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OPINION

By RoN SADLER

the revision of

Given the malth of data and ana
lytécol tools available, as well as les-

sons learned over the past: déecade
operating under the Northwest Forest .

Plan, the BLM’s draft statenient could
be and should be a
and compliance with
National Environmental Policy Act.

" It is not.

A review of the draft leaves one
with the distinct impression ({]
the BLM has carefully ed
description of the pUfy
for the plan revisicgs:-is
justify limiting the sv

Whieh are

and need for a land use plajy
is to find a way to “conser
needed from these lands for
vival and recovery of species ¢
listed as threatened or gndang

under the Endqu Act"

- has been attem
h graftenwro,nmental impact’
for

gon of logic
se interit' of the

requirements of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act with the timbér-oriented 0&C
Act of 1937, whig¢h relates.to West-
ern Oregon landsj once owned by the
Oregon & California Railroad that are
now managed by the BLM.

It has attemptedl to do this by
sldermg only theéneeds of thi
cies formally listed as
endangered. =

futility of this minimal a¥} pi

approach, even though, % w

ure t6 maintain tim

under the Northwest Forfegt: #13

ample evidence of its inadequacy.
The BLM refuses to recognize that

is

- the scarce resource is not spotted owls,
: marbled murrelets or any of the other

awmtmg their turn to jam the tlmber
predlu:tion machinery. The scarce

resource is the old growth ecosystem=

TherealneedisfortheBLMto

¢ Recognize the scarce nature
of functioning old . growth stands
across all ownerships within Western
Oregon

ﬂDeternune the role to be: played.
by the remaining remnants of

2 GUEST wiswpomr

g to mtegrate the .

The BLM has- failed to lem‘m*

A PN 5

The BLM refuses

to recaghize that...

the scarce resource
is the old growth

ecosystem itself.

@m‘pose of the Endm

> Seek. ways integrate the
syste aients of the Endg

geredSﬁeﬁesActmﬂunthemn"“

production mandate of the O&C Act.

plan revision is correctly and properly
-destribed; the BLM could then mo

realistic fange af ‘alternati
serve the stated purpose any
1dent1ﬁe(f(meed That need t}

Environmental Policy Act, the 60 law
that‘created the environmental hnpact
statement process.

Although the-act states that an enrvi- -

ronmental impaét ‘statement even for
proposals of upiusual scope or com-
old plexity shall normally be less than 300

pages,” the BLM is offering the public
1,606 pages. Those who don’t have the

time or melmatlon to meview w1 of -
MeBLM

those pagea cary'at
know they expect a

prehenem and profmional . prmnim

which is the coi- ¥

1 owherships throughout Western
n has any hope of maintaining

‘a predictable and unintetrupted flow
Once the purpose and need for a -

{8 timbet from ‘the O&C lands:
Unless substantive changes are,

.made between BLM’s draft and ﬁnal
fon to develap a eemprehensiye and

eca&ﬁ

Bureau of Land Manag
tapagity, he worked to lmple
Honal Environmental Policy Act and
ak an expert court witness on
lewstits involving those act.

t the

old gmwth eoosysem across ‘
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