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Cut an illegal path in·the flprest
U.S. Forest Service
rangers see a new
'pioneer mentality'
on public lands
By MATTHI:W DALY
The Associated Press

MOUNT HOOD NATIONAL
FOREST -:-:-Sliding down a rocky
dirt path, Forest Service ranger
Kevin Slagle struggles to k(!ep
his baiance.

The crudely cut trail in the
Moimt Hood National Forest not
only is treacherous, but is '
eroding the land and hurting
native troutand other species,
Slagle says.

It'salsoagaiJ,lSt the law.
The Pathway, in the Gibson

Prairie area in the forest's
northeast section, is one ofa
growing number of illegal trails
scarring public lands
throughout the West.

"It's a new pioneer mentality,"
said Slagle, recreation manager
for the Hood River ranger
district.

Those who cut the trail---' most
likely dirtbikers looking for a
new thrill on the heavily used
forest- "feeltheyhave the right
to do it," he said. "Some of them
thinktheY~e providing apublic
service.",: '

Forest officialS sharply
disagree: ,,' ' ,

Frustrated by the sprawl of
illegal trails, the Forest Service
has issued atwo.:yearban for all
off-road use of dirt bikes or other
motorizedveliicles in the Gibson
Prairie area. The order covers '
about 11,000 acres in the '
northeastern pari of Mount
Hood, where officialS estimate
at least 30 miles of illegal trails
have been carved since last year.

"It's been an organized effort,"
. Slagle said. "Somebody has gone

in there and mapped out a trail
sY,stem,flagged it on the ground
and cut it from the inside out."

Similarillegal trails have
sprouted in public forestS
nationwide and become a focus
of contention from CaHfoIDiato
Pennsylvania.

Forest ServiceChiefDale
Bosworth calls unmanaged
recreation one of the foUrmajor
threatsfacingthe Forest
Service, along with wildfires,
invasive species and loss of open
space.

Last year, Bosworthpl'oposed
a draft national policy that
woUld restrict all-terrain
vehicles, motorized trail bikes
and other off-road motor
vehicles to designated roadsaild
trails in all 155national forestS
and 20 grasslands.

The plan, to be completed this
fall, comes as use of off-road
vehicles reaches new heiilJ-ts. lIt
the past three, decades, the
number of off-.road vehicle users,
hasincreased sevenfold to about
36 million, causing conflicts with
other users such as hikerS,
horseback riders and the
growing number ofhomeowners
who live near national forests.

The Blue Ribbon Coalition, an

Forest Sernce
ranger KevinSlagle,
recreation
manager for the
Hood River ranger
district, poses
b,~ide a sign that
shows that
'motoriz:ed vehicles"
'are prohibited.
,Frustrated by the
sp@wI dfillegal
tr'ails,theForest
Serncehas issued a
tW()-yearbanf()r all
off -road use of dirt
bikes or c>ther
motorized vehicles
in the GibSon
Prairie area.

Idaho-based group that
advocates motorized rec:t:eation,
said most off-roaders are
responsible and are being
unfairly singled out.

The group wants to ensure
that most trails and open areas
now used by all-terrain vehicles

f remain accessible to riders.
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said tl\V~sUllfairthl;ltForesJ'
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bikers;. '!\vo other Forest','

, Servi~~Qtri~ial~ whq rec~ntJY
toured Mhtipt H09<lwi,ilia-
repo ' Isol'di$ntif!~qoff- '
road, Sthembstlil,{elYi""i
culpri''', '", ", '~"$}:j~,

In truth, Amadorsaid, o.fficial
don'tknowwho carVed the trail
which stretches forsever~H' " ' '
hundred yards in an area: a sh(jr
walk from a paved road.

Thetrail's exisfuflce"reflectS
poorly on themanagenienfofl;h
area by the Forest Servjc(!,", '
Amador said. "The fact is, they
are not out aggresSively signing
those roads and trails they want
people to use."

The whole issue of
unmanaged recreation "is not
justa user problem, but an
agency problem which has not'
been doing its job," Amador
said.


