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U.S. Bureau of Land Management
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P.O. Box 2965
Portland, Oregon 97208

I would like to make the following comments regarding the Western Oregon Plan Revision and in
particular the Proposed Management Alternatives.

Rough & Ready Lumber Co. is a small family owned and operated lumber manufacturing
business that has been in operation for 83 years in the lllinois Valley. We are a cutting sawmill,
focusing on specialty pine and fir lumber. The business is a major employer in the community as
it provides payroll to over 85 families and directly and indirectly supports many more. The
business is located in Josephine County which is 70% owned by the federal government and in
the lllinois Valley which is 80% owned by the federal government. Historically, the business has
relied on the BLM for a significant portion of its timber needs. While that reliance has
diminished over the last 15 years with the contraction of the BLM timber sale program, we still
need a dependable source of logs from the BLM to make this business continue and support our
local economy. We are also timberland owners in this valley and have 25,000 acres of timberland,
most of it next to the BLM. This major planning revision affects us in many ways. Our business
relies on BLM timber as a source oflogs; our timberland, having common borders with BLM
ownership, relies on those forest lands being productive and healthy; and our community relies on
the revenues generated by sustainable timber harvest to support necessary services.

To begin, it is extremely important to remember that the 2,151,200 acres of O&C lands have been
directed by Congress to be managed under the O&C Act of 1937. The Act states that the land
shall be managed" ... for permanent forest production, and the timber thereon shall be sold, cut
and removed in conformity with the principle of sustained yield for the purpose of providing a
permanent source of timber supply, protecting watersheds, regulating stream flow and
contributing to the economic stability oflocal communities and industries." The Act precludes
the current management plan, the NW Forest Plan, with its directive of no-touch management
boundaries and reserve strategies. We believe that Alternative 2, although not perfect, is the best
management approach to meet the immediate needs of our local communities while protecting
our environment. We need to ensure that when the plan is finalized it gets the budget to support



it. With a fully funded plan, Alternative 2 must live up to the following key principles of
commitment made to local communities:

Timber sale revenues should at least match the county revenues received from the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act on an annual basis.

All BLM lands should be managed to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires through
programmed harvest, thinning and fuels reduction. Harvest should be across all age classes,
diameters and species.

BLM lands have to provide access for neighboring private lands, fire suppression as well as
recreational uses such as hunting, fishing and hiking.

Because of the dynamic nature of forests, BLM should adhere to the principles of active
management for the protection of listed species and their habitats. Reserve strategies have
been shown not to work.

The amount of land allocated to generating county revenues through timber production should
allow for management flexibility and should never be below 50% of the acres administered by
the BLM. Keep in mind that USFS lands in this southern Oregon region are 95% set aside
and those acres are not actively managed.

A healthy economy along with a healthy environment can combine to support healthy
communities. Under the current BLM operating plan, all three are suffering. The BLM is not
meeting the timber needs of our industry, the forests are in a health crisis and our small rural
communities are not doing well. We can have it all with all three treated as equals. We believe
that Alternative 2 comes close to providing the needs of all three.

With over 80% of Oregon's forests at moderate to high risk of severe wildfires outside the
historic norm, forest landowners and neighbors need to see some action from the BLM in
improving the health and reducing the risk and severity of fires on BLM lands. When those fires
happen, the BLM has to be ready to quickly assess, salvage and restore those lands to being
productive in the shortest time span.

Management of our BLM forests is essential, or we will continue to have catastrophic or "stand
replacement" fires in the future and loss of productivity on those lands. The forest health crisis we
face today is not a natural state and can not be solved with a "hands off "approach. On top of this
need, the BLM has an obligation to the O&C Counties to produce an increased, predictable and
consistent supply of timber.

The BLM needs to bring the forest professionals and scientists back into the framework of sound
forestry, timber production and fire prevention. To produce a healthy economy, a healthy
environment and a healthy community, active management within a context oflong-term forest
sustainability is needed. With Alternative 2, the BLM has committed to the investment in timber
production and roads, fuels management and forest health all for the benefit of the O&C Counties
and the people who live in those counties.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely

£:~
Link Phillippi, President
Rough & Ready Lumber Co.


