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My preference is for the No Action Alternative. Please thin our tree plantation forests
for timber and leave the irreplaceable old growth for the future. The few remaining old
growth stands are not just national, but international treasures. And they are
irreplaceable. They are also the most fire resistant of any of our stands of trees.

As a citizen I llave no power to~~feEuard these treasures,yo!!do~"-In n~tur~diyersity
ensures stability. Do the right thing, preserve what's left of the original forest
ecosystems so that their diversity continues into the future. In addition to genetic
diversity you know as well as I do the other priceless advantages old growth forests
confer. My wife and I have been involved in citizen participation in the field with BLM
employees as part of the Northwest Forest Plan. We were impressed by you folks.

It's wasteful to use our taxes to deal with the inevitable litigation that will result if BLM
tries to implement the "preferred alternative". Especially as your stated need for this plan
revision is "the survival and RECOVERY of species currently listed as threatened
or endangered under the Endangered Species Act."! The old growth reserves on
BLM designated land are crucial to their recovery. Without BLM old growth the
remaining stands are too fragmented.

The public will is to preserve the little we have left. It's time we all, including public
agencies, timber and tourist industries, worked together to preserve the little we have left
of the old growth so that all can benefit.

David. L. Webb
88197 Nelson Mtn Rd.
Walton, Or 97490
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Senator Ron Wyden, 1220 SW 3rd Ave., Suite 585, Portland, OR 97204

Senator Gordon Smith, 121 SW Salmon St., Suite 1250, Portland, OR 97204


