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Dear Reader,
On July 26, 2013, a large lightning storm moved through southwest Oregon igniting 
more than 60 fires. Most of the fires were contained within a few days; however, 
rugged terrain and extreme fire behavior caused several fires to resist containment. 
Fire activity continued for two months and was focused in the Stratton Creek/
Brimstone and Big Windy Complex fires on the Medford BLM District and the 
Douglas Complex fires on the Medford and Roseburg BLM Districts.

These fires have made dramatic changes on the landscape, affecting many important 
and valuable resources. There is strong public interest and opinion about how to 
address these changes and promote the recovery of our forests.

The Medford and Roseburg Districts are working together on the post-fire recovery 
effort. The districts hosted two public meetings and a stakeholder workshop in 
January. Six major issues were discussed at these events:

� Fire planning and future suppression needs
� Habitat for northern spotted owls and riparian species
� Riparian and watershed health
� Economic recovery, including salvage
� Road safety and hazard trees
� Reforestation

Our overall goal for the southwest Oregon post-fire effort is to plan and implement 
southwest Oregon fire recovery actions that provide for resource stabilization, long-
term habitat needs, and economic recovery.

We know there are many areas where there is common community interest and 
support for post-fire activities, as well as other areas where there is disagreement. 
Our intent has been to engage in dialog with stakeholders in a manner that allows us 
to learn from each other and ensure that our decision making is transparent. Through 
public and constituent group conversation, we continue to seek common ground and 
emphasize mutual success.

This update provides information about the fires, issues surrounding the fires, and 
the BLM’s post-fire recovery efforts that include stabilization, rehabilitation, habitat 
recovery, and economic recovery. We hope you find this information helpful in 
understanding our post-fire recovery plans.

Dayne Barron Abbie Jossie
District Manager District Manager
Medford District Roseburg District  
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The Southwest Oregon Fires affected 79,452 acres of mixed Federal (BLM and Forest 
Service), state, county, and private lands in what is generally referred to as a checkerboard 
ownership pattern. The checkerboard pattern results from square-mile sections of Federal 
lands intermixed with or surrounded by other government and private lands. The Medford 
and Roseburg BLM Districts are working together on the post-fire recovery efforts on the 
lands managed by the BLM.

Land Ownership within the Fire Areas

Owner
Stratton Creek/

Brimstone
Big Windy 
Complex

Douglas 
Complex

Total Acres by 
Ownership

BLM 1,520 28,242 25,349 55,111
Forest Service 0 71 0 71
State of Oregon 73 6 320 399
Josephine County 360 0 2,240 2,600
Private 499 9 20,763 21,271
Total Acres by Fire 2,452 28,328 48,672 79,452

Key Post-Fire Recovery Issues
The following are the key issues on which fire recovery will focus:
� Fire Planning—future fire suppression, fire fighter safety, private land protection concerns
� Late-Successional Reserve and Habitat Recovery—fire impacts, habitat status now and 

in the future, northern spotted owl use after fire
� Riparian and Watershed Health—recovery needs, future wood recruitment
� Reforestation Strategies—options and considerations
� Economic Recovery—timeliness, methods, resource considerations
� Road-Related Issues—public and worker safety (imminent and long-term danger tree 

hazards, road density, landowner coordination)  

These issues apply to all of the post-fire recovery projects; although, the emphasis shifts 
among the projects.
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Land Use Considerations
Medford and Roseburg District BLM lands are managed by the specific objectives and 
management actions as set forth in their respective 1995 Resource Management Plans. 
Four major land use allocations are found on BLM lands within the fire areas: matrix, late-
successional reserve, riparian reserve, and congressionally reserved. Additionally, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service designated northern spotted owl critical habitat is found within the fire areas. 

Matrix
Matrix lands are located outside reserves and special management areas. Timber in these 
areas is directed for harvest under the 1995 Resource Management Plan. Connectivity/
Diversity blocks are a component of the matrix land use allocation and are dispersed 
throughout matrix lands. Connectivity/Diversity blocks are managed to maintain at least 25 
to 30% late-successional forest conditions.
Late-Successional Reserve
Late-successional reserve areas are designated to protect and enhance conditions for late-
successional and old-growth forest ecosystems. The fire areas contain 2 of the 5 components 
of the late-successional reserve system: large blocks of mapped late-successional reserves and 
100-acre known northern spotted owl activity centers.
Riparian Reserve
Riparian reserves are areas along streams, wetlands, ponds, lakes and unstable or potentially 
unstable soils. The primary emphasis for these areas is the conservation of aquatic species 
such as fish and riparian-dependent terrestrial species. 
Congressionally Reserved
Congressionally reserved areas, such as national parks,wilderness areas, and wild and scenic 
rivers, are established through an act of Congress. The only congressionally reserved land 
within the fire areas is the Wild and Scenic Rogue River corridor.
Northern Spotted Owl Critical Habitat
Critical habitat identifies geographic areas that contain features essential for the conservation 
of the northern spotted owl and may require special management considerations.
Land Use Consideration Acres by Fire

Land Use Allocation Brimstone
Big Windy 
Complex

Douglas 
Complex Total

Outside Northern Spotted Owl Critical Habitat
Matrix 1,351 0 8,156 9,507
Connectivity/Diversity Block 57 0 4,431 4,488
Mapped Late-Successional Reserve 0 4,976 152 5,128
100-acre Known Northern Spotted Owl Activity Center 142 0 1,133 1,275
Congressionally Reserved 0 1,235 0 1,235

Within Northern Spotted Owl Critical Habitat
Matrix 0 0 6,489 6,489
Mapped Late-Successional Reserve 0 22,030 6,114 28,144
Congressionally Reserved 0 6 0 6
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Post-Fire Recovery Accomplishments
Emergency Stabilization and Burned Area Rehabilitation
Emergency stabilization and burned area rehabilitation projects include high priority slope 
stabilization, storm patrol and response, and road repair to protect watersheds and the 
public. Emergency stabilization work completed immediately after the fires has reduced flood 
and slide risks.
● Slope stabilization on 240 acres included placing straw on 

denuded slopes along roads. Falling trees along the hill slope 
contour coupled with trenching was also used to stabilize slopes, 
slow runoff, and store sediment.

● Storm patrols were and are being conducted to check road stability 
and identify slides, debris dams that might fail, plugged culverts, 
and other issues that could present a danger to downstream 
communities or produce unacceptable amounts of sediment.

● Transportation systems were reviewed in the fire areas. The 
Douglas Complex includes 37 miles of very high-risk, damaged 
roads and 126 miles of high-risk roads.

● Road condition assessments on about 70 miles of roads identified 
and mapped 107 repair sites and 15 road segments that need 
repair work. 

● Noxious weeds have been identified and recorded within the 
burned areas. The BLM plans to treat noxious weed populations 
identified during the 2014 growing season and will continue to 
treat areas as needed.

● Over 7,000 acres of tree seedling planting is anticipated across 
all fire areas. This spring, the Medford District is planting nearly 
1,200 acres and the Roseburg District is planting about 160 acres. 
Tree planting will continue over the next few years.

● The BLM will continue to monitor stabilization and rehabilitation 
efforts, fire effects to Threatened and Endangered Species, and other recovery efforts.

Aerial straw bale drops.

Tree planting.
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Decked Logs Timber Sales
The Medford and Roseburg Districts completed 
a total of four timber sales for the trees that 
were cut during fire suppression efforts and 
placed in decks or along roads. The four decked 
logs sales provided a volume of over 0.6 million 
board feet.
● Green Bunny Log Deck Removal timber 

sale (Roseburg District) sold 230,000 board 
feet of timber in November 2013.

● Dad’s Decks, Windy Bear Decks, and Upper 
Decks timber sales (Medford District) sold 
a total of 396,000 board feet of timber in 
December 2013.

Stratton Creek/Brimstone Fire Salvage
The Medford District completed a Categorical Exclusion covering actions related to post-fire 
salvage logging of fire-killed and fire-injured trees on 137 acres of matrix lands burned in the 
Stratton Creek and Brimstone fires. The document was available for a 15-day comment period 
that started February 13 and ended March 3, 2014. The Medford District will issue a Decision 
Record and Notice of Sale on March 27, 2014 for the Stratton Creek/Brimstone fire salvage 
project and offer the salvage sale on April 24, 2014. 

No salvage was proposed within riparian reserves, 100-acre known northern spotted owl 
activity centers, or 70-acre northern spotted owl nest patches. The salvage sale will include 
an estimated volume of approximately 3 million board feet.

7
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Big Windy Complex
The Big Windy Complex burned primarily on lands managed as Late-Successional Reserve 
and Wild and Scenic River. A relatively small amount of high severity burn occurred in this 
remote area. As a result, projects will focus on removing individual imminent danger trees 
created by the fire along major road corridors and adjacent to developed campsites in the 
Wild and Scenic Rogue River corridor. Emphasis is on reducing the safety hazards these trees 
present to the public, forest industry workers, and BLM employees. Trees identified as an 
imminent danger by the Field Guide for Danger Tree Identification and Response and within 
1.5 tree lengths from the road would be felled and removed or left on site in the areas that are 
deficient in coarse woody debris. Typically, 1 to 2 hazard trees per mile would be felled.

The BLM will also be looking at reestablishing mixed conifer stands to accelerate the 
development of complex late-successional habitat. About 2,000 acres that burned at high 
severity—young plantations and areas lacking natural seed sources—may be planted. 
Another 1,500 acres of mixed severity burn areas will be evaluated for planting. Reforestation 
in the late-successional reserves will stress natural regeneration, increased emphasis on a 
variety of species, and spatial diversity.  
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Douglas Complex
The Douglas Complex fires burned a total of 48,672 acres with about 26,500 of those acres 
managed by the BLM’s Medford and Roseburg Districts. The fires burned primarily matrix 
lands on the Medford District and late-successional reserve lands on the Roseburg District. 

Matrix Lands (Medford District)
Approximately 5,000 acres of matrix lands burned at moderate and high burn severity in the 
Dad’s Creek and Rabbit Mountain portions of the Douglas Complex fires. The Medford District 
identified 1,500 to 1,700 acres of stands of commercial value for potential salvage harvest 
(including 10 miles of roadside salvage). The Medford District started the environmental 
analysis process for these projects in November 2013. The Douglas Fire Complex Recovery 
Environmental Assessment will analyze actions to address road hazards, public and forest 
worker safety, fuels mitigation, and salvage. Salvage would harvest fire-killed or fire-injured 
trees that exhibit at least 75% probability of dying within 5 years, as determined by crown 
scorch. Salvage would generally not occur in riparian reserves, 100-acre known northern 
spotted owl activity centers, or 70-acre northern spotted owl nest patches, except where 
necessary to address imminent danger trees on or near roads. The BLM will continue to 
respond to right-of-way permittees in addressing danger trees as needed or requested.
Late-Successional Reserve Lands (Roseburg District)
Approximately 6,300 acres of late-successional reserve lands were burned in the Rabbit 
Mountain Fire portion of the Douglas Complex fires. Nearly 1,940 acres of late seral forests (80 
years or older) burned at moderate and high severity.

Fire recovery activities within the late-successional reserve areas would
● protect and enhance conditions of late-successional and old-growth forest ecosystems, 

which serve as habitat for late-successional and old-growth forest-related species 
including the northern spotted owl and marbled murrelet; 

● maintain a functional, interacting, late-successional and old-growth forest ecosystem; 
● continue to respond to right-of-way permittees in addressing danger trees as needed or 

requested; and 
● provide for safe use and management of these forests. 

The Roseburg District identified approximately 10 miles of road in moderate and high burn 
severity stands where roadside danger trees may be removed. These trees are at imminent 
risk of failure or are likely to become hazard trees within 3 to 5 years. The Roseburg District 
started the environmental analysis process for these projects in February 2014. The Rabbit 
Mountain Fire Late-Successional Reserve Recovery Environmental Assessment will analyze 
actions to address safety along roads, along the railroad right-of-way, and adjacent to forest 
improvements; hazards caused by fuel loading; and habitat restoration in northern spotted 
owl home ranges affected by the fire.

Over 300 acres of young plantations (less than 50 years old) that burned at moderate and 
high severity within the late-successional reserve have been planted with a mix of conifer 
species. The remaining stands will be evaluated for planting while considering natural 
regeneration, planting appropriate seedling species, and spatial diversity. 
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Project Timeline

Project 
Medford District/Roseburg District

Project Planning/
Environmental Analysis Decision/Implementation

Douglas Complex Post-Fire Recovery Plan 
(Medford and Roseburg Districts)

Emergency Stabilization 
and Burned Area 
Rehabilitation Plan

October 2013

Big Windy Complex Post-Fire Recovery Plan Emergency Stabilization 
and Burned Area 

December 2013

Rehabilitation Plan
Rabbit Mountain Fire Emergency 
Stabilization, Rehabilitation, and Restoration

Categorical Exclusion 
(CX)

Decision: December 2013

Rabbit Mountain Fire Suppression-Created 
Log Removal
• Green Bunny Log Deck Removal Timber Sale

CX Decision: November 2013
Sold: November 2013

Douglas Complex and Big Windy Complex 
Suppression Rehabilitation Log Deck Removal
• Windy Bear Decks Timber Sale
• Upper Decks Timber Sale
• Dad’s Decks Timber Sale

CX Decision: December 2013
Sold: December 2013

Douglas Fire Complex Recovery (Matrix) Environmental 
Assessment (EA)

Scoping: December 2013
EA Review: May 2014
Decision: June 2014

Big Windy Complex Late-Successional 
Reserve Recovery

CX Scoping: April 2014
CX Review: August 2014
Decision: September 2014

Rabbit Mountain Fire Late-Successional 
Reserve Recovery

EA Scoping: February 2014

Stratton/Brimstone Salvage CX CX: February 2014
Decision: March 2014

Public Meetings  
(Medford and Roseburg Districts

May 2014

For More Information
Check out the Southwest Oregon Fire Recovery project Web site. The site contains maps and 
other information related to Medford and Roseburg Districts’ post-fire recovery efforts.

http://www.blm.gov/or/fire/recovery.php

Questions or Comments? Contact Us!
Project Manager: Mary Smelcer Deputy Project Manager: John Bergin

12 BLM/OR/WA/GI-14/019+5000

Medford Contacts: (541-618-2200) Roseburg Contacts: (541-440-4930)
Field Manager: Allen Bollschweiler Field Manager: Steve Lydick
Public Affairs: Jim Whittington Public Affairs: Cheyne Rossbach
Environmental Analysis: Leah Schofield Environmental Analysis: Paul Ausbeck
E-mail: BLM_OR_MD_Mail@blm.gov E-mail: BLM_OR_RB_Mail@blm.gov




