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need to be protected: water quality, fish, wildlife, and recreation. Approximately half o m

 BLM land considered suitable for harvesting has aiready been clearcut and converted to -

tree plantations, many of which are overstocked. Egovgﬁ% A
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those concerned over county funding, but tripling the volume cut on these lands isnot a

wise course when cumulative effects are considered. Forested public lands provide vital

- habitat for meny threstened and endangered species, and act as corridors for wildlife

throughout these checkerboard lands. Over 80% of the timber hatvesied in Oregon comes
from the 40% (10 million acres) of privately owned timberlands. According to the

~ Oregon Department of Forestry, 151,672 acres of spotied owl habitat have been harvested

in the last 14 years. 43,092 acres of habitat were harvested in 2006. From January to June
" of this year alone, 12,830 acres have been clearcut. This makes preservation of old
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I sympathize with many federal land managers who are frequently caught in the middle:
the timber industry wants them to harvest more; the environmental community wants
them to harvest less. Restrictions of law also dictate the parameters within which agency
managers in the BLM must operate. They are constrained by the O & C Act of 1937,
which mandates that these lands be managed for permanent forest production. This law is
outdated and need to be revised. Today there are 2,655,771 more Oregon residents than
in 1940. Today there are 78,947 more residents of Douglas County than in 1940. In 1937
there were maybe a few hundred schools; today there arel, 234. The O & C Act directs
the government to make payments from timber harvest profits to the counties and
schools, based on the economy of 1937. Oregonians should not expect their public forests
to continue paying for education and County operating costs. Times have changed, the
timber safety net is being phased out, and Oregon’s economy must diversify to meet
current and future needs.

Alternative Three of this plan, designed to meet the court-ordered settlement agreement
with the timber industry to remove reserves on public lands, defers harvest of old forests
and provides a much better future for us all.

Sincerely,
Tim Ballard K/@z/ LA
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cc: Senator’s Ron Wyden and Gordon Smith, Rep. Peter DeFazio



