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We are landowners in the Applegate Valley of South em Oregon who will be adversely affected if
any of the proposed WOPR options are adopted. For almost 40 years, we have actively managed
our timber acreage and now also operate a L.I.V.E. certified vineyard. Our property abuts BLM
land.

Because we live and work here, we are fully aware that the proposed WOPR alternatives are
irresponsible and based on false premises, as outlined below:

I. Increasing the amount of allowable harvestable timber, and especially old-growth timber,
will not necessarily result in increased dollars for 0 & C payments to counties because
the market value for timber is depressed and the expense of removal and processing is
high. It makes more sense to abide by the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan, with limited and
sustainable yields.

2. Increased harvesting through clear-cutting and other cheap, quick and dirty methods will
have a highly disastrous impact on the environment, threatening wildlife and fish habitat.
This will also economically damage the tourism industry, including low-impact outdoor
activities such as hunting and fishing, as well as the wine industry.

3. Expanding acreage for timber cutting, especially old-growth, is a temporary appeasement
of the timber industry. Because the Endangered Species Act is still in place, lawsuits will
continue. It makes more sense to manage the forests in cooperation with all interested
parties, including the timber industry, BLM, Forest Service, Environmental Groups and
adjacent landowners. A good, successful model is the Applegate Partnership which might
disappear if any part of WOPR is adopted.

4. The proposed increase of OHV use will have a destructive impact on both private and
public lands. An area that is used by OHV ers is not easily or safely shared with other
activities. OHV use causes erosion, is a potential fire danger and is intrusive on
surrounding areas. It's also distressing that BLM is encouraging expanded use of gas-
powered engines at a time when everyone else agrees we must curtail this use.

5. WOPR totally ignores the impact of climate change on already volatile lands. Southern
Oregon has a relatively low annual rainfall and is often a tinderbox by late July. This is
also not an ecosystem that encourages regeneration of healthy forests.The plan should
focus on improving the environment, not further endangering it. We need to manage
these lands responsibly, thinning and removing growth to reduce fire danger, and
encouraging low-impact activities that respect the environmentC and do not create more
hazard.

It's our sincere hope that BLM will acknowledge the realities oftoday's forests. We need to
protect our environment, not further ravage it.
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