Dear Sirs,

  I write this letter to urge you not to proceed with the Western Oregon Plan Revision.  Our old growth and late-successional forests are far too important to be logged any further. The clean air, water, and bio-diversity that these forests provide significantly outweigh the short-term income that cutting them would create.

  Deforestation and logging have been established as the second-leading cause of climate change globally.  The old growth forests on BLM lands sequester many tons of carbon and with less than 5% of native forests remaining nationwide we must immediately halt their cutting.  Please consider in your economic outlook the tremendous value that these forests contain; they filter the air that we breathe, purify the water that we drink, provide critical wildlife habitat, and balance the climate we depend on.

  With the rapidly changing state of the climate we need to make the critical steps necessary to protect our environment for the long term.  Recreation on public lands already brings in 30 times more revenue annually than logging.  Let’s take a sustainable approach to managing our lands by creating more jobs in recreation and restoration and focusing logging efforts solely on thinning previously managed forests.  Implementing the WOPR would be a tragic mistake.  Please do not cut another acre on our old growth, late successional, and streamside forests.

Thank You,

Jeramy Vallianos

1/10/08

