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To take part in our education program, teachers may choose one or two topic for their focused 

education day. Each topic includes hands-on, interactive activities for students. 

 

 

 Salmon and the Riparian Zone 

Students explore the life cycle of salmon in the Rogue River and the role the riparian zone 

plays in keeping salmon and our world healthy.  In addition, they will learn about the 

relationship between beaver, salmon, and the riparian zone; the significance of salmon to 

other species, including humans; macro-invertebrates and their importance to salmon and the 

riparian zone, and what is being done to protect salmon and this important environment. 

 

 Forest Management            

Students will explore the complex job of managing our forests.  They will learn about the 

lifecycle of a tree, what keeps s forest healthy, noxious weeds and other threats, the 

Wildland/Urban Interfaces (WUI), the importance of wildland fire, and the products that 

come from our forests. 

 

 Fire Ecology 

Students are led through a series of activities exploring the importance of fire in our forests.  

They will learn about the adaptations plants and animals have developed to survive and even 

benefit from fire.  Students learn how forest fires – presently and historically – are an 

important component in a healthy forest, where fire comes from, and what wildland 

firefighters are doing to manage fire in our forests.  They will also learn traditional Native 

Americans uses of fire. 

   

 Wonderful Wildlife 

Students will explore southwest Oregon wildlife, including their unique adaptations and 

characteristics through investigating skins, scat, skulls, and footprints.  They will also learn the 

importance of keystone and indicator species, how to identify animal clues in the forest, and 

what components are necessary for a healthy habitat.  

 

 Botany 

Students will learn techniques for plant identification; parts of a flower, leaf types and 

arrangements, plant adaptations, and ethnobotany (human uses of plants). They will also 

learn how noxious weeds take over the landscape and threaten native and rare plants of 

southwest Oregon.  

 

 Indians of the Rogue  

Students learn about the Native Americans of southwest Oregon. They will learn about their 

seasonal settlement patterns, how they lived with the land, the use of fire as a land 

management tool, and where the Native American people are today.  Students will also 

compare and contrast Native American traditional culture to our present day culture.  

 


