
United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Washington, D.C. 20240 


SEP 2 7 2012 

The Honorable Gene Dodaro 
Comptroller General ofthe 
United States 

Government Accountability Office 
Washington, D.C. 20548 

Dear Mr. Dodaro: 

The Department of the Interior (Department) appreciates the continued interest of Congress in 
how the Department has administered Title III of the Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Detennination Act of2000 (SRSA). In the Government Accountability Office's (GAO) 
report entitled, PAYMENTS TO COUNTIES: More Clarity Could Help Ensure County 
Expenditures Are Consistent with Key Parts ofthe Secure Rural Schools Act- July 2012 
(GA0-12-775), the GAO illustrated some of the difficulties with interpreting and administering 
SRSA. 

On July 6, 2012, Congress reauthorized SRSA for Federal fiscal year 2012 as part ofPublic 
Law (PL) 112-141. Authorized uses under Title III remained unchanged under this one-year 
reauthorization, and the legislative record provides no additional guidance on allowable Title III 
expenditures. Given the short time frame for initiation of Title III projects and for obligating 
Title III funds under PL 112-141, a mlemaking is not feasible at this time. Accordingly, the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will provide additional guidance-primarily through 
updates to its SRSA website-to inform county officials of the authorized uses of Title III. The 
BLM will continue to coordinate with the U.S. Forest Service to improve the guidance to 
county governments based on its limited authority to enforce the requirements for expenditures 
of funds under Title III. 

Enclosure 1 provides a Statement of Actions that describes the actions the BLM will undertake, 
the name of the responsible BLM official, and the target date for implementation. Similar 
written statements are addressed to other members of Congress and the Federal officials listed 
in Enclosure 2. 



If you have additional recommendations or questions about this response, please contact Lynda 
Boody, Chief, Division of Rangeland Resources, at 202-912-7220 or La Vanna Stevenson, BLM 
Audit Liaison Officer, at 202-912-7077. 

Sincerely, 

NOJ_(' ~"(h··,-y- a. 5l/vi--Lo~ 
Marcilynn:~~~ 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Lands and Minerals Management 

Enclosures 



Enclosure 1 

Department of the Interior 

Statement of Actions on the Government Accountability Office Report 


PAYMENTS TO COUNTIES: More Clarity Could Help Ensure County 

Expenditures Are Consistent with Key Parts of the Secure Rural Schools Act 


(GA0-12-775) 


Recommendation 1: We recommend that the Secretary ofAgriculture direct the Chief of 
Forest Service, and the Secretruy of the Interior direct the Director of the BLM to issue formal 
regulations or clear guidance speci:fying types of allowable county uses ofTitle III funds, to 
help counties make appropriate decisions regarding these funds. 

Response: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), in coordination with the U.S. Forest 
Service, will provide guidance on the allowable uses of the Title III funds. The BLM will also 
reiterate the need for counties to provide public notification of the Title III project proposals, 
and to follow the certification requirements of the Act. The BLM will post this information to 
its Secure Rural Schools Act website and send the information to the appropriate counties. 

Target Date: Mru·ch 31,2013 

Responsible Official: Edwin Roberson 
Assistant Director, Renewable Resources and Planning 



Enclosure 2 

The Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman 

Chairman 
Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Daniel Inouye 
Chahman 
Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment 

and Related Agencies 

Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Doc Hastings 

Chairman 
Committee on Natural Resources 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Harold Rogers 

Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
Ranking Minority Member 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment 

and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Edward Markey 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Natural Resources 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Norman Dicks 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 



The Honorable Michael K. Simpson 
Chahman 
Subconnnittee on Interior, Environment 

and Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Darrell Issa 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Gene Dodaro 
Comptroller General 
United States Government 

Accountability Office 
Washington, DC 20548 

The Honorable JeffBingaman 
Chairman 
Connnittee on Energy 

and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable James P. Moran 
Ranking Minority Member 
Subconnnittee on Interior, Environment, 

and Related Agencies 
Connnittee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Jeff Zients 
Acting Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Old Executive Office Building 

Washington, DC 20503 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
Ranking Member 
Connnittee on Energy 

and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 


