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I am the largest rodent in North America. I cut down trees with my 
large incisor teeth! The fallen trees make dams. My home (also 
known as my lodge) is built in the water that forms behind my dam. 
Bark and branches are my favorite food. I am important to other 
wildlife because many other animals live in the wetlands I create. 





I belong to the weasel family. Though I am a land animal, I spend a 
lot of time near water and can dive in water to depths of 10 feet 
while hunting fish. I am a fierce predator and also hunt birds, frogs, 
eggs, and rodents. Like a skunk, I have a stinky scent which I release 
when I am threatened. 



I can grow to be up to 4 feet tall with a 6 foot wing span. My long, stilt 
like legs allow me to wade slowly or stand still in shallow water while I 
hunt. When a fish or frog swims by, I lunge my head into the water and 
stab it with my sharp beak. You will find my nest high in trees, usually 
close to water, where it is safe from predators. My blue-grey coloring 
helps me blend in with my surroundings. I can live up to 15 years!



I am a female duck and I make my nest in tall grass. My feathers are the 
color of dried grass so I can remain camouflaged while sitting on my eggs. 
After my eggs hatch I lead my ducklings to water where they can swim 
and find food. If I am male, I have  beautiful green feathers on my head. 



In 1782, I became the national symbol of America. I am a large bird of 
prey with white feathers on my head and a white tail. You can find my 
huge nest in trees and snags near water. In 1963 I was put on the 
endangered species list as human activities threatened my population. I 
was removed from the list in 2007, though, nationally, my population 
remains low. My favorite food is fish and I can often be seen flying over 
water in search of food.



If I am a male, during the spring I have beautiful red patches on my 
wings that I flash to attract females. I nest and raise my young in 
wetlands. Later in the year, I may be seen with other blackbirds in 
large flocks that can have thousands of birds! I defend my territory 
fiercely, and may even attack humans or horses if they come to close! 



I am very playful! You’ll find me sliding, wrestling, belly flopping, and 
somersaulting in and around marshes, lakes, streams and rivers. I use 
my sharp teeth to eat fish, frogs, crayfish, salamanders and aquatic 
beetles. I can hold my breath for 4 minutes and I close my nose and 
ears when diving to keep water out.



Some people call me the fish hawk because most of my diet consists 
of fish. I fly over water until I see a fish, and then dive into the water 
to catch it with my strong feet! I have tiny bumps on my feet and 
long claws called talons that help me hold my prey! You can find my 
nests on snags or on the tops of telephone poles near water. 



I am called a buck because I am male. Females are called does and 
our young are called fawns. Fawns have white spots on their backs 
which help to camouflage them from predators. I weigh up to      
300 lbs and can run up to 30 miles per hour to escape predators! I 
have four chambers in my stomach to help me digest woody plants 
most animals can’t eat. I like to visit wetlands because they are cool 
during the summer and there is always plenty of food for me to eat.



I am a large animal and can stand up to 7 feet tall! During the winter 
I hibernate in my den. Most of my diet consists of plants but I also 
eat deer and fish. I spend time near streams and rivers catching 
salmon and escaping the summer heat. I can swim up to 1.5 miles 
and can also run over 30 mph if I’m in good shape. My excellent 
sense of smell helps me find food.



Take your shoe off and place your 
foot on the bear track. Trace 

your foot with a crayon. 
How tall are you? 

How much do 
you weigh?

This is the hind foot 
track of a black bear. This 

big bear is 7 feet long and 
weighs 600 pounds!



My horns are actually just feathers that stick up. I have excellent 
hearing and large eyes to help me see at night while I hunt for food. 
I regularly kill and eat other owls and will prey on nestling Ospreys 
and Peregrine falcons. I am the only animal that regularly eats 
skunks! I am also a large predator of crows. Flocks of crows will 
come together and yell at me for hours to try to drive me away! 



I am the largest woodpecker in North America! I search for insects by 
carving deep, rectangular holes in trees with my powerful beak. 
When making a really large hole, other woodpeckers and wrens may 
come and join the feast. I have a loud, ringing call that sounds like 
laughter.



My scientific name means “barking dog” in Latin. I can weigh up to 50 
lbs. When I am 2 years old, I find a lifelong mate and we will have 1-12 
pups in the spring. I supply my pups with live mice to practice hunting. 
My family and I communicate by barking, howling, growling, and 
through body language. I am an omnivore and eat mice, rabbits, 
insects, frogs, berries, fruits, lizards, and more! 



I never den more than 1200 feet from water. I look for food along 
streams and rivers. All of my food is cleaned before eating it by 
putting it in water and feeling for any foreign objects. My hands 
have lots of nerve endings so I have a great sense of touch and can 
locate food under rocks or in logs. I am nocturnal and sleep in 
hollow trees or chimneys during the day!



I build a nest made of leaves inside hollow trees. Acorns are my 
favorite food and I will collect and bury them in the ground to store 
for food in the winter. The acorns I forget to dig up grow into oak 
trees and provide future generation’s with acorns! 







Building nest boxes can help birds! Ask your parents or an 
adult to help you build a nest box. These children are 
making bluebird nesting boxes. They will put them on posts 
near fields. During the spring they can watch the bluebirds 
use them. 

Oregon’s State Bird is  _____________________



These children are planting trees on a hillside. Trees 
provide important habitat for many animals to live. Trees 
provide shade, shelter, and food. They are an important 
part of a healthy ecosystem. 



A great way to help animals is to learn about them! Go hiking on public lands 
with your family or friends to watch wildlife. Pay attention to the sounds they 
make, foods they eat, and how they might escape danger. Look for evidence of 
animals by searching for footprints, scat, and plants that have been eaten. Listen 
for wildlife while hiking, and stand still after spotting wildlife so you don’t  
scare them. Stay on the trail for your safety and to respect the wildlife’s home!  



You can create wildlife habitat at your school or in your 
backyard! Projects can be small, such as creating a habitat in a 
bird bath, or large, such as planting trees and restoring wetland 
areas. These projects can bring more wildlife to your school and 
are a fun, hands-on way to learn and get outside!  



Get to know your wildlife neighbors! This family has 
built a bat box and hung it on the side of their house. 
Bats will sleep in the box during the day. At night the 
bats will fly out and eat mosquitoes and other insects 
in the neighborhood. Bats are good neighbors!



1. Respect the Environment—Everything in the  environment—soils, plants, animals, air, 
water—are connected. The quality of life is directly dependent upon this system, so we 
must all do our part to protect our environment and keep it clean.

2. Conserve Water—Water is such an everyday part of our lives that it's all too easy to take 
it for granted. Conserving water means sharing water with all of earths inhabitants, 
including wildlife. Conserve water, it's precious! 

3. Don't Pollute or Litter—Pollution is one of the greatest threats facing our planet and the 
inhabitants that call it home (including humans and wildlife). Support all efforts to 
control pollution and don't litter.

4. Leave Baby Animals Alone—Many young wild animals die because people find them and 
think they've been abandoned. This is rarely the case. Baby animals should be left in the 
wild where their mothers can properly care for them.

5. Install Bird Houses and Bird Feeders—Bird houses provide many kinds of cavity nesting 
birds with places to raise their young. Create habitat in your backyard with bird feeders.  
Feeding birds brings countless species within an easy viewing distance to enjoy. 

6. Do Not Touch Wildlife—Wildlife is wild! It can bite or scratch you if get too close. Sick or 
dying animals can carry diseases that you can catch. If you find a sick of dying animal, tell 
an adult. 

7. Garden for Wildlife—Landscape using plants, trees, and shrubs with wildlife in mind. Visit 
your local Home and Garden Center to learn about wildlife friendly gardening.

8. Never Feed Wild Animals Human Food—Fed animals become problem animals, often 
resulting in their removal and sometimes death. Additionally, they are not used to human 
food and can become sick or even die from eating it. Keep wild animals “wild”!

9. Leave No Trace—When visiting nature, remember we are guests in the home of wildlife. 
Be a considerate guest and leave it as you have found it. Take only pictures, leave only 
footsteps. Stay on designated trails. Be a quiet guest to prevent disturbance; you might 
even be lucky enough to spot an animal. 

10. Learn as much as you can about Wildlife and Get Involved! Learn about wildlife in your 
area, what they depend upon, and what species are rare or threatened. Get involved 
with restoration projects and events put on by your local parks or wildlife organizations 
to learn more about what you can do to help wildlife!
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