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Western Oregon Plan Revisions
PO Box 2965
Portland, OR 92708

This letter is in response to the invitation from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
to provide input regarding the possible designation of multiple parcels of BLM land in
the Lake Creek drainage as a designated Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreation area.
This designation is part of the Western Oregon Plan Revisions in which fourteen areas in
Jackson and Josephine counties are under consideration as possible OHV recreation sites.

The position of the B Bar K Cascade Ranch is to strongly oppose the possible
designation for BLM lands in the Lake Creek drainage.

With the possible exception of the BLM, The B Bar K Cascade Ranch is the largest
property owner in the Lake Creek drainage. B Bar K Cascade Ranch land and BLM land
are interspersed in a checkerboard manner in much of the drainage. Please see the
attached map showing Cascade Ranch ownership. With this in mind, the designation of
BLM land in this area as an OHV recreation area would have further negative impact on
the B Bar K Cascade Ranch land. The owners of the B Bar K Cascade Ranch have made
a huge investment into the ranch property and are currently working to improve the
ownership awareness and posting of the ranch property as well as making other
improvements in the ranch infrastructure.

Trespassers are a constant problem on ranch property. Regardless of whether the
trespassers are hunters or OHV riders, both negatively impact the operation of the ranch.
The B Bar K Cascade Ranch is presently in the process of posting new signage and
information kiosks on the ranch property to identify all private property which is closed
to hunting and/or OHV use. Specific problems relating to OHV riders include: littering,
dumping, poaching, destruction of grasslands, meadows and woodlands due to highly
sensitive soils, significant erosion due to rainfall and steepness ofthe drainage,
degradation of fish habitat in streams, creeks and rivers, property damage to fences and
irrigation ditches and reduction of wildlife habitat especially large mammal winter range.
During the dry summer months, there is extreme fire risk as the forests are interspersed
with BLM roads.

As much of this area is open range with no fences, OHV use on BLM ground affects the
entire drainage including the ranch property. OHV riders routinely follow existing trails



that move from public property to private property with little or no regard for who owns
the property. Many trails pass from private to public land multiple times. The B Bar K
Cascade Ranch has many miles of ditches that transport water through public and private
lands to reservoirs within the ranch. OHV riders frequently ride through and jump these
ditches. The vehicle tires cause damage to the ditch bank and increase the possibility of
the ditches washing out. These same OHV trails pass through meadows and open areas.
In these open areas, you will find large mud bogs created for "recreation." The road or
trail may be a single vehicle in width until it comes to the meadow and mud bog. In these
areas, the trails are expanded in width many, many times. The purpose of the rider is not
to just pass through these areas, but pass through them at high speed or while the wheels
are turning at high RPM's to throw up large amounts of mud and water. The damage to
the grass and soil in these mud bog areas is severe, and with regular use they will never
recover. These mud bog areas as well as the trails and roads that lead to them increase
soil erosion which harms the water quality and the fish habitat in the Lake Creek
drainage. The trails also have soil that is very compacted and so hard that plants are not
able to establish in the hard ground.

Approximately 7,000 acres of the B Bar K Cascade ranch is fenced, but that leaves
another 6,500 acres partially fenced or not fenced at all. We also lease acreage from the
BLM and others to make the cattle production viable. In areas where there are OHV
trails, it is a common occurrence to find fences that have been pushed down or cut to
allow an OHV to pass. This increases the possibility that livestock will be released and
other OHV users and hunters will continue to use the road or trail.

Hunters and OHV riders often camp on ranch and BLM land. They often leave litter and
trash behind when they vacate. Even day users often litter their parking area with beer
bottles and paperproducts. A recent review ofa small portion of the land under
consideration resulted in the following discarded property and trash being located: one
mid 80's burned Chevrolet sedan (BLM land), a pickup load of discarded drywall scraps
from a remodel project (BLM land), an old clothes dryer (ranch land) burned tires (BLM
land) two old televisions (ranch land), discarded container of used motor oil (ranch land)
and two abandoned tents (BLM land). Please see the attached photos of damage, erosion,
and litter that were taken on only a few sections of the ranch and BLM property. We have
identified the area of damage by sections on the photos. Unfortunately, the most
egregious damage is off road and currently snow covered.

Most of the B Bar K Cascade Ranch property is located in the Lake Creek drainage. The
Lake Creek Drainage, Lost Creek Drainage and S. Fork of Little Butte Creek drainage
below 3000 feet in elevation have all been designated as especially sensitive winter
range for black tail deer and other large mammals.. Having the Lake Creek drainage
designated as an OHV user area would result in further damage and destruction to the
drainage and the deer's winter range.

The B Bar K Cascade ranch strongly supports the wise use of public lands, but we also
expect the rights of private property owners to be respected. The approval ofthe Lake



Creek Drainage area as a designated OHV area would foment and accelerate the
destruction and damage in this highly sensitive drainage. We strongly urge that the
Lake Creek OHV Emphasis Area not be included in the Western Oregon Plan
Revisions as a designated OHV recreation area.

~~~ukJ
Betty Knoebel
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