
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 


THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN1!ERIOR, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUIU:, AND 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

ON BLM FOREST MANAGEMENT IN WESTERN OREGON 


I. 	 Purpose 
The Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of 
Commerce (hereinafter together referred to as "the Federal Agencies") enter into this 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to formally recognize their role and interests in 
western Oregon forests and to establish a framework to carry out recommendations in the 
Western Oregon Task Force Final Report, dated July 22, 2010 (Report), including those 
that seek to increase collaboration, review science and data, improve consultation, and 
manage for sustainability. This MOU facilitates Federal cooperation and coordination on 
the management of forests managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), assists 
the Federal Agencies in reaching a common understanding of the vision of Federal 
forests under the Northwest Forest Plan, and makes a commitment- by the Federal 
Agencies to support one another within each Agency's specific mission. 

This MOU and the associated actions will help lay the foundation for the BLM's future 
land-use planning efforts for the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937 (O&C Act) 
lands and can inform U.S. Forest Service (FS) activities. Other bureaus within the 
Federal Agencies that play an important role in western Oregon forest management 
include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the Nationa~ Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

II. 	 Statutory Authorities 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. §1701 et seq.) 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.c. § 1531 et seq.) 
National Forest Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. § 1600 et seq.) 

III. Scope and Objectives 
The Federal Agencies agree that it is a regional priority to bring greater certainty and 
stability to the management of BLM forests in western Oregon by increasing efforts to 

-collaborate with one another, with stakeholders, and with the publi~. The Federal 
Agencies recognize their respective roles in forest management and agree to lead by 
example in creating an atmosphere that is constructive, cooperativ~, and effective in 
achieving their respective agency missions. 
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IV. Implementation and 
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plan (III December 31,2010. 
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project level consultations in western Oregon andFS 
within sixty (60) (III C) days signing 

J. 	 The and FS will ,",V\JLULHU and announce a program work annually. D) 

1"ederal will seek to the use coll<:tboratives D) 
within thirty (30) days of the ~a~~~"<5 of this MOU. 

V. 	 Funding 
The 	 agreed upon will be subject to 


will cover own costs except cases where 

such . tenns of "',"",,"V.U.L,., 

activity. 

VI. 	 Administration 
The Agencies that 

This MOU expands nor 
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"'-'1.1.0'-,,,_ or other matter requiring 
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E. 	 Modifications to 
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G. 	 the Federal the MOU, in whole or in part, by a 30
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the to this MOU handled accordancelwith al-l~JH\..,a'-'J''-' laws, 

regulations, procedures, including those for prpcurement and 

4 



I 
printing. Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreemehts that shall be made 
in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be indepeilidently authorized by 
appropriate statutory authority. This MOU does not provide silich authority. 

~;~~~~~:;;y~;:y~~%!~e;r:~~::~;;~~~~;01~/~~~~~~tOl~~~~i;~:;~; to the 
trainin~ ~r other services must fully comply with all applicabl, requirements for 
competItIOn. 

1. 	 This MOU is not intended to create, and does not create, any right, benefit, or trust 
responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by or against 
any person, party, the United States, its agencies or officers, or any participant. 

VII. Contacts 
All notices, communications and coordination shall involve, at a minimum, the following 
individuals or their successors and/or designees as follows : 

A. For the United States Department of the Interior: Ken Salazar, Secretary 
B. For the United States Department of Agriculture: Tom Vilsack, Secretary 
C. For the United States Department of Commerce: Gary Locke, Secretary 

VIII. Effective Date 
This MOU is executed as of the date of the last signature, and it will terminate five years from that 
date unless extended or terminated at an earlier date as provided in section VI above. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

SEP 29 2010 
Date:~rS~ 

Secretary of the Interior 

DEP ARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Date: 
I ' TYro Vilsack 

Secretary of Agriculture 

Gary Locke 
Secretary of Co 

Date: 
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