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I am very concerned with the direction the Bush Administration is headed with the
management of nearly 2.6 million acres of federal forests under the Western Oregon Plan
Revisions. The changes the Bureau of Land Management is contemplating will unravel
the protections of the landmark Northwest Forest Plan, and will lead to water pollution,
degraded habitat, and increased conflict and controversy.

The Bush Administration would place half of the public land that the BLM manages -
and most of our best old-growth
BLM forests - in "Timber Management Areas" to be clearcut every 80 years. The Bush
Administration~s preferred alternative proposes to clearcut 110~OOOacres ofOregon~s
old-growth (120+ years) and build I~OOOmile of new logging roads every decade while
creating over IOO~OOOmiles of new Off Highway Vehicle Emphasis Areas - all at the
expense of roadless areas, threatened species, water quality and non-motorized
recreation. Shockingly. the ~roposal ignores the role that these torests plav in re~latinQ
thp 1'1iTn~tp

Most Americans want tederalland manaQers to embrace thinninQ second Qrowth forests.
safesruard communities from
wildfire and orotect what remains of our nation's ancient rorests. Indeed. manv Oregon
forest manaQers are alreadv movinQ bevond the contliets of the past. Bv lOcusim! on
previouslv 10Qgedpublic forestlands - manv of which are now overQrown and in need of
thinninQ - thev are DfOvidinQwood to local mills while actuallv imoTOvinQconditions for
tish and wildlite and keeoinQ saws out of precious old-Qrowth rorests.

In contrast. the WOPR oroooses to intlame the controversv bv mcreasing old-growth
clearcuninQ for a short-term economic fix. The \\"OPR outs water ouality at risk and
would destrov some 01 OreQon's most sDeclai otaces. We shouta protect our remmmng
mature and old-Qrowth forests on public land. not clearcut these natural treasures.

It is disapoointinQ that at a time when public consensus tor old-Qrowth protection and
second-Qrowth thinninQ has never
been stronQer. the BLM is orooosinQ to clearcut forests older than our nation and turn
comolex ecosvstems into tree olantations most susceptible to severe wildrire.



Please protect remaining old-growth forests, focus active management of BLM lands in
already logged-over areas, and create job opportunities in restoration thinning projects
that benefit watersheds and generate wood products without multiplying past mistakes.

Sincerely,

j/(lii ()f) /~Irvtln
Nathan Reiman
1365 Agate St. 60511
Eugene, OR 91403

CC: Oregon Congressional delegation
Senator Ron Wyden
1220 SW 3rd Ave., Suite 585, Portlan~ OR 91204

Senator Gordon Smith
121 SW Salmon St., Suite 1250, Portland, OR 91204


