Dear WOPR Team

As a rural resident, owner of a family tree farm, scientist, and landowner in close proximity to BLM land that will be affected by the Western Oregon Plan Revision plan, I write to express my profound concern about WOPR and BLM’s recommended alternative.  Based on my review of the EIS, I believe that BLM is moving forward with WOPR in the absence of credible science and best practices in sustainable forestry, and that the plan will result in irreparable damage to our neighborhood and regional forests, our regional watersheds, and our state.  WOPR is an expedient political solution designed by political functionaries isolated in Washington D.C., with no real understanding of rural and economic life in Western Oregon.  It is a plan that is out of touch with the realities of our overcut and poorly managed forests, and national and global threats of climate change.  The plan should be scrapped. 

WOPR will increase logging in Oregon’s old-growth forests sevenfold by clearcutting in currently protected old growth forest reserves and sensitive salmon bearing rivers and creeks.  This is proposed in spite of historical overcutting of old growth reserves, and the reality that only a tiny fraction of original old growth remains.  The proposed revision simply does not recognize the historical damage already caused by such forestry practices, including declining salmon species on the endangered list, fouled streams and rivers, loss of habitat for endangered species like the spotted owl and marbled murrelet, and erosion of clearcut hillsides. 

Were I as a family tree farmer to practice the logic proposed in the WOPR, I would destroy my land and be out of business within a few years.

Northwest Forest Plan protections must remain in place for BLM lands if we are truly to sustain our forests. Oregon ancient forests deserve permanent protection and should be managed to maintain important public assets such as clean drinking water, fish and wildlife habitat, diverse recreation opportunities, scenic vistas, and jobs in forest restoration, fire safety and tourism.

Moreover, mature and old growth forests in Oregon serve as an important carbon storage and sequestration resource to help mitigate global warming. The BLM's plans for increased logging in these ancient forests under the WOPR will take our country and world backwards in efforts to prevent global climate change. Clearcutting and damage to soils from logging has been scientifically demonstrated to release mass amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, while old forests absorb and store carbon dioxide. 
Oregon’s wild rivers also provide critical habitat for salmon, steelhead and trout, as well as recreational opportunities and drinking water. This is a legacy we should pass on to future generations. Under the WOPR proposal, water quality in many Oregon rivers and streams would be degraded as current riparian protections are abandoned in order to increase logging. 
The WOPR  plan would also increase fire risk and severity as healthy stands of fire-resistant old growth trees are converted into dense, flammable tree plantations full of logging slash. This is an immediate threat to those living in rural areas and particular for owners of family tree farmers like myself.  Protecting communities from fire while maintaining existing old growth forests should be among the top priorities of the BLM.
Much of the BLM forests in western Oregon are adjacent to private landowners like myself who would like to see nearby forest managed to preserve their water supply, scenery, and recreation opportunities. Additionally, these forests are owned by Americans across the nation, who would like to see them strongly protected for future generations to enjoy.

Western forests need to be protected, not clearcut.  WOPR gets us no closer to a sustainable solution, yet will result in irreparable harm.  I strongly encourage you to go back to the drawing board, and develop a plan based in science, in rural realities, and in the principles of true sustainable use and harvest of our forests. 

Sincerely,

Jim Goes, Ph.D.
78000 Dybbuks Way (rural Lane County)
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

