
2012 Rogue River Users Meeting Notes 
November 14, 2012, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., Grants Pass Interagency Office 
 
Members of public in attendance: 21 
Conf Call Attendees: 3 
 
(Prior to start of meeting) 

Q: Audience member asked for clarification whether there was a separate outfitter meeting.   
A: It was decided at the January combined meeting that BLM/FS would host one combined public meeting 

this fall, with no separate meeting being hosted for outfitters.  If groups hold meetings and invite the 
agency to those meetings, then agency personnel may attend. 

 
Introductions 
 
Explanation of Agenda, Ground Rules, and Breakout Groups  
 
BLM & USFS Collections/Expenditures 

Q: Did the USFS $20 K include picking up garbage at Foster Bar?   
A: Yes. 
 

Rogue River Actual Use 
Q: Does the visitor use numbers for privates include a person multiple times if they go on multiple trips?   
A: Yes. 
 
Q: What is the reason for the 1995/1996 usage increase?   
A: The season length was increased. 
 
Q: What is the reason for the 2004 usage decrease?   
A: Closure due to the Blossom Fire. 
 
Q: Are the figures for commercial floaters on the rivers inclusive of guides?   
A: No. 
 
Q: Do you record the total number of guides that float the river?  
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Is there a penalty for commercial no show?  Is it the same as for private no shows?   
A: Commercial no shows lose the launch date closest to the launch date on next year’s calendar.  Also, 

they must pay the average revenue from that date. 
 
Q: What are you checking parties for in the recreational section of the river?   
A: We are keeping track of numbers of users.  Commercially, we are keeping track that valid commercial 

outfitters are operating.  Also, we are providing public outreach and education. 
 
Q: What does a USFS compliance check look like?  Is it verbal or a pass-by in the jet boat?   
A: It can be either, depending on what is needed and doable from the jet boat. 
 
Q: Do BLM and USFS coordinate so that compliance trips do not cover the same dates? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Does the USFS check compliance up as far as Blossom?   
A: Yes.   



 
Q: Does the BLM check compliance down as far as Marial?   
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Are the BLM river ranger reports generated as a result of complaints from river users or are they 

generated as a result of observations by agency staff?   
A: They are both.  
 
Q: Are the BLM river ranger reports broken down by commercial vs. privates?  
A: No. 
 
Q: Why not?   
A: Perhaps that is a question for later during the break out groups. 

 
Law Enforcement 

Q: If a person has a state marijuana card, will federal officers recognize this when contacting a River user 
who is in possession of marijuana?  

A: No.  It is still a Schedule 1 drug and is illegal.  Please remember that case specific information will not 
be discussed in this forum.   

 
Q: Do you have notes on each one of these violations that you maintain?   
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Are those notes available as public information?   
A: Some are, but those still under investigation and those containing personal info are not. 

 
Bears 

Q: Why is it important to monitor the bears?   
A: To identify problem bears, trends in human-bear interactions, and to check the effectiveness of our 

bear country camping public education programs.   
 
Q: Which campsite was that where ODFW took the bear years ago.   
A: Possibly Brushy Bar, but that information will definitely be provided if requested. 
 
Q: Is there a trend toward putting up less electrified bear fencing?   
A: Not on USFS and not on BLM.  Also, BLM has portable bear fencing available for check out. 

 
Winkle Bar 

Q: How long have you owned the Winkle Bar site?   
A: About 5 years. 
 
Q: Don’t you think it’s time you got something started on Winkle?   
A: The maintenance planning and prioritizing needs to be done first, and is time consuming. 
 
Comment: The cabin was refurbished.  You guys did that which was great. 
 
Q: Is there any move to allow public access to the inside of the cabin?   
A: Not at this point. 
 
Q: What about the private organization that wants to do something at Winkle? 
A: Some organizations have donated money for specific and non-specific purposes.  Zane Grey West 

society donated $1000 a few years ago. 
 



 
Q: Are the two sleeping cabins going to be burned?   
A: No.  They have good roofs and are basically sound. 
 
Q: Will you need to do an EA for Winkle?   
A: Eventually, yes, but in the short term, a larger picture plan needs to be made for the site. 
 

River Float Permit Reservations 
      Q: Are you working on making the reservations available online? 
      A: Online reservation system may happen in a couple more years. 

 
Comment: The Colorado River has a system that works, including for no shows.  Please consider that when 
planning your system. 
 
Comment: The John Day has had a trial period that I strongly recommend, that happens before it goes into 
effect. 

 
Follow up items from 2011 Meetings 

Q: Is there any info on the suggested age for people hiking the trail?   
A: I don’t think we can legally do that.  People differ so much, everyone has different abilities. 
 
Q: Do you have the numbers from the poo counts?   
A: Yes, they are at the displays at the back of the room. 
 
Q: How is dog stuff dealt with?   
A: There were bags available at the visitor center for this.   
 
Q: Where do people put the bagged dog poop?   
A: Ideally, into their trash. 
 
Comment:  Consider adding Bear Camp road conditions info to Trip Check.  
Reply:  Trip Check may only be applicable to state highways, but we will look into it. 
 
Comment: Consider adding a Facebook page to keep people updated on river access conditions. 
 
Comment: Consider getting a road conditions camera going for Bear Camp Road. 
 

2013 Operations 
Q: Will timber hauling occur during spring?   
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Is that coming off of the Burnt Ridge side?   
A: That info will be on the web page, please check that. 
 
Q: Will the Culvert Replacement be posted in Glendale?   
A: The Eden Valley Route through Glendale will not be affected, just to Grave Creek. 

Announcement:  At the Rogue River Ranch work will include water system, refurbishment of tabernacle & 
museum. 

 
Announcement:  Instead of contracting with the State of Oregon to plow Bear Camp Road last year, a USFS 

crew out Umpqua Forest did the work.  They will be used again this year. However, if there is a lot of 
snow, Bear Camp might not open until after Memorial Day. 



 
Q: Is there any further discussion of paving Burnt Ridge?   
A: (From Alan Vandiver, USFS) Long term, we are convinced that’s the right thing to do, but planning 

needs to be done to make that happen.  
 
Q: Is there any talk of fixing the slumps on Bear Camp Road?   
A: Burnt Ridge could be chip sealed at a lower cost. 
 
Announcement:  If you hear of trees down, please alert managing agencies about tree size, locations, etc. 
 
Q: Is Mule Creek Trail still being maintained? 
A:  Mule Creek Trail was maintained by USFS 2 years ago.  Trees have since fallen on the trail and poison 

oak has made it impassable.  With funding available, USFS is trying first to keep the Rogue River trail 
open, then other feeder trails. 

 
Q: Who do I call to find out if Eden Valley is passable?   
A: Contact the Powers Ranger District.  Robin McAlpin is the District Engineer. 

 
Break Out Group Possibilities 

 Law Enforcement - determination of priorities 

 Availability of info/updates about the river conditions and access road conditions 

 Transparency on financial expenditures 

 Campsite competition 

 Dogs & noise created by them.  Tracking of numbers of dogs in river corridor. 

 Discussion on the decision to go from separate meetings to one meeting. 

 Equity in regulation of rafters and hikers and fishermen 

 Winkle Bar  
 
Top three break out groups: 

 Dogs 
o Problem:   

 Overall impact of dogs is not regulated 
 Impact includes dog waste and urination, safety issues on trails, impact on wilderness 

experience (noise and entering other camps) 
o Proposed solutions: 

  Include dogs in user #’s permitted per trip 
 Monitor to collect data on dog presence in corridor (river and trail) 
 Leash laws 
 Public education/outreach on impacts of dogs 

 

 Campsite competition 
o Problem:  

 Group sizes on Rogue do not match campsite sizes   
 Small groups take large camps 
 Commercial group size (90% of groups greater than 12 is thought to be commercial) 
 Too many groups overall? 
 How many noncommercial groups stay at lodges 
 Disparate usage of campsites that have toilets 

o Proposed solutions:   
 Do campsite inventories to determine appropriate size 
 Prohibit layovers at large camps 



 First come first served language may contradict management intention for campsite 
usage given group size 

 Keep groups together (for commercial and private) 
 Reduce total group size 
 Campsite reservations 

 

 Law Enforcement  
o Problem: 

 Increased law enforcement presence on river 
 Different style of user contacts 
 Are they doing compliance? 
 What is the reasoning for the increased presence? 
 Who does law enforcement answer to?  BLM Law Enforcement officers answer directly 

to Don Robinson, then Mary Smelcer, then Dayne Barron at Medford, then Jerry  at 
State Office. 

 Who to contact regarding Law Enforcement presence on Rogue?  Contact BLM Field 
Manager Alan Bollschweiler at the Grants Pass Interagency Office. 

o Proposed Solutions: 
 Provide more info (printed and posted) to public regarding law enforcement goals and 

actions on Rogue 
 
Any final questions? 

Q: How will agencies follow up on items discussed in tonight’s meeting? 
A: Last year, BLM and FS met and discussed hot topics and break out group suggestions to see if there was 
anything that could be implemented for the upcoming season.  We plan to do the same this year and 
report back at the January 2013 meeting. 
 
Q: How are notices regarding the float permit lottery put out to public?   
A: On the BLM website, at Rand, and through float lottery mailing list. 

 
Next meeting 
Wednesday, January 23, 2013, 10:00 to 12:00, at the Grants Pass Interagency Office, 2164 NE Spalding Avenue.      
 

 


