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SW Oregon Fire Recovery Web page: http://www.blm.gov/or/fire/recovery.php 

 

The Southwest Oregon Fire Recovery effort encompasses several fire areas. The Big Windy Complex is on 

the south side of the Rogue River and burned 27,555 acres, almost all on BLM and primarily in lands 

managed as Late Successional Reserve (LSR) and Wild and Scenic River.  The Douglas Complex is at 

48,679 acres and burned through O&C checkerboard ownership, with almost 19,000 acres on the Medford 

District, over 6,000 on the Roseburg District, and about 23,000 acres belonging to numerous different 

landowners.  The Medford portion is primarily Matrix and the Roseburg portion is primarily LSR.  There 

are several other small fires, such as Brimstone and Stratton Creek, in the area as well. 

 

The Medford and Roseburg districts are working together on the post-fire effort.  The districts hosted two 

public meetings and a stakeholder workshop in January, 2014.  There are six major issues that are common 

through outreach and project scoping efforts to date:  

 

1. Fire planning and future suppression needs. 

2. Habitat for Northern Spotted Owls and riparian species. 

3. Riparian and watershed health. 

4. Economic recovery, including salvage. 

5. Road safety and hazard trees. 

6. Reforestation 

 

All of the post-fire projects are concerned with these six issues, though the emphasis will shift between 

projects.  To date, the following projects have been identified: 

 

Decked Log Sales:  These were trees cut during the fires to create firelines for suppression.  Four sales have 

been completed:  one in the Roseburg District and three in the Medford District for a total of approximately 

700,000 board feet. 

 

Matrix Economic Recovery:  Mostly affecting the Medford District, three sale areas have been identified 

and potential units have been identified on the ground.  More details are below. 

 

Roseburg LSR:  The LSR assessment, required before any action takes place in LSR, is underway.  An 

Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) is currently at work focusing on addressing issues of road safety, fire 

planning, and future habitat needs.  The Roseburg District is planning on providing a Douglas LSR draft EA 

for public review this summer. 

 

Big Windy LSR:  Because of the small amount of severe burn and the remoteness of the area, actions will 

likely be limited to a focus on safety in the major road corridors.  Scoping will begin in April, 2014. 

 

Objectives  

1. Identify habitat conservation needs particularly in Late-Successional Reserve.  

2. Provide for post-fire economic recovery.  

3. Provide for public and employee safety and workforce health.  

4. Engage the public and partners in a robust involvement approach.  

5. Plan and implement projects in a time-sensitive and cost-effective manner.   

6. Manage post-fire recovery of SW Oregon fires as a high priority for Oregon/Washington BLM.  

7. Coordinate Cumulative Effects planning between the Medford and Roseburg districts. 

8. Coordinate with private landowners  within fire project areas 

 

 

http://www.blm.gov/or/fire/recovery.php


 

Brimstone/Stratton Creek Economic Recovery 

There are 137 acres in the project.  The final CX/Decision Record was signed after a 15 day public review, 

and the salvage sale of 3.077 million board feet is scheduled for April 24. No protests of the decision were 

received to date. 

 

Salvage is not proposed in the riparian reserves, 100 acre NSO activity centers, or 70 acre NSO nest 

patches.  Logging will take place by ground and helicopter systems and be restricted to only fire-killed or 

dying trees, though green trees could be harvested to facilitate the sale by creating landings and yarding 

corridors where required.  The 137 acres are made up of the acres that burned at a high or moderate 

intensity.  The scope of the project is well within the stipulations identified in the categorical exclusion 

authority. 

 

Douglas Matrix Economic Recovery 

 The Public Scoping period was completed on December 23, 2013. Two public meetings and a 

stakeholder workshop were held in January, 2014. 

 The ID Team is completing analysis of two action alternatives – which include economic recovery, 

roads safety, and fuels mitigation. 

 5,000 acres of moderate to high burn severity were assessed for economic recovery.  Over 2,000 

acres were found to lack sufficient commercial value.  

 1500-1700 acres are identified for potential economic recovery and the volume is estimated to be 20-

25 MMBF. 

 EA will be available for 30-day public review in May, 2014 

 Decision Record will be released in June, 2014. 

 

Reforestation 

This spring, the Medford District is planting 1,200 acres. The Roseburg District will plant about 180 acres.  

This is the first of several planting efforts that will continue over the next few years. 

 

Support from other Districts 

Because this is such a large undertaking, the Roseburg and Medford districts are hosting teams from other 

districts to assist with the post-fire work. Support includes foresters, forestry techs, CETs, and hydrologists 

from the Eugene, Salem, Coos Bay districts, a Forest Service Enterprise Team, and BLM offices in Redding 

and Alturas, CA.  The total so far amounts over 350 (8 hour) work days. 

 

Hazard Trees, Road Safety, and Storm Patrols 

The Emergency Stabilization work done immediately after the fire has reduced the flood and slide risks 

where straw was placed on the downhill slope along roads and contour falling was undertaken.  However, 

there are still high risk areas, particularly within the Douglas Complex perimeter. 

 

BLM personnel have identified three high-risk routes in the Douglas Complex for monitoring during heavy 

rains.  The Storm Patrols are charged with reporting incidents that could pose a threat to downstream 

communities, such as flash floods, rock slides, and debris dams.  They also check on the stability of the 

roads and identify any slumps or cuts in the roadways. Over 40 miles of road repair has been completed, 

including 17 localized slope failures.  The Roseburg District continues weekly maintenance of the Cow 

creek road and has removed over 690 cubic yards of material from the travelway. 

 

BLM is also coordinating with private landowners to address road maintenance and hazard trees along 

haul routes and work areas.   
 


