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Medfotd Distribfds sitesl);Mll'~ wildlife Viewing, irlletpretatlon " by OHV riders, and'in public'
impact us all, through increased . arid nature study is more than meetings BLMrepresentatfyes
noise ("The hUls are alive"with ' three times that of gIlowthfor ,OHV have admitted that they haY'eno
the sound of OHVs''), increased ~~. 'usage. <Alldata derived ft'om Draft additional funding to increase
traffic to tQe access sites, increased EnvironmentallD;lpact Statement patrolling of OHV emphasis areas.
garbage: at the loading sites and,' Volume I; p. 413.';While the, WOPR ~rosion(jf steep ,tralls and straying
along the ~plls and increased ', proposes to create OHVImphasis onto private lands have resulted. If
e•..os~onaQfIl's~eak). Since OHV Ilfeas, there are no proposals to OHV rid~~hip increases wi,thout '
dders canl~over 50-75'Dilles in one develop entphasis areas for any adequate funatng to patrol these'
q'ay, t4eir pi'esent;~ can be ,felt over other recI:eation. , e~phasi~, areas, problems could
a large' area. ' Trails in OHV emphasis area~ are , become worse. .

PRV rid~rs are ,a sm,ll but vocal unlikely to be used fo~hiking, bird- «reating a huge OHV emphasis
m\riQrityof those that use ,BLM watching, horseback riding, hUnting; 'area·'eou1d make the RogUe Valley
l~ds; In 2006BLM estimated that ' and other non-motorized activities.. and neighboring areas a destination
OIl'Vriders were less than 6 percent , BLMstates for the Medford District resort. OHV enthusiasts ft'om'
of all those enjoying ,recreation' 6'n ' and other districts:· "Non-motorized outside the region will flock to the
BLMlands in western Or~gonl:The . travel is al1owel;l'on~1 access' hins to ride ,in not only the OHV
,projected annu~lr~~of~~~for:'? "rou~e~i,.b:ut is p,ot enco\1taged, due,. e~phasis areas but also on the~
bftlng, biking, hOts.aback riding, ",~o lJotentlal contUcts arid safety' (,\' rest of BLM'8lid Forest Service
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" ;roads' and trails. The eco~omics of ' lan4S by non-'inot~rized activities',,'
our area ,and quality of life could , willlncrease ~uch more. Ye~ , ",'"

, ,take a turn for the worse. Does ~!J~O~R considers only use by""'!
,,any reasorialSle person expect that ':' Onv ~f'Th~plan:exhipits shOrt-tenn.)
,property values for land adjoining: b~nefits for a feW, with short-tell,il"\
and, near tq 'the 'OHVemphasis " an~.long-term detriments tor the' ;',i
areas would go up? lI4anypeople' riUijority.Some provision stiould pe:
would no longer yisit because the . ~*1~or OHV riders, but not to'~e:
beauty and quiet that draw them' " s~,le'where~t could haveenormoUE
here would ,be gone. Tourism- ' ,,\~i," ' 'impact on everyone else living: '

g ,related business, such as tQ~Oregon~ iri:,'~~,area. BLM'~plan for the Ii
[f Shakespeare Festival, the Britt ' ,', ,r~'creatlonal goals of the WOPR is"

Music Festival, and wineries, coulds~ewed, fla,!ed, and unacc~ptabl~W1
suffer." ,.;,~'~leasewnte your comments ,"

The recreational aspect of the , abo~t llLM's"WOPRto BLM,Gov.. Pi
WOPR caters to the'deslre~ pfOHV 1'ed K~longoski, $eilS.'Ron Wyde~[1
ri~ers, a sm,aU.minority.!ofusers.n' and Qordon S,mith, U.S. Reps. G~g:

, western Qregon BLMlaJids;,The ' ' Walden and Peter'DeFazio. State',:
on creation 'of up tO,lS OHVemphasis Sen. Alan Bate~, State Rep. J;Jeter':,

areas would effectively remove a , Buckley. and any others that shoule
e, large ~eograpll1cal area,from use' liste~·to your ,concerns. "i,f:

for ollier recreation. The WOPR . .,'
, states that although QHVusage . Neai Anderson lives in the Applegg

,,lg expected to rise, usage of OHV'\Y" Valley: '. ,if ;
.\


