e Plan are known. 1
be-widespread opposi-

; escm’:d inthe wmter/sprmg 0f2006.
- The:BLM’s stated purpose for
devclong t}us OHV Pla.n is to bet-

BY CHRISBRATT : - can BLM possbly berer masige this

o e i . ‘OHV use when'it.was clear that their
‘How do you like the.idea'of it plan‘contained vi-
havmg an ever mcreasmg n £ a - tually no. public
- participation in
the original desig-
nation process, no
information as to
- where these OHV

te OHV consideration area
ith-their present, ill-
Itis not incumbent
‘BIM to reestablish or sanction

i / i Er : a.with. heavy historical OHV
forOHVemhusmsts ona’minimum | : : .“Neither has the BLM the rightto
of 16 250 acres of pubhc land: an af- : gl cli thou a_nds of pfi.va:e land acres
ford access:to thousands of ad tlona{ : . ¢ boundary 'of thei-r "O‘HV
public and private land ‘acres. Fhe : ;

OHYV Plan includes roads. that Ie
all the way to' Grants Pass along the™
northernridges of the Applegat:
The BLM got of ;
start when' they proposed: this: ¢
Plan more'than ten.years
1994 Resource Managem:

i shows:the extent of B
their RMP .document;. “T
Ferris: Gulch (2,200 acres)

- can beaddressed in BLM’s West-

Mountain/John’s Peak (16,25 regon Plan revision process.

and Quartz Creek (7,120 acres) : S H ; ‘ : 4 Th;s ‘RMP Plan revision will consider

be managed to provide for O o inZr! £ : ) and use designati *

use. All three areas will be “limited : : : : ¢ }

existing roads and deSIgnate : the Medford Districr.
The accompanying Recreation ot : & is essential to hold off any

Map #9 for the RMP does not even - EARSE & o ! cI’;cmons abouzthe'['unber Mountain/

list these thiree OHV areas nor doi Y A e ; )

it locate any OHV areas on: the map

BLM designated these three 'O

areas in their RMP with vireually no:

public participation in: the

urmkthese ‘new ORV land-use designa-
tionsare recommended and considered
by the BLM and the public. We don’t
“have to sacrifice all this land to OHVs.

process, -no. available onsite - Areyou “open” to a change?
incomplete informat . Let me know.
actly where these areas wer Lo

Prior to their Rj Chiris Bratt
the BLM did not do:the 541-846-6988

analysis to determi;
OHV:Plan would ‘be

already occu:red ﬁ'om deCacles
tensive, illegal trail building (an O
damage ‘assessment in -the ‘use
still not available from :BLM).
also-failed to-consider, ptior to.th
RMP designation of 16,200 ac
extent of future adverseen
impacts as aresult of their co
ed dramaticincrease in OHV usein: the:
area o the staffand money available for-

area rehabilitation, law enforcement,




N y Tim

eavmg 'the parks ummpaxred‘ ;
'?»'I'hat has meant, in part, sac-

ally for
their. mnssxon, ﬁrst and foremost was rotectmg the
- parks for-the future — Mr. Hoffman’s revisions
place a new, nnwelcomeeand unnecessary emphasm

volution or evolu-
rything possible to
; kmanagement.
- k s

'f,tden “fron park semc emplo ees But. what Mr
Hoffman

. vi_Park Service, whose eareer employees remam com-
mltted to the fundamental purpose of leavmg the

“use: ot such vehicle would become one of the parks’ ooy
purposes To acco modate such actwmes he rede-
“_fines xmpalrment-— )

i ecogmtlon, partly m the semce of
- commerc1ai objectives: = -

.-To prove that an activity is 1mpa1rmg the park, un-
2 der ‘Mr: Hoffman S rules you. would have to prove

'u;—

mean an 1rreversxble impact.

Suddenly, many things — llke the adrmmstra—
tion’s efforts to force snowmobﬂes back into Yellow-
~ stone — seem very easy to explain. .




U.S. Forest Service
rangers see a hew
‘pioneer mentality’
on public lands

By MATTHEW DALY
The Associated Press

MOUNT HOOD NATIONAL
FOREST—SIliding down a rocky
dirt path, Forest Service ranger
Kevin Slagle struggles to keep
his balance.

The crudely cut tra11 inthe
Mount Hood National Forest not
onlyistreacherous, butis
eroding the land and hurting
native trout and otherspecies,
Slagle says. '

It’s also against the law.

The pathway, in the Gibson
Prairie areain the forest’s
northeastsection, is one ofa
growing number of illegal trails
scarring public lands
throughout the West.

- “It'sanew pioneer mentality,”
said Slagle, recreation manager
for the Hood River ranger
distriet. . ,

Those who cut the trail—most
likely dirt bikerslooking for a
new thrill on the heavily used
forest— “feel they have the right
todoit,” he said. “Some of them
_thmx theyare prov1d1ng a pubhc
service.” . :

Forest 0Pﬁc1a1s sharply
disagree.

Frustrated by the sprawl of
illegal trails, the Forest Service
has issued a two-year ban forall
off-road use of dirt bikes or other
motorized vehicles in the Gibson
Prairie area. The order covers
about 11,000 acresinthe
northeastern part of Mount
Hood, where officials estimate
atleast30 miles of illegal trails
have been carved since lastyear.

“It'sbeen an organized effort,”

~ Slagle said. “Somebody has gone
inthere and mapped out a trail
system, flagged it on the ground
and cut it from the inside out.”

ut an illegal path

Similarillegal trails have
sprouted in public forests
nationwide and become a focus
of contention from California to

- Pennsylvania.

Forest Service ChiefDale
Bosworth calls unmanaged
recreation one of the four major
threats facing the Forest
Service, along with wildfires,
invasive species and loss of open
space.

Lastyear, Bosworth proposed
adraftnational policy that
would restrict all-terrain :
vehicles, motorized trail bikes -
and other off-road motor

Forest Service
ranger Kevin Slagle,
recreation
manager for the
Hood River ranger
district,poses
beside a sign that
shows that

are prohibited.
Frustrated by the
sprawl ofillegal
trails, the Forest
Service hasissued a
two-year ban for all
off -road use of dirt
bikes oir other
motorized vehicles
in the Gibson
Prairie area.

AP

Idaho-based group that
advocates motorized recreation,
said most off-roaders are
responsible and are being
unfairly singled out.

The group wants to ensure
that mosttrails and open areas
now used by all-terrain vehicles

, remain accessible toriders.

vehiclesto designated roadsand .

trailsin all 155 national forests
and 20 grasslands. :

The plan, to be completed thls
fall, comes as use of off-road
vehiclesreaches newheights. In
the pastthree decades, the -
number of off-road vehicle users
hasincreased sevenfold to about
36 million, causing conflicts with
other users such as hikers,
horseback riders and the
growing number of homeowners
who live near national forests.

The Blue Ribbon Coalition, an

motorized vehicles-

“We’re commltted to working
W1th the agency in a fair and

said1i 1 ‘was unfair that Forest> ;
Servu;e officials blamed d11't

, blkeys Two other Forest

Intruth, Amador sa1d official
don’t knowwho carved the trail.
which stretches for several
hundredyardsin an areaa shor
walk from a paved road.

The trail’s existence “reflects
poorly on the management of th
areaby the Forest Service,”
Amadorsaid. “The factis, they
are not out aggressively signing
those roads and trails they want
peopletouse.”

The whole issue of
unmanaged recreation “is not
justauser problem, but an
agency problem which hasnot

" been doingits job,” Amador

said. = <



