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supports the economic advantages for sustained yield forest production, combined with the
full compliance with all relevant species, wilderness and watershed protections as provided
for in the preferred Alternative #2. The current and long-term stability of the region’s
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economy from additional jobs created and the nearly full restoration of federal payments to Medford Fabrication
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Southern Oregon Regional Economic Development, Inc is the regional economic f;u”;k I
development organization serving Jackson and Josephine Counties for over twenty years. PremierWest Bank
The SOREDI mission is to “collectively build employment opportunities, diversify the Providence Medford Medical Center
economy and promote the creation of jobs with wages and benefits higher than the regional Regence BlueCross BlueShield
average and compatible with community values.” In fulfilling our mission and goals to of Oregon
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enhance the regional economy of Southern Oregon we see an important role for effective
public land management policies, especially on those lands included in the Oregon- Rogue Valley Sewer Service
California Lands designation. The O&C lands are unique Federal management lands in that |, . yue syeems. i
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those lands have been set aside by federal statute for management under sustained forest Southern Oregon Sanitation
production yield objectives. While the economy in Jackson and Josephine Counties has Southern Oregon University
seen dramatic diversification over the recent decades, primary and secondary wood South Valley Bank & Trust
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The Western Oregon Plan Revisions developed by Bureau of Land Management are
required to comply fully with O&C Act of 1937, comply with all relevant species
protection requirements as well as address several critical issues such as timber harvest
production, watershed management, wildfire and fuels management and address off
highway vehicle usage on the O&C lands. Among the alternative management proposals
presented in the WOPR, only Alternative #2 meets all of the management outcomes as set
forth by the O&C Act of 1937 as well as all relevant natural resources protection
requirements. The sustained yield forest production obligation set forth for the O&C lands
would be met only by the overall management policies as contained in the “preferred
Alternative #2.”

With the requirement for sustained yield, Jackson and Josephine Counties could expect to
see additional employment opportunities as a portion of the estimated 3,400 additional jobs
to be created under Alternative #2 statewide. Additionally, with effective harvest methods
applied on the forty-eight per cent of the overall O&C lands designative for active harvest
management, the forest product yield could generate over 90% of the previous federal
revenues received by the two counties under the Safe School and Communities Act. Those
additional revenues would permit the counties to again realize a sustained revenue resource
to provide for essential public services.
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