Simplify channels for decision-making. Continued conversation. 

- Implement a fair easy access policy to the lands. 

- Make thoughtful and timely decisions. 
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- We need the appropriate access guidelines for the public and the appropriate 

signage or maps at these sites. 

- Plenty of communications and public relations regarding proper access to select 

sites. 

- BLM should send the President a position paper opposing the coal terminal. 

4.  What are you willing to do to ensure that the best will occur?
 

- Participate 

- Keep my eye on the BLM. 

- Bring my resources to the local initiative. 

- Be a good listener and be responsive to challenges. 

- Maintain my relationship w/our creator 

- Volunteer to spend one day a month walking at Iceberg Point, and monitoring its 

condition and how many visitors are there. 

- Work with community as often as I can and diligently maintain relationships. 

- Bring my treasure chest of resources to the local initiative. 

- Volunteer to remove invasive species and other tasks. 

- Utilizing public process that includes contacts of & invitations to all stakeholders, 

devises plan for management, implements and follows it. 

- Vote Democratic for those damn progressive tax types. 

- Active participant to the extent possible.  Be a good listener and responsive to 

challenges. 

- (1) Attend a few public meetings for planning; (2) submit ideas via email; (3) 

Educate the visiting public with occasional personal contacts; (4) Volunteer to 

remove invasive species. 

- Make myself open and available to all perspectives and work like a mule 

- Participate as best I can 

- Try to co-operate with guidelines to protect the area: land, water, flora and fauna 

and share these values with others.  NOT be on a committee, but encourage 

appropriate individuals. 

- Promote and support Monument values among islanders as questions arise. 

- Provide input into the development of plans for protection a public use.  Work 

with community as often as I can and diligently maintain relationships 

- Promote and support monument values among the islanders as questions arise 

- I am willing to continue to participate in the development of the management 

plan, and enlist the support of friends and neighbors. 

- Provide input into development of plans related to protection and public use. 

- Call attention to areas that are overused or need better protection – and willing to 

communicate with legislators because you have to keep them aware of budgetary 

needs for BLM lands. 

- Keep monitoring the lands and providing advice and comments on proposed 

plans. 

- Sharing the land. Partnering with BLM. 
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- Maintaining an interest. Thinking outside of the box. Participation in the planning 

process. 

- Help monitor. Participate and stand up for those traditional uses. 

- Learn about volunteer opportunities and get involved. Be available as a sounding 

board for suggestions and for improvements. 

- I will continue to participate in the planning and use of the monument. 

- Be willing to volunteer in whatever way I can. 

- Continue the BLM volunteer monitoring program and make sure it continues to 

encourage passionate volunteers. 

- Continue serving as a volunteer BLM monitor, as long as I am physically able---

and then also continue to enjoy and explore the new monument. 

- Volunteer in any way needed. 

- Volunteer time and labor  to restore or monitor areas. 

- Volunteer to participate as much as possible---continued local doing is important 

- Volunteer in whatever way I can. 

- I would be willing to help by attending meetings, monitoring lands, and educating 

monument visitors. 

- Volunteer to maintain trails. 

- I am willing to support BLM funding from my elected reps, willing to be a 

volunteer monitor, willing to speak up if I see someone breaking the 

rules…politely of course! 

- I’m willing to volunteer time and labor to restore and monitor areas. 

- Active in preserving the nature by continuity to pick up trash and vote against the 

cherry point project. Report any poachers or polluters on the water. 

- Educate our guests as to the proper use of the BLM lands & NM.  Be aware and 

watchful when we personally enjoy the lands.  Respect for the land. 

- Attend meetings, educate visitors and monitor lands. 

- Communicate any issues with Nick T. 

- Continue to visit the NM to provide positive input. 

- Elect Tom Reeve for RAC. 

- Personally use and encourage the lands with care. 

- Start my involvement by being a docent on Patos Island. 

- Participate in public process.  Nominate Tom Reeve and Tom Cowan to the RAC 

- Make nominations for the committee and stay involved. 

- I am willing to support and promote to needs and  wants of the BLM thru 

volunteer hours and labor 

- Show up.  Be a conscientious caretaker of the lands.  Take part in working with 

BLM as a community member when necessary.  Encourage other islanders to do 

the same. 

- Work as a community member, scientist, and organize - work as hard and get as 

muddy as necessary. 

- Be a part of those community input meetings/Resource Advisory Committee. 

- Continue to mobilize and train local citizen-scientists to conduct research, engage 

visitors, and assist BLM with landscape restoration. 

- Help maintain trails + brainstorm signage placement.  Continue to be involved 

w/community input Be a RAC member 
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- To help monitor. 

- Stand up for traditional & (illegible) uses of the land. 

- I will  continue to participate in the use & planning of the monument 

- I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities and become involved in an 

area of need. 

- Continue the BLM volunteer monitor program + make sure that it continues to be 

encourage passionate volunteers – Also to be available as a sounding board for 

suggestions for improvements. 

- I will be active in preserving the Nature be picking up trash and continue to vote 

against Cherry Point Project and report any poachers and  polluters 

- Our family is willing to work with the BLM to allow access, recognize the 2way 

street 

- I’d like to work on developing a community of interest, to find ways to support 

the goals of the resource management plan. Somewhere in there there’s got to be 

a local organization slant. 

- Continued local doing is important and I’m willing to volunteer. 

- Stay informed.  Help with volunteer trail work.  Use trails. 

- Write letters and talk it up. 

- Volunteer to help organize trail maintenance for multi-use trails. 

- Participate in this ongoing public process; help with identification of cultural 

resources. 

- Continue dedicating myself to connect to the BLM activities and events and 

promote any form of partnership through my own networks 

- Donate my time and money and keep informed 

- Communicate the importance of the monument, + appropriate sites to access/visit, 

to potential visitors and travel writers.  Help BLM talk to students in SJ Island. 

- Write my own letters to public officials opposing the terminal 

- Keep informed about Monument developments and spread the word 

- Continue – working with the local community – maintain and improve 

communication w/local community and regional experts. 

- Listen, speak, volunteer 

- Volunteer for San Juan Island NM work parties. Remain informed. 

- Attend meetings like this and encourage the staff of some of these meetings to 

bring coffee and tea. 

- I’ll be a partner and an advocate and help educate the public on stewardship and 

leave no trace principals. 

- I am willing to continue to participate in the development of the management plan 

and enlist the support of friends and neighbors. 

- Stay involved in the process, offer expertise in issues critical to wildlife, 

conservation and sensitive sites. 

- Promote partnerships through my networks. 

- Provide input on policy planning regarding access to the lands. 

- Organize volunteers for trail maintenance for multi-use. 

- Regarding signage hand out maps with coordinate number system. 

- Cheer when it all works. 

- Be willing to write my own letters to public officers concerning the coal terminal 
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Letters and Emails 

My family has lived on the west side of San Juan Island for almost 60 years, + 
treasured its wildness. 

We welcome the new National Monument + the BLM interim manager.  We 
hope that with National Monument designation, BLM properties that are 
currently natural areas can remain as natural areas. 

My special concern is with small islands + rocks. 

(1) They are real refuges: from dogs, from cats, from foxes, + from people.  We 
have seen a deer jump into the water + swim to an island to escape dogs.  I have 
seen a seal mother nursing a pup on an off-shore rock.  Many marine + ground 
nesting birds depend on these rocks.  Many are used as haul-outs by seals. 

(2) They are the most sensative areas.  It would not take much foot traffic to 
erode the thin soil + destroy areas such as bank swallow homes. It only took one 
canoe landing each year for several years to end the cycle of nesting by an 
oystercatcher family on one island. Last year I saw a group of 9 otter drink 
rainwater from one rock, then swim over to an island where they turned back 
because of kayaks that had landed. 

(3) They are the most difficult areas to monitor, being so spread out and 
inaccessible by car.  In addition to concerns about the impact of visitors on 
wildlife, I think it would be confusing for visitors to these areas to distinguish 
between National Monument + private property. 

I urge you to consider designating small offshore rocks + islands as nature 

preserves, + importantly, labeling them on any maps of the National Monument
 
as “closed” to people.
 
Thank you.
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 

 The first is fairly obvious, but often willfully ignored: originally, in the US legal system, all 
Western land here was public, government land—acknowledging, of course, that it aboriginally 
‘belonged’ to the Salish. Through the process of ‘alienation’—state trust lands deeded through 
enabling legislation, allocation of military and coast guard preserves, etc. as well as the main 
engines of preemption and homesteading—this public land eventually moved into specific 
governmental agency (and GLO to BLM) purview and to private property—but it all began as 
public. And, in a certain sense, what currently constitute the BLM holdings in the Monument are 
‘leftovers.’ 
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 Although the strong emphasis—and rightly so—has been on Salish prehistoric sites in the 
islands, there is an often neglected component of EuroAmerican historic sites, both 
archaeological and architectural (standing). This is a vital part of the history of the settlement of 
the islands. Often it is vernacular and ephemeral, involving common, everyday objects and 
structures that are neither enduring (durable) nor endearing (who doesn’t like a lighthouse?). An 
example is the complex of fisherman’s ‘shacks’ that I investigated with Nick Teague on Kellet 
Bluff (Henry Island) that were used by reef netters at Open Bay. 

 My third point is that there is a very significant period of ‘transition’ from Salish seasonal 
resource use (usufruct) to EuroAmerican occupation and settlement of the islands. This was 
physically and culturally consummated in intermarriage (EuroAmerican men marrying Salish 
women) but also in the physical landscape: the changes in reef netting techniques (transition 
from canoes to clinker-built boats); agricultural transitions such as transition from camas to potato 
and wooly dogs to sheep; and even some architectural hybridization (changes from long house 
construction to the Hudson Bay Style, timber framing, and then balloon frame construction. 
These transitions have left only subtle traces on the land, but given that the preponderance of 
BLM (i.e., Monument) holdings in the San Juans are small islands, this may take on a more 
important aspect: ‘marginalization’ offers not only benevolent neglect (and therefore 
preservation), but also emphasis on distinctive use. One example is the Salish practice of 
isolating wooly dogs on smaller islands in order to keep the breed pure (away from ordinary 
village dogs) and subsequent EuroAmerican use of small islands for isolating rams or specific 
flocks of sheep; another is the retention of camas planning beds on smaller, ‘outer’ islands 
because the introduction of pigs by the HBC and EuroAmerican settlers in an open range 
situation had devastated traditional camas planting grounds on the ‘main’ islands. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Question 1: The worst thing that could happen are the appearance of plenty of printed 
signs posted on BLM rocks and minute little islands in the water stating that this belongs 
to the National Monument and cannot be treaded upon. I heard someone state at the 
meeting that Indian Island should have signs warning people not to tread on oyster 
catcher nests. Next, you could just prohibit access to that little island altogether. This 
would be sad. 

Question 2: The best thing that could happen is to leave things the way they are. To 
my knowledge there is no specific indication that the residents of San Juan County have 
taken any action that jeopardizes the environments and beauty of our lands. We like 
being here. We know why we live here and are already responsible stewards of the land. 

Question 3: Offer education sessions or guided tours on the BLM lands affected, if you 
will. Publicize what messages you feel need to be conveyed. Engage the public in the 
specifics that you feel require protection under the flag of the National Monument, 
especially during the tourist season. 

Question 4: I am physically unable to participate, but you could encourage some folks 
to come forward and volunteer their services to help with activities stated under 3 
above. 
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As to the Monument, please make sure that any restrictions regarding the BLM lands 
don’t include properties that border the BLM lands and that bordering private property 
cannot be taken away by the Federal Government in what would be tantamount to a 
confiscatory manner. That would probably be a worst scenario accompanying the 
change of having the BLM/National Monument as a new neighbor. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


