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ntroduction

In 1995, the BLM incorporated the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFFP) into its land use plans for
the six western Oregon districts and three northern Califomnia field offices covered by the
NWFP. The Northwest Forest Plan guides the management of more than 22 million acres

of Federal forests administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S.
Departmient of Agricultune Forest Service in western Oregon, western Washington, and
northern California. The Morthwest Forest Plan was designed to be a balanced, scientifically
based, long-term management plan to produce a predictable and sustainable supply of timber,
and to pruu:ct the healt ufﬁ:lmﬂlu and wildlife. Of the 22 million acres manage ‘E under
Morthwest Forest Plan direction, BLM manages approximately 2.4 million.

The 22 million acres of federal land covered by the Morthwest Forest Plan are assigned o
one of seven land allocations. Congressional Beseoves (30 percent); Late- Successional Reserves (30 percent); Adaplive
Managemont Arcas (6 percent); Managed Late-Successional Arcas (1 pereent); Administratively Withdrawn Arcas (6

:roent); Riparian Reserves (11 percent); and Matrix (16 percent). [ti= important to note that of the 22 million acres of
|?|.L11c| within the Morthwaest Forest Plan, only 22 percent, or 5,497,100 acres are available for harvest,

The BLM Districts in western Omegon implementing the Northwest Forest Plan are: Salemn, Eugene, Roscburg, Coos
Bay, Medford, and the Lakeview District’'s Klamath Falls Besource Area. In Northemn California, the BLM Ficld Offices
implementing the Morthwest Forest Plan are Alturas, Arcata, Clear Lake, and Redding

Healthy Forests — An Initiative for
Wildfire Prevention and Stronger Communities

On August 22, 2002, President George W, Bush along with Interior Secretary Gale Morton, Agriculture Secretary Ann

Wi ni.'man, HI M Director Kathleon Clarke, and Oregon / Washington State Director Elaine Brong toured the Squires Fire in
- s i N the BLM s Medford District. The tour highlighted the need to conduct forest

i |l thinnings, fuels reduction, and other

forest health propects. At the Jackson

County Fairgrounds, President Bush

thanked firefighters and highlighted

the need for healthy forests, At the

culmination of the day, President Bush

chose southwestern Oregon as the

lecation to announce his plan: “Healthy

Forests = An Initiative for Wildfine

Prevention and Stronger Communities.”

The indtiative sill:

1. Significantly step up cfforts to prevent the damage caused by catastrophic
wildfircs by reducing unnecessary regulatory obstacles that hinder active
forest management;

2. Work with Congress to pass legislation that addresses the unhealthy forest
crisis by expediting procedures for forest thinning and restoration projects;
and,

3. Fulfill the promise of the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan to ensure the sustainable
forest management and appropriate timber produchon
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Forestry

The BLM manages 2.4 million acres of land in
western Oregon - lands that are managed under the
standards and guidelines of the Northwest Forest
Flan. Approximately 500,85 acres (or 22 percent of
the BLM western Oregon land base| are available
for imber harvest. In Fiscal Year 2002 the BLM in
western Oregon offered 162.6 million board feet
(MMBF).

The BLM reforests forest lands
after timber harvest and natural disturbances such as wildland fires. Each
District and Field Office conducts site preparation, tree planting and fertilization,
ensuring healthy forests in the future.

Recent studies show a sound scientific basis for proceeding with thinning of
young dense stands in order to enhance and accelerate some of these forest
stands’ movement toward old-growth characteristics. This research now indicates that without
thinning in certain stands, it may take longer, {up to several hundred years), before these areas
develop old-growth characteristics.

Recreation

In Fiscal Year 2002, recreation sites in western Oregon continued to participate in the national Filot Fee
Demonstration program. Fees collected through this program are invested in maintenance and visitor
services at the site where foes are collected. Camping, fishing, rafting and biking are some of the many
recreational opportunities offered on BLM public lands. In Fiscal Year 2002, the total recreation-related
revenue gencrated was $2,006,169. This figure includes fee demo site-specific revenues.

Survey and Manage

The newly revised standards and guidelines of the 2001 Survey and Manage Record of Decision
(RO} guided .lun'rmpll.-ihmflnﬂ for 2002, The Annual Species Review results were announced in
June 2002, releasing 37 species rom Survey and Manage provisions in all or parts of their ranges. The
designation of non-High Priority Sites and release of known sites from management were prepared
for six field units according to 2001 ROD standard and guidelines.

Sir. 1teg|:: survey actions continued during FY2002 with random grid surveys, purposive surveys, known site nunrea'. and
Spcies rese arch. Random grid surveys collect species occurrence data on fixed plots across the Northwest Forest Plan landscape
in reserve and matrix lands wene nppmmmahh 85% nu"nph.l:-u al the end of FY2002. Many Survey and Manage program
products rely on information collected through strategic surveys, such as new and revised Management Recommendations,
Pre-Disturbance Survey Pratocols, habitat models, and the ".||F1|l.‘;_|.|ll. Survey Implementation Guide, which identifies species
information needs and survey prioritics.

In addition, Special Management Recommendations designed to accommaodate the needs of species while accommodating fuels
treatments in accordance with the objectives of the National Fire Plan were drafted for all Survey and Manage Species. The Survey
and Manage Annual Status Report, which chronicles the accomplishments of the program was published earlier this year.

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

As a result of a settlement agreement with plaintiiffs in a lawsuit over the Survey and Manage component, the BLM and the USDA
Forest Service have begun work on a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) regarding the survey and manage
aspect of the Northwest Forest Plan.
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The SEIS would amend land and resource management pl.mh. for Mational Forests and BLM Districts within the range
of the northern \.|1|.'-||:|.'|.l ] == HI:'I1I.'F.I.||:|.' [T g ] {h'ﬁun and wiestern 1"'-'.|5~.]'|i|'|F:|I:|'|-1'|, ancd |'|-:'_t||'|!|.'|w£'a.-h.'a‘:1 L:..||i|:4_r11'||.||.

The agencies are currently in the process of collecting scoping comments on this proposal to prepare a supplemental
environmental impact statement, Comments are sought that will help the agencies identify issues to be addressed in
the SEIS and identify interested and affected persons, Preliminary issues :il;lr.'ntiﬁlh.l include: the cost of implementing
thie Sury £V an d "-.-|.|r|.|.ru program, iks effect on other .-";:,Tn-: V Programs and pnﬂ"l;pﬁ:_,. ared w}ﬁih{'r i E1n,|]1|::-'-n|
action meets all applicable laws and regulations |rn1|:.:!::1h e Oregon ard
California Lands Act of 1937, the Federal Land Policy and py: ey Management
Act, the Mational Forest Management Act, the Endangened ! I‘& | Species Act,
arvl their implementing regulations. | Wi '.:. K
T,

0

i

Jobs-In-The Woods

Riparian planting, hazardous fuels reduction, and

stream restoration are just some of the habitat and forest
restoration activities funded through the Jobs-in-the-
Winds program. In Fiscal Year 2002, l;hu BLM utilized
5&:-.".4 millinn i EI;,:II‘IEI"E'.E\II.:-II.I] El:l:lh.l:il'lh"’ (14] an:-;_"l.m'l[ﬂ:ia.h |.5-ﬁ-
restoration projects, creating jobs for displaced workers.

Other Issues

Resource Advisory Committees in Western Oregon

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (the Act) established a five year payment
schedule o local countics in Hew of funds derived from the harvest of imber on federal lands, The Act created a
mechanism for local community collaboration with BLM and the USDA Forest Service bo support prsjects on federal
land=s orF on private lamdz that borseft reeourees on federal Landg, In aecordanoe with Section 205 provisions of thee At
Oregon/ Washington BLM has chartered Resource Advisory Committees for the five western Oregon BLM Districts
that contain Oregon and California Railroad grant Limds and reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road grant lands (Coos
Bay, Eugene, Medford, Roseburg, and Salem) .

Th= five BLM Resgirce Advizory Committees have met and reviewed numerous progect proposals developed by
other agencies, counties and local governments, as well as private and non-profit entities, with estimated project
costs ranging from $20,000 to $600,000. The project types which have been recommended include road, trail, and
infrastructure maintenance, soil productivity improvement, improvements in forest ecosystemn health, watershed
restoration and maintenance, restoration and improvement of wildlife and fish habitat, control of noxious and exotic
weeds, and the reestablishment of native species,

National Fire Plan

The American people, their property, and our environment,
particularly the forests and rangelands of the West, are
threatened by catastrophic fires and environmental
degradation, Renewed efforts, such as the President’s Healthy
Forest Initiative and it relationship to the Northawest Forest
Plan and the National Fire Plan, will help to restore our public
Laruds b hl:ﬂllh}-' conditions,

In particular, the Mational Fire Plan laid the foundation for
a lofg-term Program of work to reduce fire risk and restone
healthy fire-adapted ecosystems in the Mation's forests and
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rangelands. The multifaceted nature and scope of the issues and junsdictions involved requires new approaches,
with apen collabaration AT A widl= 1.'.|||.'i1_=|1_.' of stakeholders. |mp|1_-n1|._'nl:._1li|:1n of the Mational Fire Plan eonbaued
ko improve ﬁr-l,-l:i“hlm:.; reoirees, reduoe wildfine hazarde, and fund loeal communily projects o reidinee bhae |'u,:-h_-1"|1|.||
for lossies from wildland fires,

w'et Federal agencies and the states are working together to build effective community protection programs in Gregon
e and Washington. Through the interagency grants process, over 523 million in grants were awarded bo over 380
recipients, These grants leveraged over 326 million in project activities, The agencies ane acoelerabing the removal of
live and dead vegetative fuel through the use of presenibed fire, mechanical treatment, and other methods. In Fiscal
Year 2001, National Fire Flan dollars resulted in 166,171 acres of hazardous fuels treated in Oregon, and 41,457 acnes
in Washington.

Using Mational Fire Plan funding, over 1,100 new firefighbers were hired in the Pacific Morthwest in Fiscal Year 2001,
The agencies also awarded Mational Fire Plan contract tunds through 295 contracts 10 local businesses, tribes, and
orpEamzations to homefit local Are I:'|.pr]1l|11:.: pfforts, Thewe contracks infused .1]1]1:|'l.|-'~:in‘|..11||;-1:.r S0 million of fesderal funds
into local communities throughout Oregon and Wazhington.

Finally, using National Fire Plan funds, 65 restoration and rehabilitation projects
were completed in Oregon and 11 were completed in Washington., Combined, these
projects totaled 312,756 acres.

Looking Ahead

The BLM will work together with other federal and state
agencics, communities, and others to identify ways to
solvie problems associabed with the Northwest Forest Plan
to make sure it delivers on its original promise to protect
abitat and to provide a stable supply of forest products,

Since the Northwest Forest Plan's inception, the BLM has
rorkied EI.-ME]% with the USDA Forest Service, the Fish
and Wildlife Service, the National Marine Fisheries Service
pnd others o develop administrative remedies to better
implement the Plan and to streamline processes. In keeping with Secretary of the
Interior Gale Morton's philosophy l’.‘lf'iJ‘I.\'ﬂ]‘i'il'iE elected officials, local communibies,
stakeholders, and interested parties bo resolve complex problems, the BLM will be working with all parties ko ensun:
a Fair and reasonable solution to the problems that we curmently face in our Nation's forests.
Oregon State Office: (503) S08-500]
QIS 1st Ave, (972040, DO, Box 2965
Portland, OF %7308 - hitp: /M wwnoorblm.gov
Salem Districlz (303} 375-5644
1717 Fabry Road, 5.E.. Salem. (R 97306
Eugene District: (541) 683-6600 by PRLEEEE [
2890 Chad Drve, PO Box 10226, Eugene, OF 97440 F o
Roscburg District: (341) 440-4930
Jar Y. CGarden Valley Blwd., Boseburg, OF 97470
Coos H.i]r Ceistrict: {541) ':"-lﬁ-ﬂhlﬂll
LEK) Airport Lane, Morth Bend, CH 97455- 20000
Mediord District: (541) 618-2200
S04 Biddle KEoad, Medford, O 97504 | i
Lakewlew District: (541) 9472177 e, o
Flamath Falls Resource Area: (541) 5836916 D P e | -
2795 Anderson Avenue, Bldg, 25, Klamath Falls, OF 97600-T8%]
Califormia State COffice: (916) 9758-
Cottage Way, Sacramento, CA 95835
hittped S wewnwca.blmogone
Alturas Fleld Oiffice: (530) 23
708 W, 12th Street, Alturas, CA 96101
Acrcata Field Office: (707) £25-2300
1695 Heindon Road, Arncata, CA 9552 1-4573
Clear Lake Field Ofiice: (707} 468-4000
2550 NMorth State Street, Ukiah, CA 95452-3023
Redding Field Office: (530) 224- 2100
455 Hemsted Dinve, Bedding, CA 96002
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2002 Northwest Forest Plan Report Data

2002 O&C Appropriated Dollars

Diesign and administer imber sales; monitor ecological trends, impacts, and effectiveness of management of the cocsysbemn; ensure compliance with federal
and state bows and regulations; support the mesearch, protedtion, and managemoent of habitat for wildlife species; ssist development and implementation of
recovery plans for threatened and endangered spedies; implement best management practioes on watersheds.

Forest Management == 513, 54646, 000

Reforestation and Forest Development == 525,028,000

Maintain sustainability of forest resounces and limber harcest bevels throogh successful reforestation, utilizing site preparation, tree planting, young stand
mainbenance and prodection, genetic tree trait conservation, and grosvth enhancing and forest health practices; develop sibe specfic and watershed bevel
prescriptions using silvicultural techniques: maintain up-to-date inventories of sibes available for reforestation and forest development,

Cher Forest Resonrces Management -- 536,082, (00

including Watershed Anabysis, Wildlifte Habitat and Fisheries Management. Conduct watershed analysis; comply with Clean Water Act; use smoke
management to comply with air quality rules; monitor Theeatened and Endangeped species, develop protooods for and conduct field inventorics of more than
400 Survey and Manage species.

Transpartation and Facilities Maintenance = 510,919,000
Mlaimtagn 30 buildings and 1084 recreation sites. haintxin 14,000 miles of roads, 353 bridges and thousands of oulverts im Wesslern Oregon (roads, trails,
airstripsl.

Plauning -- 51,158,000
Mdaintain viability of resource managemsent plans (EMP] through plan manitoring, imcorporation of new data and amendments to the B3 Ps.

Data System Operation and Management - §2,194,000
Cionvert existing Geographic Information Sysiem (G1S) data from Map Cherlay and Statistical
Syabem 10 commicrcial softwane; operation of the data system at each BLM Western Oregon district offioe.

Construction amd Acquisition == 3294000
Mcorss casemenls acress private land 10 allow management of federal lands, and for construction of roads, bridges, buildings ard other facilities

Tebs-in=tre=Wooils == 55 8006, 000
Hire displaced timber workers, provide training, and assist communities while accomgplishing watershed restoration,

Total 3105,047, 000
BLM FISCAL YEAR 2002 TIMBER SALE INFORMATION
urme Ottersd (MMEBF otal Volume Harvested (MMBEF)
Lakeview 8.2 35
Salem 25.1 i21
Eugene 14.3 5
| Mosebu | B 125 kL 1.4
Pledf A3.1 239
] ¥ FErE. | LI L. 10.6
1 u Total 1626 1.0
Northern California | 04 | (.04
| Tatal I 16264 | bl
| BLM TREE FLANTING IN FISCAL YEAR 2002
LM Dus bed
| Lakeview L] 0
| Salemn FLLL] 335300
I Eugene 243 (19,836
Rosebu 251 3450
| Medf 1,26 4785
| Coos Bay e o . ] 179 6492
Oregon Total 2790 1,238,236
E Northern Califormia | 20 10, ()
LTotal T o WSEESY (L S






