CREEKS AND COMMUNITIES

A Strategy For

Acce/erating Cooperative Riparian Restoration and Management

THE MISSION
The mission of Actlieving Healttly Streams Ttlrougtl Bringing Peopte Togettler involves a(tctressing

one of the major barriers to cooperative restoration and management of riparian—wettanct areas, the

polarity and gridloctz resulting from strongty held values and interests. Success is dependent

upon peopte reactnng agreement and then taleing action relative to this important resource.

THE GOAL

The goal is to ctevelop a critical mass of peopte who will
interact with and manage riparian—wetlan(t resources based
on shared tenowledge of the attributes and processes that
constitute sustainat)ility. This goat is fundamental to
tacilitating the improvement of riparian—wettan(t resources
over a 1arge geograptric area ttn‘ougtlout the coming decades.

THE STRATEGY

The strategy involves an extensive outreach and community-
based training and assistance program that provictes for
respecttul 1earning environments. It also involves worleing
ctirectly with people on the 1anct, in their location, tocusing
on their issues, and promoting and tostering locaﬂy led
cooperative activities that benefit both resources and
depenctent communities. The strategy is based on the
toﬂowing premise:

“Restoration will not Ztappen [Jy regu/ation, clzanges in law,
more money, or any o][ the normal bureaucratic approac]fzes.

It will on/y occur tlzrouglz the integration o][ eao/ogical, economic,
and social factors, and the participation o][ affecteal interests.”

The strategy provides an operating
framework for:

* Encouraging retationstnps

® Builcting trust

* Creating a common vision

Worlzing with people of varying t)aclagroun(ts is an important
part of the strategy. A critical step is aslzing them to temporarily
put aside their values and interests, and first focus on the ptlysical
attributes and processes that produce t)enetits, such as clean

water and good quality torage and habitat. One of the principal

tools used to do this is the Proper Functioning Condition
(PFC) assessment method. PFC has proven effective for:
° Provi(ting common terms, (letinitions, and concepts
. Buﬂding un(terstanding among diverse stakeholders

THE RIPARIAN COORDINATION
NETWORK

The Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service, in
partnerstlip with the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
are teading the implementation of the strategy t)y supporting the
efforts of a diverse network of individuals and organizations.
The ot)jectives of the Riparian Coordination Network are:
* Creating awareness and understanding ot, and interest in,
the strategy and encouraging participation
. Provicting individuals and groups of diverse interests and
Lackgroun(ts with the tools to develop a shared understancting
of riparian-wettanct function
* Assisting in (],evetoping solutions to management ctlaHenges
stemming from issues in both the resource and human

dimensions
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BECOMING INVOLVED

There are several ways you can become involved in and benefit
from this strategy:
s Attend or sponsor training on riparian tunction, management,
and monitoring
* Request consutting and a(tvisory services for riparian-wetlan(t
resource issues
o Help raise awareness and interest in your local area
* Promote apptication of the concepts and principtes of this strategy
* Become a member of a state/ provinciat cadre
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