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Below are my comments of the draft EIS to revise RMPs for the Western Oregon BLM

| have lived on my 160 acre farm on Thompson Creek in Applegate, Oregon for 32 years.
When we first moved here, we were surrounded by BLM timber cutting activity: clear
cutting, burning and spraying of the the forests around us. It did not take us long to become
active in trying to save what was left of the surrounding trees._And in some ways we have
been successful. We have worked closely with the Medford District BLM in their timber
planning, and have tried to involve them in the ate Partnership to give us more
communication with the managers of our adjacent forests. Of course, many of the residents
of Applegate moved here because of the beauty of the landscape, of the quiet of the
mountains, and of the luxury of the rivers running through the valley giving us drinking water
and irigation for our farms.” Now | feel that those qualities of our life in Applegate are being
threatened by the Western Oregon Plan Revisions (WOPR).

When the Northwest Forest Plan came into being, we felt that our forests were finally having
the kind of Frotection that is needed to remain sustainable, and to be a ble to have the

{ j ities that hikers and horseback riders enjoy on the trails. In this new
plan known as the “whopper” (WOPR), the BLM would replace the Northwest Forest Plan,
which it has been using since 1994. This would dramatically increase clearcut logging
throughout western Oregon and especially in southem Oregon. Clearcutting is an
irresponsible way to log, and a blight on the land. Clearcuts coupled with a huge reduction in
stream-side protections, the cutting of our oldest trees and 1000 more miles of roads could
be an ecological disaster.

To top it off, the BLM is proposing OHV (Off Highway Vehicle), emphasis areas like the
16,000-25,000 acre Timber MountainiJohn’s Peak park just outside Jacksonville. This
proposed OHV activity places emphasis on motorized vehicles taking over our hiking and
horseback riding trails as well as adding many miles to the already existing ones, and from
our own experience, the recreational activities do not mix. | have spent many days on the
trails leading off of Ferris Guich just over the moun tain from where we live on Thompson
Creek Road, and |1 have seen the area almost completely destroyed by Off Road
Vehicles. The hills are eroded beyond repair, and there is no use in trying to ride a horse
whgrg ygllu would be threatened by the noise and danger of meeting a motorized vehicle
on trail.

| believe that the WOPR will reduce grvoperty values and the quality of life of thousands of
Oregonians living near BLM lands. Over 1,000 miles of new logging road and "140,000
acres of clearcuts in the first decade alone would scar Oregon’s spectacular landscape.

Wildlife such as elk and black bear and threatened species like the northem spotted owl and
the marbled murrelet rely on BLM forests, The WOPR would reduce protections for
wildlife populations and diminish habitat for countiess plant and wildlife ies. Anincrease
in hoxious weeds and other invasive species is predicted under the WOPR.




p.2 - WOPR comments

Healthy, protected forests are one of Oregon’s most important rural assets. While rampant
old growth clearcutting promises short-term economic boom to a few well-connected mill
owners, an economic bust is easily foreseeable under the Bush plan as fish, wildlife and the
old growth forests that they rely on dwindle. The BLM cannot eliminate protection for old-
growth forests without undermining the Northwest Forest Plan and protections for
threatened and endangered species and clean water. To do so, the BLM will violate the
Endangered Species and Clean Water Acts and other laws.

We should protect what is left of Oregon’s old growth heritage forests and restore those
forests that have been degraded. Haif of BLM forests were clearcut in the past century and
converted to overstocked free plantations. Thinning small trees could offer more that 2
pillion board feet of commercially valuable timber if actively thinned while preserving our
last, best public lands for generations to come.

The Northwest Forest Plan has allowed sustainable forest harvest for the past 14 years, as
well as it has protected the wildiife and water resources. Why revise something that already
works? 1 vote to leave the Northwest Forest Plan alone and eliminate the “whopper”

altogether.
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Joan Peterson
5317 Thompson Creek Road
Applegate, Oregon 97530
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