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Edward Shepard, ORWA State Director

Bureau of Land Management, Westerm Oregon Plan Revisions | RECEIVED
P.O.Box 2965

Portland, OR 97208 | neT 24 2007
Dear Ed,

Our unhealthy West-Oregon BLM forests continue to face destructive losses from- wildfire, pests,
disease and storms. Also, the vitality of Oregon’s rural communities and forest sector infrastructure
suffer from declining federal forest management and timber supply over the past 17-years. The
BLM draft Western OR Plan Revision (WOPR) preferred Alternative 2 is important progress to
improve rural econemies, tsmber infrastructure and forest health, and to prevent destructive losses.

ppls susta a8 more vcbrant Oregon timber mfrastructure———

tfanspertatlon forestry, and ottier induced business

5. oy of the forests in Southwest Oregon by using active mechanical harvesting

6. Speed the redevelopment of structurally complex forests-after regeneration timber harvesting by
refaining 2-6 reserve trees/acre, down-wood and: dwerse riparian trees

7. Accelerate recovery of damagedfkilled forests—reduce waste of valuable timber and increase county
revenues—by more aggressive use of sa vaging, site'prep, vegetatran control and: reforestation

8. Help recover the northern spotted owl and mardled murrelet, by: a) mechanical harvest to provide a

range of different structires that maintain a dynamic forest landscape over: space;&: trm ; b): dopt
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11,
; wavs as well as* for BLM management andfr,_v rea on uses

12, Favor active management for habitat maintenance, rather than passive ‘reserve” strategies
13, Avoid. unnecessary ‘restrictions that becom ‘barriers to road construction and active harvesting
14. Encourage local management flexibility and professional drsmetxon tailored to local conditions

Of the three alternatives being considered by the BLM, { urge you to adopt a new “Modified
Afternative 2 Plys’— that would harvest 960 miillich bft annually. This Modified Alt. 2 Plus would
meet the funding needs of local counties, provide needed timber supply ‘and improve forest health,
while algo protecting our environment. | look forward to working together toward finalizing the
WOPR Plan, and ensuring that it receives adequate fundmg to be fully implemented.

Thank you for understar ding the |mportance of economic vitality in Ofegcn sforest sector, and its
vital contributions ¢ ward rural corgn unmes Oregon’s economy, and health of BLM forestlands.

. Sincerely,

2794 Foothill Bivd.
Ph: (541) 832-1167 Grants Pass, OR 97526
Fax (541) 832-1184 PO Box 1480
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