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Subject Comments on WOPR

Dear Mr. Hoffmeister,
 
The World Temperate Rainforest Network is submitting these comments on the WOPR. Temperate 
rainforests are rare -  only 0.2% of the Earth's land mass - and are found only in Alaska, British Columbia, 
Washiington, Oregon, northern California, Chile, New Zealand and Australia. They are important for many 
reasons but now are critical to turning around the global emergency of climate change. Temperate 
rainforests hold more carbon per hectare than any other forest type - tropical, boreal or temperate. I am 
attaching a paper by Dr. Marc Harmon of OSU in which he writes that to manage for carbon, we must 
protect all remaining old growth forests, allow maturing forests to return to old growth and in any 
managed forests use a longer rotation of 100 to 150 years. When old growth forests are logged, the area 
gives off carbon into the atmosphere for 10-30 years and it takes 250 years before the area holds as 
much carbon as it did prior to logging. Clearly, the old growth forests of western Oregon must be 
protected for the carbon they hold. The urgent need is clear in the most recent IPCC Report:
 
“If there’s no action before 2012, that’s too late. What we do in the next two to three years will 
determine our future. This is the defining moment.” Rajendra Pachauri, head of the IPCC and 
2007 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, issued this call to action upon the release of the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) fourth and final report on 
November 17, 2007.4 The IPCC is the scientific body charged by the U.N. with providing 
objective information about climate change. The fourth IPCC report combines scientific data 
from three previous IPCC reports, and their comprehensive synthesis creates a striking sense of 
urgency.5
 
Given that we have only two to three years to make changes and a logged forest puts carbon into the 
atmosphere for the first 10-30 years and it takes 250 years before the new forest holds as much carbon 
as the old growth forest did, your current plan goes in the wrong direction and needs to be dropped. The 
future of life on Earth depends on it.
 
Instead, you need to protect all old growth forests and allow maturing forest to move toward old growth. 
 
Pat Rasmussen
World Temperate Rainforest Network
PO Box 154
Peshastin, WA 98847
509-669-1549
patr@crcwnet.com
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